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With the conflict in Yemen in its sixth year, fighting again intensified in Marib governorate over the past month, with nearly 
4,000 households displaced towards Marib city in September alone (see IOM’s Marib Response Update for more information). 
As one of the governorates with relative stability from the beginning of the conflict in 2015, Marib has seen major shifts 
in frontlines in 2020, with an estimated 15,000 individuals displaced to or within Marib since January. If hostilities continue, 
with no significant advances on either side, humanitarian partners have estimated that 3,500 households in locations close to 
the frontlines could be displaced towards Sirwah, Marib City and Marib Al Wadi. A worst-case scenario sees that between 
34,000 – 55,000 households may be displaced towards Marib Al Wadi and into Hadramaut – a governorate with a vast 
desert and extremely limited humanitarian services available which would require a largescale humanitarian response1. Marib 
requires an increased humanitarian presence in relation to the estimated 15 partners currently active in the governorate 
responding to the displacement crisis, most of which are national NGOs with limited human and financial resources. 

Official COVID-19 case numbers remain low in Yemen with only 2,035 confirmed as of 30 September, in part due to the 
lack of testing capacity coupled with people’s resistance to seek out health care once falling ill. IOM Yemen procured six 
GeneXpert machines, a test similar to the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and approved by the World Health Organization 
(WHO), in order to increase testing capacity in underserved locations. The mission is negotiating with the Supply Chain 
Consortia in Geneva to prioritise Yemen and provide testing cartridges to IOM in order to effectively scale up capacities 
in the country (see IOM Yemen’s COVID-19 Update for further information). New displacements will only put vulnerable 
populations at further risk of contracting and spreading COVID-19 as it is extremely difficult for IDPs to practice isolation 
or take quarantine measures. 

With COVID-19 movement restrictions still in place in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), Ethiopia and Somalia, thousands 
of migrants remain stranded throughout Yemen, with at least 5,000 migrants stranded in Aden, 4,000 in Marib, as well as 
thousands reportedly stranded at the border with KSA. Furthermore, it is estimated that thousands of migrants are held in 
some form of detention with reports that a number of migrant detention sites in northern governorates are not providing 
minimum standards of living and support. Migrants previously held in detention in the north are increasingly reporting forced 
movements from northern governorates across frontlines to the south or deserted areas in Al Jawf and Marib governorates 
where basic services are limited. IOM and partners estimate up to 4,800 migrants have been forcibly relocated since early 
2020, with many movements justified as COVID-19 prevention measures as migrants are stigmatized as carriers of disease 
and their presence is seen as a national security issues by authorities. Given the restrictions on freedom of movements in 
Yemen and at the KSA border, a number of migrants have started to return on their own, making the unsafe journey back 
to the Horn of Africa through Djibouti – further putting their lives at risk. 
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IOM's mobile clinic doctor consults displaced people in Marib © IOM 2020

People reached through 
COVID-19 awareness 
raising 

65,843

Migrants received health 
and aid assistance

9,072

Individuals served by 
improved access to water

30,838 

1 UN Marib planning figures, March 2020.
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HEALTH

COVID-19 testing in Yemen continues to be extremely low, with only Hadramaut 
consistently reporting cases, though testing capacity remains limited there as well. While 
COVID-19 preparedness and response efforts continue to be a priority, including 
strengthening testing capacities in various governorates, IOM remains committed to 
supporting and strengthening Yemen’s primary, seconday and tertiary health facilities. 
The Organization supports 17 facilities and eight mobile medical teams across the 
country, including providing COVID-19 personal protective equipment to frontline 
healthworkers. IOM’s health team provided fitness-to-travel screenings for five migrants 
who will be repatriated to their home countries as part of IOM’s Voluntary Humanitarian 
Return (VHR) programme. Through four Mobile Medical Teams travelling along the 
coast of Shabwah and Lahj governorates, IOM provided medical screenings for 463 
migrants, with 259 of those migrants supported with further medical care. The number 
of migrants seeking health care services nearly doubled between August and September 
2020. In an effort to reduce the risk of malaria, IOM distributed 441,896 long-lasting 
insecticidal mosquito nets (LLINs) in September across four governorates. IOM, as part 
of its accountability to affected populations, scaled up its monitoring activities in IOM-
supported health facilities with the health team visiting 11 health facilities and providing 
action points for improved service provision. The team also conducted a series of 
satisfaction surveys with beneficiaries which will feed into the action plans for health 
facilities.

