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A Liberian family prepares to return home from Ghana with IOM assistance. © IOM 2013  (Photo: Mariëlle Tra) 

ASSISTED RETURN FOR STRANDED LIBERIAN 
MIGRANTS IN WEST AFRICA  
As part of a regional project spanning West Africa, 
IOM is aiming to assist more than 2,000 Liberian 
nationals who were not registered with UNHCR or 
national agencies as refugees following the country’s 
civil conflict (1989-2003), and therefore do not qualify 
for return assistance or local integration as part of the 
refugee cessation clause of June 2012. 
 
With generous support from the Government of 
Japan, IOM missions in Liberia, Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra 
Leone and Guinea, have assisted a total of 2,188 
individuals to return to Liberia from 31 March 2013 to 
16 December 2013 (1,332-Ghana, 286-Nigeria, 149-
Sierra Leone, and 421-Guinea). Further examination of 
return statistics reveal roughly equal numbers of 
males and females have returned (1,084 and 1,104 
respectively) to Liberia. To effectively assist stranded 
Liberian migrants in West Africa, IOM has partnered 
with the Liberia Refugee Repatriation and 
Resettlement Commission (LRRRC), the Liberian 
Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization (BIN), and 
Liberian Embassies in the region.  
 
During a donor visit to the Budumburam camp in 
Ghana on 24 October 2013, the First Secretary of the 

Embassy of Japan in Accra, Dr. Yoshihiko Higuchi, had 
an opportunity to meet with Liberian nationals 
preparing for their departure to Liberia. He 
commented that, “the field visit provided me the 
opportunity to interact with the stranded Liberians 
who have been away from home for a long time and 
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are finally going home. It was a great pleasure to see 
first-hand the impact support from Japan has on their 
ability to start a new life.” 
 
Thus far, IOM, LRRRC, BIN and Liberian embassies 
have conducted assessments of stranded migrant 
populations and verification procedures. A targeted 
information awareness campaigns was conducted to 
inform stranded Liberians about the opportunity for 
them to return home safely. Further, a Mobile 
Reception Centre was established by IOM at the 
international airport in Monrovia, to provide a 
welcoming and dignified experience for returning 
migrants. 
 
“The partnership between IOM, LRRRC, BIN and the 
Embassies has been a good illustration of 
commitment, collaboration and coordination in 
ensuring the safe and dignified return of Liberian 
citizens,” says Emma Khakula, IOM Liberia Programme 
Officer/Officer in Charge.  

  
CANADA VISA APPLICATION CENTRE LAUNCHED IN 
GHANA  

The Canada Visa Application Centre (CVAC) in Accra, 
Ghana, operated by IOM in partnership with VFS 
Global, opened its doors to the public on 18 October 
2013. 
 
CVAC is the exclusive service provider for the 
Government of Canada, authorised to accept 
applications in all temporary resident categories 
(visitor visas, study and work permits) and permanent 
resident travel documents. The centre is authorized to 
provide administrative support services, such as: the 
collection of visa applications, fees and return of 
passports in sealed decision envelopes to applicants. 
 
As a value-added service provider, the centre also 
offers photocopy, form-filling services, and an internet 

kiosk. With the ability to offer all visa-related services 
to applicants, the centre truly introduces the concept 
of a one-stop service for all Canadian visa applicants. 
 
In November 2013, the CVAC processed 445 
applicants.  One of the biggest advantages for 
applicants is that the CVAC offers longer service hours 
than the Canadian visa office in Accra.  The CVAC is 
open daily from 9am to 5pm, except public holidays.   
 
For more information of the CVAC and its services, 
please visit the CVAC’s website:  
http://www.vfsglobal.ca/Canada/ghana/  

 
GHANA DIASPORA BUSINESS SUMMIT 
As part of ongoing efforts to engage with Ghanaian 
diaspora the Diaspora Support Unit (DSU) within the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration, in 
partnership with UNIBANK Ghana Limited, organized 
the Ghanaian Diaspora Business Summit on 06 
September 2013 at the Accra International 
Conference Centre. 
 
