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IOM Uganda staff carry a baby off the boat, after the 
child and its parents were evacuated to the accessible 
Nsonga landing site on Lake Albert. 
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UN Under-Secretary-General visits                     
EU-funded Slums project in Kampala

United Nations Under-Secretary-General (Prevention) Ana Maria Menendez on 28 January hailed IOM Uganda’s 
“grassroots approach” to build stable slum communities in the capital Kampala. Menendez spoke in the Kampala slum 
area of Bwaise, as she visited IOM’s Strengthening Social Cohesion and Stability in Slum Populations (SSCoS) project, 
which is funded by the European Union. This was part of her visit to Uganda and Ethiopia to better understand how 
the UN can support prevention of crises.  Under-Secretary-General Menendez was accompanied by the UN Resident 
Coordinator in Uganda, Rosa Malango. They inspected works of cookery, tailoring, electronics and beauty therapy 
produced by project-supported youths. They also heard testimonies from project beneficiaries including a police officer 
and youths who got vocational skills and business support.

   Read More |  Pictorial  | 

L-R: SSCoS Project Manager Sahra Farah, Under-Secretary-General Ana Maria Menendez and UN Resident 
Coordinator Rosa Malango tour products of project-supported youths in Bwaise   © IOM / RICHARD M KAVUMA

https://bit.ly/2V1v3ww
https://bit.ly/2TUp6oO
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• 152 Graduate at New Vocational 
Institute in Kampala 
At the end of March, 152 youths from the 
Kampala suburbs of Kisenyi, Katwe and 
Kabalagala graduated from the AFFCAD Business 
and Vocational Institute, Kisenyi Campus, in 
courses such as automotives, welding and metal 
fabrication, catering & hotel management and 
leather designing. After eight months training and 
internship placement, the students were handed 
certificates by the chief guest, Belgian Ambassador 
Hugo Verbist. The Institute is supported by IOM 
Uganda’s SSCoS Project, with funding from the 
European Union.             SEE PICTORIAL

•INTRODUCING...  Kisenyi Mail 
In March, the IOM Uganda Public 
Information Unit introduced ‘Kisenyi Mail’, 
a postcard-style communication tool for 
sharing picture stories of Somali women 
refugees in Kisenyi suburb, Kampala city. 

Kisenyi Mail brings testimonies from women 
supported by a 6-month Durable Solutions 
project funded by the United States of 
America Department of State through the 
USA embassy in Kampala. Among other 
things, the women are learning tailoring, 
cookery and cosmetology, but also have 
access to counselling services.

Briefs & Galleries

• “Rigorously-collected” Data Critical to 
Understanding Migration Dynamics 
Reliable data is key to managing migration. With this in 
mind, the UN Migration Agency (IOM), with support 
from the Better Migration Management (BMM) 
programme, collaborated with Uganda’s Office of the 
Prime Minister (OPM) in organizing a training workshop 
on migration data management for members of the 
National Coordination Mechanism on Migration (NCM). 
A key objective of the training, held in Entebbe on 25-27 
February, was to strengthen the capacity of government 
officials and other stakeholders to collect reliable and 
comprehensive data on migration, as a way to advance 
understanding of issues and to promote evidence-based 
policies.                    READ MORE         

https://bit.ly/2I4TnKj
https://bit.ly/2SuPj7L


4

IOM, the UN Migration Agency, in March joined senior African officials to discuss the draft report of a major Evaluation 
of the African Union’s Ouagadougou Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, especially Women and 
Children. The Ouagadougou Action Plan was adopted by an African Union-European Union ministerial conference in 
Libya in November 2006. Twelve years later, in 2018, the African Union Commission (AUC) ordered an evaluation of 
the implementation of the Action plan to identify best practices, challenges and emerging issues. 

