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Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals in 2016 near 155,000; Deaths Reach 467 
 
With winter ending and warmer conditions prevailing, the Central 
Mediterranean migrant route between North Africa and Sicily has become 
busier, monitors from the International Organization for Migration in Rome 
report, indicating a surge of migrant and refugee arrivals under way in the 
months to come. 
 
Including sea routes to Spain and the Greek Islands, IOM estimates that some 
156,000 migrants and refugees have landed in Europe from Africa and the 
Middle East in the first ten and a half weeks of 2016. That compares to fewer 
than 20,000 migrant and refugees during the same period last year. 
 
Since the start of 2014, IOM calculates almost 1.4 million migrants and refugees 
have crossed the Mediterranean and entered Europe via one of five EU coastal 
borders: Italy, Greece, Spain, Cyprus and Malta. Through March 16 of this year, 
IOM counts over 997,000 seaborne arrivals just to Greece, still short of the one 
million mark.  
 
For the latest Mediterranean Update infographic please go to:  
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/sites/default/files/Mediterranean_Update_18_
March_2016.pdf 
 
For latest arrivals and fatalities in the Mediterranean, please visit: 
http://migration.iom.int/europe 
 
Learn more about Missing Migrants Project at: http://missingmigrants.iom.int 

 
 

http://missingmigrants.iom.int/sites/default/files/Mediterranean_Update_18_March_2016.pdf
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/sites/default/files/Mediterranean_Update_18_March_2016.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/europe
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/


 
 

 

If Europe turns its backs on its refugees, where on Earth will they go next? 

The EU and Turkey have agreed a draft deal that will supposedly stop the flow of 
refugees into Europe and send them back across the sea. The EU's 28 leaders 
have celebrated the deal, with Donald Tusk saying it means “the days of irregular 
migration to Europe are over.” 

David Cameron, too, has said it would “break the business model of the people 
smugglers” and “end the link between getting in a boat and getting settlement 
in Europe.” 

But is it all really that simple? The UK’s Independent asked International 
Organization for Migration’s director for the EU and NATO, Eugenio Ambrosi: If 
not Europe, then where? 
 
Read more 

 
 
IOM launches Survey: Human Trafficking and Exploitation Prevalence on 
Eastern Mediterranean Migrant Routes 
 
IOM has found that nearly 1 in 10 migrant and refugee respondents have 
answered positively to an indicator of the presence of human trafficking and 
other exploitative practices along the eastern Mediterranean migration route. 
  
The results are the first from new operations in six countries along the route to 
estimate the prevalence of behaviour indicating the presence of human 
trafficking and other exploitative practices, which pose a grave threat to 
migrants and refugees on their journey. While there have been many anecdotal 
reports and qualitative studies, this is the first attempt of its kind to try to 
quantify the problem. 
  
The Human Trafficking and Other Exploitative Practices Prevalence Indication 
Survey has been conducted as part of IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) 
flow monitoring operations, starting in December 2015, with nearly 2,400 
migrants and refugees in Croatia, Greece, the Former Yugoslav Republic of 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/refugee-crisis-eu-turkey-big-question-if-not-europe-then-where-a6919136.html


 
 

 

Macedonia, Hungary, Serbia, and Slovenia. Its 21 questions have been translated 
into Arabic, Dari, Pashtu, Urdu, French, and Farsi. Data collection is ongoing and 
IOM aims to regularly share quality information on trafficking in persons with all 
relevant counter-trafficking response actors. 
 
Read more 

 
 
IOM Surveys Iraqi Migrants to Europe 
 
In 2015 IOM received an increased number of assistance requests from Iraqis in 
Europe to return to their home country. Through the Assisted Voluntary Return 
and Reintegration programme, in coordination with Iraq’s Ministry of Migration 
and Displacement, airport authorities and IOM missions in host countries, IOM 
Iraq in 2015 provided support to nearly 3,500 Iraqis to return to Iraq from 14 
European countries. 
 
