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S K O P J E  

According to the latest updates, there are currently 108 migrants in the country, distributed as follows: 60 in the
Reception Centre (TRC) Tabanovce, 34 in TRC Gevgelija, 7 in the Vizbegovo Asylum Center, 2 in the Reception
Center for Foreigners in Gazi Baba and 5 in the Safe House. 
 
 

OVERVIEW OF MIGRATION SITUATION

https://www.facebook.com/iomskopje/
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DTM Flow Monitoring data shows that an estimated 27,045 migrants
and refugees arrived in Europe between January and April 2018 using
different sea and land routes. This represents a 46 per cent decrease
when compared to the 50,400 registered in the same period in 2017.
Almost half of all migrants and refugees registered this year arrived in
Greece (10,426). Italian authorities reported that 9,467 migrants and
refugees who attempted to cross the Central Mediterranean were
rescued and brought to Sicily and coastal areas in the South of Italy.
Another 6,690 individuals arrived in Spain through the Western
Mediterranean route. The remaining 462 migrants and refugees were
registered in Bulgaria and Cyprus.

 
Aside from Spain and Greece, all countries saw a decrease in the
number of overall arrivals this year when compared to 2017. In Spain,
authorities registered 10 per cent more migrants than in 2017 (6,690
versus 6,104). The increase is more significant when looking at the data
available for Greece where authorities reported the arrival of 10,426
new migrants and refugees this year, almost double to the 5,771
registered between January and April 2017. 

 
The increase in the number of arrivals through the Eastern
Mediterranean route might have triggered an observed increase in
secondary movements through the Western Balkans. This is especially
noted in Albania, Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Authorities
in these three countries registered over 6,700 migrants and refugees
between January and April 2018, which is almost three times more than
the 2,600 registered in the same period in 2017. The available
nationality breakdowns for these countries indicate that Syria was the
most common country of origin, especially for those migrants and
refugees registered in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In Albania and
Montenegro authorities also registered a significant percentage of
migrants and refugees from Pakistan and Algeria. 

HIGHLIGHTS-MIGRATION TRENDS
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WORKSHOP ON PREVENTION AND COUNTERING OF VIOLENT 

EXTREMISM

On 21 and 22 May 2018, IOM Skopje, through the support of USAID has organized a two-day workshop to further
develop the capacities of the national stakeholders in addressing the prevention and counteracting of violent
extremism. 
 
The conference gathered international and local experts, members/deputy members of the NCCVECT
participating institutions and relevant stakeholders, to discuss and exchange on effective policies and practices that
contribute to national efforts to prevention of violent extremism. 
 
Emphasis was placed on encouraging institutional ownership – importance of the multi-institutional approach in
addressing of violent extremism (VE); the role of the police in preventing VE; review of the dynamics of violent
extremism in the Western Balkans; implementation of border control and security measures, such as activities and
methods of identification, including investigation and prosecution of suspected individuals.   
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JOINT COORDINATION MEETING OF THE HEADS OF BORDER 

POLICE

A joint coordination meeting of the Heads of
Border Police from 6 Western Balkan countries was
organized by IOM on 30 May 2018 in Budva,
Montenegro within the framework of the regional
project “Enhancing Capacities and Mechanisms for
Identifying and Protecting Vulnerable Migrants in
the Western Balkans – Phase II”, funded by the U.S.
Department of State, Bureau of Population,
Refugees, and Migration.  
 
The meeting was opened by IOM Sub-Regional
Coordinator for the Western Balkans and IOM
Podgorica Head of Office with active participation
of all present Heads of Border police that discussed
the WB region migrant situation. 
 

