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Protection of health rights and needs of migrants in the transit reception centres (TRC) is one of the highest
priority for IOM Mission in the country. To achieve this goal, since June 2017, within the EU funded project
“Support to Serbia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in managing migration/refugees crisis /
Balkan route”   IOM Skopje  has operationalized 3 medical teams at the TRC’s.   In TRC Tabanovce migrants are
assisted seven days a week by 2 medical teams; and in TRC Vinojug, Gevgelija, 1 team is covering the health needs
of migrants five days a week.  Medical teams are composed of Medical Doctor, Medical technician, Driver and
Translators from Arab and/or Farsi.  IOM has also procured 2 transportation vehicles that are active part of the
available medical assistance. The medical assistance in the TRC’s complements the support provided to the
Ministry of Health with renovation and provision of medical equipment to Gevgelija public hospital and
Kumanovo ambulance centre. IOM has also procured 1 fully equipped medical vehicle that is used at the TRC
Tabanovce for medical emergency transports from the TRCs.   

HEALTH OF MIGRANTS IS PRIORITY FOR IOM MEDICAL 
TEAMS IN THE TRANSIT RECEPTION CENTRES 

                         Read more

https://www.facebook.com/iomskopje/
http://iomskopje.org/health-of-migrants-is-priority-for-iom-medical-teams-in-the-transit-reception-centres/
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OVERVIEW OF MIGRATION SITUATION

According to the latest updates, there are currently 80 migrants in the country, distributed
as follows: 25 in the Reception Centre (TRC) Tabanovce, 6 in TRC Gevgelija, 41 in the
Vizbegovo Asylum Center, 3 in the Reception Center for Foreigners in Gazi Baba and 5 in
the Safe House.

UPCOMING EVENTS

DTM  flow  monitoring  data  for  Mediterranean  shows  that  there
 were  8,501 new sea and land arrivals to Europe in January 2018. Eighty-
four per cent of all registered migrants and asylum seekers arrived by
sea (7,174) to Greece (1,585), Italy (4,189) and Spain (1,400) and the
remaining 16% were arrivals by land to Greece (393), Bulgaria (152) and
Spain (782). 

According to available data, arrivals at the end of January 2018 are at the
scale observed  in  January  2017  when  8,488  migrants  and  asylum
 seekers  were reported  arriving  to  Europe.  A 16% decrease is observed
in therms of land arrivals, from estimated 1,582 reported in January
2017 to 1,327 registered at the end of January 2018. Looking at the
country level, Italy, Bulgaria and Spain received less migrants and
asylum seekers in 2018 compared to figures recorded in the same
period last year,  whereas Greek authorities registered app. 450 migrants
more than in January 2018. 

A change  in  origin  countries  is  present  in  the overall  breakdown
 available  for  Greece.  This year, Iraqi (29%), Syrian (29%), Afghan (13%),
Congolese (4%) and Cameroonian (3%) nationals are registered as top five
nationalities.  Syrian  nationals were  the  first  registered  nationality in
 2017  comprising  27%,  however,  followed  by  migrants  and  asylum
 seekers originating from Algeria (15%), Congo (10%), Iraq (8%), and
Kuwait (6%).

HIGHLIGHTS-MIGRATION TRENDS



THE JOURNEY: A MIGRANT'S ODYSSEY FROM AFGHANISTAN

Omran is Afghan boy, temporarily accommodated at the Reception Centre for Asylum Seekers. The conflict-
induced displacement took him on the road towards the Western Europe, where he wanted to join his relatives in a
safe and secured environment.  

As Omran informed, he had paid 4.000 euros to smugglers to smuggle him to Western Europe. From Afghanistan
he travelled to Iran, then over Turkey to Greece. It took him one month to reach Greece. Due to the exhaustion he
had fall and rolled several times down the hill hurting his leg and causing severe pain and problems while walking.
But smugglers didn’t care for his pain and suffering. After passing the mountain area, Omran was traveling with
other 50 people, squeezed in a small boat. The waves were big and the boat was seriously rocking, and Omran
believed that chances for that boat to flip over are pretty high. 

