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Three day Peace Festival brings Qatroun 

community together  

On 7-9 May, a three day Peace Festival took place in Qatroun high school. 
The festival brought together around 1,750 participants from the local 
community, displaced individuals, guests from neighboring areas and 
migrants to celebrate peace and social cohesion. 

Different civil society representatives as well as members from the local 
community came together to prepare a set of diverse exhibitions, folkloric 
singing, fashion shows, camel competitions and dancing performances.   

“The festival is an opportunity to promote the principles of peace and social 
cohesion. People from different mahallas in Qatroun municipality 
participated in the different theatrical performances, cultural events and 
heritage exhibitions,” said Qatroun’s Mayor Ali Sida. 

In addition, civil society organizations from both Sabha and Qatroun 
attended a training on project cycle and financial management, which took 
place in Sabha from 2 to 7 May and in Qatroun from 9 to 14 May. The training 
aims to enhance the capacity of local civil society organizations in drafting 
project proposals and following up with the implementation phase. 

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
 

 So far in 2017, 5,338 migrants have been 

rescued outside the Libyan coast, off the 

coastal cities of, Al Zawiyah, Zuwara and 

Tripoli.  

 

 On 6 May, 168 migrants (161 men and 5 

women and 2 children) were rescued at 

sea off Tripoli.  

 

 On 7 May, 146 migrants were rescued 
off the coasts off Zuwara and Az 
Zawiyah. The majority of these migrants 
were taken to Abu Salim and 
Suhada’Nasr detention centres.  

 

 Three days later, on 10 May, 497 
migrants were rescued off Tripoli coast 
and transferred to Mitiga detention 
centre. 

 

 On 18 May, 463 migrants (428 men, 27 
women and 8 children) were rescued off 
Az Zawiyah.  

 

 During the reporting period, 17 bodies 
were retrieved in Tripoli, Subratah and 
Az Zawiyah.  

 

 So far in 2017, 221 bodies have been 
retrieved along the Libyan coast.  

 

 In 2016, 18,904 migrants were rescued 

outside the Libyan coast.  

 

 IOM is working to improve the capacity 

of the Libyan Coast Guard and other 

actors that are part of rescue 

operations, as well as emergency 

interventions, which include health 

assistance and distribution of non-food 

items and hygiene kits to rescued 

migrants.  

 

 

 

MIGRATION NEWS  

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Organization-for-Migration/161303029020?ref=mf
http://twitter.com/IOM_Libya
http://www.youtube.com/iommigration
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iom-migration/
https://vine.co/u/1260720702941184000
https://www.pinterest.com/iomdrd/international-organization-for-migration-iom/


 

Members of Sabha civil society during project cycle and management training 

The trainees were also given a practical exercise where they produce project 
proposals including drafting budgets. 

The activities were funded by the Government of Germany and the 
European Union. 

 

Recreational activities at Abu Salim 

detention centre  

 

Some of the women at the detention centre making bracelets and necklaces. 

On 15 May, IOM through its implementing partner the Psycho-Social Support 
Team (PSS-team) organized a full day of recreational activities in Abu Salim 
detention centre. This is the seventh event that the PSS team has organized 
in two detention centres in Tripoli, Abu Salim and Triq Al Shook, since 
January 2017. 
  
Seventy-two migrants (49 men, 9 females and 14 unaccompanied minors) 
from 12 nationalities participated in the event. The previous events in Abu 
Salim have focused on women and children but this time, the PSS team 
wanted to include a large group of men as well, as they had identified a need 

If we can help Somalia, we can help Libya’s 
migrants too (The World Economic Forum) 

 
EU to conduct border patrols in Libya to stop 
migrants reaching Europe (The Independent) 
 

World turns blind eye to Libya slave trade: 

photographer (Reuters)  

 

Libyan coastguards rescue over 500 immigrants, 

exchange fire with smugglers (The Libya 

Observer)  

 

Italian foreign minister in Libya for talks on 

migrants and security (Middle East Eye)  

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

For the latest Mediterranean Update data 
on arrivals and fatalities please visit: 

http://migration.iom.int/europe  
 

#MigrationEurope 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

A global database tracking data on deceased 
and missing migrants along migratory 
routes. Visit MissingMigrants.iom.int  

 
#MissingMigrants 

 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/05/somalia-libya-international-organization-migrants/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2017/05/somalia-libya-international-organization-migrants/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/eu-libya-border-controls-stop-migrants-reaching-europe-a7736696.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/eu-libya-border-controls-stop-migrants-reaching-europe-a7736696.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-migrants-slavery-idUSKCN18D283
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-migrants-slavery-idUSKCN18D283
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/libyan-coastguards-rescue-over-500-immigrants-exchange-fire-smugglers
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/libyan-coastguards-rescue-over-500-immigrants-exchange-fire-smugglers
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/italian-fm-libya-talks-migrants-peace-and-stability-976500145
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/italian-fm-libya-talks-migrants-peace-and-stability-976500145
http://migration.iom.int/europe/
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/


for them to also get an opportunity to get out of their rooms and enjoy a full 
day of games. 
  
