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IOM assists stranded migrants return 

home to Mali, Nigeria and Bangladesh 
 
With the assistance of IOM, 384 stranded migrants have been able to 
return home during the past two weeks.  
 
On 20 June, 174 stranded migrants returned home to Nigeria, among 
them were 19 children, including four unaccompanied minors. On the 
same day, 34 stranded migrants from Bangladesh were able to return 
home through a commercial flight. In addition, on 22 June, 168 stranded 
migrants returned home to Mali, 100 of which previously lived outside 
detention centre.  
 
Among the assisted migrants, 384 were eligible to reintegration 
assistance in their countries of origin. A stipend of money that aims to 
provide them with a fresh start to for example open a business or 
continue studying was offered by IOM.  
 

Prior to departure to Mali on 22 June. Photo: IOM 
 

 

MARITIME UPDATE     
 

 As of 30 June, 10,663 migrants have 
been rescued off the Libyan coastal 
cities of Zlitan, Azzawya and Garaboli. 

 

 On 18 June, 123 migrants were 
rescued off Azzawya.  

 

 On 22 June, 115 migrants were 
rescued off Subratah.  

 

 On 26 June, 135 migrants were 
rescued off Al Maya.  

 

 On 27 June, 235 migrants were 
rescued in two separate operations 
off Zuwara and Azzawya. 

 

 On 28 June, 144 migrants were 
rescued off Azzawya.  

 

 During the past two weeks, the 
remains of 72 men, women and 
children have been found along the 
Libyan coast line, the majority in 
Tajura, close to the Libyan capital 
Tripoli.  

 

 

 

MIGRATION NEWS 
 

Italy considers closing its ports to boats 
carrying migrant (The Guardian)  
 
At least 24 migrants die as thousands 
rescued in seas off Libya (Reuters)  
 
At least 600 migrants saved from Niger in 
three month (AFP)  
 
The Latest: Aid group fears for migrants at 
Italy border (ABC News)  
 
Libyan NGOs condemn Zawia UN staff 
kidnapping – call for action against criminal 
militias (Libya Herald)  
 

UNSMIL personnel freed after hours of 

detention by gunmen in western Libya (Libya 

Observer) 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/28/italy-considers-closing-its-ports-to-ships-from-libya
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jun/28/italy-considers-closing-its-ports-to-ships-from-libya
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-libya-idUSKBN19I2YD
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-europe-migrants-libya-idUSKBN19I2YD
https://www.enca.com/africa/at-least-600-migrants-saved-from-niger-in-three-months
https://www.enca.com/africa/at-least-600-migrants-saved-from-niger-in-three-months
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/latest-french-court-calais-serve-migrants-48301847
http://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/latest-french-court-calais-serve-migrants-48301847
https://www.libyaherald.com/2017/06/30/libyan-ngos-condemn-zawia-un-staff-kidnapping-call-for-action-against-criminal-militias/
https://www.libyaherald.com/2017/06/30/libyan-ngos-condemn-zawia-un-staff-kidnapping-call-for-action-against-criminal-militias/
https://www.libyaherald.com/2017/06/30/libyan-ngos-condemn-zawia-un-staff-kidnapping-call-for-action-against-criminal-militias/
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/unsmil-personnel-freed-after-hours-detention-gunmen-western-libya
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/unsmil-personnel-freed-after-hours-detention-gunmen-western-libya
https://www.facebook.com/IOMLibya/
https://twitter.com/IOM_Libya
http://www.youtube.com/iommigration
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iom-migration/
https://vine.co/u/1260720702941184000
https://www.pinterest.com/iomdrd/international-organization-for-migration-iom/


So far in 2017, IOM Libya has helped 5,172 stranded migrants return to 
their countries of origin. Of those, 1,527 were considered eligible for 
reintegration assistance.  
  

 
 

Rescued migrants receive 

humanitarian assistance  
 

After around 20 hours at sea, 97 migrants were rescued by the Libyan 
Coast Guard on 27 June off Zuwara. Following the rescue operation, IOM 
provided provision of food at the disembarkation point.  
 

 
 Rescue at sea support on 27 June. Photo: IOM 

 
In addition, on 28 June, 144 migrants were rescued off Azzawya after 
having spent hours under the burning sun. The migrants in need of 
health assistance received preliminary treatment at IOM’s health clinic. 
The majority of the migrants were men of Malian nationality but among 
the rescued were also three children.  
 

 
Health assistance at IOM’s clinic. Photo: IOM 

 
During the past two weeks, 752 migrants have been rescued in Libyan 
waters.  
 