The Diaspora Business Summit was the culmination of 
concerted outreach efforts and due to requests from 
both the diaspora and government counterparts to 
create more opportunities for interaction and to learn 
ways to grow diaspora’s businesses in Ghana. 
Participation at the event reached full capacity and 
included senior government officials, including the 
Minister, representatives from UNIBANK and IOM, 
members of the Ghanaian diaspora from within the 
region and abroad, media and the DSU. 
 
Key topics discussed during the Summit included: the 
Dual Citizenship Act, and investment opportunities 
and incentives in Ghana. Emphasis was placed on the 
country’s political and macro-economic stability and 
economic resources.  The diaspora were encouraged 
to strive for creativity in their endeavours. 
 
Finally, a business and investment clinic was offered 
by the Ghana Investment Promotion Council (GIPC), 
Export Development and Agricultural Investment Fund 
(EDIAF) and UNIBANK Ghana Limited, whereby 
diaspora could seek one-on-one advice from resource 
persons.  
 
Note: The DSU was launched in November 2012 as 
part of an outcome of the IOM initiated diaspora 
engagement project. For additional information please 
visit the website: http://www.ghanaiandiaspora.com/ 

 
 

Members of the CVAC team outside the new 
centre. © IOM 2013 (Photo: Lawrence Chow) 

http://www.vfsglobal.ca/Canada/ghana/
http://www.ghanaiandiaspora.com/
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SAVING LIVES THROUGH TB DETECTION: A TEAM 
EFFORT IN WESTERN GHANA 
IOM Ghana was selected as one of 37 participants in 
the global TB REACH programme that is overseen by 
the Stop TB Partnership and funded by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and 
Development (DFATD) Canada. The project aims to 
intensify tuberculosis (TB) detection among refugees 
and host communities, border communities, mining 
and urban vulnerable communities through a mobile 
diagnostic van using GeneXpert MTB/RIF technology. 
The TB REACH team works in coordination with 
Ghana’s National TB Control Programme and the 
project will run for one year in five districts in the 
Western Region.  
 
The Western Region was chosen as the focus for the 
current TB REACH initiative due to its location as a 
major mining hub for gold and manganese, oil fields, 
influx of migrant workers from within and outside of 
Ghana for employment and the presence of two 
refugee camps. Since field work commenced on 04 
June 2013 through 22 November, 33 health 
volunteers have reached a total of 203,961 individuals 
undertaking household visits or individual interviews 
at markets, community gathering points, and prisons.   

Community volunteers refer individuals presenting 
symptoms of TB to the medical team for an evaluation 
and potential testing. Once an individual arrives at the 
IOM/TB REACH tent, their bio-data is taken, they are 
examined by medical personnel and are sent to the 
van for GeneXpert testing. A sputum sample is taken 
and the lab technician processes and tests the 
samples. Individuals who are diagnosed with TB are 
counselled by health staff and provided a referral 
letter to seek free treatment at the nearest TB 
treatment centre.  
 
“Prior to my meeting with you (the TB REACH team), 

I’d the impression that TB is a curse from the gods, 
and it’s incurable. That’s why we call it 
‘’nsamanwa” (ghost cough).  I was afraid. But through 
your explanations, I’m no more afraid. I know it’s not 
a curse to have TB. Now I’m ready to be tested. Even if 
I found out that I’ve the disease too, I’ll get help from 
the hospital.’’-  A patient prior to screening. 
Commenting on progress made thus far IOM Project 
Manager, Francis Dagbah urges, “you too can 
contribute to the health of another person and 
improve their life. Don’t just sit down, health is a 
passionate issue and challenges can only be solved if 
we wake up and contribute to change.” 
 
The community-based TB detection project has been 
well received both by the Ghana Health Service and 
National TB Control Programme, and IOM was invited 
to share its progress at the National TB Control 
Programme 2013-Mid Year Review Meeting held 24-
27 September 2013.   

   
NATIONAL MIGRATION POLICY REVIEW 
The members of the Inter Ministerial Sub-Committee 
on Migration (IMSCM) met in Dodowa, Ghana on 28-
29 November 2013, to provide the final inputs to 
Ghana’s National Migration Policy. The Sub-
Committee, representing various sectors, Ministries 
and academia, has been working to develop a 
National Migration Policy for Ghana over the past few 
years. The meeting in Dodowa was the final review 
process prior to submission to the Minister.   
 
