
This year’s theme for World Malaria Day on April 25th will be 
“Invest in the Future: Defeat Malaria.” It focuses on reaching 
2015 malaria targets in all malaria-endemic countries, as well 
as scaling up efforts in malaria elimination and control beyond 
2015. In Uganda, IOM has engaged the Private Sector 
Transport Association in dialogue and community mobilization 
on preventive measures for malaria control. Over 10,000 
malaria rapid detection kits (RDTs and eight electric 
mono-microscopes) have been distributed to a network of 
private partner clinics along the major transport hubs and 
fishing communities for faster and an early detection and 
treatment of malaria among high risk populations. The training 
of health workers along the transport corridors on Ministry of 
Health procedures on malaria detection and treatment in 2014 
has also improved their knowledge of migrant sensitive health 
service provision to migrant populations.

IOM UGANDA

Newsletter February - April No. 6|  2015 

Your comments/questions:iomuganda@iom.int

Invest in the future, defeat malaria

LATEST VIDEOS

http://uganda.iom.int/

HIV/AIDS and fishing communities in Uganda

You and I can prevent HIV/AIDS

Be Safe
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Migration in Uganda: A rapid 
country profile 2013. Download the 
Report here.

Labour migration management 
assessment: Uganda. Download 
the Report here.

IOM Uganda annual report. 
Download the report here.

LATEST Publications

Direct link: International Women’s Day

Male colleagues from IOM Uganda participated in the international 
campaign “Empower women, empower humanity, picture it!” by 
answering the question: “How can men empower women?”. With 
their contributions a video was created to commemorate the 
International Women’s Day.
Migration can empower women in search of new opportunities and 
a better life for themselves and their families. The 
income-generating opportunities, access to education and 
economic independence found through migration all serve to 
empower women.

Empower Women, Empower Humanity, 
Picture it!

March 2015

The story of Immaculate Akumu or how a life 
can turn round

Seven months ago, the life of Immaculate Akumu, a 24-year-old 
single mother of three children, took a turn for the worse. “My 
husband abandoned me and married another woman using the 
savings we had made together”, explains Immaculate. “Life 
became hard in town and that’s how I got involved in commercial 
sex after I met a group of girls who were earning money easily 
through this business. I had no doubts about joining, it was my 
only alternative”, she said. In August 2013, the life of Inmaculate 
started to change, “I learned about an IOM initiative from a friend 
and together we went to meet the IOM team”. 
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The Staff  Voice

One field trip, many new experiences

By Agnes Obuwa
IOM Asset Tracking & Procurement Assistant

Having to join IOM Uganda as an Asset Tracking Assistant struck me with mixed feelings, I was both 
excited and scared of the task ahead and my first briefing being done by the Chief of Mission didn’t 
make it any easier. He explained to me the urgent needs which included traveling to the field offices 
as soon as possible to conduct stock take and verification.

Did you know that in Resource Management department we have a second Bible called the PRISM 
Bible? This “bible” was handed to me and new terms like TDY, DSA, TA and expense claim started to 
become a part of me. With this, I was going to travel to places beyond the city with uncertainties of 
how the roads would be, how the staff would receive and work with me or even what happens while 
on travel duty.

My first travel on duty, commonly referred to as TDY, was to the North Eastern part of the country, I 
was given the briefing and I had my bags packed for the journey which was expected to be tedious 
because of the state of the roads. It took us 9 hours to reach the final destination. Our colleagues 
helped us to book a place to sleep and all went well. The fear of the unknown turned out to be 
smoother and easier than expected thanks to the team work displayed by everyone along the way. 
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However, the return was a nightmare. Not only did we get stuck in mud, but also our vehicle winch 
couldn’t help to pull our car out of the mud. For anyone who has been to the North East, you are 
aware that this is the only road and there is no other alternative route. So we had to stay and wait 
for all the other vehicles that had got stuck as well, to be pulled out. By which point the water levels 
had gone up to the car seat, I had to be carried out of the car. My colleague got out of the car because 
he had to tie our vehicle winch to the tractor that pulled it out. It was amazing how my colleague 
managed to get the car out of the mud with the water going up to his chest and drive to a safe 
location before sunset; this only shows how one can do anything humanly possible to be safe.

All in all, working in this field has been challenging but fulfilling that I have mastered the art of the 
job and I have gained so much knowledge, thanks to my colleagues who never get tired of being 
there for one another.
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