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IOM Chief of Mission first visit to 

eastern Libya since 2014  
 

As per the first time since the evacuation in 2014, IOM international 
staff, Chief of Mission and two additional international staff, including 
the security officer, visited Libyan eastern city of Benghazi.  
 
On Tuesday 31 October, IOM attended a one day open event to 
commemorate the 17th anniversary of UNSCR 1325 on Women Peace 
and Security together with UNSMIL’s SRSG Maria Ribeiro and other high-
level representatives. Following the one-day event, IOM extended its 
visit, together with UNHCR’s CoM, for further three days. During the 
three-day mission IOM met with Mayor of Benghazi, local municipality 
representatives, human rights activists, civil society organizations and 
other partners including the Libyan Red Crescent, as well as IOM staff 
based in the east. IOM also assessed the needs of two Tawergha IDP 
camps outside the city. Some of the most urgent needs identified 
included lack of doctors and medical supplies at the area’s health clinic, 
humanitarian direct assistance, rehabilitation of schools and access to 

MARITIME UPDATE     
 

 

 On 31 October, 299 migrants (231 men, 
39 women and 29 children) were 
rescued or intercepted off Tripoli. The 
migrants come from countries such as 
Mali, Nigerian Cameroon, Nigeria, 
Guinea Conakry and Ivory Coast. All 
migrants were registered at 
disembarkation point and underwent a 
medical assessment where they were 
found to be in good health. On 7 
November, 48 migrants (35 men and 13 
women) were rescued by the Libyan 
Coast Guard. According to their 
testimony as many as 82 migrants may 
remain missing since the vessel's 
capsizing. Among the rescued, nine 
reportedly suffered from burn injuries 
with two transferred to hospital. IOM 
assisted the migrants at the 
disembarkation point including with 
health assessments. On 4 November, 
151 migrants (137 men, one woman and 
13 minors) were rescued or intercepted 
at sea off Tripoli. All migrants were 
found in relatively stable health 
condition.  
 

 So far in 2017, 19,333 migrants have 
been rescued in Libyan waters 

 

 

 

MIGRATION NEWS 
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water.  
 
The aim of the visit was to reiterate IOM’s close relationship to local 
authorities and assess how to better respond to the humanitarian needs 
of the eastern part of the country. Recognizing the dire needs, IOM is in 
the process of expanding its staff in the east including one international 
staff.IOM currently has all its departments operating (with Community 
Stabilization pending) in eastern Libya but challenges include security 
and lack of Embassy personnel (for Voluntary Humanitarian Return 
assistance), as well as international IOM staff.  
 

 
IOM support to migrants affected by 

Sabratha crisis continues   
 
IOM’s support, including medical assistance, continues in Sabratha and 
Zwara with more than 1,000 migrants currently at the sites. Parallel, a 
large number of migrants have been transferred to the detention 
centres around Tripoli, where IOM continues to provide support. 803 
migrants in detention centres received non-food items and hygiene kits. 
Migrants at Trig al Matar detention centre have also benefitted from an 
anti-scabies campaign. 2,933 of the migrants affected by the Sabratha 
crisis have begun the voluntary humanitarian return procedure to 
destinations such as Mali, Burkina Faso, Senegal and Nigeria. IOM also 
works to prepare a safe temporary shelter for the migrants affected by 
the Sabratha conflict. 
 

 
 

 
IOM vaccinates migrant children 

against polio and measles  
 

 

A nationwide vaccination campaign, 28 October – 2 November 2017, 
carried out in coordination with the Libyan authorities (Ministry of 

Refugee graves were a common sight in Libya. Now 
it’s Tunisia’s turn  (The Guardian) 

 
Seven bodies found in migrant boat off Libya 
(Reuters)  
 
Libyan coast guard intercepts nearly 300 migrants 
east of Tripoli (Reuters) 

 

 
 

  
 

 
For the latest Mediterranean Update data on 
arrivals and fatalities please visit: 
http://migration.iom.int/europe  
#MigrationEurope 

 

 
 

 
 

A global database tracking data on deceased 
and missing migrants along migratory routes. 
Visit MissingMigrants.iom.int  
#MissingMigrants 

 

 
STORIES OF MIGRANTS 

 
 

Growing up in a poor family thirteen-year-old 
Jonathan* started to fantasize about bringing his 
family to Italy, he dreamt of becoming a 
professional football player, earn a lot of money 
and bring his family to Europe. “I would like to play 
for Juventus,” he told IOM.  
 
When an opportunity to leave for Europe 
appeared, Jonathan took it, and began his around 
7,000 kilometer journey, from Senegal, through 
Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger and lastly, from 
southern to northern Libya.  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/nov/02/refugee-graves-were-a-common-sight-in-libya-now-its-tunisias-turn
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Health and The National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC)), WHO and 
UNICEF, is targeting children 0-6 years of age across Libya for vaccination 
against polio and 3-6 years for measles and mumps (MMR) vaccination. 

According to the post campaign evaluation of an earlier campaign, some 
40 percent of migrant children in Libya remained unimmunized. IOM has 
coordinated the vaccination of 441 children (239 boys and 202 girls) 
under the age of 6 in detention centres (Trig al Matar, Trig al Seka, 
Tajoura, Shuhada al Nasr and Ghariyan). 

