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ARE YOU A VICTIM OF 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING? OR DO YOU 

SUSPECT A VICTIM OF TRAFFICKING IN 

YOUR COMMUNITY?

International Organization for Migration, Maldives
Huravee Building, Second Floor, Ameer Ahmed Magu, Malé Maldives, 20114

If you believe you have information about a 
potential trafficking situation call: 

1696
Anti Human Trafficking Hotline

 (Min. of Economic Developtment)

 OR

9500125
Police Human Trafficking Investigation Unit 

All reports are confidential and you
 may remain anonymous.
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 | For Help Call: 1696 or 9500125 |

Behind weapons, human trafficking is the 
second largest criminal industry in the 
world and the fastest growing one 

Human trafficking is a modern-day form 
of slavery, widespread throughout the 
world, where essentially human beings are 
bought and sold as ‘‘commodities’. Unlike 
drugs, people are often sold repeatedly 
thus making it a heinous crime of extreme 
violation. Human trafficking appears in 
many forms, and in a range of industries 
from agriculture, construction, care and 
hospitality, domestic work, entertain-
ment, and sports, forestry, fishing, mining 
and textiles, to name a few. The number 
of slaves on earth today is estimated at 
20.9 million- more than ever before in the 
history and 1 million of them are moved 
across international borders every year in 
the back market. Globalisation has brought 

an upsurge in international crime with 
increased trade across borders in arms, 
drugs, selling of human organs, illegal adop-
tion, cheap labour, and the sale of adults, 
children and young people. 

70% of the victims of trafficking are women 
and 50% are children.

The definition of human trafficking is as 
follows: The recruitment, transportation, 
transfer, harboring, or receipt of a person 
by means of the threat or use of force, or 
other means of coercion or by abduc-
tion, fraud, deception, abuse of power or 
a position of vulnerability or by giving or 
receiving payments or benefits to achieve 
the consent of a person having control over 
another person.’

Victims of human trafficking represent 
a range of backgrounds in terms of age, 
nationality, socio-economic status and 
education,, but one characteristic that they 
usually share is some form of vulnerability. 
They are often isolated from their families 
and social networks. In some cases, victims 
are separated from their country of origin, 
native language, and culture. Many victims 
of trafficking are forced to engage in pros-
titution and sexual exploitation and are 
subjected to forms of labor exploitation, 
such as domestic servitude or restaurant 
work, sweatshop factory work or migrant 
agricultural work.  
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The number of victims of human trafficking on earth today is estimated at 20.9 million 
people - more than ever before in history

Victims who are undocumented immigrants often do not report abuses to the authorities 
out of distrust of law enforcement, and/or fear of arrest, injury to family members, depor-
tation or other serious reprisals. Many domestic victims of sex trafficking are underage 
runaways and/or come from backgrounds of sexual and physical abuse, poverty, or domestic 
violence of who have been placed in conditions of exploitation, in conditions of exploita-
tion, using deception, coercion, the abuse of power or the abuse of someone’s vulnerability. 
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DOMESTIC SERVITUDE
Domestic servitude is a special category of 
labour trafficking often applicable to those 
living within households. In the Maldives, 
the most common form of domestic 
servitude can be found among Maldivian 
children. Children are initially prom-
ised education and care in larger islands 
where educational institutions are present, 
however they often end up being domestic 
servants to their host families and in worst 
cases exploited physically or sexually.

FORCED LABOR
Forced labour  refers to a situation in 
where a person is forced to provide work 
or services against their will under a threat 
of punishment or fear. Almost all slavery 
practices, including trafficking in people 
and bonded labour, contain some element 
of forced labour.

TRENDS OF TRAFFICKING IN THE MALDIVES 
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LABOUR TRAFFICKING
Labour trafficking is when individual person 
services or work through the use of force, 
fraud, or coercion. It includes situations of 
debt bondage, forced labor, and involuntary 
child labor etc. There is often an element 
of labour exploitation ranging from fraudu-
lent recruitment, withholding of passport/ 
identification documents and withholding 
of wages.

DEBT BONDAGE
Debt Bondage refers to a situation in which 
a person provides services to pay a debt 
and the value of the debt is unreasonably 
assessed and the length and nature of 
those services are not respectively limited 
or defined. 

IOM_Amendments_10Aug.indd   5 10/10/16   11:11 AM



SEX TRAFFICKING
Sex trafficking or sexual exploitation is the 
act of forcing, coercing, or transporting a 
person for the purpose of a commercial 
sex act.   

