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An elderly displaced woman receiving COVID-19 protection supplies and information in Ibb governorate © IOM 2020

SITUATION OVERVIEW

While official reports indicate that the number of reported COVID-19 cases is decreasing, there is limited 
available data to inform the epi curve, due to insufficient testing and surveillance, and with fewer people reporting 
willingness to approach health facilities for support. IOM continues to work within UN frameworks to scale up 
COVID-19 testing and surveillance activities, while ensuring service continuity in locations that host large displaced 
and migrant communities and supporting Yemen’s public health system. The economic crises, characterized by 
a fuel crisis in northern governorates, a depreciating currency and a decrease in remittances into the country, 
continues to exacerbate the burden on conflict affected communities.
2. As of 09 September 2020 

1. Inclusive of COVID-19 response

1,203 Reported Recovered 574 Reported Deaths21,993 Reported Cases
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Conflict continues to be the main driver of conflict in Yemen. In the month of August, 2,935 displacements were 
recorded through IOM Yemen’s Displacement Tracking Matrix. While over 10,000 COVID-19 related movements 
were recorded in previous months, no IDPs cited COVID-19 as a reason for displacement in August, and conflict 
activities have continued displace families from Hudaydah, Al Bayda and Taizz governorates3. Eight months into 
the year, 22,342 households have been displaced by the crisis, with many facing increased risks of COVID-19 
transmission since the outbreak. 

Displacement and COVID-19 challenges have been compounded by flooding in July and August; over 62,000 
households4 are estimated to have been affected by the torrential rains and storms. IOM is enabling a rapid 
response to meet needs through its Common Contingency Pipeline. Since August, IOM has released critical 
household, shelter and hygiene items to partners in Al Hudaydah, Hajjah, Ibb, Taizz and Marib, aiming to serve 
9,631 households. Through this Contingency Pipeline, IOM has also provided partners in Marib and Al Jawf with 
shelter and aid items, enabling a response to 2,500 households newly displaced by conflict activities in the area. 
These emergency and preparedness response activities have been important in alleviating the burden on displaced 
communities and improving living conditions in displacement sites. 
3. IOM DTM teams are active in 12 governorates 

4. OCHA Yemen 

IOM teams continue to monitor countrywide COVID-19 movement restrictions. Two of the five international 
airports (Aden and Seiyun) have been opened for commercial and humanitarian flights, with authorities 
announcing the closure of the Sana’a airport to humanitarian flights on 07 September. The closure of this key 
entry pointport is expected to severely impact the COVID-19 response, limiting the arrival of humanitarian 
professionals and aid supplies. All 15 sea border points and three land border points are partially open for 
movements, and 10 transit points in Taizz and in Al Bayda remain active to monitor public movements between 
southern and northern governorates. No curfews are in effect across the country, and authorities at the 
Al Wadea land border point allow stranded Yemeni’s to return from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, after 
temperature checks. While there were no Yemeni returnees recorded through this border point in August 
2020, 187 Yemeni’s returned between 01 and 05 September 2020. 

COVID-19 & DISPLACEMENT

HADRAMAUT

SHABWAH

AL JAWF

SA'ADA

AMANAT ALASIMAH

AMRAN
HAJJAH

DHAMAR

TAIZZ

IBB

AL BAYDA

LAHJ

ADEN

ABYAN

SANA’A

AL HUDAYDAH

RAYMAH

AL MAHWIT

AL DHALE'E

SOCOTRA

AL MAHARAH

MARIB

ABYAN

LEGEND*

Uno�cial Border Points

 COVID-19 cases reported

Sea Border PointAir Port

Land Border Point Internal Transit Point

 

1,000 300 200 100 50

https://displacement.iom.int/reports/yemen-%E2%80%94-rapid-displacement-tracking-update-21-27-june-2020


3

IOM YEMEN

Migrants stranded in Yemen continue to face severe protection risks and dire humanitarian circumstances. Incidents 
of arbitrary detention and arrests, commonplace before the COVID-19 outbreak, continue to be recorded at 
unprecedented levels this year. In recent months, there has been a marked increase in incidents involving the forced 
transfer of stranded migrants from northern governorates like Sada’a and Sana’a, to southern governorates like Aden.

IOM continues to work at the regional and country level, to advocate for lifesaving solutions and to scale up aid 
programmes. The Organization is launching a large-scale registration and counselling process under its Voluntary 
Humanitarian Return (VHR) programme, targeting migrants stranded in Aden and seeking return assistance. The 
prioritized cases for return are highly vulnerable individuals owing to forced transfers, lack of access to shelter and 
basic needs, and are currently being supported in Aden city through a cash-for-work intervention. The VHR is a 
positive step towards relieving humanitarian conditions for some migrants and IOM will continue efforts to scale up 
these return processes. 

