
TARGET 3.8 
Achieve Universal Health 
Coverage

Ensure the inclusion of migrants, regardless of their legal status, in 
‘Universal Health Coverage’; ensure they are accounted for in financial 
risk protection schemes; have access to quality, equitable health care 
services, safe, effective and affordable essential medicines and vaccines, 
and cross-border continuity of health care. Include migrants and mobile 
populations in disease prevention and control programmes. Not doing so, 
counters public health principles, ethics and universal health care goals.

TARGET 3.c 
Increase health financing 
and establish a sufficient 
health workforce in 
developing countries 

Increase health workforce financing, recruitment, development, training 
and retention in developing countries; enhance the local integration of 
migrant-, refugee- and displaced health personnel; manage migration of 
health care workers and implement the international code of recruitment 
of health personnel. 

TARGET 3.d 
Increase capacity of countries 
for early warning, risk 
reduction and management of 
national and global health risks 

Strengthen the capacity of countries in early warning, health risk 
reduction and management of national and global health risks, including 
disease prevention and control, and health emergency preparedness and 
response (International Health Regulations, 2005) that address public 
health risks associated with migration and population mobility. 

TARGET 1.3 
Implement social 
protection systems 
including floors and achieve 
sustainable coverage of the 
poor and vulnerable

Implement appropriate social protection systems in health that are 
inclusive of migrants, are free of discrimination, and sensitive to the 
contemporary mobility of persons, including through cross-border 
portability of entitlements and rights; reduce out-of-pocket payments 
for health care and catastrophic health expenditures; achieve coverage 
through sustainable and innovative financing.

TARGET 1.5 
Strengthen resilience of the 
poor and most vulnerable 
to economic, social and 
environmental shocks and 
disasters 

Ensure migrants’ and mobile populations’ resilience in the context of 
crises, and reduce their health vulnerability linked to climate change, 
extreme events, and other economic, social and environmental shocks 
and disasters causing large scale population displacement within and 
across borders.

TARGET 5.2 
Eliminate all violence 
against women and girls 

Eliminate all forms of violence against all migrant women and girls and 
their physical, mental and social well-being impact, including trafficking 
and all types of exploitation, marginalization, discrimination and abuse.

TARGET 5.6  
Ensure universal access to 
sexual and reproductive 
health and reproductive 
rights 

Ensure that universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
in accordance with the programme of action of the 1994 International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and the Beijing 
Platform for action, applies without discrimination to migrant populations 
whose sexual and reproductive health can be at disproportionate risk due 
to the circumstances of the migration process. 

TARGET 8.7  
Eradicate forced labour, 
end modern slavery 
and human trafficking; 
eliminate child labour 

End the use of migrants for forced labour, child labour, modern slavery, 
and human trafficking, and address the multiple associated health risks 
due to unsafe, poor working and living conditions, and the various forms 
of exploitation, discrimination and unsafe health practices throughout 
the migration process.

TARGET 8.8 
Protect labour rights and 
promote safe and secure 
working environments 
for all workers including 
migrant workers

Address the health needs and promote ‘decent work’ of migrant workers, 
especially women and those with ‘irregular’ status, who are exposed to 
multiple health risks, including poor working and living conditions and 
exploitation, and ensure their equitable access to health services; end 
deportations and travel restrictions due to health conditions. 



TARGET 10.7 
Orderly and safe migration 
through well-managed 
migration policies 

Mainstream the health of migrants, their families and communities in 
migration governance discourses. Recognize migration as a determinant 
of health which can expose migrants to multiple health risks during all 
phases of the migration process. Enhance the health of migrants through 
improved policy coordination among sectors that impact the health of 
migrants and respect migrants’ right to health to ensure equitable access 
to health services. Ensure immigration health assessment practices follow 
public health principles and international standards of care. 

TARGET 11.1
Access to adequate housing 
and basic services; upgrade 
slums 

Ensure that access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and 
basic services includes migrants, who can be at elevated risk of poor 
living conditions, whether in camps, informal settings, migration centres, 
detention or slums; and reduce health risks due to overcrowding, poor 
hygiene and sanitation. 

TARGET 11.5 
Reduce deaths and number of 
people affected and decrease 
the economic losses following 
disasters 

Ensure that reducing the number of deaths and number of people 
affected, and decreasing the economic losses following disasters includes 
the protection of displaced persons, as well as other vulnerable migrants  
and mobile populations who may not have been included in disaster risk 
reduction plans. Disasters, by defaults, trigger large scale displacement.

TARGET 16.1 
Reduce violence and 
related death rates 

Reduce all forms of violence associated with migration and save lives 
especially in the context of conflict, smuggling and trafficking, putting 
migrants at disproportionate risk due to unsafe travel and living conditions 
and associated vulnerability to sexual, physical and psychological violence. 

TARGET 16.2 
End abuse, exploitation, 
trafficking, violence against 
and torture of children 

End abuse and exploitation of trafficked and young migrants, especially 
unaccompanied minors, as they are at increased risk of abuse, exploitation, 
and violence, and the associated physical and mental health risks.

TARGET 17.16 
Utilize global and 
multistakeholder 
partnerships to support the 
achievement of sustainable 
development goals in all 
countries

Utilize multi-sectoral and international partnerships, as migrants 
inherently connect sectors, communities, countries and regions. Enhance 
the health of migrants and public health by coordinating among health 
and other sectors in society, and through the inclusion of migration and 
health in cross border, regional and global development dialogues and 
humanitarian responses. 

TARGET 17.18 
Assist developing countries 
in increasing the availability 
of high-quality data 
disaggregated by migratory 
status

Enhance capacity building to increase the availability of data disaggregated 
by income, gender, age race, ethnicity, migration status, […] including 
in the health sector to allow the monitoring of the health of migrants 
and the implementation of policies and legistlations affecting the health 
needs of migrants.