These crimes are primarily committed 
against women and children.

Sex trafficking can occur in residential 
brothels, sometimes disguised as massage 
parlors, strip clubs and through online 
escort services and street prostitution. 

ORGAN HARVESTING
Sale of organs such as kidneys, liver and 
any organ which can be removed and used, 
traded and sold for profit and commer-
cial purposes falls within the ambit of traf-
ficking. Specifically any organ trade using 
the means and purposes defined under 
the UNTIP Protocol for the purpose of 
exploitation by the removal of organs 
for transplantation is defined as organ 
trafficking. 

Victims are often deceived into giving up 
their organs

They are sometimes targeted by treating 
for an ailment, which may or may not exist 
and organs are surgically removed without 
the victim’s knowledge. The trend of organ 
trafficking is heavily fueled by the demand 
of organs in the international market and 
organs are surgically removed without the 
victim’s knowledge.
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CHILD TRAFFICKING
Child trafficking is about taking children out of their protective environment and preying on
their vulnerability for the purpose of exploitation. Trafficking in children occurs internally in
countries, across national borders and continents. It is closely interlinked with the demand
for cheap ,soft and passive labour in sectors and among employers where the working 
conditions and the treatment grossly violate the human rights of the children. These are 
characterized by worst forms of environments that are unacceptable as well as dangerous 
to the health and development of the child. The children are exposed to hazardous condi-
tions and various forms of sexual, physical, and mental exploitation in situations of bonded/
forced labour, forced/illegal marriage, and illegal adoption.
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MYTHS ABOUT HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Human trafficking is for prostitution and can only happen to women: 
The problem of human trafficking in not only limited to young women. Adult men and 
teenage boys often fall prey to trafficking under the premise of employment opportuni-
ties.  Elements of human trafficking can occur in the commercial sex industry as well as in 
situations of forced labor or services, illegal organ trade, and false marriage etc. where girls, 
women, boys and men can fall prey.  

Trafficking persons are only foreign nationals or immigrants from other countries: 
Human trafficking can occur within the country (internal trafficking) as well as transnational 
trafficking (where movement of people is across country boundaries). Therefore, victims 
of trafficking or suspected victims of trafficking can be Maldivian citizens, migrant workers, 
and visa holders. 

A person who travels willingly is not a victim of human trafficking: 
Most often victims of human trafficking are deceived into travelling whilst not knowing 
whether he/she is being trafficking. Traffickers use various tactics such as false employment 
promises, education opportunities and false marriage etc to lure vulnerable individuals for a 
better life by moving from one place to another.

Friends and family members cannot sell you: 
Unfortunately, the offenders are most often not strangers. A friend, a trusted community 
member or family member may offer you a job that actually turns out to be a trap, ending 
in forced labour or exploitation or situations of fake marriage where young girls are sold. 

Only the poor are at risk of human trafficking: 
Although poverty can be a factor in human trafficking, because it is often an indicator of 
vulnerability, poverty alone is not a single factor or the only indicator of a human trafficking 
victim. Victims of trafficking can come from a range of income levels and may come from 
families with relatively higher socioeconomic status. The traffickers prey on the vulnerability 
and lack of information to the sell individuals for profits. 

Trafficking only occurs in illegal underground industries: 
Elements of human trafficking can be identified whenever the means of force, fraud, or 
coercion induce a person to perform commercial sex acts, or labor or services.  Trafficking 
can occur in legal and legitimate business settings as well as underground markets. 
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Victims of human trafficking will immediately ask for help and self-identify as a victim 
of a crime:
Victims of trafficking are deprived of physical liberty.  Their personal and legal documents 
are taken away. They live in fear and are threatened for their safety and the safety of their 
family. Women and girls are forced into prostitution, held against their will, and are phys-
ically, sexually, and mentally exploited. Children sold to slavery are at the mercy of those 
who exploit them. Victims are often afraid of prosecution and deportation when trying to 
ask for help and are unable to do so due to a variety of factors. This includes lack of trust, 
self-blame, or specific instructions by the traffickers regarding how to behave when talking 
to law enforcement or social services. In many cases, psychological abuses and threats are 
used to ‘condition’ the victim and prevent him/her to resist the trafficker. 