Once the group arrived to Greece, Omran lived for eight months in an apartment paid by his family. He also made
some extra cash by helping one of the locals in a vegetable field. After eight months he had proceeded with his
journey to Western Europe and had to pay additional 1.000 euros to the smugglers. On the way smugglers have
locked him in a small house where they beat him asking for more money.  

At the moment Omran is seeking for an asylum in the country. He has been assisted by IOM through the
provision of food, clothing and counselling assistance.  He hopes that his application for asylum will be approved
and that he will be able to proceed with the education. His goal is to become an official Arabic translator. He is
aware that Arabic translators are rare and in need in the country, and if given opportunity he would be able to
advance in this profession. 
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SUPPORT OF VOLUNTARY RETURN AND REINTEGRATION OF 

RETURNEES 

Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) is one out of a number of migration management services
IOM offers to migrants and governments. It aims at orderly, humane and cost-effective return and reintegration
of migrants who are unable or unwilling to remain in host countries and wish to return voluntarily to their
countries of origin. IOM Skopje provides variety of services to migrants returning to the country which include:
airport reception assistance, transportation to final destination, counselling and referral to assistance services,
installation of reintegration grants, housing support, education reinsertion, vocational trainings, employment
facilitation and micro-business set up. The caseload consists of failed asylum seekers, vulnerable returnees (those
with medical condition, unaccompanied minors, victims of human trafficking, etc.), both individuals and families.
The type and scope of assistance provided depends on the needs of the returnees as well as on the donor/sending
countries policies and availabilities. In 2017, IOM Skopje provided assistance to 85 returnees to and from our
country though the AVRR program.  

Within the framework of the Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) programme, IOM Skopje
provided reintegration support to Mr. Ismaili and his family, returnees from Switzerland. Mr. Ismaili was awarded
a reintegration grant to support a housing project and for the establishment of an income generating activity. The
office of IOM Skopje provided the required logistical, operational, as well as direct support for the implementation
of the grant helping the family to return to their hometown of Kochani. The length of the reintegration
programme was one year and it included renovation of the returnee’s house in Kochani, materials for the
reparation of the roof and renovation of bathroom that was previously not functional. Regarding the income-
generating activity, Mr. Ismaili opted to work in the trade area, as he had previous experience in such work.   
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GENDER MAINSTREAMING IN THE BORDER MANAGEMENT AND 

MIGRANTS PROTECTION 

From the beginning of the European migrant crisis in 2015 and onwards to this day, there have been an estimated
more than a million migrants who transited through the country on the Western Balkan Route, many of whom
were vulnerable categories of migrants, including women and young girls, unaccompanied minors, elderly,
families with children and other. 

The national institutions have been directly faced with tremendous unforeseen challenges within the massive
migration flows from the Middle East and from the African continent, like dealing with cases of smuggling of
migrants, trafficking in human beings and similar phenomena related to irregular migration, which are
particularly dangerous to women and exposing them to increasing risks of forced labor, exploitation, violence,
sexual abuse and numerous other violations of fundamental human rights. 

IOM Skopje has recognized the need for addressing these serious issues and provided various types of assistance,
comprising of both, protection of the migrants, as well as support for the national stakeholders. 

Namely, in the past year, IOM mobile teams have provided medical, psycho-social assistance and non-food items
to 2,797 migrants, out of which 24% were women and young girls. 

Moreover, in close cooperation with the Ministry of Interior, IOM Skopje has organized trainings on humanitarian
border management for 750 participants. The trainings strongly incorporated cultural sensitization and gender
considerations, while addressing relevant topics related to the migration crisis context, such as: fundamental rights
of migrants and refugees in line with the ratified international conventions; procedures for dealing with vulnerable
categories of migrants; unaccompanied minors and separated children; trafficking in human beings; indicators for
identification of victims of trafficking of human beings with attention women due to the fact that majority of them
are being women and other relevant topics. 