Ms. Dyane Epstein, IOM Chief of Mission in Ghana and 
Hon. James Agalga, Deputy Minister of the Ministry of 
the Interior, also attended the meeting and thanked 
the members for their continued efforts.  
 
Speaking about the formation of Ghana’s national 
migration policy, Ms. Epstein, said “there is no doubt 
the outcome of the review will be successful in 
supporting the Government’s migration management 
goals.” 
 
Deputy Minister Agalga, further acknowledged the 
commitment and role played the IMSCM. In 
conclusion, he stated the Government’s continuous 
efforts to ensure national migration policy is enacted 
in a timely manner.  
 
FOR THE LOVE OF A MOTHER: NHIAL’S RETURN TO 
SOUTH SUDAN  
This story is a continuation of Nhial’s journey, which 
was first profiled by IOM in the article ‘Against all 
odds’ in May 2013. Upon learning of the death of his 

IOM TB Reach medical staff and volunteers in 
western Ghana. © IOM 2013 

http://weblog.iom.int/blog/2013/05/02/against-all-odds
http://weblog.iom.int/blog/2013/05/02/against-all-odds
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mother in South Sudan, Nhial made the heart 
wrenching journey back to his homeland for the first 
time in 15 years, in August and September 2013. 

Charting a Course into the Unknown 
Nhial Malia left his mother Mary Nyayok Hoth and 
only surviving sibling, his brother Pout, 15 years ago 
when his uncle received an opportunity to resettle to 
the United States. With assistance from IOM, Nhial 
and his uncle’s family relocated to Houston, Texas. 
Through the generosity of community members, Nhial 
managed to thrive and gained not only his high school 
diploma, and a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from 
Bethany College, but also a new family – his 
godmother Betsy and mom and dad, Jen and Dan.  
 
After gaining US citizenship, Nhial decided to join the 
Peace Corps to give back what he felt was given to him 
by the American people. He says that his time spent in 
northern Ghana moved quickly and soon his two year 
commitment was up (in 2012). […] He made the 
decision to extend his time in Ghana for another year 
as he was afraid that if he returned home to Texas, it 
could be another 15 years before he had the 
opportunity to return to South Sudan and he could not 
bear leaving the continent without seeing his mother.  
 
His hope stirred in early 2013 when, miraculously his 
mother – herself illiterate and poor – somehow 
managed to find Nhial’s phone number in Ghana and 
made a life changing call to him. It lasted only minutes 
but it was a gift. Sadly in April 2013, just four months 
from when he would make the journey to South 
Sudan, Nhial’s mother Mary passed away. After he 
received word of her death Nhail knew there was no 
other choice but to return. He had hoped to tell his 
mother about his life and what had happened and 
soon this dream trip changed dynamic to a trip of 
discovery. 
 

When asked how difficult it was to make the decision 
to return to South Sudan after learning about his 
mother, Nhial responded, “I never wanted to ask 
myself, what if?, what if I didn’t go? – I have always 
lived my life without regrets.” Although his friends and 
family in Houston were concerned for Nhial’s safety 
they knew he needed closure to make his life more 
meaningful and to give it direction. 
 
Continue reading on the IOM weblog http://
weblog.iom.int/blog/2013/10/24/love-mother-%E2%
80%93-nhial%E2%80%99s-journey-south-sudan   

 
PARTNERING AT UN DAY EVENTS 
The United Nations agencies in Ghana joined the UN 
family worldwide to commemorate the 68th annual 
UN Day on 24 October 2013. The day was celebrated 
in Ghana under the theme “The United Nations system 
and “Delivering as One” in Ghana: Supporting the 
MDGs and the Post-2015 Development Framework”. 
The morning session witnessed the official opening 
and a flag raising ceremony held on the grounds of 
State house. The afternoon session was characterized 
by an exhibition, which focused on the four main 
national development themes that the UN in Ghana 
supports under the UN Development Assistance 
Framework (UNDAF) 2012 - 2016. A fifth section was 
dedicated to showcasing how the UN in Ghana applies 
its ‘Delivering as One’ approach.  
 
