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Mediterranean migrant and refugee arrivals top 100.000 
 
This week, migrant and refugee arrivals in Greece and Italy in 2016 exceeded 
110.000. Over 413 migrants and refugees have also lost their lives during the 
same period, with the Eastern Mediterranean route between Turkey and Greece 
continuing to be the deadliest, accounting for 321 migrant deaths. 
 
According to IOM Greece, an estimated 42.861 migrants have reached Greek 
islands in February 2016. The Greek authorities say that in February the 
breakdown by nationality has been roughly 48 percent from Syria, 25 percent 
from Afghanistan, 17 percent from Iraq, 3 percent from Iran and 2 percent from 
Pakistan. The remaining 5 percent have been from Morocco, Bangladesh, 
Somalia and other countries of origin. In February, IOM estimates that over 
26.000 refugees have already crossed Greece’s border with FYROM. 
 
For further information, please click here, and for the latest Mediterranean 
update infographic, here.  
 

 
 
IOM and UNHCR present the Regional Refugee and Migrant Response Plan  
 
On 2 March 2016 IOM and UNHCR presented the Regional Refugee and Migrant 
Response Plan which was developed together with partner organizations in 
December 2015. The presentation, which took place at the Ethnographic 
Museum in Ljubljana, was delivered by IOM Sub-regional Coordinator for the 
Western Balkans Mr Gianluca Rocco and Head of UNHCR office in Slovenia Mr 
Vito Trani. Representatives of the Administration for Civil Protection and 

http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-refugee-arrivals-top-100000
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/latest-global-figures


 
 

 

Disaster Relief and the Red Cross also presented their activities and plans in 
response to the current situation in Slovenia.  
 
The appeal aims at funding humanitarian operations in 2016 across the affected 
countries, with approximately half of the funds allocated for Greece. 
Humanitarian operations will include aid and protection activities where people 
are arriving, including identifying those at heightened risk, registration, shelter, 
water and sanitation to bolster the capacity of frontline responders, including 
coastguards, border guards, police and support for affected communities. Help 
with relocation, resettlement and other regular solutions was also part of the 
appeal.   
 
The speakers highlighted the importance of coordination between different 
stakeholders and the flexibility to adapt to the rapidly changing political and 
operational environment in Europe.  
 
The full Regional Refugee and Migrant Response Plan is available here.  

 
 
IOM helps Syrian girl reunite with her family in Cyprus 
 
On 22 February 2016, IOM conducted its first family reunification in Cyprus in 
coordination with Cyprus’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and partners. The joint 
action reunited a 7-year-old Syrian girl with her father, mother and siblings. "The 
child was separated from her family for two years after surviving a bombing and 
the destruction of her house. She was very eager to join her loved ones in Cyprus, 
who were thrilled to hear she is alive," said Natasa Xenophontos Koudouna, 
IOM's officer in charge in Cyprus. 
 
IOM Slovenia also assists with family reunification cases. In 2015 the office 
helped 6 separated people to reunite with their families.  
 
Of the 9.965 separated people that IOM helped reunite in 2015, the vast majority 
(99.5 percent) were to countries in the EU, Norway and Switzerland.  
Read on  

http://rmrp-europe.unhcr.org/2016_RMRP_Europe.pdf
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-helps-syrian-girl-reunite-family-cyprus


 
 

 

 
 
Word Press Photo Foundation: The Bigger Picture 
 
The Bigger Picture is a collaboration between the Centre for Innovation, Leiden 
University and World Press Photo Foundation. Supported by City of The Hague 
the initiative brings together the worlds of photography, data, analytics and 
storytelling in a compelling visual platform, to take you beyond the frame. The 
Bigger Picture invites you to explore the deeper meaning of what you might not 
see at a first glance. 
 
Starting with World Press Photo’s award-winning photographs (among those are 
also photographs of Slovenian photographers, Matic Zorman and Matjaž Krivic, 
who achieved the first and the second place in the “People” category), users are 
drawn into a new type of visual analytics. The website and visualizations are 
created in cooperation with LUST, a design studio based in The Hague, and IOM’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) team, who supported this initiative by 
providing and interpreting the data from Migration Flows Europe and Missing 
Migrants Project. 
 
 
For many more up to date news and articles on migration, please visit IOM website (section: 
Press Room, pages: particularly News and Newsdesk). 
 

 
 

Situation Reports 
 
Europe/Mediterranean Migration Response Situation Report 
 
In February, 34,795 migrants and refugees arrived to Slovenia, which is a 44.58% 
decrease from the registered arrivals in the January. The inflows decreased due 
to the restrictive policies enforced by the countries along the Balkan route.   
 

http://thebiggerpicture.online/
http://www.worldpressphoto.org/collection/photo/2016/people/matic-zorman
http://www.worldpressphoto.org/collection/photo/2016/people/matjaz-krivic
http://migration.iom.int/europe/
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/press-room
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/press-room/newsdesk


 
 

 

Because of that, up to 10.000 Syrian and Iraqi refugees are left stuck at the 
Idomeni border between Greece and Macedonia in deteriorating conditions.  
 
For further information please read the latest situation report 
Europe/Mediterranean Migration Response. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/IOM%20Ljubljana/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/5J2JB9E5/europe-mediterranean-migration-response-sitrep-25-feb-2016.pdf


 
 

 

 
The activity was implemented as a part of IOM Slovenia project "IOM Migrants Response Slovenia" 

funded by the Council of Europe Development Bank. The project aims at providing necessary 
assistance and protection to refugees and migrants arriving to or transiting through Slovenia. 

 
For further information or comments/questions, please contact Jana Stardelova at IOM Slovenia, 

Tel: +38614347351, E-mail: jstardelova@iom.int.  

 

 
 

Other useful resources for migration news, data and analysis 
 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
 

 European Commission 
 

 Assessment Capacities Project (ACAPS) 
 

 
 

 

  

mailto:jstardelova@iom.int
http://www.unhcr.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/priorities/migration_en
http://www.acaps.org/