A displaced man collecting medication from IOM mobile clinic © IOM 2020

Primary health care 
consultations conducted 

17,203 Consultations

51%
Target 

Reached

347 Health workers 
trained on malaria surveillance

Access constraints continue to be faced by the humanitarian community across Yemen, but are particularly restrictive in 
northern governorates. For the month of September, the airport in Sana’a was closed preventing humanitarian staff and 
supplies, including much needed COVID-19 and health supplies, from arriving in the country. IOM’s interventions in northern 
governorates have been severely impacted by interference in beneficiary selection, logistics and procurement processes, as 
well as increased movement restrictions. While the operational space in the south is notably more open, insecurity along 
frontlines impacts service delivery and authorities in the south have increasingly imposed measures in line with those in 
northern governorates.
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CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)
IOM is providing life-saving assistance to IDPs living in collective centres, spontaneous 
settlements and formal sites in Marib, Taizz and Ibb governorates. With the recent increase 
in conflict in Marib governorate, IOM’s CCCM teams are developing a contingency plan for 
potential mass displacement to Marib city and nearby districts, as well as into Al Jawf. As 
the lead of the sub-national CCCM Cluster in Marib, IOM provides additional support to 
humanitarian partners’ response efforts. While most IDP hosting sites in Marib lack reliable 
service provision, IOM is building the capacity of site residents by establishing and training 
camp committees, which will take responsibility for continuous management of the sites. 

In September, 51 residents from Al Jufainah Camp participated in site care and maintenance 
training where 17 care and maintenance kits were distributed to be used by camp 
committees. IOM’s CCCM field team is working on the relocation of 103 households living 
in areas deemed unsafe in Marib city by ensuring site preparation and service provision in 
the new site is done in coordination with the community. To protect IDPs living in sites 
prone to seasonal flooding, IOM completed the construction of embankments and other 

13,553 IDP households 
living in 55 IOM-supported 

sites

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) 

IOM teams continue to support households affected by conflict and natural hazards with lifesaving emergency shelter and 
non-food item (NFI) assistance to improve their living conditions and safeguard them from the elements. To provide temporary 
mid-term accommodation for IDPs affected by the conflict until they are able to rebuild longer term housing, IOM extended 
transitional shelter support to 38 IDP households in Al Beerain hosting site, south Taizz and 61 IDP households in Al Maseelah 
hosting site, Marib governorate. IOM’s transitional shelter designs provide IDPs with a more flexible and durable solution than 
emergency shelters. In response to a new wave of displacement resulting from heavy clashes in areas surrounding Marib 
governorate, IOM assisted 848 IDP households with emergency shelter and NFI support, as well as registering 1,884 new IDPs, 
distributing 2,299 Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) kits and providing 441 families with multi-purpose cash assistance (MPCA). 
The Multi-sectoral Contingency Pipeline established and managed by IOM, in partnership with the Danish Refugee Council 
(DRC), provides humanitarian partners with a coordinated and efficient mechanism to support large-scale humanitarian needs 
in governorates across Yemen. This month, IOM provided partners with 1,818 emergency shelter and NFI kits to distribute 
to displaced persons in Hudaydah, Marib and Ibb governorates. As part of contigency planning for Marib governorate, IOM is 
working with partners to identify gaps and resources to ensure a frontline response to any new displacement. RRM and cash-
based interventions will need to be expanded to meet the immediate needs of newly displaced populations. 

flood mitigation measures in Al Rawdah and Dhanah Alsawabin sites in Sirwah district. The Organization is reducing the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on IDPs in Ibb, Taizz and Marib by distributing COVID-19 prevention equipment including face masks 
produced by IDP women and hygiene items. The distributions of masks and hygiene items will be followed by awareness raising 
sessions to enhance site residents’ access to information with a particular focus on high-risk residents.

Emergency aid items include  shelter and non food items distributed for affected communities in 
Marib © IOM 2020

33%
Target 

Reached

NFI kits distributed from the 
Contingency Pipeline  

1,818 NFI kits 

47 IDP hosting sites with 
functional self-governance 

mechanisms

2,299 Rapid Response 
Mechanism kits distributed 
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PROTECTION

Given the regional solutions for migrants stranded in Yemen, 
they are forced to make desperate choices, including putting 
their lives at further risk to make the harrowing return journey 
back to the Horn of Africa through Djibouti. IOM intensified 
its efforts to strengthen migrant assistance programmes and 
support to the most vulnerable populations in the country. 
Soon after the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, IOM’s 
Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) programme was 
suspended, as countries of origin established movement and 
travel restrictions, including for citizens. As migrants in Aden 
continue to seek return support, IOM is providing food, 

162%
Target 

Reached

Protection Screening

2,491 Protection 
screening interviews

36%
Target 

Reached

Migrants Assisted

5,054 Migrants received 
humanitarian assistance

water, health care and other lifesaving humanitarian services through its Migrant Response Point (MRP) and mobile teams. 
IOM’s protection team registered and screened 2,659 migrants for a cash-for-work intervention, where alongside host 
community members, the migrants will support in cleaning one of the neighborhoods in Aden in an effort to promote social 
cohesion and provide livelihood support. The Organization continues to negotiate with the Government of Ethiopia on 
the potential return of thousands of Ethiopian migrants who are stranded and facing dire conditions. In Marib governorate, 
as fighting escalated in Majzer and Madzel districts, thousands of internally displaced individuals relocated to nearby IDP 
hosting sites in Marib Al Wadi. Mental health and psychosocial support, as well as child protection, are most needed services, 
especially for the estimated 30,000 children who have fled conflict in Marib in 2020 alone. 

