
 
 

 

 

 
 

December 2017 – March 2018 
  

 

https://www.facebook.com/IOMTurkey/videos/2052816381647968/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/iom
https://twitter.com/unmigration
https://www.instagram.com/unmigration/
https://www.iom.int/
https://www.facebook.com/IOM/
https://www.youtube.com/user/IOMMigration
https://medium.com/@UNmigration


Ambassador Laura Thompson, Deputy Director General of IOM (right), with Fatma Sahin, 

Mayor of Gaziantep. Photo: (IOM / Lanna Walsh)  

 

Why Gaziantep Still Matters Seven Years After Start of 

Syrian Conflict 
 

IOM Deputy Director General Laura Thompson travelled to Gaziantep of 

1.9 million this week to see how it has coped over the years, meet with the 

Mayor, and visit IOM project sites. “We appreciate the efforts of the 

Government and people of Turkey to provide essential services for migrants 

and refugees,” said Ambassador Thompson. “Gaziantep is a successful 

example of a municipality improving migrants’ wellbeing and fostering social 

cohesion.” 

 

Read more  | Share on  
 

 

IOM Turkey Highlights 

 
 

 
 

IOM Turkey hosts senior directors from 

around the world to discuss strategy and 

policy for displacement and mobility tracking 

Read more 
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Opening ceremony of Ensar Community Centre’s Children’s Art Exhibition attended by 

Japanese Ambassador Akio Miyajima, Ankara, Turkey. 5 February 2018. (IOM / Cem 

Mehmethanoglu) 

 

Children’s Art Exhibition in Ankara Gives a Successful 

Example of the Social Cohesion between Local Turkish 

and Migrant Communities 
 
“At a time when Turkey is the country hosting the largest number of Syrian 

refugees and migrants in the world, and when many other countries are 

turning their backs on the displaced - we are here today to celebrate the 

excellent initiative of the Municipality of Gaziantep to provide opportunities 

for migrant children and their families to lead engaging and productive lives,” 

said Lado Gvilava, IOM Turkey Chief of Mission at the opening ceremony of 

Ensar Community Centre’s Children’s Art Exhibition in Ankara. 

 

Read more 

 

 
 
Bilateral Consultation between IOM and the 

Government of Turkey 

Read more 

 
 

 

Working with Refugees and Migrants 

Rescued at Sea 

Read more 

 
 

Working with Refugees and Migrants 

Rescued at Sea 

Read more 
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GMFF Film Screening at Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality, Turkey. 20 December 2017. 

(IOM / Lanna Walsh) 

 

International Migrants Day Events Deepen Ties between 

Migrants and Local Turkish Communities, Fostering 

Integration 

 
As the country hosting the largest number of Syrian refugees and migrants in 

the world, Turkey has been at the forefront in sharing the burden of a 

longstanding refugee emergency. International agencies, such as IOM, have 

valued the supporting role Turkey’s government has played, and note the 

many demands on domestic resources. 

 

IOM Turkey has been playing a crucial role in supporting the government 

including Municipalities and the Turkish Red Crescent (TRC), in establishing 
and operating migrant service and community centres in five locations 

across the country: Gaziantep, Kecioren, Istanbul, Sanliurfa, and Hatay. 

Read more | Watch here | Share on  
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UN in Turkey International Women’s Day 

Event: Talk for Equality. Time is Now! 

Read more 

 

 
 
Continued Support for Integrated Border 

Management 

Read more 

 

 

 
 

Shelter Rehabilitation Benefiting 8,600 

Migrants 

Read more 
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In February, IOM and Gaziantep Municipality opened an art exhibit by Ensar 

Community Centre where 200 Syrian and Turkish youth created works of 

art together to give a successful example of the social cohesion between 

local Turkish and migrant communities. 

 

Watch here 

 

 

 

 
IOM supports the Turkish Coast Guard to curb irregular migration and 

rescue migrants at sea. 

 

 
 

Building Bridges through Mobile Outreach 

Read more 

 
 
Enhancing Integration at National and Local 

Levels 

Read more 

 
 
Human Rights in Removal Centres 

Read more 

 

 
Our Stories 

 
 

 
 
Delbaz from Al-Hasakeh dedicated his 

time to supporting Syrian integration 

through art. “It was hard at the 

beginning, as many students didn’t want 
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Watch here 

 

 

 

 
Global Migration Film Festival in Turkey 

 
Watch here 

 

 

Other Videos 
 

IOM’s refurbishment of a school in Sanliurfa has increased access to 

education facilities for Syrian and Turkish children living in the area. 

Watch here 

 
IOM’s Syria appeal seeks to assist one million internally displaced Syrians 

with urgent humanitarian aid. 

Watch here 
 

Ensar Community Centre in Gaziantep recently celebrated Syrian Mother’s 

Day with a range of events for Syrian and Turkish families to promote 

cohesion in the community. 

Watch here 
 

 

to sit next to their Turkish and Syrian 

counterparts and didn’t want to talk to 

each other. I encouraged many of them 

to work together on one painting to 

break down those walls”, an approach 

that worked incredibly well. 

 

Read more 

 
 
 
 

IOM Turkey in the News 
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 Anadolu Agency cites IOM data reporting that the flow of irregular migrants to Europe by sea has seen a sharp decline since 2015, 

following the EU-Turkey refugee deal. 

 Milliyet News mentions the Turkish Coast Guard’s close cooperation with IOM to save more live in the Mediterranean Sea. 

 Anadolu Agency quotes IOM Turkey Chief of Mission Lado Gvilava at the International Migrants Day event at Keçiören Migrant 

Services Centre run by IOM in Ankara. 
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