 

IOM visits shelter for orphans in 

Misrata 
 

  
 
 

For the latest Mediterranean Update data on 
arrivals and fatalities please visit: 
http://migration.iom.int/europe  
#MigrationEurope 

 

 
 

 
 

A global database tracking data on deceased 
and missing migrants along migratory routes. 
Visit MissingMigrants.iom.int  
#MissingMigrants 

 

 
 

STORIES OF MIGRANTS            

 
 

Growing up in a poor family thirteen-year-old 
Jonathan* started to fantasy about bringing his 
family to Italy, he dreamt of becoming a 
professional football player, earn a lot of money 
and bring his family to Europe. “I would like to play 
for Juventus,” he told IOM.  
 
When an opportunity to leave for Europe 
appeared, Jonathan took it, and began his around 
7,000 kilometer journey, from Senegal, through 
Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger and lastly, from 
southern to northern Libya.  
 
Jonathan payed around 900 US dollar and was 
captured three times along the migratory route.  
 
In the detention centre, Jonathan tells IOM how he 
endured torture and ill treatment along the 
perilous road through the African continent. In 
southern Libya, Jonathan was kidnapped by 

http://migration.iom.int/europe/
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/


A joint mission was conducted between IOM, UNICEF and UNSMIL 
Human Rights section to Misrata on 21 June with the aim to visit the 
Libyan Red Crescent (LRC) shelter for orphans who lost their parents in 
the siege of Sirte in the end of 2016. The LRC has been hosting the 
children but has now reached out to the international community for 
assistance. 35 children from 7 nationalities are currently being taken 
care of by four nannies. IOM brought a psychologist from the PSS-team 
on the mission and is currently preparing an assessment-report on the 
well-being of the children and will follow up with PSS activities. In 
addition, IOM will send a medical team to conduct medical check-ups of 
all the children. LRC also expressed a need for support by the 
international community with regards to communicating with the 
embassies of the children to speed up the return process of the children. 
 

 
Children at the shelter for orphans in Misrata. Photo: IOM 

 
On 28 June, a joint UNSMIL and IOM mission was carried out to Surman 
detention centre for women and children. The team was collecting 
testimonies from the migrants and assessing the overall situation in the 
centre. The access to Surman detention centre is limited due to security 
restrictions. Consequently, in order to process voluntary humanitarian 
return requests and to offer protection assistance to the 236 migrants 
currently detained in the centre, a request has been sent to the DCIM 
headquarters to transfer the women and children to another detention 
centre in Tripoli with easier access for IOM and other international 
organizations.  
 

 
 

Migrants and IDPs in Benghazi receive 

non-food aid  

 

smugglers and was only released after his relative 
and friend managed to pay the criminal group 550 
US dollar.   
 
The thirteen-year-old then travelled to Tripoli, 
where he started to work as a cleaner in order to 
raise the 500 LYD that was required to receive a 
seat in one of the inflatable rubber dinghies that 
these days depart on a regular basis from the 
Libyan coast packed with migrants wishing to 
reach Europe for a better life. But once again 
Jonathan was captured. 
 
“My relatives had to send 300 USD and they 
released me,” he explained to IOM.   
 
After two failed attempts on one of the world’s 
most dangerous routes across the Mediterranean 
Sea, Jonathan’s journey ended, like for so many 
others, in one of the Libyan capital’s detention 
centres.  
 
In thirteen of the current 29 government-led 
detention centres there are around 140 
unaccompanied minors, according to IOM Libya’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix’s detention centre 
mapping tool. 
  
“Detention centre is not a place for children,” 
emphasized IOM Libya’s Protection Officer. “We 
work closely with the Libyan authorities in trying 
to find alternative solutions to detention and 
efficiently assist those wishing to return home.” 
Whilst trying to minimize the time spent in 
detention, IOM also supports the children with 
recreational activities and psychosocial first aid.  
 
Jonathan is one of the around 120 minors that 
IOM Libya has assisted to return home. Today he 
is reunited with his relatives at home, where he 
continues to dream about becoming a 
professional football player.  
 
*Jonathan is not the migrant’s real name  

 

 
SECOND CHANCES: “IT WILL TAKE 

TWO HOURS.” 
 
 

 
 

Before leaving Libyan soil on a flimsy rubber 
dinghy, Moses was informed that in two hours 
they would be rescued and taken to Europe.  
“But it didn’t,” he added.  
 
Moses, a father of seven, from an African country, 
stands in the courtyard of a detention centre in 
Tripoli, where he has ended up after more than a 



 
Migrants in Al Khums detention centre. Photo: IOM 

In the last two weeks, a total of 548 migrants and 187 displaced 
individuals have received non-food aid including mattresses, pillows, 
blankets and hygiene kits. The interventions were done in close 
cooperation with local partners STACO and the Libyan Red Crescent.  