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

The provision of safe water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), along with clean 
environmental conditions, are essential to safeguarding health, especially during the 
COVID-19 outbreak. IOM is focusing on key WASH interventions including distribution 
of hygiene items, implementation of hygiene awareness activities and water trucking 
to ensure vulnerable populations have access to safe water and COVID-19 prevention 
information. IOM hygiene teams gave a refresher training on hygiene promotion and 
COVID-19 to community hygiene volunteers and community representatives in 14 
IDP hosting sites in Abyan and Taizz governorate. With stigma and misinformation 
surrounding the COVID-19 outbreak rampant in Yemen, IOM ensured that 9,350 
individuals received proper information about COVID-19 prevention measures. To 
support deteriorated public services in Aden, and provide host community, IDPs and 
migrants with improved access to safe water, IOM rehabilitated the city’s main water 
network in partnership with Aden’s Local Water and Sanitation Corporation.

health

48%
Target 

Reached

People supported with 
improved water supply 

systems 

35,000 People supported

IOM wash team inspecting built latrines by displaced people in a displacement camp in 
Marib © IOM 2020

134,213 Bars of 
soap distributed to IDPs 

for COVID-19 prevention
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As part of efforts to support communities in the fight against COVID-19, IOM 
continued the distribution of personal protective equipment (PPE) in Hadramaut 
governorate in partnership with a local implementing partner. After community-based 
production activities were completed of 50,000 face masks and 10,000 hand sanitizers, 
the COVID-19 PPE were distributed to local public offices and vulnerable communities 
including in IDP hosting sites, technical institutes, health facilities and the Seiyun airport. 
While the outbreak continues to contribute to economic decline, with the Yemeni 
Riyal (YER) depreciating to 853 YER per one USD in mid-September, IOM is rolling 
out cash-for-work activities for vulnerable populations including IDPs and migrants in 
an effort to boost socioeconomic recovery. The transition and recovery team targeted 
350 individuals for its phase two cash-for-work activities in Tarim and Seiyun districts, 
Hadramaut governorate. To stimulate community-government engagement, IOM’s 
team in Marib organized community meetings with both local community committee 
members and government officials from the Office of the Governor, Ministry of Planning, 
Executive Unit and Ministry of Social Affairs. The meetings included consultations on 
priority districts for transition and recover interventions, gaps in service provision for 
IDPs and host communities in these districts and priority activities to build resilience in 
displacement-affected communities. 

TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

Production of 10,000 hand Sanitizers in Al Mukalla to protect communities in Wadi Hadramaut © IOM 2020

50,000 Face masks 
distributed to vulnerable 

communities

10,000 Bottles of 
hand sanitizer distributed 
to vulnerable communities
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Find all DTM reports on displacement and migration here. 

IOM YEMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN SEPTEMBER 2020 WERE SUPPORTED BY

Migrant Arrivals in Yemen 2019 & 2020

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)

IOM’s Rapid Displacement Tracking activities continued in the 12 governorates where 
the Organization has access, tracking 2,289 HHs displaced in September alone, mainly 
from and within Marib, Taizz and Al Hudaydah governorates. In total, 24,164 HHs have 
been displaced so far in 2020, with the estimated 1,547 HHs citing COVID-19 fears 
remaining stable. 

Throughout the month, 478 Yemeni returnees traveling back from the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia (KSA) were recorded at the Manfath Al-Wadeeah flow monitoring point 
in Hadramaut governorate. Migrant arrivals to Yemen continued a downward trend 
compared to 2019 as a result of COVID-19 border restrictions in Yemen, Djibouti 
and Somalia, although there was a slight increase in September in comparison with July 
and August 2020. Approximately 617 new migrants entered Yemen through Lahj and 
Shabwah, traveling from Ethiopia (93 per cent) and Somalia (seven per cent). However, 
migrant arrivals in September 2020 are over 17 times less than arrivals recorded in 
September 2019 (10,712).  

2,289 Households 
displaced due to conflict  

617 Migrant arrivals 

Total Displacement in 2020
23,101 HHs

August September

2019

2020

Arrivals down 
by 94% 

https://dtm.iom.int/yemen

