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IOM Inaugurates Rehabilitated Migration Response Center in 

Obock 

Created in 2011, the Migration Response Center (MRC) in Obock, Djibouti, has 
been rehabilitated with the support of the Government of Japan. New premises 
including shelters for women and unaccompanied migrant children (UMCs) and 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) facilities have been added to the 
previously existing structures.  

The center directly managed by IOM hosts around 5,000 migrants annually as 
part of evacuation and voluntary return programs.  

The inauguration ceremony of the new premises of the MRC was held on 
Thursday, 30 March 2017. This ceremony was attended by Djibouti’s Minister of 
the Interior, Mr. Hassan Omar Mohamed, the Ambassador of Japan, Mr. Tatsuo 
Arai, the prefect of Obock Region, Mr. Hassan Dabaleh and the Chief of Mission 
of IOM Djibouti, Mrs. Lalini Veerassamy.  

The rehabilitation of the center was funded by the Government of Japan through 
the Project “Strengthen Security in Djibouti and Safety of Migrants through 
Counter-trafficking, Marine Safety and Emergency Assistance”. 

IOM and the Ministry of the Interior has been cooperating since 2009 in 
strengthening responses to the challenges posed by migration issues in the 
region. The Agreement between the two entities on direct assistance to migrants 
and management of the MRC has been renewed early this year. 

 

 
 
On the occasion of inauguration 
ceremony of the rehabilitated MRC, the 
sketch was performed informing of the 
risk of irregular migration. In April 2017, 
performances in Somali and Afar are 
planned in 5 locations in Djibouti City and 
other regions. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
IOM Djibouti assisted two children aged 
1 and 3 in February 2017. They lost their 
mother in Yemen and their father was in 
prison in Hodeida. The children arrived 
by boat from Yemen with their uncle and 
received assistance upon their arrival in 
the MRC. On 21 February, with the 
support of IOM, two children were 
reunified with their grandparents in 
Mendi West Welega, Ethiopia after 
verification of the family relationship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/iomdjibouti/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fXtwHm4fC0&t=3s
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Training on Labour Migration / Migration and Development 

A three-day training on labour migration / migration and development took 
place at the Institute of Diplomatic Studies in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. On 5 March 2017, the Director of 
Multilateral Relations, Mr. Guelleh Idriss Omar and IOM Djibouti’s Chief of 
Mission delivered opening remarks.  

This training focused on the methodology of Labour Migration / Migration and 
Development with a focus on developing a roadmap for mobilizing the Diaspora 
in the country's development, with a mechanism for knowledge transfer, 
capacity building and development of an action plan for the mobilization of the 
Diaspora. 
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As part of the project “Migration Profile 
to Assist the Government of Djibouti to 
Manage Migration Effectively” financed 
by the IOM Development Fund (IDF), a 
field mission took place from 11 to 16 
March 2017 to regions and border posts 
across Djibouti (Ali Sabieh, Dikhil, 
Yoboki, Lac Assal, Tadjourah, Obock, 
Khon Hangar, Gallillée and Galafi). 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Ambassador of Japan, Mr. Tatsuo Arai, 
Coast Guard Commandant, Colonel 
Wais Omar Bogoreh, and Chief of 
Mission of IOM Djibouti, Mrs. Lalini 
Veerassamy (from left) 
 
Funded by the Government of Japan, 
IOM Djibouti donated lifejackets, 
waterproof searchlights and binoculars 
to Djiboutian Coast Guards on 26 March 
2017 as part of the IOM project 
"Strengthen Security in Djibouti and 
Safety of Migrants through Counter-
trafficking, Marine Safety and 
Emergency Assistance."   
 
 
 
 



Mission to Determine Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) 

Methodology for Djibouti 

To better identify the flows of migrants entering and transiting through Djibouti 
and to understand the migratory reality of the country, IOM Djibouti will soon 
launch the flow monitoring, one component of IOM’s DTM, in close 
collaboration with the National Police Directorate. The 10-day mission was held 
in order to facilitate the establishment of Flow Monitoring Points (FMP). Several 
field visits and meetings with key partners were organized during this mission. 
Training on DTM tools and methodology as well as data protection was also held. 