Four detention centres staff trained 

on ways for hygiene promotion 

 

A two day (31 October- 1 November) training on hygiene promotion has 
been conducted in Tripoli for 20 participants from the Directorate for 
Combatting Irregular Migration (DCIM). The officers, representing five 
detention centres, were trained on safe hygiene practices and ways to 
prevent communicable diseases so as to reduce infections and improve 
the health of the migrants while in detention. Wael, member of Trig al 
Seka detention centre management said that “it is crucial to promote a 
proper and efficient hygiene policy amongst the migrants, while they are 
in detention. Such awareness will work to stop the spread of many 
diseases primarily scabies.” 
  
IOM also concluded the rehabilitation of Marsa Deela disembarkation 
point so as to improve reception conditions for migrants having 
embarked on the perilous journey at sea. Trig al Matar detention centre, 
currently holding a large number of migrates, was also provided with a 
water well pump. Construction work for Janzour detention centre and 
rehabilitation of Tajoura detention centre also near their completion.  
 
A delegation from the Netherlands, including Ambassador Eric Strating 
Special Envoy on Migration Marit Maij, Policy Officer on Migration Joelle 
Dek, Regional Coordinator for Migration Francesco Mascini and Policy 
Officer for Libya Ahmed Shalghoum visited Tripoli in order to oversee the 
process of ongoing rehabilitation of Tajoura detention centre. The 
delegation will also visit Hmaidia disembarkation point and Tripoli’s 
Mitiga airport, to witness a charter flight for 165 stranded migrants to 
return home to Gambia.  

 
Jonathan payed around 900 US dollar and was 
captured three times along the migratory route.  
 
In the detention centre, Jonathan tells IOM how he 
endured torture and ill treatment along the 
perilous road through the African continent. In 
southern Libya, Jonathan was kidnapped by 
smugglers and was only released after his relative 
and friend managed to pay the criminal group 550 
US dollar.   
 
The thirteen-year-old then travelled to Tripoli, 
where he started to work as a cleaner in order to 
raise the 500 LYD that was required to receive a 
seat in one of the inflatable rubber dinghies that 
these days depart on a regular basis from the 
Libyan coast packed with migrants wishing to 
reach Europe for a better life. But once again 
Jonathan was captured. 
 
“My relatives had to send 300 USD and they 
released me,” he explained to IOM.   
 
After two failed attempts on one of the world’s 
most dangerous routes across the Mediterranean 
Sea, Jonathan’s journey ended, like for so many 
others, in one of the Libyan capital’s detention 
centres.  
 
In thirteen of the current 29 government-led 
detention centres there are around 140 
unaccompanied minors, according to IOM Libya’s 
Displacement Tracking Matrix’s detention centre 
mapping tool. 
  
“Detention centre is not a place for children,” 
emphasized IOM Libya’s Protection Officer. “We 
work closely with the Libyan authorities in trying 
to find alternative solutions to detention and 
efficiently assist those wishing to return home.” 
Whilst trying to minimize the time spent in 
detention, IOM also supports the children with 
recreational activities and psychosocial first aid.  
 
Jonathan is one of the around 120 minors that 
IOM Libya has assisted to return home. Today he 
is reunited with his relatives at home, where he 
continues to dream about becoming a 
professional football player.  
 
*Jonathan is not the migrant’s real name  

 
SECOND CHANCES: “IT WILL TAKE 

TWO HOURS.” 
 
 

 
 



 

 
800 stranded migrants return home 

from Libya 

 

A total of 800 migrants, previously stranded in Libya were assisted home 
to their countries of origin through IOM’s voluntary humanitarian return 
programme. Countries of return included Chad, Bangladesh, Pakistan, 
Mali and Nigeria, among others. Upon arrival all returnees will benefit 
from a further reintegration assistance once back home.  
 

 
 

Family tracing assistance including 

calls home continues for minors  

 

 
 
IOM has conducted its second training in Benghazi for 27 participants on 
gender based violence in preparation for the 16 days of activism 
campaign. In addition, 88 cases of vulnerable migrants have been 
processed, 54 are unaccompanied minors, who were assisted with family 
phone calls and family tracing. The minors who are now in different 
detention centres will receive voluntary humanitarian return assistance 
home during the month of November. 
 
Furthermore, thirty infants, who were recently transferred from 
Sabratha assembly point, along with their mothers, to Surman detention 

Before leaving Libyan soil on a flimsy rubber 
dinghy, Moses was informed that in two hours 
they would be rescued and taken to Europe.  
“But it didn’t,” he added.  
 
Moses, a father of seven, from an African country, 
stands in the courtyard of a detention centre in 
Tripoli, where he has ended up after more than a 
year in Libya. He left his wife with their four other 
children to earn money for the family and worked 
in southern Libya.  
 