A new study by IOM, “Migration Flows from Iraq to Europe,” explores the 
experiences of recent Iraqi migrants, with the goal of gaining insight into their 
personal profile, decision-making process, journey and future intentions. 
 
Read more 
 
For many more up to date news and articles on migration, please visit IOM website (section: 
Press Room, pages: particularly News and Newsdesk). 
 

 
 

Situation Reports 
 
Europe/Mediterranean Migration Response Situation Report 
 

 

http://doe.iom.int/docs/Analysis%20-%20CT%20Survey%20-%2017%20Mar%202016%20_FINAL.pdf
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-surveys-iraqi-migrants-europe
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/press-room
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/press-room/newsdesk


 
 

 

Since 8 March, Schengen entry rules were reinforced on Slovenian-Croatian 
border, allowing through only migrants with valid passports and visas or those 
seeking asylum, and stopped accepting organized trains carrying migrants and 
refugees. Consequently both the entry (Dobova reception centre) and the exit 
point (Šentilj accommodation centre) have been shut down and are currently on 
stand-by. 
 
The IOM team comprised of a psychologist, a social worker and an Arabic 
interpreter is continuously providing psychosocial support services to stranded 
migrants staying at the recently opened accommodation centre in Vrhnika.  
 
On March 10, IOM has organized a one day training for identification and referral 
of victims of trafficking for humanitarian organizations involved in the response. 
 
Read more in the latest Europe/Mediterranean Migration Response. 
 

 
 
Migration Flows - Europe 
 
In the week  from 6 – 13 March, there were 0 arrivals in Slovenia, which is a 
decrease by 100% from the previous week (28 February – 6 March) with 1599 
arrivals.  
 
Read more 
 

 
 
WEEKLY Flows Compilation No.10  
 
This week’s focus is placed on the 46,186 migrants and refugees currently 
stranded in Western Balkans and Greece. Kindly check accommodation sections 
of Slovenia, Serbia, Croatia, fYROM and Greece for maps and additional details. 
 
Read more 

file:///C:/Users/IOM%20Ljubljana/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Europe%20Med%20Migration%20Response_Sitrep%2016%20-%2010%20March%202016_Final%5b1%5d.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/europe/
http://doe.iom.int/docs/Weekly%20Flows%20Combilation%20No%2010%2017%20Mar%20Final.pdf


 
 

 

 

 
 
Analysis - Flow Monitoring Surveys in the Mediterranean and Beyond  
 
This report contains the findings of IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) 
from surveys conducted between 08 October 2015 and 14 March 2016. This 
research is ongoing, and is being conducted within the framework of IOM’s 
research on populations on the move through the Mediterranean and Western 
Balkan Routes to Europe. The survey has been carried out by IOM field staff in 
Croatia since October 2015, with the same survey interviews more recently also 
being conducted by field staff in Greece, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia (fYROM), Serbia, Hungary, and Slovenia. 
 
Read more 
 

 

http://doe.iom.int/docs/Analysis%20-%20Flow%20Monitoring%20Surveys%20in%20the%20Mediterranean%20and%20Beyond%20-%2017%20Mar%202016.pdf


 
 

 

 
The activity was implemented as a part of IOM Slovenia project "IOM Migrants Response Slovenia" 

funded by the Council of Europe Development Bank. The project aims at providing necessary 
assistance and protection to refugees and migrants arriving to or transiting through Slovenia. 

 
For further information or comments/questions, please contact Jana Stardelova at IOM Slovenia, 

Tel: +38614347351, E-mail: jstardelova@iom.int.  

 

 
 

Other useful resources for migration news, data and analysis 
 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
 

 European Commission 
 

 Assessment Capacities Project (ACAPS) 
 

 
 

 

  

mailto:jstardelova@iom.int
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/migration_en
http://www.acaps.org/

