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Welcome to the April edition of the UN Migration Agency Bulletin for 
the East and Horn of Africa.

This edition highlights a selection of activities in the region including the 
provision of solar lanterns to displaced people in Ethiopia, establishment 
of a medical centre to assist stranded migrants in Djibouti and support to 
Rwanda’s  counter-trafficking national action plan.

This edition presents IOMs regional analysis report on human mobility in 
the Horn of Africa and the Arab Peninsula. The report indicates that 174,654 
migrants were tracked between June and December 2017 through the 
network of 25 flow monitoring points established in Yemen, Somalia and 
Djibouti in close collaboration with local and national authorities. This 
analysis is further enriched through other sources of mixed migration data, 
including an overview of the migrants accessing the eight Migrant Response 
Centres (MRCs) present in the region, forced returns and humanitarian 
evacuations.

The report and other forthcoming mixed migration analyses will feed into 
the newly established Regional Data Hub, which aims to provide regular 
information on the migration flows and trends in the region.

Foreword from the
Regional Director 

Jeffrey Labovitz
IOM Regional Office for East and Horn

"In March, IOM 
released the first 
regional analysis 

on human mobility 
in the Horn of 

Africa and the Arab 
Peninsula  indicating 

that 174,654 
migrants were 

tracked between 
June and December 

2017 through the 
network of 25 flow 
monitoring points.
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During March IOM and partners vaccinated over 144,000 
people. In Malakal and Wau nearly 60,400 people 
received oral cholera vaccine, whilst in Aweil East, 

83,700 children were reached with measles vaccination. 

Children are extremely vulnerable to outbreaks of measles 
and other contagious diseases, particularly in areas such as 
Aweil East where health conditions are further compromised 
by severe food insecurity and poor living conditions. 

Throughout the measles vaccination campaign, IOM’s rapid 
health response team worked closely with the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the 
State Ministry of Health, the International Rescue Committee 
and other health agencies. The measles campaign, which 
involved over 117 teams of five people each, targeted children 
aged 6to 59 months. Measles is a highly contagious and life-
threatening disease. 

Cholera, on the other hand, is infectious and spreads mostly 
under poor hygienic conditions. Since the crisis began in 2013 
South Sudan has had yearly cholera outbreaks, the longest 
lasted from June 2016 to February 2017, killing 436 people. 
On February 7, 2018, South Sudan declared the end of the 
cholera outbreak. 

Bulletin stories
April

In South Sudan, IOM, Partners Vaccination 
Campaigns Reach over 144,000 People in 
March
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Solar lamps, lanterns bring relief to 
displaced families in Ethiopia

In February 2018, IOM, in collaboration with Disaster 
Prevention and Preparedness Bureau (DPPB), distributed 
solar lamps to women and girls in displacement camps in 

Adadle Woreda. The lamps were given to women and girls 
aged between 12 and 49 years as a way of improving security. 

Displacement camps often lack infrastructure such as 
electricity, making women and girls vulnerable to Sexual and 
Gender Based Violence. 

Ardom Mohamed Abdi, 40, one of the beneficiaries told 
the IOM team, “Without this light, it was dangerous to walk 
around at night.” Ardom who was displaced, along with nine 
members of her family, to Adadle nine months ago went on to 
say,  “Our house is much brighter. Now we spend hours talking 
around the light.”

The lamps were first introduced through a collaboration 
between IOM and Little Sun GmbH in early 2017 and to 
date over 20,000 Little Sun Original solar lights have been 
distributed by IOM to internally displaced women in Ethiopia.

Firewood and battery-powered torches which are the primary 
sources of light for IDPs are challenging to collect or expensive 
to maintain. Community members often trek through the 
desert to nearby towns to buy batteries every three to five 
days. IOM teamed up with Little Sun GmbH to bring an 
innovative, environmentally conscious alternative of solar 
lights to better equip displaced families to overcome such 
challenges.

Meanwhile, IOM distributed 2,400 solar lanterns to displaced 
populations in other rural settings in Ethiopia. The lanterns, 
a donation from the Panasonic Corporation, have been vital 
in protecting affected communities. They have reduced risks 
and insecurities and enabled beneficiaries to pursue their 
lives and livelihoods in safety and dignity.

IOM continues to support the Government of Ethiopia in 
establishing conditions which make possible the progressive 
resolution of displacement.

The cholera vaccination campaign targeted internally 
displaced persons within the Malakal and Wau protection 
of civilian sites as well as displaced and host communities in 
Malakal and Wau towns. This vaccination campaign builds on 
the IOMs 2017 cholera vaccination campaign which reached 
more than 469,800 people in Unity, Warrap and Eastern 
Equatoria. The second round of the cholera vaccinations will 
commence soon in Malakal and Wau. 