Men and women/children were divided into two groups and took part in 
various activities such as social theatre, circle of hope and ‘networking 
hands’ to build confidence and trust amongst each other and to release 
tensions and distress caused by the situation they face in detention. The 
women and children also got an opportunity to make their own necklaces 
and bracelets of their favourite colours and a football game was organized 
for the men. Baby milk and toys were provided for the young children and 
the PSS-team brought clothes for the migrants. This was much appreciated 
as many of the migrants had been wearing the same clothes for weeks and 
sometimes months.  
 
As a result of migrants not getting a chance to change clothes and to take 
regular showers, scabies outbreaks are frequently occurring in the detention 
centres. IOM and partners often respond with fumigation and anti-scabies 
treatment and currently one such intervention is planned for Triq Al Seeka 
detention centre. Some books were also distributed to the migrants in Abu 
Salim and during the break they enjoyed juice and chocolates.  
 
As part of the PSS team consisting of 11 staff members, were one doctor and 
one gynecologist. One migrant who had a hand injury was checked by the 
doctor and the female migrants were assisted by the gynecologist in the 
clinic at the detention centre. The PSS team will be returning to the 
detention centre in the coming days to follow up with psycho-social 
counselling sessions of four individuals that were identified during the 
recreational activities. 
 
The activity was funded by UK’s Department for International Development 
(DFID).  
 

 

 

208 migrants receive medical assistance 

including pregnant women 

During this period, 208 migrants in Surman, Shuhada’ Nasr, Abu Eissa, Shahat 
and Misratah detention centres received medical assistance for symptoms 
and diseases that included scabies, urinary tract infection, body pain, 
dehydration and gastroenteritis, including assistance during delivery.  

This assistance was done through the help of IOM’s implementing partner 
STACO and was funded by the EU’s Regional Development and Protection 
Programme and the Government of Finland. 

 

958 migrants and 911 displaced families 

receive non-food aid  

 
 

 

 
 

SECOND CHANCES 
 
 
On 21 October 2016, IOM Libya assisted two 

migrants from Gambia, 27 year-old Sally and 

22 year-old Shekou to return home from 

Tripoli, Libya.  

 

The two migrants who received IOM’s 

voluntarily return services, departed from Al 

Mitiga airport in Tripoli on 21 October and 

reached Banjul, Gambia on Saturday, 22 

October. 

 

One of them, Sally, used to work as a 

housemaid in Libya. But as she started 

considering leaving for better opportunities 

in Europe, she decided to end her contract. 

Then, on the way to a meeting with a new 

Libyan employer, she was in a car accident. 

Her aunt was killed and Sally was the only 

survivor. Injured, Sally was taken to Az 

Zawiyah hospital but because she needed 

urgent spinal fixation, she was transferred to 

Sbeaa hospital in Tripoli.  

 
Paralyzed from the waist down, Sally stayed 

here for about five months while the medical 

staff, with the help of IOM, cared for her. 

IOM, which followed her case closely, 

contacted Sally’s family and assisted with 

issuing her travel documents. Today, Sally is 

happily re-united with her family.  

 

Shekou who left Gambia in February 2016 

also intended to go to Libya. “I wanted to find 

work so I can take care of my daughter and 

my family that I left behind,” he explained to 

IOM.  

 

“I thought the journey would be easy,” he 

added. But Shekou travelled from Gambia 

trough Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso and then 

through Niger. From the Nigerien city of 

Agades, Shekou crossed through the desert.  

 



 

Girl enjoys a festival in Sabha 

A total of 911 displaced families in Sabha, Sirte and Benghazi received non-
food items that included blankets, pillows, mattresses and hygiene kits.  

In addition, forty-five Bangladeshi migrants in Zleiten, 125 in Trig al Seka and 
123 at Mitiga detention centres received hygiene kits and non-food items 
including clothes and slippers. 

This direct assistance was funded by the Government of Japan, the 
Government of the UK, the Office of US for Foreign Disaster and the US 
Department of State: Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration. 

An estimated 7,200 migrants are currently at 27 detention centres in Libya, 
all in need of direct assistance. 

