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PLURAL+ 2018 Youth Video Festival Call for Entries Now Open  

 

 

 

 

[Left to right] Mr. Al-Nasser UNAOC's Higher Representative, Filmmakers of "Child of All Nations" and winners 

of PLURAL+ International Jury Award (age category 18-25), IOM's DG Swing © Caroline Bizatto / IOM 2017  

 

IOM Office to the UN and the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) 

teams in NY launched last month the PLURAL+ 2018 call for video entries. The 

call invites young media makers from around the world to submit original and 

creative videos on the PLURAL+ themes of migration, diversity, social inclusion 

and the prevention of xenophobia. The winners will be invited to PLURAL+ 

Awards Ceremony at the United Nations Headquarters in New York this fall. 

https://twitter.com/IOMatUN
https://unofficeny.iom.int/
https://twitter.com/IOMatUN
https://unofficeny.iom.int/


 

 
Deadline for applications: 3 June 2018. For more information on PLURAL+ 
visit: https://pluralplus.unaoc.org/   

 

 

 

  

 

Global Compact for Migration First and Second Rounds of Negotiations 

Conclude in New York  

  

 

 

Conclusion of the 2nd round of GCM negotiations. Trusteeship Chamber, United Nations © Amb. Gomez 
Camacho 2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Co-facilitators of the GCM presenting the GCM zero draft text to Member States: [left] Amb. Gomez 
Camacho, Permanent Representative of the Mission of Mexico to the UN and [right] Amb. Lauber 
Permanent Representative of the Mission of Switzerland to the UN  © UN Web TV 2017 

 

 

The GCM NY team continues to jointly service the development of the Global 
Compact for Migration. In close cooperation with the Office of the Special 
Representative of the Secretary General for International Migration, GCM NY 

https://pluralplus.unaoc.org/


 

team supported the first two rounds of negotiations in February and March 
providing note-taking and logistical support.  
The first round of negotiations provided a complete read-through of the zero 
draft, where member states intervened and commented on both language and 
substance reflecting their governments’ positions. The co-facilitators have come 
back to member states with a “zero draft plus”, consisting of technical updates 
and clarifications of the zero draft. No substantive changes were made in this 
version.  
The second round of negotiations concluded last week, which were dedicated 
to addressing four issues which required further discussion. The three first days 
were organized respectively to discuss 1) differentiation between irregular and 
regular refugees 2) differentiation between migrants and refugees 3) 
implementation and capacity-building and 4) follow-up and review. Member 
states were strongly encouraged to engage in in-depth discussions. The co-
facilitators plan to revise the draft and share an updated version for the third 
round of negotiations in April. The current “zero draft plus” can be found on: 
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/2018mar05_zerodraft.pdf.  

 

 

 

 

IOM/UNFCCC Informal Meeting on Climate Migration  

 

 

 

 

Deputy Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Mr. Ovais 
Sarmad briefing representatives from 23 Member States on IOM-UNFCCC collaboration on migration and 
climate change © Rahma Soliman 2018/IOM 

 

https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/2018mar05_zerodraft.pdf


 

  
On 8 March, IOM New York organized an informal exchange of views with New 
York- based Permanent Missions on climate migration, jointly with Mr. Ovais 
Sarmad, the Deputy Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The event brought together 
representatives from 23 permanent missions. It represented the opportunity to 
discuss IOM-UNFCCC collaboration on migration, environment and climate 
change (MECC) issues and to take stock of climate elements in the ongoing 
negotiations of the global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration 
(GCM). On 14 March, IOM New York was also invited by the Organization 
internationale de la Francophonie to brief francophone New York- based 
permanent missions on climate migration, in the margins of the GCM April 
negotiations. 

 

 

 

IOM New York organized a Global Migration Group (GMG) side-event titled 

“Maximizing the Contribution of Rural Women Migrants”  

 

 

 

 

[Left to right] Ms. Touré, Minister for the Advancement of Women, Children and the Family, Mali, IOM’s Deputy 
Director Ms. Thompson and Ms. Bellanova, Deputy Minister for Economic Development, Italy on a panel in the 

GMG CSW side event © Rahma Soliman 2018/IOM 

 

On 13 March, along with FAO as the Co-Chairs of the GMG in 2018. The side-
event was held in the margins of the 62nd session of the Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW). The event was sponsored by the Mali, Italy, and 
Indonesia Missions to the UN and was very well-attended. Key note speeches 
were given by Ms. Louise Arbour, SRSG for International Migration. A high-
level panel discussion was moderated by IOM’s DDG Ambassador Laura 
Thompson, involving H.E. Ms. Traoré Oumou Touré, Minister for the 
Advancement of Women, Children and the Family, Mali, H.E. Ms. Teresa 
Bellanova, Deputy Minister for Economic Development, Italy, and Ms. Otilia Lux 



