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Some of the children rescued by IOM at the rehabilitation center. © IOM 2015 

 

 20 CHILDREN RESCUED FROM TRAFFICKING AND FORCED LABOUR IN FISHING COMMUNITIES 

 
After months of preparation and weeks of community sensitization and registration, IOM - in collaboration with the 
Department of Social Welfare, Community Development and the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit of Government Police 
Service rescued a total of 20 children from trafficking from three communities in the Volta Region. The 20 rescued 
children - 19 boys and 1 girl - were all trafficked into the fishing sector for labour exploitation. 
 
The children were between the ages of 8 to 17 and were kept in servitude between 2 months and 10 years. During that 
time, most of them worked from dawn till late in the night (often until midnight) whilst being fed inadequately, at times 

only once a day. All were denied education and some faced corporal punishment at the hand of their fishing masters. 
They were all rehabilitated at a Child Protection Centre outside Accra where they spent three and a half months. At the 
centre, they received quality and abundant food to address their malnutrition, they were able to rest, participate in fun 
activities and enjoy for the first time in a long while, the caring attention of adults. 
 
10 out of the 20 children had never gone to school. They were given basic literacy lessons, meant to empower them 
with fundamental learning skills. This was vital to prepare them for a successful transition to formal education at the 
rehab centre before being enrolled into formal schools. 
 
The rehabilitation time was also used to organize medical/psychosocial therapy with the children. During an initial 
medical screening, it was determined that many of the children suffered with Bilharzia, which is caused by parasitic 
worms present in the lake. Blood in their urine is a sign of urinary tract infection and immediate treatment was started 

as bilharzia in children can cause poor growth and learning difficulties. One child suffered from severe eczema but 
received first aid to avoid its spread. 
 
IOM during the rehab process located and assessed the children’s families to prepare for their return home. The 
Organization strongly believes in upholding the fundamental right of children to grow up in a family environment and 
will make every effort to reunite the children with parents or family members, as long as they are deemed capable of 
looking after the children in a responsible manner 
 
When the need arises, IOM also works closely with Social Welfare to find foster parents. Parents are counselled and 
made to sign a social contract including a commitment not to re-engage in trafficking. They are given income-generating 
support to better cater to their children’s needs in the future. In the meantime, IOM continues to work in the fishing 

communities where the children were rescued from to carry out a community development project and work with the 
fishermen to find alternative solutions to trafficking. For more information, please contact Doris Yiboe at dyiboe@iom.int. 
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IOM staff and IOM Ghana EVD team at the fishing harbour in Takoradi © IOM 2015  

  

IOM PROMOTES EBOLA PREPAREDNESS 
 
Ghana is one of 15 priority countries targeted by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) for accelerated Ebola Preparedness, including the 
four countries (Guinea Bissau, Mali, Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire) bordering 
those with widespread and intense Ebola transmission. In August 2014, 
the WHO Emergency Committee identified “high mobility of populations 
and cross-border movement of infected travellers” as a key challenge 
facing Governments. With funding from the Government of Japan and the 
UN Joint Program, IOM Ghana is implementing the EVD Preparedness 
Program to prevent an outbreak of EVD (or other infectious diseases) in 

Ghana by building capacity to ensure that suspected cases are identified 
at selected border points, ports and airports and promoting public 
awareness and community engagement in communities close or linked to 
the selected Points of Entry. Read More 
 

 

 

 
Ghana Immigration Service Officials at Nyive Sector Command Office, one of the 

border posts assessed. © IOM 2015 

 

IOM CARRIES OUT BORDER ASSESSMENT  
Border assessment visits were conducted as part of activities under the 
“Ghana Integrated Migration Management Approach” (GIMMA) 
programme. There are currently forty-two approved land borders with 
several other entry points yet to be gazetted by the government being 
manned by the presence of Ghana Immigration Service (GIS). Due to 
their wide nature, the borders are often porous with unscrupulous 
migrants creating illegal access routes to out smart Immigration Officials. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Students Innovate 

 
 

IOM Ghana held its annual summer 
internship programme (June and July 
2015). Three students travelled to 
Ghana from Syracuse University US, 
to work with returning migrants or 
families of missing migrants from 
Nima, Accra and with rescued 
trafficked children being rehab at 

Child Protection Center.  

It’s amazing what 

#MigrantsContribute 

 
 
Mr. Clement Adu Twum is a Ghanaian 
Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) specialist currently 
working in The Hague, Netherlands. 
In March, Clement delivered two 
containers to Cape Coast Teaching 
Hospital, filled with hundreds of items 
such as computers, printers, 
televisions (including LCD 

information screens), beds, furniture 
and accessories. The donation will be 
used by the hospital, which also 
serves as a referral centre for the 
Western Region, to improve 
healthcare delivery. 

 
Click here to learn more. 

http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/Taking-Aim-at-Ebola-Prevention-in-Ghana.html
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/iomghana
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=964557020243510&id=799779106721303


This has contributed to incidence of smuggling, trafficking, and irregular 
migration along the borders of which GIS is trying to prevent. 
 
The aim of the assessment was to look at the existing practices, needs 
and priorities of border posts, detect the infrastructure and logistical gaps 
and identify the training needs of border patrol staff at the border posts. 

The assessment team undertook the border assessment along the 
Eastern and Western frontiers of Ghana. From 12th to 27th April 2015, the 
team visited some key border posts earmarked by GIS to be supported 
by the GIMMA programme.  
 
The draft assessment report produced by a consultant after the visit 
provided recommendations together with a clear action plan to be 
followed to enhance the borders.  
 
