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October 2016 Programme Updates 
 

1. PRM Project Transition: On October 1st, 2016 Phase VII of the PRM-funded project began. The 
total budget breakdown of 1.8 million US, project documents, and work plan have been shared 
with project focal points. Reporting for 4th quarter and final report, as well as financial closure for 
Phase VI is in process and is to be prioritized by missions still with outstanding transactions. 
Missions are reminded of the addition of “5th Pillar of Emergency Migration Management” by PRM 
during this phase, which will include training and inclusion of MCOF and MICIC per the project 
document.  
 
2. Final Report and Recommendations of the 6th Meeting of the Regional Committee on Mixed 
Migration: These documents were finalized, reviewed, and concurred by the Co-Chair of the 
Ethiopian government and have been shared with participants and partners. The documents are 
public and will serve as guide for policy making in the Horn of Africa on mixed migration for 2017. 
Final documents are available here.  
 
3. Mixed Migration Project Coordinator attended a side session on October 4th at the 2016 UNICEF 
East and Southern Africa Regional Child Protection Network Meeting in Nairobi. The session was 
focused on mixed migration and the importance of country and regional cooperation. There was a 
focus on the IOM-UNICEF-Government of Ethiopian partnership and practice on assisting 
unaccompanied children in Addis Ababa which was cited as a best practice.  
 
4. Internal Strategic Planning Meeting on EUTF Better Migration Management and Regional 
Mixed Migration Programme for Horn of Africa on October 5th. This meeting was attended by RD, 
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                      Stranded Ethiopian Migrants assisted with boat transfer from Obock on October 20th.   IOM PHOTO | Ali Aljefri 
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http://twitter.com/IOM_news
http://www.youtube.com/iommigration
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iom-migration/


RTS, RO PD Officer, Mixed Migration Project Coordinator, and others to look at best ways to 
position upcoming BMM funds to meet needs and reinforce and expand existing programming 
under mixed migration.  
 
5. Teleconference with PRM on October 13th: Regional Director Jeff Labovitz visited Djibouti and 
made a side trip to Obock, which has been inundated with returnees from Yemen, steady flow of 
migrants from Ethiopia intending to cross the Red Sea to Yemen. A conference call was set up with 
PRM colleagues in Washington and Djibouti for discussion on the situation and a briefing from the 
RD following his visit. The RD noted the high number of unaccompanied children, some as young 
as 11 or 12 years old. The acute watery diarrhea outbreak has mostly been contained and the 
personnel of medical staff at the MRC has been increased.   
 
6. Preparation for 2nd IOM-PRM meeting on Regional Migration Programmes in Washington, DC: 
This meeting will take place the first week of November and Mixed Migration Project Coordinator 
will attend and present at the IOM and PRM sessions.  
 
7. IOM Project Monitoring Visit: Office of Inspector General conducted a field visit for monitoring 
the regional mixed migration programme from 16 to 19 October. The Mixed Migration team 
helped support the mission and arranged meetings with internal and external stakeholders.   
 
8. Meeting with UNHCR’s Ann Encontre on the IOM-UNHCR Regional Refugee and Migrant 
Response Plan for the Yemen Crisis in the Horn of Africa. Mixed Migration Project Coordinator met 
with UNHCR Regional Office staff and Ann Encontre who was visiting.  IOM requested for clarity 
on reports that UNHCR was pulling out of the IOM-UNHCR coordination mechanism of the 
RRMRP. Ann confirmed that there would be a “deactivation of coordination” at the Regional 
Coordinator level, but day-to-day IOM-UNHCR coordination would continue. IOM asked for this 
change to be communicated officially to the RD, and this is currently pending. A follow up meeting 
is being arranged for IOM and UNHCR stakeholders to look more closely at this issue in mid-
November in Nairobi.  
 
9. IOM participated in the 27 October 2016 RMMS Steering Committee which covered Mixed 
Migration Monitoring Mechanism (4Mi), activities, research initiatives, and work plan.   
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 328,225 arrivals in Europe by 
sea in 2016 as of 26 October. 

 3,671 migrants missing or 
dead in the Mediterranean as 
of 26 October. 
 