The conflict in South Sudan, now in its fifth year, has led to 
protracted displacement. Aid agencies estimate that 5.1 million 
people are in need of emergency health care assistance. IOM 
teams work across the country, in displacement sites, remote 
locations and host communities, to provide aid to the most 
vulnerable people affected by the conflict.  

IOM’s rapid health response teams are supported through 
funding from the USAID Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster 
Assistance and the Government of Japan.
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IOM provides long-term housing to 5,000 
Burundians as displacement camps close 
Since January 2018 more than 5,000 internally displaced 
people in Burundi have been provided with long-term shelter 
and the camps hosting them have been closed.

Following floods and landslides, thousands of people, 
including over 4,000 women and children, were displaced for 
two years to four camps in Gatumba and Rumonge. 

To help those displaced transition from the camps support 
was provided in various forms including construction of 
semi-permanent shelters and the provision of rental support. 
159 houses were built on approved land in the hills of 
Rumonge,100 kilometres south of Bujumbura. Whilst, the 
most vulnerable IDPs, who either did not have land of their 
own or whose land was not approved due to disaster risks, 
were provided with plots on land granted by the Government 
of Burundi in Kigwena. There, 174 transitional shelters were 
built for former IDPs and members of the host community

Those who rented housing before the natural disaster or could 
provide a land title in areas deemed safe from the threat of 
natural disasters, received rental support. 

In addition, all received aid packages containing blankets, 
mosquito nets, floor mats, soap and a kitchen set, as well 
as dignity kits provided by the UN Population Fund (UNFPA). 
Beneficiaries in Gatumba and Rumonge also received 
agricultural kits to help them generate income to eventually 
support themselves. The agricultural equipment included a 
shovel, two hoes, a watering can and an agricultural backpack 
sprayer for herbicide applications.

Still, nearly 170,000 Burundians remain internally displaced. 
Of these, 70 per cent are displaced due to natural disasters, 
many of them in the provinces of Bujumbura namely 
Mairie, Bubanza, Gitega, Cankuzo and Bujumbura Rural. The 
decommissioning of the four camps is part of IOM’s continued 
efforts to support long-term solutions for those affected by 
crises in Burundi.

The project, funded by the Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida), was carried out in partnership 
with the Government of Burundi and the Burundian and 
Luxembourgish Red Cross

On 18 March 2018, the Djiboutian Ministry of Health, in 
collaboration with IOM, inaugurated a health clinic at the 
Migration Response Centre (MRC) in Obock to provide 
medical assistance to vulnerable migrants. 

A doctor, seconded from the Ministry of Health, oversees 
the centre which provides primary health services as well as 
emergency treatment and referral to migrants in need. 

Through this MRC, IOM provides assistance to vulnerable 
migrants who are either coming from or travelling to Yemen 
via Djibouti.  More than 300 migrants transit through Djibouti 
every day, mainly from the Horn of Africa. 

The clinic is supported by the Better Migration Management 
programme (BMM), which is funded by the European Union 
and the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ).

IOM Supports Evacuation of Stranded 
Congolese Asylum Seekers in Uganda
On 26 March, IOM and its partners started evacuating some 
of the hundreds of Congolese asylum seekers stranded at 
isolated sites on Lake Albert in western Uganda. 

The initiative is part of IOM’s response to the ongoing influx of 
Congolese refugees into Uganda. It is supported with funding 
from the United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF). More than 69,400 Congolese sought refuge in Uganda 
between January and April 2018, according to the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR). They are escaping ethnic clashes, violence 
and human rights abuses by various armed militia in eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo.

Whilst most of those fleeing the DRC enter Uganda through 
various crossing points and are accessible in locations such 
as Sebagoro and Nsonga in the district of Hoima, more 
than 2,500, according to an IOM-supported government 
assessment, arrived at isolated Ugandan fishing villages 
that cannot be accessed by road.  These 2,500 could not be 
accessed by UNHCR or other aid agencies. 

In Djibouti, IOM Inaugurates Medical 
Centre to Assist Stranded Migrants
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Rwanda will soon have a counter-trafficking National Action 
Plan following the signing of contracts to commence research 
to inform the plan.

The Improving Knowledge, Enforcement and Coordination of 
Counter Trafficking project, now in its second year, is being 
implemented together with UNICEF and UN Women in 
collaboration with the Government of Rwanda.  

In addition, the programme, funded by USAID, will assess and 
build the capacity of criminal justice institutions in Rwanda to 
enable them deal effectively with human trafficking. 

In United Republic of Tanzania, IOM conducted a nationality 
verification mission for Ethiopian migrants detained in six 
prisons, namely, Bukoba, Kitengule, Butimba, Maweni, 
Kigongoni and Keko. The exercise, supported by the EU-IOM 
Joint Initiative for Migrant Protection and Reintegration in the 
Horn of Africa (Reintegration Facility), verified the identities 
of migrants, who IOM would provide with Assisted Voluntary 
Return and Reintegration (AVRR) assistance. 