TABANOVCE RECEPTION CENTRE PROVIDED WITH NEW DRINKING 

WATER SYSTEM

The Transit reception centre in Tabanovce, Kumanovo at the north border with Serbia, is getting a new water
supply system replacing the old one.  Through financial support from the European Union, IOM has constructed
new and installed improved system for drinking water supply that will enable supply of clean water not only for
the Tabanovce Reception centre, but also for the nearby village of Tabanovce whose current population is 910
habitants.  This activity is part of IOM’s activities aimed to support the infrastructural capacities in the reception
facilities.  
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ORGANIZATION OF 5TH COUNSELLING SESSION FOR 

VULNERABLE MIGRANTS

In May 2018, 5th counselling session was organized with 10 asylum seekers in the Reception Centre for Asylum
Seekers in Vizbegovo. All session participants were men, with majority coming from Morocco and Pakistan. The
action was conducted within the project “Strengthening the national capacities in the area of asylum, migration
and trafficking in human beings” funded by the European Union. 

HUMANITARIAN BORDER MANAGEMENT TRAININGS

In May 2018, IOM Skopje organized two 2-day trainings
for 46 border police officers delivered by the national
experts and IOM Senior Border Management Expert in
Skopje and Kavadarci, under the project “Special
Measure Supporting the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia to Manage its Southern Border in the Context
of the European Migration Crisis”, funded by the
European Union. 
 
The training was focused on: Stress management,
Standard Operating Procedures dealing with vulnerable
categories of migrants, including the registration process
with a particular focus on the profiling and interviewing
procedures and techniques and the Current trends in
irregular migration in the country and in the wider
region. 
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REGIONAL TRAINING ON CULTURAL COMPETENCY

Regional training on “Cultural Competency: knowledge, awareness and sensitivity” was organized by IOM on 22-
23 May 2018 in Ohrid within the framework of the regional project “Enhancing Capacities and Mechanisms for
Identifying and Protecting Vulnerable Migrants in the Western Balkans – Phase II”, funded by the U.S.
Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration. 
 
24 public prosecutors and NGO representatives participated at the training and discussed various topics,
including: the role of third-country in the investigation of cross-border crimes – challenges, limitations,
successful practices; current migration trends; vulnerable migrants: vulnerability of people transiting the Western
Balkans to exploitation and abuse; cultural Awareness, country background information (Afghanistan and
Pakistan); working with victims of trauma – the importance of psychosocial support for migrant
victims/witnesses; and the importance of the work of the interpreters in the asylum procedure. 
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INTERNATIONAL SUMMER SCHOOL “MANAGEMENT IN 

CONDITIONS OF MIGRATION CRISES”

The Faculty of Philosophy of the University Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje, the Faculty of
Criminal Justice, Criminology and Security Studies of the University in Sarajevo and the University of Applied
Sciences Velika Gorica in Croatia, in cooperation with IOM, UN migration agency, as well as many government
and non-government organizations will participate in the implementation of the International Summer School
“Management in Conditions of Migration Crises” that will be held in Skopje and Gevgelija. 
 
The summer school lasts 7 days (June 19 –  June 24, 2018)with the fond of 80 hours (36 contact hours, 20 hours of
exercises, 24 hours of reading and working on the final assignment, where classes from 6 mandatory modules will
be taught in order to complete the final assignment). 
 
Registration is open till June 08, 2018. 
 
For more information about the International Summer School, please visit the website:
https://www.summerschool.ba   
 



PUBLICATIONS & REPORTS
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A total of 40 million people are estimated to be living in internal
displacement as a result of conflict and violence as of the end of 2017.
Seventy-six percent of the world’s conflicts IDPs are concentrated in
just ten countries, many of which have struggled with high levels of
displacement for decades. 
 
An unknown number of people remain displaced as a result of
disasters that occur in 2017. 
 
Download the Global Report on Internal Displacement here. 
 
 

In recent years, there have been many reports of workers in supply
chains being abused, exploited and even trafficked. Therefore, the
expectation that businesses should carry out due diligence to address
adverse impacts has grown considerably. 
 
As outlined in the United Nations’ Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights, businesses not only have a responsibility to prevent
human rights abuses, but also to provide remedies to victims where
harm has occurred.  
 
Read more here. 
 
 

http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/downloads/2018-GRID.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2018/downloads/2018-GRID.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/remediation_guidelines.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/remediation_guidelines.pdf
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http://www.iomskopje.org/