 

Migrants rescued at sea receive health 

assistance and non-food aid 

 

IOM staff speaks to one of the rescued women and one of the children 

 
 
 
Back in May 2016, John and 24 other 

migrants had attempted the dangerous 

journey across the Mediterranean Sea on a 

rubber boat. Four days into the crossing, 

their boat was rescued by what they first 

thought was the Italian navy, however, to 

their disappointment they discovered that it 

was the Libyan navy and that they were still 

outside the Libyan coast. 

 

“Many of my friends died in the desert 

because we ran out of food and water. I had 

to bury my friends but forced myself to 

continue the journey” 

 

 

Shekou explained as he continued to describe 

how he moved within Libya, from Al Qatrun 

to Sabha and then continued to Bani Walid. 

“We were caught on the way and thrown in 

prison for 4 or 5 months before we managed 

to escape.” 

 

Shekou then went to Tripoli hoping to find a 

job and finally manage to support his family. 

But from this point, things got worse by the 

day.  

 

“I was attacked and beaten by a gang. I had 

a broken arm and they left me with a 

fractured knee. I needed help so badly. I 

managed to contact IOM and told them my 

story and then left them a number so they 

can contact me. They soon called saying that 

an IOM doctor was on his way.”  

 

“The doctor is a good man, he gave me 

medicine and took good care of me. Now I 



On 6 May, 168 rescued migrants off Tripoli received health assistance and 
psychosocial first aid at the disembarkation point. The migrants were 
transferred to Abu Salim detention centre where they received non-food aid 
the following day.  

In addition, on 10 May, 497 rescued migrants were taken to Mitiga detention 
centre where IOM assisted the migrants with non-food aid including hygiene 
kits, mattresses, pillows and blankets.  

 

IOM staff provides non-food aid to migrants rescued at sea 

 

516 stranded migrants received 

humanitarian voluntary return 

assistance home to Nigeria  

 
 

Five -year-old boy, his two siblings and their father before they receive voluntary return 
assistance home 

 

A total of 516 stranded migrants of Nigerian origin received voluntary return 
assistance home on 11 and 16 May. 

 
258 stranded migrants – 233 men and 25 women, including four 
unaccompanied children and a baby girl – received voluntary return 

am feeling better, I am on my way home and 

I am very grateful and thankful. I can’t thank 

IOM enough. I am still dreaming. I never 

thought that I had the chance to get out of 

Libya.” 

 

Now, Shekou is back home with his family in 

Gambia. 

 

SECOND CHANCES 
 

 

“It will take two hours.”  

 

Before leaving Libyan soil on a flimsy rubber 

dinghy, Moses was informed that in two 

hours they would be rescued and taken to 

Europe.  

 

“But it didn’t,” he added.  

 

Moses, a father of seven, from an African 

country, stands in the courtyard of a 

detention centre in Tripoli, where he has 

ended up after more than a year in Libya. He 

left his wife with their four other children to 

earn money for the family and worked in 

southern Libya.  

 

But staying with the three boys was no longer 

an option, so when his employer asked if he 

had some money and wanted to go to 

Subratah and Europe, Moses saw no other 

option but to go ahead.  

 

“It was never my intention to go to Europe, 

not when I arrived to Libya,” he explains, but 

as his journey became more and more 

dangerous, Italy seemed to move closer and 

closer. 



assistance home to Nigeria on 11 April. A number of the 256 migrants of the 
same group were detained in Gharyan Al Hamra detention centre where 
they spent their pre-departure night at Tripoli’s Trig al Seka before traveling 
to Nigeria the next day. The remaining two migrants previously lived in urban 
areas. 

 
Another 258 migrants of Nigerian origin received return assistance home to 
Nigeria, on 16 May. On board of this flight were eleven unaccompanied 
minors and one female medical case. 
 
Both Nigeria charter flights, which departed Tripoli’s Mitiga airport and 
arrived in Lagos the same evening, were coordinated by Libyan authorities, 
the Embassy of Nigeria and colleagues at IOM Nigeria.  
 
IOM also provided pre-departure interviews, medical check-ups and 
facilitated exit visas for all the passengers who further received non-food 
items, clothes and shoes. 
 

 
 

One of the women returning to Nigeria 

 
The two flights are part of IOM’s humanitarian voluntary return and 
reintegration assistance funded by the Government of the Netherlands. 
 
In addition, on 17 May, 43 stranded Bangladeshi migrant workers received 
assistance to return home from Libya. The 43 returnees bring the total 
number of Bangladeshis returned from Libya under IOM’s humanitarian 
voluntary return programme to 165 this year.  
 