Among the beneficiaries were 140 
migrants in Al Khums detention 
centre and a total of 260 displaced 
persons and migrants in 
Benghazi's Al Khwifia prison all 
who received non-food items and 
hygiene kits.  

One migrant who gave birth to a healthy baby 
boy received clothes, slippers as well as 
hygiene kits. Photo: IOM 

 

“I dream every night of returning to my country after all my dreams of 
going to Europe faded away,” said 35-year-old Charles who worked as a 
barber in Nigeria before travelling to Libya. “Time goes by very slow 
during the day but at night, we get to speak about our dreams and plans 
when we finally leave the detention centre. We also joke a lot, most of 
the time I am the one making the jokes, trying to cheer everyone up,” 
Charles said after having volunteered to assist IOM during a non-food aid 
distribution. He is currently at one of the country’s 29 government led 
detention centres and is waiting to return home with IOM assistance. 

year in Libya. He left his wife with their four other 
children to earn money for the family and worked 
in southern Libya.  
 
But staying with the three boys was no longer an 
option, so when his employer asked if he had some 
money and wanted to go to Subratah and Europe, 
Moses saw no other option but to go ahead.  
 
 “It was never my intention to go to Europe, not 
when I arrived to Libya,” he explains, but as his 
journey became more and more dangerous, Italy 
seemed to move closer and closer. 
Two hours away close.  
 
In the western coastal city of Subratah, Moses 
paid and ended up on a rubber boat with about 
150 other passengers from different African 
countries. Moses demonstrates how he sat with 
his children around him, his arms around their 
shoulders. “Packed like sardines,” he says.  
 
But two hours turned into three, turned into four 
and five and six hours.  
 
As the minutes ticked away the boat drifted, 
without a motor or a compass the passengers had 
little control over their fates. The “pusher men” 
take a speed boat or a scooter and leave the 
migrant boat at sea. Moses started to panic. He 
estimates that they stayed at sea for around six 
hours until they saw a boat with a Libyan flag. I ask 
Moses, were you disappointed it was the Libyans 
and not the Italians? No, he says, at that time he 
was just glad they were still alive.  

We work for a better future for our children, that 
is what it is all about, says Moses who has now 
chosen to return home through IOM’s return 
assistance programme.  As we wait for the buses 
to begin to transfer those migrants that have 
signed up for the assistance through Mitiga 
airport, Moses speaks of the boys. With a little 
glimmer of hope lightening in his eyes he tells me 
about the characters of his three sons. He puts his 
hand on the youngest head, this one is a clever 
one, he asks a lot of questions, Moses says with a 
smile, he will become a lawyer, he concludes. The 
other two would like to become a soldier and 
police, they are strong, Moses says and bursts out 
in laughter.  

At the airport the five-year-old, Moses’ youngest 
son stands by the window and watches the plane 
that is about to bring him back to his mother and 
siblings.  

But Moses leaves Libya with a bittersweet feeling, 
he is well aware that life back home will not be 
easy, they left for a reason and now they are in 
debt. But the most important is family, how you 
bring up your children will shape them, he says, 
shapes their future.  

*For safety reasons, Moses is not the migrant’s 
real name 

 

 
 

PUBLICATIONS & REPORTS 
 

 



Migrants at Al Khums detention centre received non-food assistance including hygiene kits. Photo: 
IOM  

 
 

DTM releases Baladiya Profile 

Generator 
 
Designed in response to feedback provided in DTM’s feedback survey, 
the Baladiya Profile Generator has been created to deliver action-
orientated and ready-to-hand snapshot profiles of all of Libya’s 100 
Baladiyas.  
 
The tool can be used to generate both interactive and printable 
snapshots of any of Libya’s 100 baladiyas. Data presented for each 
baladiya includes: 
 

 IDP, returnee and migrant population figures 

 Drivers and timelines of internal displacement and return in 
baladiya 

 Demographics 

 Shelter settings 

 Migrant nationalities 

 Migrant disaggregation by time of arrival to baladiya 

 General multisectorial data on baladiya 
 
To use the tool, selected the desired baladiya from a dropdown list in 
the Excel file and the data related to the baladiya will be automatically 
populated. The profile of each baladiya can then be exported to a PDF 
document.  
 

Voluntary Humanitarian Return and 

Reintegration Support 
 

 
 

 
 

DTM Displacement Event Tracker 
 

 
 

 
 

Libya IDP & Returnee Report  
 

 
 

 
 

Libya Migrant Report  
 

http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-feedback-survey-2017/
https://dtmodk.iom.int/docs/libya/IOM_DTM_Libya_Baladiya_Data_Generator.xlsm
http://www.iom.int/sitreps/libya-voluntary-humanitarian-return-vhr-assistance-reintegration-support-stranded-migrants
http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-bi-weekly-displacement-event-tracker-15-30-june-2017/
http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-idp-and-returnee-information-package-round-10/


 
  

Gain access to the data here.  
 

