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Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals at 173,761; Deaths 723 
 
IOM reports that an estimated 173,761 migrants and refugees have arrived in 
Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Spain by sea by 11 April 2016. That is an increase of 
1,303 arrivals since IOM reported 172,458 arrivals on Friday, April 8. Just over a 
thousand landed in Greece, the balance in Italy. 
 
On Saturday, 9 April the Norwegian ship Siem Pilot brought to Taranto, Italy, 294 
migrants who sailed from North Africa and were rescued in the Channel of Sicily.  
Also on Saturday, Greek authorities reported the drowning of at least five 
migrants arriving from Turkey. Five bodies were recovered off Samos, while five 
migrants were rescued. Witnesses said that the shipwrecked craft was carrying 
14 passengers, leaving four people still missing. That brings this year’s total for 
lives lost on the Mediterranean Sea to 723. 
 
Read more.  
 
For latest arrivals and fatalities in the Mediterranean, please visit: 
http://migration.iom.int/europe  
 
Learn more about Missing Migrants Project at: http://missingmigrants.iom.int 

 
 

IOM’s Swing Visits Conflict-Scarred Syria, Calls for Humanitarian Access, 
Increased Aid 
 
IOM’s Director General William Swing today concluded a three day visit to Syria 
calling for humanitarian access to all areas of conflict, while expressing hope that 
the international community will deliver on aid promises. 
  

http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-173761-deaths-723
http://migration.iom.int/europe
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/


 
 

 

“Despite the devastation caused by the armed conflict and their suffering, 
Syrians everywhere want respite and the opportunity to rebuild their country,” 
Swing said. 
  
The sudden upsurge of Syrian migrants to Europe last year reflected the 
desperation of those displaced inside Syria, as well as those living in refugee 
camps of neighbouring countries, who saw food rations cut, an absence of health 
care and no education for their children. 
 
“When hope disappears, people get up and move, not always to a safer place,” 
Swing added, noting that the pathways to Europe are now much reduced for 
Syrian migrants seeking to escape hopelessness and grinding poverty. 
 
Watch the video here. 
See the photos here. 
 
Read more.  

 
 
IOM Resettles Syrian Refugees from Turkey to Europe 
 
Over the past week IOM Turkey has facilitated the resettlement of 109 Syrians 
to European Union (EU) countries, following Monday’s launch of the 18 March 
agreement between EU heads of state and Turkey, under which one condition is 
the “1-to-1 swap.”  Some 72 percent of them were women and children. 
 
IOM is not involved in the return of migrants and refugees from Greece to Turkey 
under the agreement. It will, however, continue to facilitate the resettlement of 
refugees from Turkey to third countries, including EU member states. 
 
“We are observing the situation in Turkey under the EU-Turkey deal,” said Lado 
Gvilava, IOM Turkey Chief of Mission.  “The most important thing is to address 
the reasons behind why these people decided to make the dangerous journey to 
Europe in the first place – mainly to escape violence and conflict.”  
 

https://youtu.be/w2vSml4uMIM
http://www.iom.int/photo-stories/iom-director-general-swing-visits-homs-syria
http://www.iom.int/news/ioms-swing-visits-conflict-scarred-syria-calls-humanitarian-access-increased-aid


 
 

 

Read more.  

 
 
Atlas of Environmental Migration 
 
Building on existing knowledge, data and case studies produced over the years 
by IOM, other international organizations, academia and researchers worldwide, 
the project will result in the first Atlas of Environmental Migration, an 
innovative tool providing a visual overview of this trend of human migration 
through maps, illustrations and explanatory texts prepared under the 
supervision of world experts in this field.  
 

The Atlas of Environmental Migration is the result of IOM's collaboration with 
many universities, cartographers, international agencies and experts worldwide, 
and is a ground-breaking publication presenting key aspects of the migration-
environment nexus through numerous, easy to read, informative maps, 
infographics and case studies. 
 
The booklet of the Atlas of Environmental Migration is available here (only in 

French).   

An English version is being prepared and will be available mid-2016.  
 
Read more. 

 
 
IOM International Dialogue on Migration 2015 - Conference on Migrants and 
Cities 
 
Cities are attracting increasing numbers of people in search of a better life, more 
employment opportunities and better services, but also those fleeing conflict, 
natural disasters and environmental degradation. In 2014, the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs estimated that more than half of the 
world’s population resided in urban areas  and that the number of people living 
in cities would reach approximately 6.4 billion by 2050, constituting 66  per cent 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-resettles-syrian-refugees-turkey-europe-following-swap-deal
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/sites/default/files/01-AtlasMigration-ta%CC%80p-18MARS-WEB.pdf
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/projects/atlas-environmental-migration


 
 

 

of the global population. Migrants play an important role in the global shift to 
cities and in driving cities’ development agendas. 
 