A Different Perspective: 
IOM Joining the UN as a 
“Missed Opportunity” 
Read on 

e ‘WhatsApp’ 

http://missingmigrants.iom.int/mediterranean-update-25-october-2016
http://www.futureun.org/en/Publications-Surveys/Article?newsid=95


 
 
The Washington Post released multimedia presentation series called “Raising Barriers”, which 
explores the global dynamics underpinning the proliferation of walls, fences, barriers being 
constructed in an attempt to control population movements. Watch here 
 

 
 

 
 
Read about Abraham on “I am a migrant”. Displaced from South Sudan he finished secondary 
school in Kenya and won a scholarship for university studies in Canada. Read on 
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In this latest episode of A World on the Move, Gibril Faal, intérim director of ADEPT (Africa-Europe 
Diaspora Development  Platform) joins members of the i am a migrant community around the 
world to discuss diaspora engagement and the cost of remittances, an important factor in the lives 
of migrants who need to send money back home.  Watch here 
 

 
 

Media Highlights 

1. IOM to Issue Urgent Appeal to Confront Unfolding Migration Crisis in Horn of Africa:  Public 
health concerns, irregular migration to Yemen via Djibouti and Somalia, displacement from 
Yemen, and crack-down over protests in Ethiopia have led to this appeal for donor support of the 
migration situation in the Horn of Africa. Read on 

2. UN report finds no evidence migration causes terror attacks and warns anti-refugee laws 
could worsen risk. Report warns that forcing refugees on covert routes could ultimately damage 
state security. Read on 

3. Europe pays out to keep a lid on Ethiopia migration. A $500 million investment aims to keep 
migrants at bay. Read on 

4. The New York Times reports: ‘The Worst We Have Ever Seen’: Fewer Migrants, More Death. 
Read on 

5. UNHCR Press Release of 25 October 2016 states: Mediterranean death toll soars, 2016 is 
deadliest year yet. With two months still to go, deaths of refugees and migrants crossing the 
Mediterranean hit all-time high. Read on 

6. The migrant camp known as “The Jungle” in Calais, France has been demolished and migrants 
relocated. However, on 27 October, the BBC reports: “Dozens of unaccompanied minors were 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sG_Ud_BS0tA
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-issue-urgent-appeal-confront-unfolding-migration-crisis-horn-africa
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/refugee-crisis-terrorism-link-migration-un-expert-report-no-evidence-isis-uses-route-human-rights-a7377961.html
https://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/10/24/europe-pays-out-keep-lid-ethiopia-migration
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/26/world/europe/migrants-mediterranean-deaths-united-nations.html?_r=0
http://www.unhcr.org/uk/news/latest/2016/10/580f3e684/mediterranean-death-toll-soars-2016-deadliest-year.html


left in the "Jungle" camp in Calais overnight, despite French officials declaring the camp now 
empty.” Read on 

7. The Economist explains why Uganda is a model for dealing with refugees.  Read on 

 

For further information, comments, or suggestions, please contact T. Craig Murphy  
Project Coordinator for Mixed Migration: cmurphy@iom.int 

 

    
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37783489
http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2016/10/economist-explains-24
mailto:cmurphy@iom.int

	1. IOM to Issue Urgent Appeal to Confront Unfolding Migration Crisis in Horn of Africa:  Public health concerns, irregular migration to Yemen via Djibouti and Somalia, displacement from Yemen, and crack-down over protests in Ethiopia have led to this appeal for donor support of the migration situation in the Horn of Africa. Read on
	2. UN report finds no evidence migration causes terror attacks and warns anti-refugee laws could worsen risk. Report warns that forcing refugees on covert routes could ultimately damage state security. Read on
	3. Europe pays out to keep a lid on Ethiopia migration. A $500 million investment aims to keep migrants at bay. Read on
	4. The New York Times reports: ‘The Worst We Have Ever Seen’: Fewer Migrants, More Death. Read on
	5. UNHCR Press Release of 25 October 2016 states: Mediterranean death toll soars, 2016 is deadliest year yet. With two months still to go, deaths of refugees and migrants crossing the Mediterranean hit all-time high. Read on
	6. The migrant camp known as “The Jungle” in Calais, France has been demolished and migrants relocated. However, on 27 October, the BBC reports: “Dozens of unaccompanied minors were left in the "Jungle" camp in Calais overnight, despite French officials declaring the camp now empty.” Read on
	7. The Economist explains why Uganda is a model for dealing with refugees.  Read on