And on 20-21 March, 2019, senior officials from AU member states gathered at Serena Lake Victoria Hotel, Kigo, 
Uganda, to “validate” or scrutinize the draft evaluation report. In his speech, IOM Chief of Mission Ali Abdi argued that 
opening borders to more intra-African movement would greatly help check human trafficking.       FULL STORY                 

From 9 to 10 January 2019, IOM Uganda, in partnership with the Ministry of Health (MoH) and with support from the 
World Health Organization, organized a training on Ebola Viral Disease (EVD) screening at Vurra border post, in the 
northwestern district of Arua. Vurra is located at the border between Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), which has been battling an Ebola outbreak since August 2018

At least 13 health workers and members of Village Health Teams (VHTs) from Arua district were trained to conduct 
Ebola screening. The trainees were to constitute a pool of screeners that the district can call on when needed. The 
objective of the training was to enhance the capacities of border management to detect and report suspected cases of 
Ebola.

IOM Chief Nurse Ursula Eyer and Judith Komuhendo from the Ministry of Health, supported by IOM Migration Health 
Promotion Coordinator Victoria Kajja, trained the health workers on EVD screening, EVD prevention and control and 
more specifically on the EVD screening, isolation and referral procedures at points of entry (PoEs), the use of Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) and data collection at POEs.                               FULL STORY.           

IOM Urges Freer Movement of Persons in 
Africa at AU Meeting on Human Trafficking

As D.R. Congo Battles Ebola outbreak, IOM 
Uganda Trains Health Workers in Surveillance

Obiga Mario 
Kania (Right), 
the state 
minister for 
Internal Affairs, 
addressing 
the delegates 
On his right is  
IOM Uganda 
counter-
trafficking focal 
person Joycelynn 
Karungi.  © IOM 
/ ABUBAKER 
MAYEMBA 

https://bit.ly/2HFM90b
https://bit.ly/2SIoFZX
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EU Ambassador Visits Kampala Slums 
Project, Reiterates Support for Youth

In February, the Head of the European Union 
Delegation to Uganda, Ambassador Attilio 
Pacifici, reiterated the EU’s commitment 
to support Uganda get the most out of its 
youthful population. Ambassador Pacifici 
was speaking at the AFFCAD Business and 
Vocational Institute, which is supported by the 
IOM project Strengthening Social Cohesion 
and Stability in Slum Populations (SSCoS), 
funded by the European Union Trust Fund for 
Africa.The ambassador’s maiden visit to SSCoS 
also featured a representative of the deputy 
premier of Buganda traditional kingdom; IOM 
Uganda Chief of Mission Ali Abdi; Deputy 
Director of Counter Terrorism Police David 
Wasswa; the local division mayor and town 
clerk, as well as AFFCAD officials and project 
beneficiaries.

READ MORE                     SEE PICTORIAL

ABOVE: Ambassador Pacifici (Right) talks to an electrical installations student. Next to him is IOM Chief of Mission Ali Abdi.       
BELOW, RIGHT: A Buganda kingdom official makes his remarks.  © IOM / RICHARD M KAVUMA

https://bit.ly/2JDJYfq
https://urlz.fr/9hae


Somali Refugee Women Make Good 
Progress on Durable Solutions project
Officials from the embassy of the United States of America in Kampala recently visited IOM’s durable solutions project 
in Kisenyi, Kampala, and were awed at the progress made by the Somali women refugees in three months. The project, 
“Livelihood Assistance to Strengthen Resilience of Vulnerable Urban Refugees in Kampala”, is funded by the De-partment of 
State through the United States embassy. Embassy Spokesperson Phil Dimon and CVE Programme Assistant Shamilla Kara 
said they were impressed to see the strides made by the beneficiaries in fashion design, catering, and cosmetology.

SEE PICTORIAL

ABOVE: USA Embassy Spokesman Phil Dimon (L) visits the tailoring room used by beneficiaries of the Durable Solutions project. On 
the Right, Dimon and embassy official Shamilla Kara talk to women learning cookery/catering. The women baked and served three 
tasty cakes, leaving the visitors impressed.. © IOM / RICHARD M KAVUMA. 
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