KEY TRENDS
1. Significant reduction in the number of new arrivals in Yemen.

2. Increase in barriers to movement resulting in static migrant populations.

3. Reduction in available work and other coping mechanisms as well as limited access to health care. 

4. Increase in the stigmatization and harassment

5. Arrests, detention and forced relocations/deportations.

MIGRATION CHALLENGES

IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON MIGRATION
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1. COVID-19 should not be exploited to instrumentalize national security priorities like migrant encampment, 
detention, forced relocation or deportation.

2. Migrants in detention should be released. 

3. Voluntary Humanitarian Return flights should be resumed as an immediate measure to address the life-
threatening conditions migrants are facing.

4. Stranded migrants must be given safe passage and protection.

5. Humanitarians must be granted unconditional access to all populations in need. 

6. Rhetoric blaming the COVID-19 outbreak on migrants must end.

IOM’S KEY ADVOCACY POINTS

3,653 
ARRIVALS

Stranded migrants taking shelter in an abandoned construction building in Aden © IOM 2020

MIGRANT ARRIVALS IN 2019 & 2020

316 
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2020
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IOM’S RESPONSE
Since March, IOM has quickly scaled up COVID-19 preparedness and response activities to meet the needs of 
mobile populations – displaced persons and migrants – and the communities hosting them. IOM’s multi-sectoral 
humanitarian activities are ongoing through eight mobile health and protection teams and 22 health facilities across 
the country and in 60 internally displaced persons (IDP) hosting sites. 

RESPONSE TARGETS
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IOM is providing support to 22 health facilities and eight 
mobile health teams across Al Jawf, Aden, Sada’a, Al 
Baydah, Amanat Al Asimah, Lahj, Marib, Shabwah and 
Taizz governorates. During the reporting period, 8,556 
people, including 1,522 migrants, received health services, 
ensuring that primary and secondary health care, cholera 
treatment, mental health and psychosocial support 
continue to be accessible to affected populations. 

CASE MANAGEMENT AND 
CONTINUITY OF SERVICES

IOM teams continue to improve WASH services in 
displacement sites and communities hosting large 
displaced populations. IOM water trucking activities are 
ongoing in 88 sites in Hudaydah, Taizz, Ibb and Marib, 
reaching 12,475 people. During the reporting period, 
IOM also distributed 1,776 long lasting insecticide nets to 
immunocompromised and high-risk individuals in Marib.

INFECTION PREVENTION 
AND CONTROL

IOM continues to engage IDP communities on mask 
making in Ibb and Marib, through cash for work and 
trainings. Women from IDP communities sewed 
over 30,000 masks in both governorates; these were 
distributed, along with COVID-19 information, education 
and communication (IEC) materials, to IDPs in IOM-
supported sites.

CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP 
MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

Through IOM migrant response points and mobile 
teams, 4,011 migrants in Aden, Marib and Sana’a received 
aid items and food.

PROTECTION

IDPs sewing face masks to distribute in IDP sites in Marib © IOM 2020

IOM teams have shared seven disease surveillance reports 
with the Ministry of Public Health and Population, feeding 
into community level COVID-19 surveillance and the 
electronic disease early warning system.  Of these two 
suspected and four confirmed COVID-19 cases were 
referred for support.

DISEASE SURVEILLANCE

During the reporting period, IOM trained staff from the 
National Tuberculosis laboratory in Aden on techniques 
and procedures for conducting COVID-19 testing using 
Cepheid GeneXpert systems. The one-day training 
strengthened laboratory staff capacity on COVID-19 
sample collection methods, testing procedures and 
GeneXpert test result interpretations, ensuring that 
proper use of IOM-provided calibration kits and 
COVID-19 test cartridges. This is part of a wider IOM-
initiative to boost COVID-19 testing capacity in Yemen, 
with additional phases of the programme focusing on 
establishing a COVID-19 testing laboratory in Marib 
and deploying GeneXpert systems (which are easy to 
transport and use) to underserved governorates in 
Yemen.

NATIONAL LABORATORY SYSTEMS
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IOM YEMEN’S RESPONSE IS SUPPORTED BY 

Young men attend an IOM organized livelihood workshop on 
aluminium making in Hadramout © IOM 2020

COVID-19 awareness raising activities in an IDP 
site in Ibb © IOM 2020
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