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Participants of the candlelit vigil at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration. © IOM 2015 

IOM AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS HOLD CANDLELIGHT VIGIL IN MEMORY OF LOST MIGRANT LIVES 
 
A Candlelight Vigil was held as part of activities marking International Migrants Day 2015, which falls on December 18. The Vigil, which 

took place in Accra, was organized jointly by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Regional Integration (MFARI) to commemorate the migrants that have lost their lives or have disappeared during journeys across seas 

and deserts this year. 

  

It was a global initiative observed in communion with all migrants and all IOM Missions and countries worldwide. The vigil offered the 

platform for survivors, returnees, family and friends to share emotional testimonies about migrants perishing from thirst, hunger, 

drowning and at robbery by bandits.  

  

In an address, Ms Sylvia Lopez-Ekra, Chief of Mission, International Organization for Migration (IOM), said the gathering was to share 

the grief of families who lost their loved ones and to dissuade potential migrants from embarking on irregular migration. 

  

Ms Lopez-Ekra urged potential migrants—mainly the youth — to put a higher value on their lives by avoiding to willingly risk their lives 

using irregular routes. She encouraged all stakeholders to take action by warning potential irregular migrants of the risks involved but 

also by providing them with alternative opportunities. 

 

In her remarks, Ms Christine Evans-Klock, United Nations Resident Coordinator and Resident Representative of the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP), called for the humane treatment of migrants and their access to justice regardless of their 

migration status and pledged the UN System’s commitment to the protection of migrants and their rights. Read more. 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Organization-for-Migration-in-Ghana/799779106721303?skip_nax_wizard=true&ref_type=bookmark
https://twitter.com/IOM_Ghana


 

 
Officials at EVD preparedness training. © IOM 2015 

 

GHANA’S FRONTLINE BORDER OFFICIALS IMPROVE EBOLA PREPAREDNESS 
 

IOM Ghana, under its Ebola (EVD) preparedness project, has organized a series of training 

workshops at eight points of entry across the country aimed at building the capacity of 

frontline officers to detect and manage potential cases of Ebola at borders.  

 

The 16 trainings took place between July and October 2015 and aimed to reach 700 border 

officials from the Port Health Unit of the Ghana Health Service, Ghana Immigration Service, 

and the Customs Division of Ghana Revenue Authority. The officials are based at eight entry 

points across the country:  Tema and Takoradi ports; Kotoka international airport; and the 

Elubo, Aflao, Paga, Hamile and Sampa border crossing points. 

 

The training was designed to better prepare them to include EVD and other communicable 

disease surveillance in their daily work. New Standard Operating Procdures (SOPs) for 

strengthened border health surveillance in Ghana have also been rolled out. 

 

IOM has put a special emphasis on empowering officers to protect themselves from Ebola or 

any other infectious disease in the line of duty. The objective was for frontline staff who often 

conduct inspections with bare hands, to understand the importance of wearing gloves and 

other personal protective equipment (PPE). 

 

 The outbreak of Ebola in West Africa has claimed an unprecedented number of doctors, 

nurses and other health care workers’ lives. One of the reasons for this was shortages of PPE 

and their improper use. Read more 

 

 

 
Participants of the Forum for Intra-Regional Consultations  for African Regional Frameworks on Migration© IOM 2015 

  

AFRICA REGIONAL FRAMEWORKS ON MIGRATION’S INTRA-REGIONAL 
CONSULTATIONS CONVENE IN GHANA 
  

The Government of Ghana hosted in Accra the first Joint Annual Forum for Intra-Regional 

Consultations of African Regional Frameworks on Migration. The three-day Conference (16 – 

18 September) was held under the theme Enhancing Capacities of Africa Regional Frameworks 

on Migration to Facilitate Intra-Regional Labour Mobility, Free Movement of Persons and 

Integrated Border Management.  

