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Migrants’ Rights Must be Upheld to Help Combat Human Trafficking 

The World Day Against Trafficking in Persons is an important moment to show 

solidarity with the many victims of human trafficking around the world and this 

year we can keep the issue in the spotlight when world leaders gather on 19 

September in New York for the UN Summit on Refugees and Migrants, writes 

IOM Director General William Lacy Swing.  
 

 
Infographic developed by IOM for 2016 World Day against Trafficking in Persons. 

 

http://weblog.iom.int/migrants%E2%80%99-rights-must-be-upheld-help-combat-human-trafficking


 
 

 

 
Evidence-based Strategies Needed to Combat Human Trafficking 
 
In 2013 the UN General Assembly designated July 30th as the World Day against 
Trafficking in Persons to raise awareness about the severity of human rights 
violations that trafficking victims endure, and to recognize that human trafficking 
is a crime that affects countries around the world. 
 
IOM hosts a global database to identify trends related to migration and human 
trafficking. The data suggest that all countries are – to different degrees – 
countries of destination, transit and origin. They also show that human 
trafficking is, like global migration, characterized by super-diversity. This 
represents a huge challenge to counter trafficking efforts, but also points to a 
common goal for countries to cooperate in a pragmatic way to combat human 
trafficking. 
 
Read more. 

 
 

Three Necessary Steps to Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals on 

Human Trafficking 

A person cannot be a possession, writes IOM’s Permanent Observer to the 

United Nations Ashraf El Nour. A child should never be a commodity. Human 

trafficking is a serious crime and a gross violation of human rights and dignity. It 

can take place in ordinary times and in times of crisis. Human trafficking is the 

world’s third most profitable criminal activity, which by its clandestine and 

secretive nature makes it difficult to collect accurate data to assess the full scale. 

Poverty, the desire for greater economic opportunity and humanitarian 

emergencies can make migrants vulnerable to trafficking. Many victims of 

human trafficking are deceived about the nature or conditions of work in the 

destination country. 

https://weblog.iom.int/evidence-based-strategies-needed-combat-human-trafficking


 
 

 

 

Read more. 

 
 
 
 

IOM Becomes ‘Related Organization’ of United Nations 

 
 
 

Member States of the United Nations (UN), through the General Assembly, 
yesterday (25 July) unanimously adopted a resolution approving the Agreement 
to make IOM a “Related Organization” of the UN. 
 
The Agreement outlines a closer relationship between IOM and the UN to 
strengthen the cooperation and enhance their ability to fulfil their respective 
mandates in the interest of migrants and Member States. 

https://weblog.iom.int/three-necessary-steps-achieve-sustainable-development-goals-human-trafficking
https://weblog.iom.int/three-necessary-steps-achieve-sustainable-development-goals-human-trafficking


 
 

 

Through the Agreement, the UN recognizes IOM as an indispensable actor in the 
field of human mobility. This includes protection of migrants and displaced 
people in migration-affected communities, as well as in areas of refugee 
resettlement and voluntary returns, and incorporates migration in country 
development plans. 
 
Read more.  

 
 

Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 251,557, Deaths at Sea Pass 3,034 
 
IOM reports that 251,557 migrants and refugees entered Europe by sea in 2016 
through 27 July, arriving mostly in Greece and Italy, where close to 20,000 new 
arrivals have entered during the month of July.   
 
According to IOM estimates, the latest discovery of 39 bodies washed up on 
Libyan shores this week brings the number of casualties to over 3,034 among 
migrants and refugees who have attempted to cross the Mediterranean to reach 
Europe in 2016. This year’s total so far is significantly higher compared to last 
year. At the end of July 2015, some 1,917 people had lost their lives at sea. 
 
As we mark the World Day Against Trafficking in Persons tomorrow (30 July), 
IOM Rome also notes the sharp increase in the number of Nigerian women 
arriving in Italy in 2015 and 2016. 
 
IOM’s counter trafficking work in Italy starts at the disembarkation points with 

information and legal counselling. Women – in groups or individually – are told 

about Italian legal protection for victims of trafficking. 

 
For the latest Mediterranean Update infographic, please go to:  
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/sites/default/files/Mediterranean_Update_29
_July_2016.pdf 
 

http://www.iom.int/news/iom-becomes-related-organization-united-nations
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-becomes-related-organization-united-nations
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/sites/default/files/Mediterranean_Update_29_July_2016.pdf
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/sites/default/files/Mediterranean_Update_29_July_2016.pdf


 
 

 

For latest arrivals and fatalities in the Mediterranean, please visit: 
http://migration.iom.int/europe 
 
Learn more about Missing Migrants Project at: http://missingmigrants.iom.int 
 
Read more. 

 

Germany Backs Establishment of Global Migration Data Portal in Berlin 

IOM today announced that it will establish a Global Migration Data Portal with 

financial backing from Germany. The portal will be housed at IOM’s Global 

Migration Data Analysis Centre (GMDAC) in Berlin and will be instrumental in 

promoting collaboration between IOM and other agencies to provide reliable 

and accessible data, as well as analysis on the movement of migrants and 

refugees. 