INTERNATIONAL & REGIONAL INSTRUMENTS
Given the issue and magnitude of human trafficking across the world it requires global 
response, the United Nations responded in 2000 with the adoption of the UN Convention 
on Transnational Organized Crime 2000 and one of its three supplementary protocols. The 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially amongst Women 
and Children. (Palermo Convention, Palermo Protocol or TIP Protocol) sets out the first 
definition of human trafficking and it a benchmark for defining human trafficking 

Maldives acceded to UN TIP Protocol on December 28, 2015: Other relevant regional 
instruments include SAARC Convention on Preventing and Combating Trafficking in 
Women and Children for Prostitution 2002 which covers the sexual exploitation and sex 
trafficking of women and children within the members states. 

TIP Protocol Definition: Article 3 paragraph (a) of the TIP Protocol defines trafficking 
of persons as the “recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbour or receipt of persons, 
by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion of abduction, of fraud, of 
deception, of abyse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving 
of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another 
person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include at a minimum, the 
exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour 
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or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs.

In case of a child: The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of a child 
for the purpose of exploitation shall be considered ‘trafficking in persons’ even if this does 
not involve any of the means set forth in the definition of the trafficking in persons. “Child” 
means any person under 18 years of age. 

ELEMENTS OF TRAFFICKING: 

Trafficking in persons basically covers the following elements: 

Recruitment 

Transport

 Transfer

 Harbouring

 Receipt of
 Persons

Threat or use of 
force

Coercion

Abduction

Fraud

Deception

Abuse of Power 
or Vulnerability

Giving Payments 
or Benefits

Exploitation, including:

Prostitution of Others

Sexual Exploitation

Forced Labour

Slavery or Similar 
Practices

Removal of Organs

Other Types of 
Exploitation
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ANTI TRAFFICKING LAW IN THE MALDIVES

Law No 12/2013. Prevention of Human Trafficking Act 
Trafficking definition (Section 12)
Through unlawful coercive means, transport a person from one country to another or inten-
tionally conspire to transfer or intentionally facilitate such an act; and to use such unlawful 
coercive means and while it operates, transport the person to another country or transfer 
or harbour or receipt of such person.

For purposes of subsection (a) (1) of this section, within the meaning of transporting a 
person from one country to another or transfer shall include, immigration to and emigra-
tion from Maldives of the person.

To compel a person to provide a service or labour; and such service or labour is obtained 
from the person after being subjected to a condition; and because of the unlawful coercive 
means utilised such person is not free to change the person’s status or condition; or

To compel a person to enter an agreement which creates a legal obligation, or compel a 
person to marry an identified person; and such person is compelled to enter the agreement, 
or compelled to marry upon imposition of a predetermined condition, and because of the 
use of unlawful coercive means utilized such person is not free to change the agreement or 
status of the person’s marriage or such condition; or

To compel a person to undergo an unnecessary medical procedure or medical test, and 
where such person is not permitted to refuse to undergo such procedure or test; or

Where an identification document of a person or travel document is withheld; or

To pledge a person or that of a person under such person’s control to provide a service or 
labour and such agreement is entered into by the person in return of a debt or suspected 
debt, and it is apparent that the debt is manifestly excessive or the remuneration for service 
or labour in order to settle the debt is undetermined, or the service or labour is such that, its 
nature is undetermined or the duration or limit of such service and labour is undetermined;

Where a person is forced into prostitution or forced to remove an organ of the person.
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PUNISHMENT

An act of trafficking carries a penalty of 10 years imprisonment.

An Act of aiding and abetting, conspiring to or ordering an act of trafficking carries a penalty 
of 7 years imprisonment.

An act of trafficking involving a child carries a penalty of 15 years imprisonment.
 
Special circumstances carry a penalty of 15 years imprisonment if in committing an act:

The trafficker has absolute disregard, displaying great cruelty or absolute 

disregard for human dignity of the victim or any other person 

Offence results in death or grievous bodily harm of the victim or any other person

Results in the Victim being exposed to a life threatening disease

If a weapon is used in committing the offence

If the Victim is someone who is mentally or physically disabled

If there is more than one victim of trafficking

The offence is committed by a criminal organization

Victim was given an intoxicant commission of the Act or another drug

Offence is committed by a person who had prior conviction for a similar offence

Offender is an employee of the civil service or law enforcement agency

Offender is the spouse of the victim or offender holds a position of trust 

with the victim
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POWER IMBALANCE & EXPLOITATION

A trafficker often controls the victim through various means of force that involves a wide 
range of human rights violations such as physical restraint, transporting, beatings, rape etc. 
These abuses are often inflicted on person to excise physical and psychological control 
over the victim that result in a life of servitude and abuse.  

