
 

 

DID YOU MISS OUR LAST NEWSLETTER? READ IT HERE!!   

 

Malagasy Diaspora 

 

IOM Madagascar assisted to the inauguration of a 

classroom rehabilitated by the Association 

Tetezana, an association of Malagasy Diaspora based 

in Italy, and Tetezana Mada, as part of a project 

implemented by the two associations with support 

from IOM, the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 

the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation. 

 

Displacement Tracking Matrix  

 
In September 2018 IOM Madagascar completed an 

18-month project, funded by the Government of 

Japan, to map and respond to drought-related 

displacement in the south of Madagascar. 

Watch our video about the DTM! 

 

Migration and Health 

 

 
Madagascar Hosts Regional Maritime Security Conference 

 
 

 

 

 

Between 1 and 3 October 2018, in Antananarivo, delegates from Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, and 

Seychelles joined officials from entities in charge of migration management and maritime security from 

eight other countries (Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Réunion/France, Somalia, Sudan, 

Tanzania) and entities such as the EUNAVFOR, UNODC, the Regional Maritime Information Fusion 

Center (hosted by Madagascar) and the Regional Operations Coordination Center (hosted by 

Seychelles) for a conference organized by IOM, the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) and Interpol, 

focusing on human mobility, maritime security and transnational organized crime including common 

threats such as piracy, terrorism, human trafficking and smuggling of persons, drug trafficking, and other 

illegal acts. Building on the outcome of the Ministerial Conference on maritime security held in April 

2018 in Mauritius where ministers in charge of security and representatives of regional organizations 

adopted a Declaration on Maritime Security in the Western Indian Ocean underlining their commitment 

towards the sharing and exchange of maritime information and the coordination of action at sea; the 

event was tailored to strengthen regional collaborative approaches related to maritime security threats 

and challenges; to engage partners and institutions in concrete actions to be implemented; to take stock 

of existing information and immigration related intelligence and threats relating to transnational 

organized crime; and to bolster the exchange of information. 

Read more here about the Regional Maritime Security Conference! 

 

 
Building the Capacity of the Mauritian Government to Strengthen 

Linkages with the Mauritian Diaspora 

 

  

IOM in close partnership with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Regional Integration and Trade (MFA) 

launched on the 29th November the ‘Building the Capacity of the Mauritian Government to Strengthen 

Linkages with the Mauritian Diaspora’ project.  

The Secretary for Foreign Affairs (SFA) as well as UN Resident Coordinator for Mauritius and Seychelles 

both highlighted the immense knowledge and experience of the Mauritian diaspora, the need for more 

data on the size of diaspora communities, their skills, aspirations, and needs to fully realise the Mauritian 

diaspora’s potential. “The mobilization of the Mauritian diaspora requires determined efforts, constant 

and innovative outreach and collaborative strategies to establish regular communication channels that 

https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/mission_newsletter/file/western_indian_ocean_mn_201807-09_en.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/mission_newsletter/file/western_indian_ocean_mn_201807-09_en.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/oimMadagascarMauritius/videos/2225648877469975/
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-partners-hold-regional-maritime-security-conference-madagascar
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-partners-hold-regional-maritime-security-conference-madagascar
http://www.iom.int/
https://www.instagram.com/unmigration/
https://twitter.com/UNmigration
https://www.youtube.com/user/IOMMigration
https://www.facebook.com/oimMadagascarMauritius/
https://www.facebook.com/oimMadagascarMauritius/videos/2225648877469975/


For the first time in Madagascar, IOM launched a 

participatory population mobility mapping (PMM) to 

identify locations for the setting up of Health 

Screening Points in the event of a declared plague 

outbreak. 

 

Global Migration Film Festival 

 
IOM Mauritius and IOM Madagascar organized in 

December the second edition of the Global 

Migration Film Festival (GMFF). The events gathered 

hundreds of participants, and more than 12 movies 

and documentaries were screened. The GMFF is 

meant to stir a discussion and a positive dialogue 

with the general public and to build on a broad range 

of public information and awareness raising enablers 

as well as cultural stakeholders, such the Middlesex 

University in Mauritius and the Musée de la 

Photoghraphie in Antananarivo. 

 

Counter-Trafficking 

 
IOM Madagascar completed trainings on victim-

centered investigations of TIP cases for over one 

hundred students from Police and Gendarmerie 

academies in December 2018. 

 

IOM in Seychelles 

Mr. Charles Kwenin, IOM Regional Director for 

Southern Africa, accompanied by Ms. Céline 

Lemmel, Head of Office IOM Mauritius and 

Seychelles presented his credentials to Mr. Vincent 

Meriton, Vice President of the Republic of Seychelles 

& Minister responsible for Foreign Affairs, 

Department of Foreign Affairs in October 2018. 

 

would allow involving diaspora members more prominently in various socio-economic projects” pointed 

out the SFA. The Launch was followed by an inception meeting to contextualise the Project within IOM 

strategic objectives at national, regional and continental levels and to explain the project goals, high level 

milestones and rationale to the relevant stakeholders.  The exchange amongst key officials from relevant 

Ministries and other stakeholders lead to a consensual endorsement and agreement on an 

implementation strategy of the project activities. 

The project constitutes several crucial components, including, the setting up of a Diaspora Cell under 

the Premises of the MFA pilot mapping in 3 different geographic locations and an evaluation report on 

the profiling of Mauritian diaspora; and eventually, helping the Government of Mauritius devise a long-

term diaspora engagement strategy. The project supported by the IOM Development Fund and is 

expected to be implemented over a 24-month timeline with the participation of relevant stakeholders 

and the technical assistance of IOM. 

 Stronger Together: A story of solidarity and resilience 

 

 

Jasmine and Erika (fictitious names), two cousins, found their way back home to Mauritius through 

IOM’s Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) programme after spending several years 

abroad. A relative generously housed the cousins upon their return but Jasmine and Erika were 

determined to become self-sufficient as soon as possible. They took up jobs and pooled their financial 

grants from the AVRR programme to build a house on family owned land.  

After a few months back, Jasmine and Ericka have almost completed the construction of their house, 

and with the continued support and encouragement of their relatives, they plan to keep on working 

hard and save to be able to move into their new home soon. “We are thankful for our family’s support 

and IOM’s assistance, and we are determined stick together through thick and thin for an independent 

and better life”  

 Global Compact on Migration Discussed in Madagascar and 

Comoros 

 

Today, there are over 258 million international migrants around the world. This figure is expected to 

grow as a result of a number of factors including overall population growth, increasing connectivity, 

trade, rising inequality, demographic imbalances and climate change. Migration provides immense 

opportunity and benefits – for the migrants, host communities and communities of origin. However, 

when poorly regulated it can create significant challenges. In October and December 2018 respectively, 

IOM held with support from the European Union’s Directorate General for International Cooperation 

(DEVCO), consultations on the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration with national 

stakeholders in Madagascar and Comoros.  

The two day consultation held in Antananarivo, which gathered 41 participants from ministries and civil 

society; and the one day consultation held in Moroni with 31 participants from various ministries and 

other public and semipublic entities; came ahead of the Marrakesh Intergovernmental Conference on 

Migration (December 2018) and enabled the participants to familiarize themselves with the content of 

the Global Compact; to identify priority areas of implementation in consideration of their specific 

country contexts; and to brainstorm on means of implementation in country. The Global Compact 

represents a historic opportunity to improve international cooperation on migration, and to strengthen 

the contributions of migrants and migration to sustainable development. 

 

 

For more information please reach out to us at IOMMadagascar@iom.int or IOMMauritius@iom.int 

Or visit us: 
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