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Mediterranean migrant and refugee arrivals top 90.000 in 2016 
 
IOM monitors in the eastern Mediterranean reported this week that cold 
weather contributed to a sharp drop in arrivals in Greece from Turkey, although 
the number topped 3.350 on 17 February, after many days of slow movement. 
During the past week, IOM has learned of a single death on this route. IOM 
unofficial data indicates that 937.241 migrants and refugees arrived between 1 
January 2015 and 17 February 2016 through Greece’s maritime borders, 
suggesting that the figure will likely reach one million by mid-March. 
Read on 
 

 
 
Counting the missing migrants 
 
Last year IOM counted a record number of 5.350 migrants reported missing or 
dead on the world’s many migratory routes. The real figure is probably much 
higher. That is because many migrant deaths, especially those occurring in 
remote border regions of the world, are never recorded. The international 
community has yet to develop a coherent and effective strategy to deal with the 
problem of missing migrants. IOM and the International Commission on Missing 
Persons (ICMP) have joined forces to conduct a comprehensive assessment of 
the missing migrant and refugee situation in the Mediterranean region. The key 
objective is to reinforce the capacity of countries of arrival to meet their 
mandatory obligations to families of the missing, and to explore avenues for 
repatriation of the remains of the missing to countries of origin. For more 
information about counting missing migrants, please read an article by IOM 
Director General William Lacy Swing and ICMP Director General Katheryne 
Bomberger. 

 
 

http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-and-refugee-arrivals-top-90000-2016
http://weblog.iom.int/counting-missing-migrants


 
 

 

With increasing child deaths at sea, IOM and UN partner agencies urge greater 
protection for migrants and refugees 
 
An average of two children have drowned every day since September 2015 as 
their families try to cross the eastern Mediterranean, and the number of child 
deaths is growing, according to IOM, UNHCR and UNICEF. The agencies are 
calling for a better protection for those escaping conflict and despair. Since last 
September, more than 340 children, many of them babies and toddlers, have 
drowned in the eastern Mediterranean, however, the total number of children 
who have died may be even greater, the agencies say. With children now 
accounting for 36 percent of those on the move, the chance of them drowning 
in the Aegean Sea crossing from Turkey to Greece has grown proportionately.  
Read on 
 

 
 
European Commission and IOM on global migration issues 
 
On 16 February 2016 the EU-IOM Third Senior Officials Meeting on Strategic 
Cooperation took place in Brussels. The high-level dialogue on the topic of 
current and future challenges in the field of migration was opened by the 
European Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development Neven 
Mimica. IOM Director General William Lacy Swing and Deputy Director General 
Laura Thompson attended the annual strategic meeting, together with officials 
from IOM’s Geneva HQ and European Regional Office in Brussels, other senior 
European Commission officials and representatives of the European External 
Action Service. The overall objective of the meeting was to explore ways to 
strengthen international efforts to implement the political commitments 
adopted at the Valletta Summit in November 2015, the Western Balkans 
Conference and in the Turkey Action Plan.  
Read on 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.iom.int/news/increasing-child-deaths-sea-iom-and-un-partner-agencies-urge-greater-protection-migrants-and
http://www.iom.int/news/european-commission-iom-strengthen-strategic-dialogue-global-migration-issues


 
 

 

 
IOM boosts aid to over 15.000 people fleeing violence in northern Syria 
 
Intensified fighting in Syria’s Northern provinces is causing a growing number of 
Syrians to flee their homes. Since 25 January 2016, over 78.000 Syrians have 
been displaced in the province of Aleppo. Nearly 65 percent of those displaced 
in the recent violence (over 50.000 people) have headed towards the Turkish 
border. IOM teams with operations on both sides of Turkey’s border with Syria 
have been working to quickly address the urgent humanitarian needs of the 
newly displaced. Inside northern Syria, IOM Turkey’s cross border team worked 
with humanitarian partners on the ground to distribute critical non-food relief 
items to over 13.000 of the newly displaced. 
 
For many more up to date news and articles on migration, please visit IOM website (section: 
Press Room, pages: particularly News and Newsdesk). 
 

 
 

Situation Reports 
 
Mixed Migration Flows in the Mediterranean and Beyond 
 
After Austria had tightened its criteria regarding the entry of persons into the 
country, also Slovenia further tightened its conditions for entry of migrants in 
the country. Additionally, Slovenia implements a stricter control of the green 
border. 
 
For further information and data on mixed flows in Slovenia, Mediterranean and beyond, 
please read the latest situation report Mixed Migration Flows in the Mediterranean and 
Beyond (Published: 19 February 2016). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/press-room
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/press-room/newsdesk
http://doe.iom.int/docs/WEEKLY%20Flows%20Compilation%20No6%2018%20Feb%202016.pdf
http://doe.iom.int/docs/WEEKLY%20Flows%20Compilation%20No6%2018%20Feb%202016.pdf


 
 

 

 
 
 
Analysis of Flow Monitoring Surveys 
 
You can now read the analysis of flow monitoring surveys carried out in Slovenia, 
Greece, FYROM, Serbia and Croatia in a new stand-alone report Analysis: Flow 
Monitoring Surveys. This report contains findings of the IOM’s Displacement 
Tracking Matrix conducted between 8 October 2015 and 16 February 2016. This 
research is ongoing and is being conducted within the framework of IOM’s 
research on populations on the move through the Mediterranean and Western 
Balkan Routes to Europe. 
 
The survey gathers information about migrants’ profiles, including age, sex, 
areas of origin, levels of education, key transit points, cost of journey, motives 
and intentions. In the previously mentioned period IOM field staff amassed 
interviews with 4.966 migrants and asylum seekers, of which 305 people were 
interviewed between 8 and 16 February 2016 IOM has dedicated staff members 
conducting Flow Monitoring surveys in Šentilj and Dobova. The surveys provide 
information on basic trends and profiles of migrants and refugees with respect 
to demographics, countries of origin, levels of education, and intended 
destination. 
 

http://doe.iom.int/docs/Analysis%20-%20Flow%20Monitoring%20Surveys%20in%20the%20Mediterranean%20and%20Beyond%20-%2018%20February%202016.pdf
http://doe.iom.int/docs/Analysis%20-%20Flow%20Monitoring%20Surveys%20in%20the%20Mediterranean%20and%20Beyond%20-%2018%20February%202016.pdf


 

 
The activity was implemented as a part of IOM Slovenia project "IOM Migrants Response Slovenia" 

funded by the Council of Europe Development Bank. The project aims at providing necessary 
assistance and protection to refugees and migrants arriving to or transiting through Slovenia. 

 
For further information or comments/questions, please contact Jana Stardelova at IOM Slovenia, 

Tel: +38614347351, E-mail: jstardelova@iom.int.  

 

 
 

Other useful resources for migration news, data and analysis 
 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
 

 European Commission 
 

 Assessment Capacities Project (ACAPS) 
 

mailto:jstardelova@iom.int
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/migration_en
http://www.acaps.org/