The data collected through the FMP will allow partners to better respond to the 
migration challenges Djibouti is currently facing as well as to provide assistance 
to vulnerable populations. Data from the FMP in Djibouti will be analyzed jointly 
with the results of similar exercises to be carried out in the region (Yemen, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, Saudi Arabia and Kenya) and will provide an overview of 
migration and population mobility in the Horn of Africa and Arab Peninsula.
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Training on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 

A training on combating trafficking in human beings was held at the Idriss Farah 
Habaneh Police Academy in Nagad, targeting law enforcement officials and 
security forces including Police, Gendarmerie, Coast Guard, Navy and Army. 

The opening ceremony was delivered by the Minister of the Interior, Mr. Hassan 
Omar Mohamed, Director General of Police, Colonel Abdillahi Abdi, Economic 
Affairs and Development Cooperation Officer of the Japanese Embassy in 
Djibouti, Mr. Kohei Tsubone and IOM Djibouti’s Chief of Mission. 

Funded by the Government of Japan through the project "Strengthen Security in 
Djibouti and Safety of Migrants through Counter-trafficking, Marine Safety and 
Emergency Assistance", the 3-day workshop was aimed at contributing to 
strengthening the capabilities of Djiboutian officers in identifying and assisting 
victims of trafficking as well as in preventing trafficking and protecting victims. 
The different sessions of workshop were facilitated by an expert from IOM Paris, 
Ms. Chloé Yevenes Taillard and a national expert from the Ministry of Justice. 

  
 

On 6 March 2017, IOM Djibouti’s Chief 
of Mission discussed with the Minister 
of Health, Dr Djama Elmi Okieh on the 
collaboration between two entities. IOM 
will support the Ministry of Health to 
better respond to the challenges that 
migrants pose on the health system in 
Djibouti. Joint activities will include 
direct assistance to vulnerable migrants 
through the MRC in Obock and mobile 
health patrolling throughout the 
migratory route, support on medications 
needed to healthcare centers with high 
concentration of migrants, health 
prevention, capacity building to 
healthcare providers and social workers. 
IOM assisted 987 migrants in 2016, most 
of them suffering from severe diarrhea 
and respiratory tract and urinary 
infections.   
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
2nd Global Consultation on Migrant 
Health: Resetting the Agenda 
 
In the 2nd Global Consultation on 
Migrant Health jointly organized by IOM, 
WHO and the Government of Sri Lanka, 
global health leaders adopted the 
Colombo Statement, which calls for 
international collaboration to improve 
the health and well-being of migrants 
and their families. The move aims to 
address the health challenges posed by 
increasingly mobile populations. 

 
Read more: 
http://www.iom.int/migration-
health/second-global-consultation 
 

 

http://www.iom.int/migration-health/second-global-consultation
http://www.iom.int/migration-health/second-global-consultation
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Evacuation Operations of Stranded Ethiopian Migrants from 

Yemen 

IOM evacuation operations from Yemen continued in February and March 2017. 
On 16 February, 270 Ethiopian migrants (73 women and 197 men) arrived at the 
Obock port from Hodeida and were transported to the Migration Response 
Center (MRC). On 8 March, IOM Djibouti in coordination with IOM Hodeida 
evacuated 143 Ethiopian men (139 adults and 4 minors) along with 2 Nigerian 
women and 1 Ivorian man stranded in Yemen. They were assisted during their 
transit at the MRC with food, non-food items, health and psychosocial activities. 
The Embassy of Ethiopia proceeded with the preparation of travel documents. 
All migrants were assisted with voluntary return to Ethiopia via Air Djibouti. An 
IOM operations assistant escorted during the whole journey to Addis Ababa.  

From February to March 2017, IOM team carried out sensitization activities to 
more than 350 Ethiopian migrants in the MRC, Orobor, Dalay’Af, Fantaherou and 
the city of Obock. 

 

 

Number of stranded Ethiopian 
migrants evacuated from Yemen and 
assisted by IOM Djibouti during 
February and March 2017: 

Male 

Adult Minor 

245 95 
 

Female 

Adult Minor 

52 21 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 
IOM Djibouti’s Chief of Mission had a 
meeting with the Minister of Youth and 
Sports, Mr. Hassan Mohamed Kamil on 
13 March 2017. IOM and the Ministry of 
Youth and Sports discussed possible 
collaboration between two parties, and 
IOM emphasized its focus on youth in 
awareness-raising campaigns on irregular 
migration. Two parties agreed on the 
establishment of a joint technical team, 
which will draft a work plan in general 
and also for an awareness-raising project. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Contacts 
 

Comments / questions: aesaid@iom.int 
IOM Djibouti - Tel: +253 21 35 72 80 

Chief of Mission: Lalini VEERASSAMY lveerassamy@iom.int 
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