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New IOM Director General António Vitorino Visits Washington 

Prior to assuming his role as Director General of IOM, Mr. António Vitorino visited
Washington Sept. 18-20 to meet with various government interlocutors, including
senior officials from the U.S Department of State and the U.S. Agency for International
Development. Mr. Vitorino officially began his term on Oct. 1. Read more here.

Photo: Mr. Vitorino with Chief of Mission Luca Dall'Oglio and IOM Washington staff.

Eduardo Stein Appointed Joint Special Representative for
Venezuelan Refugees and Migrants 
IOM and UNHCR announced the appointment of Mr.
Eduardo Stein as a Joint Special Representative for
Venezuelan refugees and migrants in the region. He
will work to promote dialogue and consensus
necessary for the humanitarian response, including
access to territory, refugee protection, legal stay
arrangements, and the identification of solutions for
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Venezuelan refugees and migrants. Shortly after his
appointment, Mr. Stein visited Washington where he
met with the NGO community among other partners.
Read more here.

IOM Monitors Central American Migrant Caravans, Supports
Voluntary Returns
IOM continues to provide support and assistance to
migrants who have joined the migrant caravans
crossing Central America and opted to seek asylum in
Mexico or return to their countries of origin. IOM and
the Mexican Secretary of Foreign Affairs have been
supplying food and basic hygiene kits to over 1,500
migrants seeking asylum in Tapachula. Exhaustion and
the challenges ahead have caused many migrants to
opt for voluntary return, offered by Mexican authorities and Honduran consular
officials. With support from the U.S. State Department's Bureau of Population,
Refugees and Migration (PRM), IOM is now also able to provide voluntary return
assistance to migrants. IOM Washington Chief Luca Dall'Oglio discussed the challenges
of migration with Voice of America here. 

IOM Participates in KNOMAD Experts
Meeting at World Bank
KNOMAD, the Global Knowledge
Partnership on Migration Development,
convened an experts meeting at the
World Bank Oct. 4-5. Participants
discussed pressing and emerging policy
issues. Chief of Mission Luca Dall'Oglio
provided introductory remarks on the
newly-created UN migration network and
IOM's role and priorities. To learn more,

IOM Joins International Day For Disaster
Reduction Event
Brian Kelly, Head of the Community
Stabilization Unit, participated on a panel
about leveraging migrant contributions
for building resilience, hosted by
InterAction and the Global Disaster
Preparedness Center on Oct. 26. He
discussed the role of migrants in disaster
response at the global, regional and
country level. To learn more, contact
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contact Roberta Romano. Brian Kelly. 

IOM Presents Ethiopian
Diaspora Report
On Oct. 12, IOM hosted
an event to share
preliminary findings of a
mapping exercise to
determine the potential
and willingness of the
diaspora to contribute to
the development of
Ethiopia. To learn more,
contact Roberta Romano.

IOM Joins FAO for World
Food Day
In commemoration of
World Food Day, IOM
staff joined FAO and other
UN agencies for a
volunteer event at the
Capital Area Food Bank on
Oct. 9. The volunteers
helped sort and pack food
items for distribution. To
learn more, contact Liz
Lizama.

USA for IOM Briefs
Middle School Students 
On Sept. 26, staff from
IOM's nonprofit partner,
USA for IOM, visited a DC
school as part of a
partnership between USA
for IOM and the United
Nations Association of the
National Capital Area.
Read more about the
partnership here.

U.S. State Department Increases Funding for Syria Refugee Response 
PRM provided an additional $1.2 million in support of IOM's response to the Syrian
refugee crisis. The latest commitment raises the total U.S. contribution to $13.5 million
for activities outlined in the 2018-2019 Syria Regional Refugee and Resilience Plan. To
date, IOM has assisted more than 5 million individuals in the region. Read the latest
report here.

As Families in Iraq Rebuild Their Lives, IOM Rehabilitates Their Homes
With funds from the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), IOM provided
shelter upgrades to a total of 1,550 displaced families currently living in out-of-camp
settings in Amriyat Al Fallujah. As one of the first international organizations to access
these areas to implement shelter rehabilitation projects, IOM has assisted 903 returnee
families with shelter upgrades since October 2017. Read more here.

IOM Provides Life-Saving Assistance to Displaced Population in Yemen 
With support from partners like PRM and OFDA, IOM continues to
provide humanitarian and protection assistance to vulnerable migrants in Yemen. Since
the crisis in Al Hudaydah began in June, IOM has provided hot meals to more than
30,000 beneficiaries. About 8,500 displaced families also received cash and rental
subsidy assistance. Read more here.
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SAVE THE DATE
Nov. 29, 2018 | Washington, D.C. 

The UN Migration Agency will bring the Global Migration Film Festival to Landmark E
Street Cinema in Washington, D.C. on November 29th at 5:30 p.m. The event will
feature the global premiere of One Way Ticket, a film that follows the journey of two
Congolese refugees resettled in the U.S. Admission to the festival is free, but guests
must register at http://usaforiom.org/film. The screening will be followed by a
discussion with the director and families featured in the film.

PLURAL+ Youth Video Festival
Nov. 21, 2018 | New York, NY

For ten years, the PLURAL+ Youth Video Festival has provided a platform for young
people to explore issues relating to migration, diversity, and social inclusion, as seen
through their camera lens. USA for IOM, the nonprofit partner of IOM, is proud to
support the festival for the second consecutive year. This year's winning videos will be
screened on Nov. 21 at the Paley Center for Media in New York. The event is free and
open to public. Click here to RSVP.
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