But staying with the three boys was no longer an 
option, so when his employer asked if he had some 
money and wanted to go to Subratah and Europe, 
Moses saw no other option but to go ahead “It was 
never my intention to go to Europe, not when I 
arrived to Libya,” he explains, but as his journey 
became more and more dangerous, Italy seemed 
to move closer and closer. 
Two hours away close.  
 
In the western coastal city of Subratah, Moses 
paid and ended up on a rubber boat with about 
150 other passengers from different African 
countries. Moses demonstrates how he sat with 
his children around him, his arms around their 
shoulders. “Packed like sardines,” he says.  
 
But two hours turned into three, turned into four 
and five and six hours. As the minutes ticked away 
the boat drifted, without a motor or a compass the 
passengers had little control over their fates. The 
“pusher men” take a speed boat or a scooter and 
leave the migrant boat at sea. Moses started to 
panic. He estimates that they stayed at sea for 
around six hours until they saw a boat with a 
Libyan flag. I ask Moses, were you disappointed it 
was the Libyans and not the Italians? No, he says, 
at that time he was just glad they were still alive.  
We work for a better future for our children, that 
is what it is all about, says Moses who has now 
chosen to return home through IOM’s return 
assistance programme.  As we wait for the buses 
to begin to transfer those migrants that have 
signed up for the assistance through Mitiga 
airport, Moses speaks of the boys. With a little 
glimmer of hope lightening in his eyes he tells me 
about the characters of his three sons. He puts his 
hand on the youngest head, this one is a clever 
one, he asks a lot of questions, Moses says with a 
smile, he will become a lawyer, he concludes. The 
other two would like to become a soldier and 
police, they are strong, Moses says and bursts out 
in laughter.  

At the airport the five-year-old, Moses’ youngest 
son stands by the window and watches the plane 
that is about to bring him back to his mother and 
siblings.  

But Moses leaves Libya with a bittersweet feeling, 
he is well aware that life back home will not be 
easy, they left for a reason and now they are in 
debt. But the most important is family, how you 
bring up your children will shape them, he says, 
shapes their future.  

*For safety reasons, Moses is not the migrant’s 
real name 

 
 



centre, were provided with milk and feeding bottles, due to the mothers’ 
inability to breast feed the babies. 

 
IOM identifies 416,556 migrants in 

Libya  
 

IOM’s DTM Round 13 Migrant Report Information Package has identified 
416,556 migrants surveyed across 22 mantikas (regions), 99 baladiyas 
and 524 mahallas. The migrants, reported to be mostly present in 
Misrata (18%), Tripoli (17%) and Almargeb (11%) come mainly from 35 
countries including Egypt (19%), Niger (19%) and Chad (14%). For the full 
report and its Key Findings 
  
DTM Libya has also released its latest Baladiya Profile Generator where 
multi-sectorial baladiya data, information on migrants, IDPs and 
returnees in each baladiya are gathered through mobility tracking 
assessments. More information here 
 

 

Youth engagement- key component 

of IOM’s community stabilization 

programme 

  

 

As part of IOM’s Community Stabilization project in southern Libya, 
schools, clinics and football yards in Sabha and Al Qatroun continue to 
undergo rehabilitation. Another four schools in Al Qatroun, six in Sabha 
as well as three medical clinics are now completely rehabilitated. In 
addition, Sabha Scouts organized  a one-day (27 October) Youth Peace 
Forum as part IOM’s youth engagement activities. The forum, attended 
by scout members from both Sabha and Al Qatroun, enabled an 
opportunity for dialogue between the different community members. 
The forum was also a space for exchanging lectures on social cohesion 
and peaceful existence as pillars for civil peace and development. 

A week earlier, 13 members from the Community Management 
Committees (CMC) in Sabha, attended a meeting with IOM, to evaluate 
achievements and discuss the way forward. This get-together, precedent 
by a similar meeting for 12 CMC members from Al Qatroun was an 
opportunity to discuss the areas’ needs such as medical and farming 
equipment, health support, infrastructure rehabilitation, transportation 
as well as football fields and family- friendly spaces. 
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Maritime Update 
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http://www.iom.int/sitreps/libya-maritime-incidents-libyan-coast-update-22-september-6-october-2017


All 25 members were also trained on conflict resolution and mediation 
by Peaceful Change Initiative (PCi) that works with communities to 
prevent or reduce violence. “The training was very useful since it taught 
me how to analyze a certain problem once it erupts and work my way to 
solve it,” said Zahra Kary, accountant from Al Qatroun “This is of high 
importance, especially with the current context, not only in Al Qatroun 
but all of Libya, it’s crucial to remain neutral and to affect all conflicting 
sides in a positive way.”s 

 

LATEST PRESS RELEASES 

 

 Corpses of 26 Trafficked Women Arrive 
in Italy, as Mediterranean Migrant 
Arrivals Reach 154,609 in 2017; Deaths 
Reach 2,925 
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CONTACTS  

 
For more information, please don’t hesitate to contact:  

 
IOM Libya Chief Of Mission Mr. Othman Belbeisi 
 Tel: +216 29 600 389, E-mail: obelbeisi@iom.int 

 
IOM Libya Support Officer Christine Petré 

 Tel: +216 25 779 636, E-mail: chpetre@iom.int 
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