So far in 2017, IOM Libya has helped 3,693 stranded migrants return to their 
countries of origin. Of these, 652 were eligible for reintegration assistance. 
 

 

DTM expands with detention centre 

profiles and rapid response assessments  

 

 

Two hours away close.  

 

In the western coastal city of Subratah, 

Moses paid and ended up on a rubber boat 

with about 150 other passengers from 

different African countries. Moses 

demonstrates how he sat with his children 

around him, his arms around their shoulders. 

“Packed like sardines,” he says.  

 

But two hours turned into three, turned into 

four and five and six hours.  

 

As the minutes ticked away the boat drifted, 

without a motor or a compass the passengers 

had little control over their fates. The “pusher 

men” take a speed boat or a scooter and 

leave the migrant boat at sea. Moses started 

to panic. He estimates that they stayed at sea 

for around six hours until they saw a boat 

with a Libyan flag. I ask Moses, were you 

disappointed it was the Libyans and not the 

Italians? No, he says, at that time he was just 

glad they were still alive.  

 

We work for a better future for our children, 

that is what it is all about, says Moses who 

has now chosen to return home through 

IOM’s return assistance programme.  As we 

wait for the buses to begin to transfer those 

migrants that have signed up for the 

assistance through Mitiga airport, Moses 

speaks of the boys. With a little glimmer of 

hope lightening in his eyes he tells me about 

the characters of his three sons. He puts his 

hand on the youngest head, this one is a 

clever one, he asks a lot of questions, Moses 

says with a smile, he will become a lawyer, he 

concludes. The other two would like to 

become a soldier and police, they are strong, 

Moses says and bursts out in laughter.  

 

At the airport the five-year-old, Moses’ 

youngest son stands by the window and 

watches the plane that is about to bring him 

back to his mother and siblings.  

 

But Moses leaves Libya with a bittersweet 

feeling, he is well aware that life back home 

will not be easy, they left for a reason and 



 
 

DTM staff engage in interactive sessions during training in Tunis 

 
IOM Libya’s Displacement Tracking Matrix is expanding its programme by 

increasing its Flow Monitoring coverage to 35 baladiyas, launching a pilot of 

detention centre profiles and developing rapid response assessment 

capacity. 

As a first step, the programme held a training for 60 enumerators from the 

East, South and West of Libya in Tunis on May 15 to 17. Enumerators were 

trained on data collection methodologies for migrant Flow Monitoring 

baseline assessments and surveys. DTM’s Flow Monitoring data collection 

activities will expand to cover 35 baladiyas (municipalities) across Libya, 

capturing a more holistic picture of migration patterns across the country 

through surveys with migrants, and observation of arrivals and departures 

at key migrant gathering points in each location. 

The programme will be piloting Detention Centre profiles in a number of 

centres under the management of the Directorate for Combatting Illegal 

Migration (DCIM). Based on the Displacement Tracking Matrix’s site 

assessment models, these Profiles aim to capture site and population 

information on each detention centre, providing the humanitarian 

community with an evidence base supporting more targeted support and 

assistance. The enumerator training covered various aspects of data 

collection for this activity, highlighting the importance of upholding IOM’s 

data protection principles during the process. Information collected through 

the profiles will include demographic characteristics of migrants, site 

specifications, the availability of various health and protection services to 

migrants, and various other multi-sectorial indicators to help identify specific 

needs and vulnerabilities. 

As part of the training enumerators were also trained on rapid response 

assessment tools and methodologies. DTM will deploy rapid assessments in 

incidences of large sudden displacement to assess the impact on local 

populations and identify immediate needs. Data collected will include the 

numbers and locations of those displaced, the identification of most 

vulnerable populations, the immediate needs of those displaced, and the 

shelter settings in which they are staying. 

now they are in debt. But the most important 

is family, how you bring up your children will 

shape them, he says, shapes their future.  

 

*For safety reasons, Moses is not the 

migrant’s real name.  

 

 

DTM Displacement Event 
Tracker 

 

 

 

 

Flow Monitoring Statistical 
Report No. 6  

 

 

 



“It was great to know the mechanism of the work in a practical way before 

operating in the field as meeting all the team members will support the 

process of collecting the data and the information on the local and regional 

level,” said one of the enumerators 26-year-old Ibrahim Agila from Tripoli. 

DTM is co-funded by ECHO and UK’s Department for International 

Development (DFID).    

 
 

Training on Gender Based Violence in 

Libya 
 
In cooperation with UNFPA, United Nation Fund for Population and IFRC, 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, IOM has 
jointly organized a training on “Gender Based Violence Multi-Sectoral 
Coordination in Libya,” 14-18 May. 
 