A particular focus has been given to the training module on “Gender mainstreaming in the border management”
which raises gender awareness from both perspectives – vulnerability of women and girls as migrants and
refugees, as well as the importance of gender balance in the police enforcement. 
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 REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON SCHENGEN BORDER CODE FOR 

THE BORDER POLICE REPRESENTATIVES 

exchanging regional experiences and best practices on
the Schengen Border Code with focus on the new EU
regulations, compensatory measures and the Schengen
calculator. 

This workshop aimed to provide practical information
about the migration situation in the region and in each
specific country, the integrated border management
systems, as well as on the EU and Schengen acquis
related to the border management. It was led by two
Slovenian law enforcement experts who presented the
EU and specific Slovenian experience upon entering in
the Schengen area and implementing the Schengen
acquis. 

Through the workshop, the participants have shared
experience on the best practices in the transposition of
the EU and Schengen requirements into the national
system and legislation, and the status of development of
the national Integrated Border Management Strategies
and their correspondence with the Schengen Convention
and the Schengen Border Code. 

TRAINING FOR THE BORDER POLICE ON DEALING WITH 

VULNERABLE CATEGORIES OF MIGRANTS

IOM Skopje in collaboration with the Ministry of Interior -
Border Police organized two 2-day workshops from 20-23
February for total 50 participants from the Border Police
on procedures for dealing with vulnerable categories of
migrants and intercultural differences by engaging
international and local experts.  

Topics covered during the workshop were related to the
Standard Operating Procedures (SOP's) for dealing with
vulnerable categories such as unaccompanied minors,
separated children and victims of human trafficking;
indicators for identification of victims of human
trafficking; identification of vulnerable groups at the time
of mass migration flows, with particular reference to
unaccompanied minors and victims of human trafficking;
intercultural differences and gender mainstreaming in
Border Management.  

The above topics were delivered through practical
exercises where participants were able to exchange
experiences and best practices. 

On 14 and 15 February, IOM Skopje representative together
with representatives from the Macedonian Ministry of
Interior together with IOM offices and law enforcement
officials from Serbia, Bosna and Herzegovina and  
Montenegro attended a two-day workshop on  



PUBLICATIONS, REPORTS, MOBILE APPLICATIONS & WEB 
PORTALS
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The report, More than numbers: How migration data can deliver real-
life benefits for migrants and governments, urges governments to put
data at the center of the debate on migration using a value-driven
approach. Produced by a joint team of IOM’s Global Migration Data
Analysis Center and McKinsey, this report illustrates how a strategic
focus on and investment in quality data can maximize the value of
migration and address its current challenges. It describes the value at
stake across various dimensions of migration and provides guidance
on where investments in data should be directed to deliver the most
impactful outcomes. 

The MigApp is IOM’s institutional tool that leverages current
technology and the widespread use of mobile telecommunications to
bring a secure, objective and user-friendly downloadable app which
serves as a one-stop-shop platform where migrants can access current,
reliable and practical information and IOM services. MigApp responds
to the need to help migrants make informed decisions throughout
their migration process by providing a one-stop-shop platform of
relevant and up-to-date information. For more information on the
MigApp, go to the webpage and watch this video. Download MigApp
from Google Play and the Apple's App Store. 

The Portal aims to serve as a unique access point to timely,
comprehensive migration statistics and reliable information about
migration data globally. The site is designed to help policy makers,
national statistics officers, journalists and the general public interested
in the field of migration to navigate the increasingly complex
landscape of international migration data, currently scattered across
different organisations and agencies.  

New York – Gaps in data covering refugees, asylum seekers, migrants
and internally displaced populations are endangering the lives and
wellbeing of millions of children on the move, warned five UN and
partner agencies today. In ‘A call to action: Protecting children on the
move starts with better data’, UNICEF, UNHCR, IOM, Eurostat and
OECD together show how crucial data are to understanding the
patterns of global migration and developing policies to support
vulnerable groups like children. The Call to Action confirms alarming
holes in the availability, reliability, timeliness and accessibility of data
and evidence that are essential for understanding how migration and
forcible displacement affect children and their families. 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/more_than_numbers.pdf
https://www.iom.int/news/massive-data-gaps-leave-refugee-migrant-and-displaced-children-danger-and-without-access-basic
http://www.iom.int/migapp
https://migrationdataportal.org/
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