Announcing the project with German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier, 

IOM Director General William Lacy Swing said: “Especially in critical times, such 

as those we are facing today, it is our task to ensure that responses to migration 

are based on sound facts and accurate analysis.” 

Read more.  

 

Assisted Voluntary Returns Peaked at 70,000 in 2015: IOM 
 
IOM assisted 69,540 migrants from 97 host and/or transit countries and 156 
countries of origin in 2015, as part of its Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration (AVRR) programmes, according to the newly-released AVRR 2015 
Key Highlights report. 
 
This corresponds to nearly a 60 percent increase compared to the previous year, 
when it helped 43,786 migrants to voluntarily return to their countries of origin 
in a safe and dignified manner. 

http://migration.iom.int/europe
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-251557-deaths-sea-pass-3034
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-251557-deaths-sea-pass-3034
http://iomgmdac.org/
https://www.iom.int/news/germany-backs-establishment-global-migration-data-portal-berlin
https://www.iom.int/news/germany-backs-establishment-global-migration-data-portal-berlin


 
 

 

AVRR is one of IOM’s core support activities to migrants and Member States. 
Often implemented in cooperation with NGOs and diaspora communities, it 
provides vital and tailored assistance to tens of thousands of migrants voluntarily 
returning home every year. 
 
AVRR 2015 Key Highlights 
 
AVRR 2015 Snapshot 
 
AVRR Flyer 
 
Read more. 

 
 
IOM Launch Programme to Facilitate Syrian Family Reunification 
 
On 27 July, IOM Turkey and the Consulate General of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in Istanbul launched a programme to help reunite up to 35,000 families 
in the region with a close Syrian relative granted asylum in Germany.   
 
IOM’s “Family Assistance Programme (FAP) for Syrians” project, which will run 
at least through 2016, aims to dissuade Syrian families from seeking unsafe, 
irregular migration channels to reach Europe. It will also help German consular 
staff to efficiently process family reunification visa applications, and will better 
prepare Syrians for successful integration in German society. 
 
IOM offices in Turkey and Lebanon are advising Syrian families on how to prepare 
and compile the documents needed to apply for a German family reunification 
visa.   
 
IOM has also initiated an Arabic-language outreach programme for Syrian family 
reunification visa applicants and is offering classes and information materials in 
Turkey to facilitate integration in Germany. 
 

http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/AVRR/AVRR_2015_Key_Highlights.pdf
http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/AVRR/AVRR_Snapshot_2015.pdf
http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/AVRR/AVRR_Flyer.pdf
https://www.iom.int/news/assisted-voluntary-returns-peaked-70000-2015-iom
https://www.iom.int/news/assisted-voluntary-returns-peaked-70000-2015-iom


 
 

 

More information about the FAP program can be found at Familyreunion-
syria.diplo.de or on Facebook @Assistance.families. 
 
Read more. 

 
 
IOM Opens Youth Job Centre in Borama, Somaliland 
 
IOM opened the first job center in Borama, Somaliland. The center, funded by 
the Netherlands through Oxfam Novib – the Dutch affiliate of Oxfam - will 
provide a place where unemployed youth from Borama can acquire marketable 
skills and career advice in order to improve their chances of finding lawful 
employment, without having to resort to dangerous irregular migration. 
 
The job center will also provide young people with opportunities to interact with 
experts from the diaspora and gain entrepreneurial skills to start their own 
businesses. It will also organize outreach activities, including sports, debates, 
arts and cultural performances, career advice, and book reading clubs. 
 
IOM has also reported on youth unemployment in Puntland, Somaliland, 
Mogadishu, Kismayo and Baidoa, focusing on unemployment, irregular 
migration and skills gaps.  
 
For a copy of the report please go to: 
http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/country/docs/IOM-Youth-Employment 
 
Read more.  

 
 
IOM Italy launches “AWARE MIGRANTS” Campaign 
 
“AWARE MIGRANTS,” an information campaign jointly developed by the Italian 
Ministry of Interior and the IOM Coordination Office for the Mediterranean in 
Rome, was launched on the 28th of July. It aims to raise awareness among 
potential migrants about the dangerous journey across the desert and the 

https://familyreunion-syria.diplo.de/webportal/desktop/index.html#start
https://familyreunion-syria.diplo.de/webportal/desktop/index.html#start
https://www.facebook.com/assistance.families/?fref=ts
http://www.iom.int/news/germany-iom-launch-programme-facilitate-syrian-family-reunification
http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/country/docs/IOM-Youth-Employment
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-opens-youth-job-centre-borama-somaliland


 
 

 

Mediterranean. The campaign mainly consists of videotaped stories and 
accounts narrated by migrants themselves.   
 
“Information is empowerment,” said Director of the IOM Coordination Office for 
the Mediterranean Federico Soda. “This campaign was born and established on 
this principle. As IOM, our experience and proximity to migrants make us aware 
of the risks that they undertake to reach Europe. The vast majority tell us that 
the journey was far more dangerous than they expected. More precisely, many 
are unaware of the dangers and risk of migrating assisted by smugglers, not only 
at sea or in the desert, but also in transit countries like Libya.” 
 