 

A joint initiative of the African Union Commission (AUC), International Organization for 

Migration (IOM), the Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the International Labour 

Organization (ILO), the Forum’s key objective is to enhance capacities of the Africa Regional 

Frameworks on Migration to facilitate intra-regional labour mobility, free movement of persons 

and integrated border management through sharing of knowledge, information, good 

practices, experiences and lessons learnt.  

  

The Accra Forum is expected to contribute to the implementation of the AU Assembly 

Declaration on Migration adopted its 25th Ordinary Session in Johannesburg in June, 2015 

and specifically provide inputs towards the preparation of the Africa-EU Summit on Migration 

in Valletta, Malta in November, 2015. 

 

 

 

Child Protection Partnership 

 

The U.S. Embassy in Accra and U.S. 

government’s Office to Monitor and 

Combat Trafficking in Persons have 

announced the award of $5 million to 

the International Organization on 

Migration (IOM) and Free the Slaves 

(FTS), an international NGO working 

in Ghana, for activities that will 

support the recently signed U.S.-

Ghana Child Protection Compact 

(CPC) Partnership. The CPC 

Partnership is the first-ever jointly 

developed plan to address child sex 

trafficking and forced child labor 

within Ghana.  

 

As CPC implementing partners, IOM 

and FTS will work collaboratively with 

the government of Ghana and other 

civil society organizations to combat 

forced child labor and child sex 

trafficking in the Volta, Central, and 

Greater Accra regions over the next 

four years. 

 

IOM will work with the Ghanaian 

government to strengthen internal 

coordination and to establish 

protocols and referral mechanisms 

for victim identification and ensuring 

a timely and effective response to 

suspected cases of trafficking. The 

Organization will also build the skills 

of social service workers, police, 

judges and prosecutors and support 

increased enforcement of child 

trafficking laws by providing logistical 

support to Ghanaian police and 

assisting victims and witnesses’ 

participation in criminal proceedings. 

Support for improved care and 

services to child survivors 

rehabilitated in a government-

sponsored shelter will also take place 

for 18 months.   

#LightTheirWay 

 

IOM in Ghana has distributed 34 solar 

lanterns to child survivors of 

trafficking who were rescued from 

fishing communities along Lake Volta. 

 

The children have since been 

rehabilitated, reintegrated and 

enrolled in schools in their 

communities across four regions in 

the country. Most of them were 

rescued in 2011 and since then have 

received regular support from IOM 

including individual counselling and 

monitoring by an IOM Ghana social 

worker, who raised the alarm 

regarding the impact that the current 

power crisis had on the 

children. Read more  
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http://www.iom.int/news/iom-ghana-distributes-solar-lanterns-rescued-children#.VZOTk0XFN1I.facebook


 
Dr. Pepera demonstrating the use of the colposcope equipment to the doctors at the Korle Bu Polyclinic 

 

DR. ANSOMAA PEPERA LIVES HER DREAM OF SERVING HUMANITY  
 

In spite of the golden opportunities for her as a full time doctor at the Guy’s and St Thomas 

Hospital in the UK, Dr. Ansoma Pepera decided to take advantage of IOM’s “Temporary Return 

of Qualified Migrants” project to give support in her field of specialization in her home country 

of Ghana.  

 

Dr Pepera is an accredited colposcopist and trainer by the British Society of Colposcopy and 

Cervical Pathology. For approximately 3 months, she voluntarily trained 7 medical doctors 

and 3 nurses at the Korle Bu Teaching Hospital, Korle Bu Polyclinic, Battor Hospital and Ridge 

Hospital. 

 

Initially, during the training at the Korle Bu Polyclinic, the colposcopist had to use her own 

equipment to train the family health doctors, until the clinic acquired its own colposcope 

instrument through her initiative. 

