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IOM Djibouti welcomes new Chief of 

Mission
 

The Director for Multilateral Organizations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

International Cooperation, Mr. Idriss-Guelleh, welcomed the new Chief of 

Mission, Ms. Lalini Veerassamy, on 14 September 2016. 

With an extensive experience in IOM, including her last role as Head of 

Programmes in Tunis and Head of Office for West Indian Ocean Islands, Lalini 

will lead the mission in Djibouti for the next years.
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Migrants boarding buses at the Galafi border with Ethiopia

Evacuation of Third Country Nationals 

from Yemen

In 2016, the Migration Response Center (MRC) in Obock hosted 1978 migrants 

evacuated from Yemen and 786 migrants stranded in Obock.

The majority of these vulnerable migrants are economic migrants who are 

leaving their country in search of a better life. Although the majority of 

migrants come to the center requesting for assisted voluntary return, the 

center has also provided support to migrants in need of medical attention, 

shelter, food and sometimes protection. The MRC can accommodate up to 250 
migrants.  

To date, 36,162 people (6% Djiboutian returnees, 40% migrants and 54% 

Yemenis) fleeing the conflict in Yemen have arrived in Djibouti. Since the 

beginning of the crisis, IOM has provided 6,849 migrants of 29 nationalities 

with emergency shelter, food, NFIs, documentation facilitation, medical care, 

and onward transportation assistance (OTA). Between 1 a

received 600 Ethiopian nationals evacuated from Al Hudaydah on IOM

chartered boats, and provided them with accommodation at the Migrant 

Reception Center (MRC) in Obock. Upon arrival, the newly evacuated migrants 

were provided with food, NFIs, and medical assistance at the MRC in Obock. 

On 22 and 27 July, IOM provided 364 migrants with OTA to the Galafi border 

post to return to Ethiopia. To date, IOM has provided 5,926 migrants with OTA 
to their countries of origin.  

From Yemen Stranded in 

339 male UAMs 173 male UMCs

25 UMCs female 35 female UMCs

 

 
 

USRAP vaccination programme
 

The USRAP vaccination program will be introduced to Djibouti starting October 

2016. The vaccinations are part of a three-day IOM medical health assessment 

process for the United States Refugee Resettlement Program (USRAP). The 

refugees will receive multiple vaccinations, depending on their age, before they 

arrive in the US. The goal is to provide cost

interventions, improve refugee health and limit the number of vaccinations the 

refugees will need after they arrive in the US. All refu

will receive vaccinations for up to eight illnesses including measles, mumps, 

rubella, hepatitis B, haemophiliainfluenza
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USRAP vaccination programme 

he USRAP vaccination program will be introduced to Djibouti starting October 

day IOM medical health assessment 

process for the United States Refugee Resettlement Program (USRAP). The 

vaccinations, depending on their age, before they 

arrive in the US. The goal is to provide cost-effective public health 

interventions, improve refugee health and limit the number of vaccinations the 

refugees will need after they arrive in the US. All refugees, regardless of age, 

will receive vaccinations for up to eight illnesses including measles, mumps, 

haemophiliainfluenza type b, diphtheria, tetanus and 
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whooping cough. Eight weeks after the first doses, IOM will make a trip to 

Addeh to provide boosters for many of the vaccines administered previously. 

The vaccines will help protect refugees while still in Ali
they are healthy upon their arrival in the US.

For more info, please contact Dr Aden Warsama, M
Djiboutiawarsama@iom.int 

Tatsuo Arai, Ambassador of Japan visits

Strengthening security in Djibouti and 

safety of migrants through counter

trafficking, marine safety and 

emergency assistance
 
 
The project, entitled Strengthening security in Djibouti and safety of migrants 

through counter-trafficking, marine safety and emergency assistance

year project that was funded by the Government of Japan.

The main beneficiaries are the National Police, the Gendarmerie National

Coast Guard and the vulnerable migrants.  

The project includes, among others, activities for the rehabilitation and 

capacity building of the MRC, the capacity building of the National Police, 

Gendarmerie and Coast Guard. 

Under this project it is planned to: 

• Build shelter and toilets in Lac-Assal and Obock port

• Set up an SOP for the rescue at sea operations

• Promote the interconnectivity of border posts

• Train official from the National Police and Coast Guard on the 

application of International Law stand

smuggling and trafficking 
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Set up an SOP for the rescue at sea operations 

Promote the interconnectivity of border posts 

Train official from the National Police and Coast Guard on the 

application of International Law standards and the new legislation on 

, Ambassador of Japan to Djibouti 

reported that he was very pleased to see the 

developments of the center constructions of water points. 
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On 19 September, representatives 

of the UN agencies in Djibouti 

gathered at IOM to celebrate the 

historic day in which IOM became 

the UN Agency for Migration. 

 
Representatives of the UN agencies in 
Djibouti and IOM staff 

 
Lalini Veerassamy. Chief of Mission 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
IOM staff promoting hygiene at the MRC 

Severe Diarrhea Outbreak in Obock 
 

Since the 1st of September 2016, some first cases of severe diarrhea have 

been diagnosed at the Migration Response Center (MRC), a centre managed by 

IOM with the aim to assist stranded migrants in need of basic assistance and 

wishing to return home. A rapid response team and an equipped vehicle was 

sent by IOM the Ministry of Health to Obock on 06th September with foods 

supplies, decontamination materials, and chlorine tablets provided by INSPD 

(Institute of Public of Djibouti). IOM aims to provide necessary equipment and 

treatment kits to the Ministry of Health. Public information on these cases and 

health warnings have been mobilized among other locations in the region, as 

well as with partners and other government agencies. IOM Djibouti, in 

Djibouti-ville and Obock, is working closely with Djiboutian government 

authorities, partners, the office of the Resident Coordinator, IOM’s Regional 
Office (Nairobi), and IOM’s Medical and Health Department (MHD).  

 

Resettlement 

IOM Djibouti conducts resettlement processing for the United States Refugee 

Admissions Program (USRAP). Funded by the United States Department of 

State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM), IOM Djibouti 

assists refugees with the many steps involved in the resettlement process to 

the United States including receiving cases from the UNHCR, interviewing and 

counselling refugees, managing data entry, overseeing security checks, 

supporting US Citizen and Immigration Officers during adjudication, 

coordinating with US agencies on US placement, working with the Exit Permit 

Officers, and conducting Cultural Orientation classes. All refugees approved to 

travel to the US undergo Cultural Orientation by the team to help them 

prepare for life in America. IOM regularly coordinates with the Government 
officials to conduct exit permit formalities for all refugees departing Djibouti.  

Refugees resettled in 2016 

USA 206 

Canada 71 

New Zealand 
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On 26 September, IOM held a 

training on Mixed Migration for 

local authorities in Tadjourah, 

Dikhil and Obock regions. One of 

the goals was also to promote the 

new national legislation on 

trafficking and smuggling of 

migrants in Djibouti. 
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