IOM activities fall within themes three and four 
(human development, productivity and employment; 
and transparent and accountable governance 
respectively). During the exhibition event, IOM 
showcased its work to plan and implement 
preventative interventions for migrants and mobile 
populations along the country’s main transport 
corridors who are vulnerable to HIV/AIDS (primarily 
through research). The IOM team also took the 
opportunity to highlight its work to enhance the 
engagement of the country’s diaspora in sustainable 
national socio-economic development. 

IOM Reintegration Assistant, Valentina Amados 
stands ready to answer questions. © IOM 2013 

Nhial arrives in Juba. © IOM 2013 

IOM Ghana donors and partners include: UNDP, European Commission, UNAIDS,  Canada, Netherlands,  
Australia, Japan, Italy, USPRM, SUABROAD, UNICEF, USAID, United Kingdom and British Council. 

http://weblog.iom.int/blog/2013/10/24/love-mother-%E2%80%93-nhial%E2%80%99s-journey-south-sudan
http://weblog.iom.int/blog/2013/10/24/love-mother-%E2%80%93-nhial%E2%80%99s-journey-south-sudan
http://weblog.iom.int/blog/2013/10/24/love-mother-%E2%80%93-nhial%E2%80%99s-journey-south-sudan
http://weblog.iom.int/blog/2013/10/24/love-mother-%E2%80%93-nhial%E2%80%99s-journey-south-sudan
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FROM GHANA TO LIBERIA: A FAMILY SHARES THEIR 
STORY 
On 27 October, a family of eight took the first step in 
rebuilding their life in Liberia. They departed from 
Accra, Ghana to Monrovia, Liberia, with IOM 
assistance, to seek out remaining family and friends, 
and to finally settle into a home and peaceful 
existence.  

Madison told IOM staff that he fled Liberia on 26 July 
1990 to Côte d’Ivoire when he was only 14 years old 
to escape the violence of the first Liberian civil war. 
During the war he was shot in the leg and had to have 
his leg amputated, causing a lifelong disability, 
although he is able to walk with the assistance of 
crutches. The experience of being in Liberia during the 
conflict was scarring and Madison says he left Liberia 
on his own as he was witness to “communities and 
families torn apart by the war.”   
 
After arriving to Côte d’Ivoire Madison attempted to 
start a life for himself and eventually met and married 
Rose, a fellow Liberian national who had fled during 
the war. They soon started their family and had five 
children before they were forced to flee due to the 
crisis in Côte d’Ivoire, and fears for the safety of their 

children. They arrived in Ghana in 2011, and found 
safety at Budumburam refugee camp. Madison was in 
the hospital at the time of refugee registration and 
therefore says the family was unable to register for 
refugee status. The family remained in Ghana 
stranded and had one additional child, before they 
heard about the IOM voluntary return opportunity for 
Liberian nationals.   
  
Nearly, one month after their return to Liberia, IOM 
staff met with the family to assess their reintegration 
progress. Madison and Rose say they used their initial 
cash grant to rent accommodation in Monrovia for the 
next six months and enrol their children in the local 
school. However, they find the capital city expensive 
and have worries about their ability to stay in the city 
without securing additional income.  
 
They remain hopeful about the future and are happy 
to have their children in school. Madison further 
explained he was trained as a pastor in Côte d’Ivoire 
and preaches the gospel.  “I know what it means to 
suffer and I want to help others so that they don’t 
suffer as I did.”  

 
MENDING THE WAY TOWARDS SUCCESS: RETURN 
FROM LIBYA REVISITED 
Following the return of Ghanaian nationals from Libya, 
IOM implemented the project, Emergency 
Reintegration of Ghanaians Affected by the 2011 
Libyan Crisis to assist many individuals and 
communities to cope with this sudden return 
movement. The project, funded by the Japanese 
government, finished in March 2013 and we recently 
visited with a recipient of assistance, Dawuda 
Mohammed, to find out more about his story and 
progress.  
 