He added: “This is constantly confirmed by our staffers, who work directly with 
migrants and hear their stories. Recalling all these memories about the life-
threatening risks along their journey is often taboo; migrants wish to forget and 
go forward with their lives, and they do not share their experience with peers 
who are still at home.” 
 
Link to the campaign’s website: www.awaremigrant.org 
 
Read more.  

 
 
For many more up to date news and articles on migration, please visit IOM website (section: 
Press Room, pages: particularly News and Newsdesk). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.awaremigrant.org/
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-italy-launch-aware-migrants-campaign
http://www.iom.int/
http://www.iom.int/press-room
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.iom.int/press-room/newsdesk
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Situation Reports 
 

 
Europe/Mediterranean Migration Response Situation Report 
 
As of 27 July 2016, a total of 261,923 migrants and refugees have arrived in 
Europe by land and sea routes since the start of 2016, the majority of whom have 
entered by sea through Greece (161,729) and Italy (89,062). 
 
In Greece, seven new accommodation centres in the south will be opened to 
accommodate the migrants and refugees being transported from the Elliniko 
area and Piraeus port. According to the Hellenic Coast Guard (HCG), during the 
reporting period there were a total of 15 incidents off the coasts of Lesvos, Kos, 
and Chios islands that required search and rescue operation. The HCG managed 
to rescue 602 migrants and transferred them to the respective island. IOM staff 
are present in Lesvos, Samos, Chios, Leros and Crete Islands and are working 
closely with authorities (Frontex, the Hellenic Coastguards and the First 
Reception Service) to identify vulnerable migrants including unaccompanied 
minors, elderly migrants, migrants with medical needs, and families with 
children. 
 
Read more in the latest Europe/Mediterranean Migration Response. 

 

 
 
 
 

Analysis: Flow Monitoring – the Human Trafficking and Other Exploitative 
Practices Survey  
 
The DTM’s Flow Monitoring Survey which includes questions that indicate the 
prevalence on human trafficking and other exploitative practices was introduced 
in June 2016 in the Central Mediterranean Route. It has a sample of 435 migrants 
and refugees who were interviewed in 7 different locations in Italy, on whose 
answers the findings in this report are based. The Eastern Mediterranean Flow 
Monitoring Survey on human trafficking and other exploitative practices 

http://dtmodk.iom.int/docs/Europe%20Med%20Migration%20Crisis%20Response_Sitrep%2026%20-%2027%20July%202016.pdf


 
 

 

prevalence indicators started earlier. This survey has a sample of 1,837 migrants 
and refugees who were interviewed from April 2016 until July 2016, on which 
findings about the Eastern Mediterranean Route are based. 
 
Read more.  

 
 
WEEKLY Flows Compilation No.21 
 
- Until 27 July, there were 89,062 cumulative arrivals in Italy, compared to 

78,487 in the last reporting period (a 14% increase). Comparing arrivals to 

Italy until 30 June from 2015 and 2016, there were 70,354 and 70,222 

cumulative arrivals respectively, a decrease of less than 1%. In Greece, to 

date, there have been 161,729 arrivals in contrast to 160,615 up until the last 

reporting period (an increase of less than 1%). Relative to the 30 June last 

year, there were 72,442 and 160,115 arrivals to Greece for 2015 and 2016 

respectively. 

- As of 27 July, there have been 3,567 individuals relocated to 21 EU Member 
States. Please see the new page on relocations for more information.  

- This week’s FMS report focuses on migrants and refugees travelling along the 
Central and Eastern Mediterranean routes—including profiling, push factors, 
the route itself, length of the route as well as responses to trafficking 
indicators. Read the full report here. 
 

Read more.  

http://dtmodk.iom.int/docs/CT%20and%20FM%20Survey%20Analysis.%20Central%20and%20Eastern%20Mediterranean.pdf
http://dtmodk.iom.int/docs/CT%20and%20FM%20Survey%20Analysis.%20Central%20and%20Eastern%20Mediterranean.pdf
http://dtmodk.iom.int/docs/WEEKLY%20Flows%20Compilation%20No21%2028%20July%202016.pdf
http://dtmodk.iom.int/docs/WEEKLY%20Flows%20Compilation%20No21%2028%20July%202016.pdf


 
 

 

 
The activity was implemented as a part of IOM Slovenia project "IOM Migrants Response Slovenia" 

funded by the Council of Europe Development Bank. The project aims at providing necessary 
assistance and protection to refugees and migrants arriving to or transiting through Slovenia. 

 
For further information or comments/questions, please contact Jana Stardelova at IOM Slovenia, 

Tel: +38614347351, E-mail: jstardelova@iom.int.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

IOM Slovenia Holds Five-day Training for cultural mediators in Ljubljana 
 
Between 25 and 29 July IOM is implementing a five-day training for cultural 
mediators. Fifteen participants of diverse backgrounds and linguistic skills are 
strengthening their capacities to assist in intercultural mediation, with a specific 
focus on assisting in healthcare provision. Report on the training will follow in 
the next newsletter.  
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