We are happy to share with you the final publication, of the International 
Dialogue on Migration 2015: Conference on Migrants and Cities, held on 26-27 
October 2015 in Geneva. The final publication and report is available here.  

 
 
IOM, Ogilvy & Mather Launch Perception Change Campaign 
 
IOM is partnering with Ogilvy & Mather, the international advertising, marketing 
and public relations agency, to run ‘Picture Perfect Europe,’ a perception change 
campaign on the current migration and refugee emergency in Europe. 
 
The campaign, which is aimed mostly at young people, believes that it is time to 
look at the bigger picture of the situation of migrants and refugees in Europe, 
through the use of impactful visuals that show a very beautiful crop of a larger 
image inside the Instagram interface, that enhances reality through one of their 
characteristic filters. 
 
For more information on the campaign, click here. 

 
 
For many more up to date news and articles on migration, please visit IOM website (section: 
Press Room, pages: particularly News and Newsdesk). 
 

 
 

Situation Reports 
 
Europe/Mediterranean Migration Response Situation Report 
 

http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/ICP/IDM/RB-25-CMC-Report_web-final.pdf
http://iamamigrant.org/
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/press-room
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/press-room/newsdesk


 
 

 

As of 6 April 2016, 175,797 migrants and refugees have arrived to Europe by land 
and sea routes since the start of 2016, the majority of whom have entered by 
sea through Greece (152,461) and Italy (19,322). 
On 31 March, the Slovenian Government appointed an interdepartmental 
working group to coordinate the implementation plan to relocate 567 persons 
from Italy and Greece and to permanently resettle 20 from Syria. The working 
group will prepare an accommodation plan for those being resettled as well as 
an integration plan that will focus on accessing the labour market and the 
education system. 
Read more in the latest Europe/Mediterranean Migration Response. 
 

 
 
WEEKLY Flows Compilation No.13 
 
Over the reporting period (31 March – 6 April) countries of first arrival (Italy, 
Greece, and Bulgaria) saw an average decrease of 33% in numbers of arrivals 
compared with the previous week. In particular, Italy saw a 59% decrease 
compared to the previous week. 
 
Read more 
 

 
 
Flow Monitoring Surveys in the Mediterranean and Beyond - 6 Apr 2016 
 
This week’s analysis focuses on Iranian and Pakistani migrants surveyed by 
IOM/DTM teams since 8 October 2016. 
 
Read more 
 

 

http://doe.iom.int/docs/Europe%20Med%20Migration%20Response_Sitrep%2018%20-%207%20April%202016_FINAL.pdf
http://doe.iom.int/docs/WEEKLY%20Flows%20Compilation%20No%2013%207%20April%202016.pdf
http://doe.iom.int/docs/WEEKLY%20Flows%20Compilation%20No%2013%207%20April%202016.pdf
http://doe.iom.int/docs/Analysis%20-%20Flow%20Monitoring%20Surveys%20in%20the%20Mediterranean%20and%20Beyond%20-%205%20April%202016.pdf
http://doe.iom.int/docs/Analysis%20-%20Flow%20Monitoring%20Surveys%20in%20the%20Mediterranean%20and%20Beyond%20-%205%20April%202016.pdf


 
 

 

 
The activity was implemented as a part of IOM Slovenia project "IOM Migrants Response Slovenia" 

funded by the Council of Europe Development Bank. The project aims at providing necessary 
assistance and protection to refugees and migrants arriving to or transiting through Slovenia. 

 
For further information or comments/questions, please contact Jana Stardelova at IOM Slovenia, 

Tel: +38614347351, E-mail: jstardelova@iom.int.  

 

 
 

IOM Slovenia delivers a presentation on its counter trafficking activities 
 
On 13 April IOM delivered a presentation of the organization’s activities in the 

field of counter trafficking at the international study of the Euro- Mediterranean 

network for fighting against human trafficking organized by Caritas Slovenia. The 

presentation focused on the response of IOM and partner organizations during 

the increased arrivals of migrants and refugees in winter months of 2015 and 

2016 and the need for an increased capacity of civil society organizations to 

identify and assist victims of trafficking and other forms of exploitation and 

abuse.   
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