Other means such as fraud which include offers of employment, marriage, or a better life 
as well as coercion such as  threats, destroying legal documents, abuse of the legal process, 
debt bondage and psychological abuses are often used as a method to exert exploitation and 
power over the vulnerable individuals. 

Threats, destroying legal documents, 
abuse of the legal process, debt- 
bondage and psychological abuses 
are often used as a method to exert 
exploitation.
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RECOGNIZING POSSIBLE VICTIMS

If you suspect something is wrong, ask yourself these questions: 

Are there bruises or other signs of physical abuse? 

Has the person acted on the basis of false promises? 

Are there signs of psychological abuse? 

Is the person submissive or fearful?

Is the person being controlled? 

Is the person unable to communicate freely with others? 

Does the person have access to their earnings or receives little 

or no payment? 

Is the person being deprived food, water, sleep, medical care, 

or other necessities?

Is the person allowed to be in public alone? 

Can the person freely contact friends or family? 

Is the person (adult or minor) engaged in commercial sex? 

Does a minor appear to be in a relationship with a much older person? 

Does the person fear his or her employer?

Is the person unable to negotiate working conditions? 

Is the person being held again their will? 

Has someone threatened the person’s family?

Does the person have difficulty communicating due to language or 

cultural barriers?

Does the person lack identification or documentation?

Is someone else collecting the person’s pay or holding their money for 

“safe keeping”?
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HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Understanding the mind-set of human trafficking victims is important to provide them of 
trafficking with help to restore their lives. The majority of victims of trafficking have expe-
rienced violence as well as physical and mental trauma. Thus, recognizing the sensitivities 
that surround the person’s experience is very important when responding to their specific 
needs and connecting them to service providers. 

Community plays a very important role in promoting non-judgmental and inclusive society 
that takes into account the realities of a victim. As a community member, you can advocate 
to address stigma surrounding this issues and work with different stakeholders to ensure 
that a victim of trafficking is able to move and recover beyond the experiences of exploita-
tion. You have to remember that this is the worst form of human rights crime where extreme 
forms of violation have left irreversible scars on the victims. You have to respond to the 
person and the crime. Do not forget the person while pursuing the truth behind the crime. 
It takes courage to stop, listen, analyze and understand the reality faced by the survivor of 
trafficking, let alone live it.

Can you recognize any victim of human trafficking, among the people that help you 
everyday?

Consider the following points when helping a potential victim: 

Many victims don’t speak Dhivehi or English and do not understand 

Maldivian culture

Many are forced to stay in the exploitative situation because they are 

threatened and fearful of the traffickers and exploiters

Many come from the lowest socio-economic background status in their 

country and have little or no means to support their livelihood and families 

Most victims have a strong sense of distrust because they fear deportation 

Many victims do not see themselves as victims and do not realize what is 

being done to them is wrong
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ASK POTENTIAL VICTIMS 

Can you leave the job and the country if you want to? 

Are you free to move in and out of your work and living environment? 

Have you been threatened if you try to leave? 

Do you feel threatened for your family’s safety? 

How is your working or living condition? 

Where do you sleep and eat?

Do you have to ask permission to eat, sleep or go to the bathroom?

Does someone prohibit you from socializing?

WHERE TO IDENTIFY VICTIMS

Domestic situations or households 

Construction sites

Farming or landscaping 

Fisheries

Guest houses and resorts 

Restaurant services

Rented apartments and spaces 

14

| Human Trafficking | Modern Day Slavery

IOM_Amendments_10Aug.indd   16 10/10/16   11:11 AM



CONTACT POINTS FOR HELP

If you are someone who suspects a case of trafficking, or believe to be yourself a victim of trafficking 
please contact the Maldives Police Service or the Anti-Human Trafficking hotline immediately. All 
correspondence will be kept confidential and you may choose to remain anonymous. 
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Health Protection Agency
Ministry of Health, Sosun Magu
Tel:+960 301 4486 , +960 301 4494

Ministry of Law and Gender
1st Floor, G. Billoorijehige,
Majeedhee Magu,
Child Helpine: 1412
Police Helpline: +960 300 0600

CONSULAR OFFICES

High Commission of Republic of 
Bangladesh
7th and 8th Floor, G. Ufriya, 
Lonuziyaraih Magu
Tel: +960 331 5541
Fax: +960 331 5543
 
High Commission of India
Athireege Aage, 
Ameeru Ahmed Magu
Tel:+960 332 3015
Contact for consular issues: 
Mr. Narayan Kumar 
Tel: +960 772 5751