  

To help put her teachings to effective practice, she assisted the Korle Bu Polyclinic to procure 

a portable colposcope instrument, which was procured with funds from the International 

Organization on Migration (IOM). The producers of the genocular brand of the equipment 

offered a discount as part of their corporate social responsibility towards this worthy cause of 

saving women’s lives in Ghana. Read more 
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PARTNERSHIPS TO COMBAT CHILD TRAFFICKING  
 

The French Embassy in Ghana is partnering with IOM in Ghana to increase the Ghanaian 

public’s knowledge of the country’s anti-human trafficking law. 

 

The French Embassy and IOM, in close collaboration with relevant stakeholders, in particular 

the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection, will design a concise booklet that 

explains the Ghanaian anti-human trafficking law in a simple and accessible way, using local 

languages and cartoons. The booklet will also provide information on how to report a case of 

human trafficking. This new tool will be given to the Department of Social Welfare and 

Community Development for use especially in Central, Volta and Greater Accra regions. Click 

here to learn more 

 

 
IOM trains government officials to effectively implement Ghana's new National Migration Policy. © IOM 2015 

 

 

Returnee Reintegration   

 
IOM Ghana facilitated the return and 

reintegration of a returnee from the 

Netherlands through the Assisted 

Voluntary Return and Reintegration 

(AVRR) program. 

 

Mr. A.Y travelled to the Netherlands 

in November 2014 with the intention 

of securing gainful employment for 

better living both for himself and his 

family. While in Ghana Mr A.Y was a 

professional driver with hands-on 

experience on trades such as 

electricals and painting. 

Five months in the Netherlands 

without a good job, he took to 

barbering and cleaning to survive, 

his health deteriorated with him 

needing urgent medical attention. 

 

IOM Ghana with financial help from 

IOM Netherlands assisted him to 

return and set up a business. IOM 

Ghana developed a business plan 

based on his skills which helped him 

to start a taxi business in Kumasi 

which has yielded him much profit. 

The reintegration package also gave 

him access to good medical care, 

which led to his improved health and 

wellbeing.  

  

   

#IamAMigrant   

 
“I suppose I am one of those 

who almost made it. You don’t 

hear much about migrants like 

me, because we didn’t die at sea 

or in the desert. We just didn’t 

make it to Europe.” 

I left home with dream of getting to 

Europe where I was told I would 

easily find a job which would mean I 

would be able to look after my 
siblings.  

After months of travelling through 

West Africa by whatever means, I 

eventually made it to Libya where I 

paid 800 euros to men who promised 

they would put me on a big boat that 

would finally take me to Europe.  

After several weeks of waiting, I was 

one of about 75 mostly Africans who 

were shoved onto a small rubber 

boat in the early morning. A few in 

our group initially refused to get onto 

this boat because it did not look 

strong or even big enough to carry 

all of us to Europe. The men in 

charge were very aggressive and 

were simply not interested in our 
complaints about the boat. 

We did not make it to Europe. 

Instead we spent 5 days aimlessly 

floating around and lost at sea. When 

the boat started deflating we thought 

we were all going to die. 

As our food and water ran out, we 

eventually drifted towards the 

  

http://graphic.com.gh/lifestyle/life/52506-dr-ansomaa-pepera-lives-her-dream-of-serving-humanity.html
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-french-embassy-ghana-join-forces-combat-child-trafficking
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-french-embassy-ghana-join-forces-combat-child-trafficking


 

GHANA BUILDS NATIONAL MIGRATION POLICY CAPACITY 
  

In April the Government of Ghana formally approved a National Migration Policy (NMP.)  The 

policy was developed with support from IOM Ghana and the IOM Development Fund (IDF). 

 

To support its implementation, between August and October 2015, IOM trained 48 

government officials from 11 institutions. The two five-day trainings, which took place in Ho, 

the capital of the Volta Region, were designed to foster ownership and strengthen the capacity 

of key government officials to effectively implement the new policy. 