In March 2011, 38 year old Dawuda returned to 
Ghana after fleeing violence in Libya, cutting short his 
ambitions for a better life. “Having to flee the crisis in 
Libya without being able to take my belongings was 

Madison and Rose complete paperwork for 
their family to return to Liberia. © IOM 2013 
(Photo: Mariëlle Tra) 

INTERNATIONAL  MIGRANTS DAY  is an official United Nations day celebrated on 18 December each year, 

to recognise and respect the fundamental rights and freedoms of all migrants. It is also the day when, in 2000, the 
UN General Assembly adopted the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of Their Families. 
 
The following articles feature the stories of migrants returning to or from Ghana and demonstrate that each of the 
millions of migrants in the world have hopes and dreams for a better future and can make a positive contribution to 
society. For more information regarding International Migrants Day please visit the website: http://www.un.org/
en/events/migrantsday/background.shtml  

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY – SPECIAL EDITION   

http://www.un.org/en/events/migrantsday/background.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/migrantsday/background.shtml
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demoralizing but the only reasonable option,” 
Dawuda sorrowfully disclosed. Apart from being faced 
with the situation whereby he had to leave behind the 
assets he accumulated over three years of hard work 
in Libya, he was forced to leave without collecting two 
months of salary owed to him before the crisis broke 
out.  
 
Having participated in an IOM safe migration and 
business training, Dawuda’s mind was disabused from 
ever embarking on irregular migration. He revealed 
that the training taught him a lot of life lessons that 
will forever benefit him in both social and economic 
endeavours. As an example, he now has a savings 
account, a practice he previously believed was meant 
for formal sector workers. 
 
Dawuda also attributes an increase in his clientele 
base for his sewing shop to the skills he acquired in 
the business development training. He further 
explains, “I never knew the customer was always to be 
treated as a king until my participation in the training; 
I learnt this and many other values in the training.” 
Reflecting on the assistance provided from the IOM 
intervention, Dawuda says he earns very well from his 
new industrial sewing machines and he and his family 
were able to benefit from a year of free national 
health insurance coverage, as part of the project.  
 
Dawuda told IOM staff that he finally feels he is over 
the nightmares that characterized the early days of his 
return, particularly before the intervention of IOM. “I 
feel very fine now because I can take care of my family 
upkeep from my sewing business. I even make savings 
from it.” Dawuda proudly revealed. 

 
GIVING A VOICE TO AUTISM IN GHANA 
The following is the profile of one diaspora returnee 
and their contribution to Ghana. 
 
Meet Serwah Quaynor, the Founder and Executive 
Director of Autism Awareness Caring and Training 

(AACT). In 1998 she decided to return to Ghana from 
the United States, where she was married and lived 
for 30 years, and was inspired by her young son to 
start a centre to help children and families affected by 
autism in Ghana. According to Serway, “sometimes it 
takes what seems to be a misfortune to show us the 
real blessings in our lives.” 
 
When Serway’s son Nortey was sixteen years old she 
struggled to cope with his behaviours (self-injurious, 
aggression, insomnia et.) and a lack of her own sleep. 
She asked herself, “What was I to do in a country 
where there were no services for children with 
autism? I felt like an outcast, dejected, alone and 
petrified!” Not finding immediate support Serway 
began speaking to others about her son and autism. 
Thus began her awareness campaign and the families 
support group. “Autism did exist in Ghana and I was 
finding it.” 
 
In Ghana, many people are not seeking the necessary 
help that they need; instead they are hiding these 
children at home, locking them up in their rooms, and 
denying them their basic human rights.  
 
After engaging a special education teacher, Nortey 
and other affected children were able to receive 
training and AACT was formally launched in 1998 in 
the back of Serway’s home. Fifteen years on, AACT 
works out of a house in Kokomlemle and currently 
operate with close to 40 children, ranging from pre-
schoolers to young adults.  AACT’s training focuses on 
behaviour management, functional academics, music 
and art therapy, speech and occupational therapy and 
life skills training.  
 
Explaining AACT’s mission Serway said, “Our dream is 
to see a society that is more inclusive and sensitive to 
the needs of persons with autism. It is time to AACT 
Now!” For more information visit: http://
www.aact.org.gh/ 

Dawuda at his sewing shop. © IOM 2013 

The AACT family in Accra, Ghana. © AACT 
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