High Commission of Sri Lanka
H. Sakeena Manzil
Medhuziyaaraiyh Magu
General contact: +960 332 2845
 Consular issues:+960 332 5476
Fax: +960 332 3149
Email:  highcom@dhivehinet.net.mv

Helpline
Human Trafficking Investigation Unit,
Tel: +960 950 0125
Anti Trafficking Hotline:  1696

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

Department of Immigration and Emigration 
Head Office
First Floor, Velaanaage,
Ameer Ahmed Magu
Official Hours: +960 333 0444 ,+960 332 0011
Non-official hours: +960 333 0452
Fax: +960 332 0011
Foreign Employment Services:   
Tel: +960 929 9252 , +960 333 0409
Airport Immigration Unit:
Tel: +960 794 0452 , +960 332 0451
Expatriate Monitoring and 
Repatriation Division:
+960 333 0406 , +960 300 8818
info@immigration.gov.mv

Ministry of Economic Development
Boduthakurufaanu Magu,
Tel: +960 332 3668

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives
5th Floor, M. Uthuruvehi,
Keneree Magu,
Tel: +960 333 6539

Labour Relations Authority
Haveeree Hingun,
Tel: +960 330 6176
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High Commission of Pakistan
H. Helengili
Lily Magu
Tel:+960 332 3005
Email:pahicmale@hotmail.com

Embassy of Japan
8th Floor, H. Aage,
Boduthakurufaanu
Contact Person:   
Ms. Asna Luthfee
Tel:+960 777 4117
Email: asnaa.luthfee@gmail.com

The Embassy China
6B, Canary Lodge, 
Majeedhee Magu,
Telephone: +960 330 7825
Email: Songzhang924@gmail.com

Royal Thai Honorary Consulate
1st Floor, Shuaz Building,
Orchid Magu,
Tel: +960 300 5006 , +960 300 5007
Emergencies: +960 778 8691

Embassy of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Hotel Jenn,
Ameer Ahmed Magu
Email:  saudiembmaldives@gmail.com

NGOS AND ASSOCIATIONS

Transparency Maldives
1B, 1st Floor, M.Kurigam
Ithaa Goalhi,
Tel: +960 330 4017
Fax: +960 300 6062
Email:office@transparencymaldives.org

| Human Trafficking | Modern Day Slavery
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Society for Health Education
M. Kulunu Vehi, 
Buruzu Magu
Tel: +960 332 7117
Fax: +960 332 2221
Email:  she8804@dhivehinet.net.mv

Advocating the Rights of Childeren (Arc)
G. Nooraanee Villa,
Alikileygefaanu Magu
Tel/Fax:+960 333 8783
Email:info@arc.org.mv

Hope for Women
M. Veyla Villa,
Ruvaagu Magu
Tel: +960 300 9535
Hotline: +960 745 6570
Fax: +960 300 9536
Email: hopeforwomen.org.mv

Maldives Association of Construction 
Industry (MACI)
Ground Floor, Port Complex
Hilaalee Magu
Telephone:+960 331 8660
Fax: +960 331 8796
Email: admin@maci.org.mv
secretariat.maci@gmail.com

Maldives Association of Tourism
Industry (MATI)
4th Floor, Fasmeeru Building
Boduthakurufaanu Magu
Tel: +960 332 6640 , +960 332 1701
Fax:+960 332 6641
Email: mati@dhivehinet.net.mv
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HOSPITALS AND MEDICAL HELP

Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital
Kanbaa  aisarani hingun,
Tel: +960 333 5355

ADK Hospital
Sosun Magu,
Tel: +960 331 3553

Medica Hospital
Faamudheyri Magu
Tel: +960 300 2255 , +960 300 2203

Gan Regional Hospital
Laamu Gan
Tel: +960 680 0026 , +960 779 4919
Email: info@grh.gov.mv

Dr. Abdul Samad Memorial Hospital
GDh. Thinadhoo,
Tel: +960 684 1728

Hithadhoo Regional Hospital
Seenu Hithadhoo
Tel: +960 688 5054

Kulhudhuffushi Regional Hospital
HDh. Kulhudhuffushi
Tel: +960 652 8864

Mulee Regional Hospital
M. Muli
Tel: +960 672 0605

Ungoofaru Regional Hospital
R. Ungoofaru
Tel: +960 658 0029

INSURANCE PROVIDERS

Allied Insurance Private Limited
Ameer Ahmed Magu
Tel: +960 330 0033
Fax: +960 332 5035
Email:customercare@allied.mv
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