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Excellencies, distinguished delegates,  

 

It is an honor and pleasure to welcome you to this Eighth Global Meeting of Chairs and 
Secretariats of Inter-State Consultation Mechanisms (ISCMs) on Migration (GRCP 8). This year brings 
together 27 Regional Consultative Processes on Migration (RCPs), Interregional Forums on Migration 
(IRFs) and global processes on migration. We have several objectives today:  

 

 First, to reflect together on your achievements in migration governance; and 

 Second, to identify the future path for ISCMs in an evolving migration governance 
architecture.   

 

Inter-State Consultation Mechanisms on Migration remain critical actors in migration 
governance.  They originally emerged to fill a gap in policy discussion on migration which could reach 
across national borders.  Over more than three decades, they have provided an informal, non-
binding environment for States to find common ground, to exchange information and experience, 
and develop a collaborative approach to migration management and governance.   

 

Inter-State Consultation Mechanisms on Migration have had a significant impact on the way that 
policy dialogue on migration has evolved through:  

 

 Networking and coordination among migration practitioners;  

 Institution-building and capacity building of the key migration actors;  

 Design and implementation of joint initiatives and projects; 

 Drafting of common strategies and, in some cases, policies that have been replicated 
at national level; 

 Data collection and forecasting, filling a critical gap;  

 The emergence of common principles and language that can support a convergence 
in policy approaches to migration governance at the national, regional, interregional and 
global levels.  

 

Growing recognition of the value-added of these State-led dialogues has -paved the way for a 
number of global processes on migration, including the Berne Initiative, the International Dialogue 
on Migration, the Global Forum on Migration and Development, and contributed to new forms of 
international cooperation on human mobility.   

 

Inter-State consultation mechanisms on migration have also partnered with the UN Regional 
Economic Commissions and political and economic unions such as the African Union, European 



Union, Mercosur, League of Arab States and others, to bolster the implementation and monitoring of 
regional policies, and global targets such as the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

With the advent of the Global Compact for Migration this is an opportune moment for dynamic 
reflection.  The Compact, of course, recognized the vital role that regional cooperation and dialogue 
can play in advancing the better management of migration.  It issued an explicit invitation to RCPs to 
feed into the forthcoming International Migration Review Forum; and it called on you to help review 
the Compact’s implementation at the regional level starting in 2020.  This anchoring of your expertise 
and perspective in this framework document is a testament to your achievements and offers a 
platform to take your work to a new level.   

 

In anticipation of this Meeting, IOM has pursued an Assessment of Inter-State Consultation 
Mechanisms on Migration to review their contribution to migration governance at all levels – their 
structures, sustainability, synergies and partnerships – and critically, their added value. Preliminary 
indications from the States’ feedback confirm that these migration dialogues are indeed very 
valuable, both in terms of national policy development, as well as international collaboration.   

 

One of our goals today is to jointly consider these preliminary findings and discuss the next 
steps.  It is important for IOM that the ISCM Assessment is a joint exercise with you all.  Our agenda 
today is structured around the Assessment’s main themes to allow you to review, fill gaps, and, if 
appropriate, validate the preliminary findings of the assessment. The final Assessment Report will 
incorporate the pending feedback to questionnaires as well as the main conclusions of today’s 
discussions.   

 

IOM will continue to support RCPs, IRFs and global processes on migration as part of its core 
work.  We will also do so in our new role as Coordinator of the UN Network on Migration which has 
been tasked with ensuring coherent, system-wide support to the implementation of the GCM, 
including as regards its capacity building mechanism, as well as follow-up and review.   

 

I am confident that this meeting will contribute further to enhancing dialogue and information 
exchange among RCPs, IRFs and global processes on migration, and I look forward hearing how you 
may further catalyze and consolidate existing expertise.   

 

In closing, I would like to thank you for your contribution to the Assessment and your 
participation to today’s important event.  I invite you all to actively contribute to these discussions 
and reflect deeply on how to enhance your engagement in the new migration governance setting.   

 

I wish you a successful Meeting and an interactive and fruitful discussion, and I look forward to 
its outcomes.   


