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IOM, USAID Promote Disaster Response and
Preparedness
Diaspora groups undergo training to support their countries of origin

With financial support from the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance
(OFDA), IOM hosted a two-day training for diaspora organizations on 27 and 
28 April in Washington. About 30 participants from the Bangladeshi, Haitian 
and Filipino diasporas attended a number of sessions focused on safer shelter 
in disaster response and preparedness. Presenters and trainers included 
representatives from IOM, USAID/OFDA, American Red Cross, Filipino 
Association of Architects and Engineers, Habitat for Humanity, Haiti Renewal 
Alliance, InterAction, UDION Foundation and United Front. Several diaspora 
organizations were also represented. This training is part of a larger project to 
increase awareness and knowledge among diaspora groups on issues
of disaster preparedness, response and safer shelters in their countries of 
origin. Additional training will be held in Los Angeles and Miami later this year. 
Training material will also be available online for broader dissemination. To 
learn more, contact Roberta Romano.

UN Migration Agency, World Bank Strengthen 
Cooperation to Better Address Development and 
Humanitarian Challenges

http://your.website.address.here/
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=IqLIqm7YVeM&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=IqLIqm7YVeM&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=IqLIqm7YVeM&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=IqLIqm7YVeM&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/IOM-Washington--May-2018-Newsletter.html?soid=1121631882138&aid=IqLIqm7YVeM#fblike
mailto:RROMANO@iom.int


IOM Washington: May 2018 Newsletter

On 11 May, IOM and the World Bank signed two
new framework agreements that will facilitate
easy access of IOM's expertise to Governments
implementing projects with World Bank funding.
Both institutions play key complementary roles in
addressing globally relevant development and
humanitarian challenges, including
understanding and addressing forced
displacement, promoting early and sustainable recovery during and after crises, 
identifying innovative solutions to protracted crises, exploring the link between 
migration and development, addressing the impact of climate change on 
mobility, strengthening the response to pandemic and ensuring social 
protection. These new frameworks will streamline procedures for cooperation 
and see an immediate impact, as they will expedite IOM's engagement with the 
Government of Iraq under the World Bank-financed Emergency Social 
Stabilization and Resilience Project. That effort aims to increase the livelihoods 
of over one million Iraqis through the provision of cash, short-term employment 
and other services. Read more here. 

IOM Attends Meeting of the OAS Committee on Migration
Issues
Participants discuss contributions of migrants and the diaspora to
development
Roberta Romano of IOM participated in a
meeting of the Committee on Migration Issues at
the Organization of American States on 14 May.
She engaged in a discussion on the contributions
of migrants and the diaspora to the development
of their countries of origin, how to harness the
impact of financial and social remittances as well
as the importance of strengthening ties with
diasporas.  She also presented the recently
developed online global platform iDiaspora, a
global engagement and knowledge exchange hub for diaspora communities
and those looking to engage with them. To learn more, contact Roberta
Romano. 

Software Company Supports IOM Emergency Response 
In-kind donation of more than $400,000 will assist shelter design and
planning 
This past month, the Autodesk Foundation donated more than 50 software
licenses with a total value of more than $400,000 to IOM. The foundation is the
nonprofit arm of Autodesk, a 3D design, engineering and entertainment
software company based in San Rafael, California. IOM uses Autodesk
software in particular within the Department of Operations and Emergencies.
The various software products help IOM in the design and planning of shelter
settings in emergency response. With its 501c3 charitable status, USA for IOM
was able to accept this donation on behalf of IOM. To learn more, contact
Maria Moreno.
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IOM Regional Director Visits
Washington for Venezuela
Briefing
Diego Beltrand, IOM Regional
Director for South America, visited
Washington where he participated on
a panel about Venezuela hosted by
the Atlantic Council on 30 April. He
shared current migration trends of
Venezuelans in the region. To learn
more, contact Maria Moreno.

IOM Briefs American Chamber of
Commerce of Trinidad and
Tobago 
On 25 April, Jewel Ali, Rosilyne
Borland and Maria Moreno of
IOM met in Port of Spain with
the Board of Directors of
the American Chamber of Commerce
of Trinidad and Tobago to discuss the
role of private sector in migration
governance. To learn more,
contact Maria Moreno.

IOM Boxer Punches Up Interest in 2018 Global Migration Film
Festival
Last week, IOM senior spokesperson Joel Millman participated in a charity
boxing match in Geneva to raise funds for the Global Migration Film Festival,
an annual event which features films that capture the promise and challenges
of migration. The campaign raised over $1,800 via www.usaforiom.org. Read
more here. 

PLURAL+ 2018 Call for Video Entries Deadline Approaching
IOM and the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) are once again
inviting young media makers from around the world to submit original and
creative videos on the PLURAL+ themes of migration, diversity, social inclusion
and the prevention of xenophobia. The deadline for submissions is 3 June
2018. Read more here. 

UN Migration Agency Launches Call for Submissions to 2018 Global
Migration Film Festival
As part of the UN Together campaign to promote diversity worldwide, IOM will
host its annual Global Migration Film Festival 28 November to 18
December. To select a compelling roster of films to be screened this year, IOM
is calling for submissions of full-length feature and short films in all genres. The
deadline for submissions is 21 June 2018. Read more here. 
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