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From left to right: Luis Torres, Omolola Adele-Oso, Syed Farooq Ali are all immigrants or 
children of immigrants in the United States (Credit: USAIM/John Walder) 
 

Hyphenated America 
 
United States - “My mother was her own Ellis Island,” Luis Torres says about his mother, 
a Salvadoran immigrant, who fled the civil war and found refuge in California in the ‘80s. 
 
“Everybody has come through her door, [staying at] her apartment while they established 
themselves in the U.S. and that would not have happened had she not come here,” Torres 
recalls about his family members who rejoined his mother in the United States.  
 
Torres, interviewed in New York as part of a video series prepared for Immigrant Heritage 
Month, is one the 18 million children of immigrants born in the U.S. and representing the 
diverse face of America.   Read on 

 
We’re celebrating the stories and 
contributions of immigrants and children of 
immigrants throughout the month of June 
 #IHM2017 – Watch YouTube playlist  

 

 

 
 
Meet Fereshteh Forough, successful Afghan 
entrepreneur, based in New York. She 
launched the first coding school for girls in 
Afghanistan. Read her story 

 

 
In High School, Omolola fought the typical 
stereotypes about Africa by using sarcasm. She 
soon realized that she had to use it as an 
opportunity to educate instead of making fun. 
Watch video 
 

 
 
 

 

Thank You Letter from the Bomb that Visited 
my Home 11 Years Ago. Listen here 

 

 
“Every single immigrant is part of a larger 
history that needs to be communicated in all 
its ambivalences and complexities.” 
 
Jim Goldberg, U.S. photographer 

Tolu Olubunmi was one of the panelists at the IOM ‘Inaugural Global Migration Film 
Festival in Washington, D.C., in December 2016  
 

Misfortune Turned into Fortune  
By Tolu Olubunmi 
 
United States - “Her misfortune has been our good fortune.” United States Senator 
Richard Durbin chose those 7 words to capture my unlikely journey from an unemployed, 
undocumented chemical engineer to a respected immigrants’ rights activist and an 
internationally recognized social entrepreneur. 
 
When I was brought to the United States from Nigeria at age 14, I never dreamed I would 
spend my days innovating around global migration. However, as I ran into the seemingly 
impenetrable wall that divides those with “papers” and therefore access to the “American 
Dream” and those without, I was forced to examine my part in building the more perfect 
union we all desire. In a moment of clarity and born out of necessity, I resolved to focus 
my energy on tearing down that wall. I became one of the committed who daily strive to 
find solutions for themselves and their communities - those whose strength is born out of 
resisting the powerlessness that comes from struggling through untenable situations. 
Read on 

Former Iraqi Refugee Empowers Youth With 
Storytelling 

United States - When Ahmed Badr was 8 years old, his family's home in Baghdad was 
bombed in the midst of the Iraq War. The family was uninjured. They moved to Syria, 
which was peaceful then, and in 2008, they came to the U.S. as refugees, Samantah 
Raphelson reports for NPR. 
 
Writing helps Badr deal with what he's been through, and he wants to give other young 
people the same outlet. Now a student at Wesleyan University, Badr founded the website 
Narratio to empower others to tell their stories. 
 
Badr used writing to figure out what it meant to be an Iraqi-American kid. His life had 
dramatically changed since coming to the U.S. — in Baghdad, his parents were civil 
engineers; in the U.S., they worked minimum wage jobs at Home Depot and Wal-Mart. 
Read on  
 

Migration in the News 

 Reuters reports recent immigrants to the United States are better educated. Nearly half the recent immigrants to the United States 
have college degrees, reflecting a steady increase in educational attainment fueled largely by growing numbers of people from Asia, 
according to a study from the Migration Policy Institute. 

 The Washington Post reports that more U.S.-based restaurants are lining up behind political and social causes like helping with the 
integration of refugees. Son of Palestinian immigrants, Ahmad Ashkar recently opened Falafel Inc. in Georgetown, Washington, 
D.C., as a way to raise awareness about the refugee crisis in the Middle East.  

 Chicago Inno reports that VC firm Unshackled Ventures wants to help more foreign founders build their businesses in the US 
through its fund that invests only in immigrant entrepreneurs. The firm says it's on a mission to create 100,000 American jobs by 
helping immigrant entrepreneurs through the visa process, allowing them to build and scale their fast-growing startups in the US. 

 Kellog Insight reports that U.S. immigration’s long-term positive economic effects far outweigh the more minor short-term 
downsides, according to the findings of three researchers. Over the long haul, they discovered that areas with more historical 
immigration now have higher incomes, lower poverty and unemployment, and greater levels of educational attainment and 
urbanization. 

Media Contacts 
For media inquiries and other information, please contact the USAIM for IOM Media & Communications Officer, hnaili@iom.int  
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