During the mission, the identity and nationality of some 919 
Ethiopians were verified. Following an assessment of their 
vulnerabilities, 300 people were selected for immediate 
voluntary humanitarian return. Six female migrants have now 
been safely returned to Ethiopia. The remaining 294 migrants 
from this first group will be helped return home by early May 
2018.  

IOM is trying to mobilize additional resources to facilitate the 
safe return of the remaining caseload of 619 verified migrants 
in prisons in Mwanza, Dar Es Salaam, Bukoba, Tanga and 
Bagamoyo regions.

Counter-trafficking National Action Plan for 
Rwanda 
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Nationality verification exercise for 
Ethiopian migrants in United Republic of 
Tanzania 

IOM, in collaboration with the Office of the Prime Minister, 
UNHCR and the Marine Police, hired boats to evacuate the 
most vulnerable of the refugees. UNHCR then transferred 
them to refugee settlements.

In a week, the operation, supported by IOM Search and 
Rescue and Protection experts, had evacuated 456 asylum 
seekers from four landing sites in the districts of Hoima and 
Kagadi. There have been reports of hygiene related disease 

outbreaks in some of the isolated and now crowded sites.  
IOM is trying to mobilize funding to evacuate more of the 
vulnerable migrants. Meanwhile, the project donated 400 
life jackets and VHF radios to the Marine Police. It will also 
conduct a training for immigration and security officers in 
humanitarian border management and Search and Rescue 
Protocols in the coming days.
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"IOM is trying to mobilize 
additional resources to 
facilitate the safe return 
of the remaining caseload 
of 619 verified migrants in 
prisons."
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Mixed Migration Trends in the Horn of 
Africa and the Arab Peninsula June-Dec 2017

No. of migrants passing through flow monitoring points 
by selected country between June and December 2017
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Disclaimer: The data presented here reflects migration flows tracked through select migration flow points in Djibouti, Somalia and Yemen. | 
The full report can be accessed on the IOM Website: 

http://displacement.iom.int/reports/mixed-migration-horn-africa-and-arab-peninsula-march-2018.
For more information contact: dtmronairobi@iom.int
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On 28 March 2018, IOM released a new report on Mixed Migration movements in the Horn of Africa and the Arab Peninsula. 
The report provides an overview of the trends observed between June and December 2017.  IOM operates a network of 25 
flow monitoring points in the region, placed at strategic high mobility points in Yemen, Djibouti and Somalia. The following 
infographic provides a highlight of statistics derived from the report.
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On 15 March 2018, the Government of Somalia, the European 
Union (EU) and IOM launched a project to help approximately 
1,000 Somali migrants reintegrate, once they have returned 
home. The EU-funded "Reintegration Facility" project will also 
assist 1,000 Ethiopians to return from Somalia and reintegrate 
in their home country. 

The project will increase the capacities of partner countries 
and relevant stakeholders to develop or strengthen return 
and reintegration policies and processes. It will also facilitate 
safe, humane and dignified assisted voluntary return 
processes among partner countries. Further, it will enable 
sustainable reintegration across three dimensions: successful 
economic reintegration and strengthened livelihoods, social 
reintegration and psycho-social reintegration. 

The programme is part of the EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant 
Protection and Reintegration which facilitates orderly, safe, 
regular and responsible migration management. It does this 
through the development of rights-based and development-
focused policies and processes on protection and sustainable 
reintegration. The EU-IOM Joint Initiative, backed by the EU 
Trust Fund, is carried out in close cooperation with 26 African 
countries. 

EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant 
Protection, Reintegration Launched in 
Somalia    

Supporting Labour Mobility within East 
African Community 
In support of labour mobility in the East African Community 
(EAC), IOM Kenya organized a one-day workshop on 8 March 
to validate the findings of a draft comparative study focusing 
on labour mobility in the region.  The study findings will 
enhance decision making and improve technical expertise on 
migration management in all EAC Partner States. 

Participants reflected on the study findings and made 
recommendations that will be considered. 

The study, carried out by Arcadia Advocates on behalf of 
IOM, explored existing gaps and scrutinised the national 
policy frameworks on Labour Migration and Migrant Worker 
Practices in the EAC Partner States. 

The workshop brought together stakeholders from the 
National Coordination Mechanism on Migration (NCM), the 
Department of Immigration Services, the Department of 
Civil Registration, National Employment Authority (NEA) and 
the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights.  Similar 
validation workshops were held in Rwanda, Burundi and 
Tanzania.

For More Information Contact:  Kenneth Odiwour| Regional Communication and Public 
Information Officer | IOM East and Horn of Africa Regional Office. |Tel: +254 722 560 363 | 
Address: Sri Aurobindo Avenue, Off Mzima Spring Road, Lavington | 
P.O Box 55040 - 00200, Nairobi, Kenya | Email: RONairobiPIU@iom.int 
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