The overall objective of the training was to raise awareness of GBV in 
humanitarian settings in the region and specifically in Libya and to provide 
fundamental skills to formulate appropriate prevention, mitigation and 
response strategies and programme interventions, and strengthen 
coordination across all relevant sectors.  
 
The training was funded by UK’s Department for International Development 
(DFID).  
 

 
 

IOM’s Maysa Khalil speaks at the conference 

 

IOM and UNHCR hold consultation 

meeting with Libyan partners on saving 

lives at sea 

 

DTM Round 8                     
Key Findings  

 

 

Situation Report March 

 

 

 

 

Return and Reintegration 
Update  

http://www.iom.int/sitreps/libya-humanitarian-support-migrants-and-idps-situation-report-march-2017


 

One of the rescue boats in the Tripoli main port 
 

IOM has together with UNHCR organized the third Rescue at Sea Technical 
Working Group Consultation Meeting on 14 May 2017 in Tunis. The meeting 
brought together representatives of the Libyan Coast Guard (LCG), the 
Directorate for Combatting Illegal Migration (DCIM), the Port Security, 
Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Health, the Libyan Red 
Crescent and other partners.  
 
The working group was established in 2015 with the aim to look into rescue 
at sea challenges and better coordinate the protection of and response to 
the situation of migrants and refugees upon disembarkation following 
rescue operations.  
 
Participants discussed current IOM and UNHCR plans to expand activities in 
Libya and assess progress in the preparation of a Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) for rescue at sea operations in Libya. The drafting of the 
SOP is led by the Libyan Coast Guard and Ministry of  Interior and will cover 
the three main aspects of rescue at sea namely, preparedness of rescue at 
sea, disembarkation and post-disembarkation i.e. referrals to hospitals, 
detention centers or other.  
 
“As the summer season is approaching it is of outmost importance that all 
partners involved in rescue at sea operations work closely together in order 
to make sure that rapid and comprehensive assistance is given to those 
rescued at sea,” said IOM Libya Chief of Mission Othman Belbeisi. 
 
The training was funded by the European Union.   
 

 

Five-day study visit to Italy for Libyan 

officials  

 

  
 

 

 

Maritime Incident Report  

 

 

 
 
 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

 “ 
It was great to know the 

mechanism of the work in a 

practical way before operating 

in the field as meeting all the 

team members will support the 



 
 

The Libyan delegation in Italy 

 
The aim of a five-day study visit to Italy for Libyan officials was to share 
experiences with the Italian counterparts involved in saving lives operations, 
expose Libyan officials to international good practices in the field of 
coordination mechanism, share information and develop Standard 
Operation Procedure of rescue operations and deepen the awareness of 
saving lives operations and build long term relationships between concerned 
Libyan administrative structures.  
 
The study visit was funded by the European Union and the Government of 
the Netherlands.  
 
In addition, within the activities of the IDF project “Enhancing the Capacities 
of Libya to Address Challenges posed by the Smuggling of Migrants on 
Unseaworthy and Overloaded Vessels”  IOM is conducting  International 
Computer Driving License (ICDL) training for 29 immigration officers from the 
Directorate for Combatting Illegal Migration (DCIM), the Coast Security and 
the Libyan Coast Guard. The training is designed to enhance the knowledge 
of the staff who is involved in migrants registration, it is a first step of IOM 
process for improving mechanism of migrants registration at disembarkation 
points and inside the detention centres. The training started the first week 
of May and is lasting for five weeks.  
 

 
Participants of the ICDL training. 

process of collecting the data 

and the information on the 

local and regional level 

” 
DTM enumerator 26-year-old Ibrahim 

Agila from Tripoli said after DTM 
training 

 
 



IOM LIBYA IN THE NEWS
 

       PRESS RELEASES  

 Improving living conditions for detained migrants 

 Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 53,912 in 2017; Deaths 1,316 

 Gender Based Violence (GBV) Multi-sectoral Coordination in Libya 

MEDIA COVERAGE  

 Gender Based Violence (GBV) Multi-sectoral Coordination in Libya 
 ICC wants to investigate refugee-related crimes in Libya 
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CONTACTS 

 
For more information please don’t hesitate to contact:  

IOM Libya Chief Of Mission Mr. Othman Belbeisi, Tel: +216 29 600 389, E-mail: obelbeisi@iom.int 

IOM Libya Public Information Officer Christine Petré, Tel: +216 25 779 636, E-mail: chpetre@iom.int 

 

 

 
@IOM_Libya 

 
flickr.com/photos/iom-

migration/ 

 
iom.int 

 
Facebook/ 

iommigration 

 
youtube.com/user/ 

iommigration 
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