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   Comments/questions: IOM Somalia Programme Support Unit iomsomaliapsu@iom.int  

October 2017                
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UN Migration Agency, UNDP Improve Access to

IOM in Action

·       IOM has been scaling up its
emergency drought response
in Somalia since January 2017.
Find the latest Humanitarian
Response Update here:
https://goo.gl/pQun57   

•     On 24 October, IOM and
UNFPA signed a cooperation
agreement in Mogadishu that
paves the way for increased
cooperation and strengthened
concerted efforts in the realm
of maternal health, sexual and
reproductive health,
empowerment of women and
youth, combating gender-
based violence as well as
collection and analysis of
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Clean Water for 45,000 Displaced Somalis in Baidoa

IOM, the UN Migration Agency, is partnering with the Government of Somalia and the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) to provide greater access to clean water for over 45,000 internally
displaced persons (IDPs) and host communities in the south-western state of Baidoa affected by
drought. The project is part of ongoing water, sanitation and hygiene activities and drought response
work being carried out by IOM and UNDP in the area.

Somalia’s Gu (April–June) rainy season was significantly below average this year, creating severe
drought across all regions. Baidoa town has been one of the most affected areas, and currently holds
one of the highest numbers of IDPs in Somalia. According to IOM's Displacement Tracking Matrix,
across 21 sites, there are over 243,000 people who have migrated to the area between November
2016 and September 2017. Absorption capacities in Baidoa have already been severely
overstretched, hugely increasing the demand for life-saving services and leading to deteriorating
living conditions in the IDP settlements and host communities.

Read more
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Arts, Culture and Talent Show Promotes Peaceful
Coexistence in Baidoa, Somalia

IOM, the UN Migration Agency, in partnership with the United Nations Human Settlements
Programme (UN-Habitat), supported an arts, culture and talent event in Baidoa, Somalia, on 26
October 2017. The event promoted social cohesion and common identity among communities from
locations impacted by displacement and returns. Baidoa is currently hosting the highest number of
drought-displaced people in Somalia.

The event attracted 240 people and was planned and organized by a Core-Facilitation Team
comprising local government authorities and line ministries working with representatives of displaced
families and host communities living in villages around Baidoa. The event was made possible with
funding from the Peace Building Fund, and was graced by Baidoa’s Youth Chairman, village leaders,
religious leaders and representatives from women groups.

Read more

 
 
 

population-related data.

·     On 3 October, IOM in
partnership with UNHABITAT
facilitated a ground-breaking
event in Kismayo at which
local authority and community
representatives launched their
first-ever ‘Community Action
Plan.’ The plan, developed by
and for the displacement
affected communities in
Kismayo, following an
extensive community planning
session, lays out a blueprint
that is expected to guide the
attainment of durable
solutions in areas that have
been impacted by
displacement and returns. At
this event, community
representatives shared their
needs and aspirations with
government officials,
representatives of UN agencies
present in Kismayo and local
and international NGOs. The
stakeholders pledged to direct
their resources to support the
specific priorities identified
through the Action Plan. This
project is funded by the
Peacebuilding/UN Multi-
Partner Trust Fund.

·     IOM and the Puntland Ministry
of Labour, Youth and Sports
hosted over 1,000 people to a
football competition in
Bossaso that was held to raise
awareness about the risks of
irregular migration. Competing
teams comprised internally
displaced people and their
host community. The match
was part of a number of
awareness raising activities
that run from September 29 to
October 1, sponsored by the
U.S. Department of State:
Bureau of Population,
Refugees, and Migration.

·     IOM, with the support of
UNICEF, through the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria,
distributed 73,300 long lasting
insecticide treated nets (LLIN)

https://goo.gl/Lrw2bK
https://goo.gl/uDgdbs
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UN Migration Agency, UN Refugee Agency Help 134
Somali Refugees Get Home from Yemen

IOM, the UN Migration Agency, in coordination with UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, has organized
the transportation of 134 Somalis refugees, 73 adults (40 men and 33 women) and 61 children (29
boys and 32 girls), home to Somalia from war-torn Yemen. The boat carrying the refugees left the
port of Aden on 23/10 and arrived on 24/10 at the Somali port of Berbera. After 20 hours of travel
across the Arabian sea, the group will be met by IOM and UNHCR staff to assist their onward journey
home.

These Somalis came to Yemen searching for a better life and found themselves caught up in conflict
and often subjected to abuse by smugglers. Among the group returning home are families, who had
been living in Khares refugee camp and others, who had been living in the city of Aden. Prior to
departure, IOM doctors ensured that all were fit for travel and UNHCR provided them with a cash
package to assist their reintegration once they arrive home.

Read more

 
 

Mindful of the Challenges Inherent in Providing
Humanitarian and Emergency Assistance in Somalia,
We Are Proud of What IOM Somalia Has
Accomplished Thanks to the Dedication of our Staff
and the Generosity of our Donors:

to 19,383 households affected
by drought and displacement
in Kismayo and its surrounding
villages. The mass distribution
of LLIN targeting internally
displaced persons began on
October 11 with the objective
of contributing to the
reduction in malaria morbidity
and mortality rates among
internally displaced persons by
increasing the use of
preventive measures,
especially amongst vulnerable
groups.

·     On 7 October, 77 people from
displaced families and their
host communities in Kismayo
converged for a cultural
performance that was
organized by representatives
from the local community,
with support from IOM and
UNHABITAT. The community
representatives who organized
the event are using culture,
sports and arts as vehicles to
guide the attainment of
durable solutions in areas that
have been impacted by
displacement and returns. This
project is sponsored by the
Peacebuilding/UN Multi-
Partner Trust Fund.

·     IOM with the support of
UNICEF, through the Global
Fund to Fight HIV, AIDS and
Tuberculosis, organized
capacity building trainings for
Global Fund sub-recipients
(SR) in Mogadishu and
Hargeisa in October. The
trainings covered various
topics including financial
management, human
resources, logistics and
procurement. The first training
in Mogadishu on October 8th
provided capacity

https://goo.gl/n51Rup
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development to the South
Central Aids Commission
(SCAC). A second training in
Mogadishu was conducted
from October 10- 12 with a
total of 25 participants from 8
organizations. While in
Hargeisa, 15 participants from
6 NGO SRs attended 3 days of
training from October 22-24.
The trainings were conducted
in collaboration with the
Ministries of Health and AIDS
Commissions.

·      From October 20-26, IOM’s
Movement Trend Tracking
(MTT) tool recorded
significantly reduced numbers
of new arrivals and a spike in
exits at Baidoa. MTT aims to
complement existing
information management
products on displacement in
Baidoa, by providing site level
specific data on population
movements on a regular basis
to assist agencies operating in
sites and settlements have an
up to date picture of
displacement. Read the latest
report here:
https://goo.gl/3SFJv9 

 

Media Contacts
For interviews and other media requests, please contact us at IOMSomaliaPIUnit@iom.int  
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