
IOM Washington Monthly Newsletter

September 28, 2017  

In This Issue
US Nonprofit Funds 
Construction of Playgrounds in 
Iraq
Global Disaster Relief & 
Development Summit
US Stricken by Natural 
Disasters

Facebook Live Chat

ThisGuest: Raj Kumar, Founder 
& Editor-in-Chief of Devex 

- Watch here
 

Guest: Assedig Habtewold, 
Ethiopian author. Watch here

 

USAIM for IOM Supports Construction of 
Playgrounds for Displaced Children in Iraq

 
"These children have been deprived of part of their childhood 
because of the ongoing violence. Now that they are safer, we 
want to ensure they have spaces to enjoy their free time, play 
sports and express themselves," said Luca Dall'Oglio, CEO of 
USAIM for IOM. Thanks to funds raised by the U.S.-based 
nonprofit, IOM  Iraq facilitated the construction of playgrounds in 
both Haj Ali and Qayara emergency sites. The playgrounds were 
inaugurated by a tournament organized by IOM. "I didn't know 
that so many of my friends were living here in the camp. IOM 
reunited us through this event. I am so excited to be taking part in 
this match, after not having played with my team for so long," 
said Nazeeh, one of the children who participated at the 
tournament. Read more  

Head of CSU Joins Global Disaster Relief 
& Development Summit

 
More than 300 decision-makers from leading NGOs, UN and 
disaster relief agencies, global aid and development donors, 
heads of military and government emergency operations and 
private sector companies gathered at the Global Disaster Relief 
& Development Summit in Washington D.C. on September 6-7th 
to discuss how to address global development challenges and 
strengthen disaster resilience. Invited to join one of the panel 
discussions titled Effective Partnerships for Aid & Development 
Programs, Brian Kelly, Head of IOM's Community Stabilization 
Unit, discussed the importance of addressing human 
displacement in time of natural and manmade disasters and 
designing relief responses that address the needs of migrants 
who find themselves trapped in countries in crisis. Kelly's 
intervention also focused on the use of predictive analytics to 
improve relief assistance to displaced individuals. To learn more 
contact Brian Kelly - 
bkelly@iom.int  

Harvey and Irma Are Part of a Global 
Humanitarian Challenge

 
It might be too early to determine how many of those who have 
been displaced will be able to return to their homes; however 
Harvey and Irma are here to remind us that displacement linked 
to natural disasters has become one of the biggest humanitarian 
challenges of our century. Between 2008 and 2016, 227.6 million 
people were forced from their homes due to floods, earthquakes, 
tropical storms, and other natural hazards, according to the 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Center. Read more

Hope in Troubling Times

 
While many Americans visit Costa Rica to experience its warm 
ocean waters, colorful toucans, and lush rainforests, migrants 
journey to the country for other reasons. Each month, thousands 
of migrants from Central and South America, and some from as 
far away as Africa and Southeast Asia, attempt to reach Costa 
Rica. They intend to either seek refuge in the country or continue 
onward toward the United States. Read more
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●     

In response to Hurricane Maria, IOM has dispatched surge teams in Dominica, Saint Maarten, Antigua and 
Barbados to conduct assessments on the needs of affected populations, and support local authorities and 
humanitarian actors. Read more
 

●     IOM is providing urgent medical and psychological support to Rohingya survivors of sexual and gender-based 
violence. The UN Migration Agency is seriously concerned about increasing reports by vulnerable Rohingya 
arriving from Myanmar into Bangladesh. Read more - Rohingya Bangladesh Crisis updates here

●     More than 40 million people around the world were victims of modern slavery in 2016, according to 
a report released by the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Walk Free Foundation, and IOM. 
Among the 40 million victims of modern slavery, about 25 million were in forced labour, and 15 million were 
living in a forced marriage. Read more
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●     The real number of migrant deaths and disappearances is likely to be much higher as many deaths are never 
recorded, IOM's Global Migration Data Analysis Center reported earlier this month. Since 2014, over  23,000 
migrant deaths and disappearances have been recorded globally by the IOM. Read more
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●     Humanitarian aid for fleeing Rohingyas must be urgently scaled up. IOM & its partners need 
$18M for immediate relief. See tweet here 

●     With better data, we can help set refugees up for success. See tweet here 

●     In response to hurricanes Irma and Jose, IOM releases about USD 250K for relief response in 
the Caribbean http://bit.ly/2f0n3sB . See Tweet here 
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Do you have any questions? Email us: iomwashington@iom.int 
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