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On 8 April, the Councillor for Ibarra, Carina Rivadeneira, extended an 
invitation to the IOM Ecuador Unit against Human Trafficking to participate in 
the General Session of the Gender and Equality Commission of the Council of 
the Municipality of Ibarra.  Argentina Santacruz, Unit Coordinator, provided 
the councillors with the background to the participatory development of the 
proposal for the Draft Cantonal Ordinance against Human Trafficking. This 
proposal is the result of work undertaken in a participatory process involving 
the canton’s general public and the municipality. The workshops were held in 
June and July 2014 and enabled materials to be compiled that provide for 
comprehensive legislation based on the context and needs of the canton of 
Ibarra.  Such will form the basis for the eradication of human trafficking in its 
various forms, as well as the protection of victims of this crime
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Under the IOM Development Fund Project for the Prevention of the Smuggling 
of Migrants, the Ministry of the Interior, with support from IOM Ecuador, held 10 
training workshops between April and June on human trafficking and migrant 
smuggling profiles for migration analysts. The two-day workshops were held in 
Quito, Guayaquil, Tulcán and Rumichaca and trained 315 analysts. The 
courses, known as "Profiles applicable for the detection of crimes of human 
trafficking and the smuggling of migrants" sought to raise awareness and train 
migration analysts on these issues and on the implementation and use of 
profiles, as well as detection practices through interviews, referral mechanisms 
and identification of fraudulent documents.
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The most prominent of the topics discussed included the signing of a 
cooperation agreement with the Ministry of Labour on labour migration; 
monitoring implementation of the agreement with the National Assembly 
through support to the debate on the Human Mobility Law and technical 
support from IOM to the Ecuador-Mexico inter-parliamentary Dialogue; the 
importance of generating statistics and indicators on migration for 2017-2021; 
the relevance of migration indicators as part of the Post-2015 discussions; the 
recent signing of a cooperation agreement between IOM and SENSCYT as well 
as development of proposals for cooperation on skilled migration; the invitation 
for Prefect Baroja to the Conference on Migration and Cities, organized by IOM 
in Geneva in October; workshops on Migration, Climate Change and 
Sustainable Development scheduled for this year and that IOM will organize 
jointly with the Latin American Population Association (ALAP), the Ministry of the 
Environment (MAE) and the Ministry for Coordination of Security; the United 
Nations development assistance framework (UNDAF), and technical 
cooperation of IOM to the UNASUR agenda, among others
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