The GIMMA project is currently liaising with GIS authorities to see how 
the recommendations from the assessment report will be adopted and 
implemented within the framework of the project. This activity will ensure 

selected border posts in key border areas are strengthened to execute 
more effective border control. 

  
  

 
NATIONAL MIGRATION POLICY APPROVED  30 APRIL 2015 
 

The Government of Ghana has 
formally approved a National 
Migration Policy for implementation. 
The development of the National 
Migration Policy for Ghana received 

support from IOM through the IOM 
Development Fund (IDF).  
 
This constitutes a great leap towards  
setting the pace for improving the 
regulatory framework for effective 
migration management and 
mainstreaming migration into the 
national development framework. The 
policy addresses issues related to 
internal migration, labour migration, 
diaspora mobilization and 

engagement, environment and 
climate change, migration and gender, border management, migrants’ 
protection, international cooperation, and other cross-cutting issues in 
migration management 
 
 

 

 

Safe migration campaign in Sri Lanka carried out under the GAIM programme. © IOM 2015 

PHASE III OF GLOBAL ASSISTANCE TO IRREGULAR 
MIGRANTS PROGRAMME CONCLUDES  
 
At the end of March 2015, IOM Ghana and Sri Lanka concluded the third 
phase of the Global Assistance to Irregular Migrants (GAIM) programme. 

Over the course of 3 years, a total of 618 Sri Lankan nationals who were 

 
 

 
 

 

Child Protection 

 
 
The Counter-Trafficking Team 
concluded a successful child 
protection campaign early this 
year. It is hoped that the effects of 
this campaign will be long lasting. 

An expansion of the project is due 
to start in September 
  
“We the community members 
need to take such educational 
sessions like the ones done by 
IOM, seriously so as to avoid 
future  
misfortunes for our children.  

  
Father in Anoenu, Volta 
Region 

 

Cultural Orientation 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Canadian Orientation Abroad 
sessions have been delivered in 
several countries in West and Central 

Africa during the past 10 years, but 
COA never made it to The Gambia 
until now. From 23-25 April, 36 
refugees comprising 20 women and 
16 men from Liberia, Sierra Leone 
and Senegal were the first to benefit 
from this training in Banjul, The 
Gambia.  
 
Click here to learn more. 
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stranded in West Africa were assisted to return home and provided with 
reintegration support.  
 
The migrants had paid agents large sums of money to arrange travel to 
Canada, but once they had reached West Africa they were left without 
further arrangements or means to support themselves. The programme, 

managed by IOM Ghana, facilitated return for stranded migrants from 
Togo, Benin, Guinea, Ghana, Mali, Cameroon, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Nigeria, Mauritania and even from the Caribbean island of St. Lucia.  
 
Prior to return, IOM provided emergency assistance including shelter and 
hygiene kits, counselling and assessments in coordination with UNHCR, 
support to obtain travel documents. In Sri Lanka, immediate needs were 
alleviated through a small cash grant, while extensive reintegration 
support was provided through orientation sessions, trainings and in-kind 
assistance for income-generating activities.  
 
In addition, IOM Sri Lanka organised various Safe Migration Campaign 

activities to promote the message of migrating in a regular way. 
Information sessions, theatre shows and visibility materials were used to 
raise awareness in schools, communities and among other stakeholders. 
An innovative communication tool, the Community Response Mapping, 
was developed and used to measure impact of these campaign activities 
and yielded positive results.  
 
GAIM was funded by Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC). IOM is 
currently working on extending this programme.   

 

 
Kwame, a returnee migrant who was assisted by IOM in his provisions shop. © IOM 

2015   

 RETURNEE MIGRANT RECEIVES ASSISTANCE FROM IOM 
TO RUN SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS  
 
After almost three years travelling in order to find a better future, Kwame 

moved back to Ghana. During his journey, he paid a large amount of 
money in order to go first to Libya, where he stayed for 2 years, and then 
to Malta, where he spent 9 months in a detention centre. Thanks to IOM’s 
Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) programme, he 
eventually returned to Ghana. With the assistance he received from IOM, 
Kwame has been able to set up a provision store as well as a carpentry 
business. From these businesses, he is able to meet his daily needs, as 
well as those of his dependents.  
 
AVRR is a core activity of IOM and is part of a comprehensive approach 
to migration management. The aim is to assist with the orderly and 
humane return and reintegration of migrants who are unable or unwilling 

to remain in host countries and wish to return voluntarily to their 
countries of origin.  

 

 

2014 ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Have you read IOM Ghana's 2014 
Annual Report? If not, follow this 
link to learn what we have 
achieved: 

 
• 9,243 visa applications received 
for Canada  
• 5,040 migration health 
assessments and medical 
assistance for travel  
• 1,433 refugee health 
assessments  
• 1,080 refugees resettled  
• 512 migrants assisted with travel 
arrangements  
• 386 refugees and migrants 

provided with cultural orientation 
classes  
• 209 Liberian migrants 
repatriated  
• 208 Ghanaian returnees assisted  
• 142 migrants assisted with 
family reunification  
• 119 community education 
sessions on child protection 
organized  
• 108 students assisted to travel to 
UK and Ireland in partnership with 

the British Council  
• 34 children survivors of 
trafficking supported  
• 22 assignments by 13 diaspora 
experts  
• 20 stranded migrants assisted by 
GAIM project  

 

http://www.iom.int/sitreps/iom-ghana-annual-report-2014
http://www.iom.int/sitreps/iom-ghana-annual-report-2014