 

de Cotí from Guatemala, a Migrant CSO representative identified in 
cooperation with MADRE and WIMN. The event was an excellent way to raise 
awareness on the key linkages between rural development, migration and 
women’s rights. These themes have been identified as a key theme for the IOM 
and FAO Co-Chairmanship of GMG in 2018. The event took place during both 
the CSW and the current round of negotiations of the Global Compact for 
Migration (GCM), helping to showcase IOM’s positive cooperation with other 
UN entities and GMG Co-Chairmanship. The event was webcast. 

 

 

 

The 2018 Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Segment on 

Operational Activities for Development  

 

 

 

 

Left to right: Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed; Dian Triansyah Djani, Permanent Representative of 
the Republic of Indonesia and Vice President of the seventy-second session of the General Assembly; Mr. 
Guterres; Marc Pecsteen de Buytswerve, Permanent Representative of Belgium to the UN and Vice President of 
ECOSOC; Catherine Pollard, General Assembly Affairs & Conference Management; and Maria Luiza Ribeiro 
Viotti, Chef de Cabinet © UN DPI February 2018. 

 

 

The 2018 Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Segment on Operational 
Activities for Development was held from 27 February to 1 March in New York. 
It served as a key platform for Member States to begin the formal process of 
consideration of the repositioning of the UN development system (UNDS). 
From the discussions, there was general support expressed for the SG’s reform 
proposals. Key note speeches were given by both the SG and the DSG 
expanding on different themes of the UN reforms. 

 

http://webtv.un.org/search/maximizing-the-contribution-of-rural-women-migrants-csw62-side-event/5750688906001/?term=Maximizing&sort=date


 

 

 

 

Humanitarian, Peace and Security Liaison  

 

 

 

 

Wide shot of the Security Council as Mark Lowcock (on screens), Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, briefs the Council on the situation in Syria © UN DPI February 2018 

 

The Humanitarian, Peace and Security team has continued following 
developments in Libya, Syria, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), and 
the Rohingya Refugee Crisis in Bangladesh, along with keeping up to date and 
sharing information on any developments in other emergency programming 
locations such as Somalia and South Sudan. An ad hoc Joint Steering 
Committee Meeting to advance humanitarian and development collaboration 
took place on 2 March and was attended by the Director of IOM NY, Mr Ashraf 
El Nour. The meeting focused on addressing barriers and identifying solutions 
to coordination, data and financing.  Liaising between IOM Country Offices, 
UNOCHA and UN Departments such as DPKO, and DPA has been especially 
relevant over January and February as the Secretary-General has requested 
reviews of peacekeeping missions. Currently reviews have been planned or 
completed for missions such as MINUSMA (Mali), UNISFA (Abyei), UNMISS 
(South Sudan), and UNAMID (Darfur). IOM has been actively involved in the 
UNISFA and UNMISS reviews. On Thursday 15th March, IOM’s DDG, 
Ambassador Laura Thompson, represented IOM during a round table 
discussion on Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PSEA) at the UK Mission to the 



 

UN. Participants discussed accountability within the UN system.  The team has 
continued to support HQ through starting to develop the IOM Framework for 
Gender Based Violence in Emergencies. Liaison continues between IOM 
Country Offices and the CERF Secretariat on any issues or administration 
required for the development and review of CERF Projects. During this 
reporting period, nearly $6 Million has been released for projects in DRC, 
Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia. 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

 

26-27 March: IOM’s International 

Dialogue on Migration (IDM). It will be 
dedicated to the topic of Inclusive 
and Innovative Partnerships for 
Effective Global Governance of 

Migration. 
 
 
26 March: A side-event on the 

margins of the IDM titled “Migration 
and Rural Development: Sharing 
Experiences and Fostering 
Partnerships” will be jointly co-
organized by the Co-Chairs of GMG 
and the Global Forum on Migration 
and Development (GFMD). 

 

3 April: An IOM side-event on 
“Effective and Sustainable 
Solutions for Migration 
Management” will be held during 
the next round of GCM negotiations. 
 
10 April: A GMG side-event to the 
51st Session of the Commission on 
Population and Development (CPD) 
on “Mainstreaming Migration into 
Urban/Local planning” in 
cooperation with the Belgium and 
Philippines missions to the UN.  
 
17 April: DG Swing as IASC PSEA 
Champion will convene the IASC 
PSEA Senior Focal Points 
meeting. 
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