 
 

Migrants receive medical treatment 

including delivery assistance for 

pregnant women  

157 migrants in Abu Eissa, Zuwara, Al Khums, Shuhada Al Nasr, Surman 
and Azzawya detention centres received medical assistance for diseases 
and symptoms that included vomiting, burns and headaches as well as 
delivery assistance for pregnant women. 

Of the migrants rescued on 19 June, 22 men suffered from various health 
problems and have received medical assistance. One patient who was 
shot in both feet in Azzawya was transferred to the clinic for treatment. 
This assistance was provided with the help of local partner STACO. 

 
 
 

 
 

DTM Round 9 - Key Findings 
 

  
 

 

 
 

Baladiya Profile Generator 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Maritime Incidents Report  

https://dtmodk.iom.int/docs/libya/IOM_DTM_Libya_Baladiya_Data_Generator.xlsm
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bz9sUHOxDRMOV0xOUWhmTVNFTE0/view?usp=sharing
http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-baladiya-profile-generator-june-2017/


     
A healthy baby, of Nigerian origin, was born on 30 June. Together with his mother, who received 
health assistance during the delivery, he is currently in Shuhada Al Nasr detention centre. Photo: 
IOM 

 

Peace agreement enables Tawergha 

population to return home  

IOM published its latest Displacement Event Tracker, which covered 
displacement in Garaboli, Ashshwayrif and Misratah. In Misratah, a 
peace agreement was signed on 19 June between the mayor of Misratah 
and the Tawergha Local Council. The agreement would enable the return 
of Tawergha IDPs, the majority of whom had been displaced in 2011, 
safely to their homes. As of the time of publication, no IDPs had been 
reported to have yet returned. 

 

 

 
 

IOM LIBYA’S MONTHLY 

UPDATES 
 

May 2017  

 

 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

“I left my country together with 

eight friends, we were 

determined to reach Italy where I 
have a cousin waiting for me” 

One of the minors in detention in Libya told 
IOM's Protection Officer. But Emmanuel* never 
reached Italy, instead he was rescued at sea by 

the Libyan Coast Guards and brought to a 
detention centre. Although Emmanuel still 

dreams of a better life in Italy, he does not want 
to risk his life again and is now waiting to return 

home with the assistance of IOM.  

Emmanuel* is not the migrant's real name. 

 

LATEST PRESS RELEASES 

http://www.iom.int/sitreps/libya-iom-libya-monthly-update-may-2017


DTM’s latest Displacement Event Tracker  

 

IOM rehabilitates water wells in 

southern Libya  

IOM has completed the rehabilitation of 18 water wells in 12 out of 14 
neighborhoods of the city of Sabha (Manshiya, Mashroo’, Hajara, 
Aljadeed, Almahdiya, Abdelkafi, Althanawiya, Sukara, Gurda, Tyori, 
Nasriya, and Junga).  
 
The project, which is part of IOM’s Community Stabilization programme 
“Together We Rebuild,” included the provision of new electrical pumps 
for the wells that will allow for the restoration of the domestic water 
supply. 
 
For this rehabilitation work, IOM, with funding from the European Union, 
contracted two local enterprises from Sabha and the activity was closely 
coordinated and supported by the local authorities, in particular the 
Water and Waste Company in Sabha, the legal owner of the water wells. 
 
The implementation of this project comes at a critical time when the city 
of Sabha has been suffering from an on-going water crisis, which is 
particularly critical during the summer season when water consumption 
increases. 

 

 Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 
95,768 in 2017; 2,169 Deaths 
 

 UN Migration Agency Launches 
Detention Centre Mapping in Libya 
 
 

 
 

 

IOM LIBYA OPERATIONS ARE SUPPORTED BY 

http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-95768-2017-2169-deaths
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-95768-2017-2169-deaths
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-launches-detention-centre-mapping-libya
http://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-launches-detention-centre-mapping-libya


              

 

CONTACTS  

 
 

For more information, please don’t hesitate to contact:  
 

IOM Libya Chief Of Mission Mr. Othman Belbeisi 
 Tel: +216 29 600 389, E-mail: obelbeisi@iom.int 

 
IOM Libya Public Information Officer Christine Petré 

 Tel: +216 25 779 636, E-mail: chpetre@iom.int 

 

STAY INFORMED 

 

 
@IOM_Libya 

 
flickr.com/photos/iom-

migration/ 

 
iom.int 

 
Facebook/ 

iommigration 

 
youtube.com/user/ 

iommigration 
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