 

They also provided a platform for dialogue and shared experiences to bridge the gap between 

strategy and implementation of the policy, which addresses internal migration, labour 

migration, diaspora mobilization and engagement, environment and climate change, 

migration and gender, border management, migrants’ protection, international cooperation, 

and other cross-cutting issues in migration management. Read more 

 

 
The community volunteers newly trained on child protection © IOM 2015 

 

IOM AND UNICEF LAUNCH PROJECT TO PREVENT CHILD TRAFFICKING 
THROUGH CHILD’S RIGHT EDUCATION IN THE VOLTA REGION OF GHANA 
 

IOM Ghana with support from UNICEF recently started a new project to increase Child 

Protection and Combat Child Trafficking in 8 District of the Volta Region through Community 

Child Rights Education. Through this project, IOM will work with District Social Welfare and 

Community Development staff to train community leaders in 40 communities across 8 

Districts of the Volta Region on the FREE TO BE ME community education toolkit. It is 

estimated the project will reach out to at least 4,000 individuals and their families. This 

initiative will be carried out in close collaboration with the Department of Community 

Development and the Department of Social Welfare. 

 

The FREE TO BE ME toolkit was previously developed and piloted by IOM in partnership with 

UNICEF in 6 communities in 3 districts within the Volta Region. It is designed to bolster 

national and local trafficking prevention efforts and create a community driven approach to 

child protection. The toolkit is a new promising approach to counter-trafficking and child 

protection awareness that is grounded in community education and behaviour change. For 

more information, please follow this link. 

 

 
 

 

 

Tunisian coast where we were 

rescued and sent to a detention 

centre. I stayed there for a month 
before I was freed. 

When I arrived back home in Ghana, 

my friends and relatives wanted to 

know why I had come back with 

nothing. Many wanted to know when 

I would try again. 

However, I do not see myself as a 

failure. For me, the most important 

thing was that I felt lucky that I had 
survived at sea and that I am alive.  

Click here to read the full story. 

Study visit to Tunisia  

and Sicily 

 
From 23 to 27 November 2015, IOM 

facilitated a study visit of officials 

from the Ghana Immigration Service 
(GIS) to Tunisia and Italy.  

The study tour began in Tunisia with a visit of 

the Migrant Resource Centre (MRC) in Tunis. 

This site visit gave Immigration officials an 

opportunity to learn from the set up and 

functioning of the Centre as well as on the 

partnerships the Centre had established with 

key institutions in Tunisia to provide support to 

migrants. The good practices acquired during 

the time in Tunisia will be replicated in Ghana 

for the effective running of the Migrant 

Information Centre (MIC) constructed by IOM 

in cooperation with GIS, with funding from the 
European Union. 

The tour continued in Catania, Italy with visits 

to Pozallo and Augusta Landing Sites which 

allowed the participants to observe first-hand 

the reality of the migrant crisis in the 

Mediterranean. Officers will now be better 

placed to provide accurate information to 

potential migrants who visit the MIC. The 

circuit made a strong impression on the 

officers and provided new ideas for the 

development of innovative safe migration 

campaigns.  GIS officers also vowed to 

continue to work with the Italian police for 
information exchange. 

The study tour forms part of activities of the 

three year (2014 – 2017) Ghana Integrated 

Migration Management Approach (GIMMA) 

Project jointly implemented by the IOM and 

GIS, funded under the 10th European 

Development Fund (EDF) of the European 

Union (EU). 

 

Stranded children return 

home 

IOM assisted the Governments of 

Ghana and South Africa to repatriate 

21 Ghanaian children who had been 

stranded in South Africa. They were 

originally recruited by a Ghanaian 

Agent to train in a football club. 

However, the Agent then left them 

stranded in South Africa.  

 

Thanks to the collaboration of IOM 

Ghana and IOM South Africa, and in 

close cooperation with South African 

and Ghanaian Government Agencies, 

the children were able to return 

home.  

 

http://www.iom.int/news/ghana-builds-national-migration-policy-capacity
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-ghana-combats-child-trafficking-through-education-volta-region
http://iamamigrant.org/stories/ghana/emmanuel

