
iomyemenpsumt@iom.int  http://www.iom.int/countries/Yemen Follow us

COVID-19 continues to worsen the situation for vulnerable, conflict-affected communities and migrants across Yemen. 
Insufficient testing and contact tracing capacities are evident in the low case numbers and high fatality rate and there are 
currently only six functional COVID-19 testing facilities across the country where only 7,000 tests have been conducted since 
March. Displacements sites, particularly in areas such as Marib – which hosts the largest displaced population in Yemen – are 
disproportionately affected by the limited testing and response capacity. Indicators suggest that with continued interrupted 
humanitarian assistance, acute vulnerabilities will continue to rise, and the number of people facing high levels of acute food 
insecurity will increase to 3.2 million people in southern governorates alone.1 To support Yemen’s health system, IOM and 
partners continue to prioritize COVID-19 response efforts on enhancing testing, case management and surveillance capacity, 
and sustaining multisectoral humanitarian response efforts.

COVID-19 related displacements have slowed considerably, while displacements due to conflict activities—particularly from 
areas like Al Hudaydah, Al Jawf, Marib, Al Bayda, Al Dhale'e and Taizz governorates continued—with 2,935 households 
displaced in August. Conflict remains the main driver of displacement in Yemen, with approximately 80% of the 20,812 
displaced households recorded by IOM Yemen's Displacement Tracking Matrix from 1 January and 31 August 2020 citing 
conflict as their primary reason for displacement. 

In early August, continuous heavy rain caused flooding in Marib, heavily impacting both Sirwah and Al Wadi Districts. In 
Sirwah, IOM is targeting the largest IDP-hosting site with multi-sectoral assistance. Other torrential rains and storms across 
Yemen in July and August have affected an estimated 62,000 households and IOM is enabling a rapid response to meet 
countrywide needs through its Common Contingency Pipeline providing critical hygiene, shelter, and non-food items. Since 
the beginning of August, IOM has released critical household, shelter and hygiene items to partners in Al Hudaydah, Hajjah, 
Ibb, Taizz and Marib, aiming to serve 9,631 households.

There has been little improvement of the situation for thousands of migrants stranded in Yemen with detention ongoing, and 
the continuation of forced transfers from northern to southern governorates. Given the precarious conditions, the number 
of migrants approaching IOM for return assistance is increasing. IOM and partners are scaling up emergency assistance, 
while increasing advocacy for the resumption of return solutions. In Aden, preparations for two large scale migrant response 
initiatives are ongoing, including the distribution of food vouchers and a cash for work cleaning campaign, to address the 
needs of an estimated 5,000 migrants currently stranded in Aden. Fear and scapegoating of migrants as carriers of COVID-19 
continues, and IOM estimates that over 14,500 migrants are stranded in Yemen’s Aden, Marib, Lahj and Sa’ada governorates 
as closed borders and internal movement controls continue to restrict movement. 
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Pharmaceutical students producing hand sanitizers in Al Mukalla to protect the community from the 
danger of COVID-19 ©IOM 2020

People reached 
through COVID-19 
awareness raising 

504,543 

Migrants received health 
and aid assistance

10,790 

Individuals served by 
improved access to water

38,412 

1 Due to access constraints, the IPC Analysis was a partial assessment of governorates where data collection was feasible. 
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HEALTH

To support Yemen’s health system, COVID-19 response efforts continue to focus on 
enhancing testing, case management and surveillance capacity, and sustaining multi-
sectoral humanitarian response efforts. Following the receipt of the first batch of 
500 testing cartridges for GeneXpert machines in Aden, IOM's Laboratory Manager 
conducted a theory and practical training for five staff from the National Tuberculosis 
Lab on techniques and procedures to conduct COVID-19 tests. IOM provided fitness-
to-travel screenings to seven migrants who received voluntary humanitarian return 
assistance as well as fitness-to-work screening and personal protective equipment 
to 994 migrants as part of the second phase of the cash-for-work initiative in Aden 
led by IOM Protection. IOM also provided medical screening for 534 newly arrived 
migrants through Mobile Medical Teams travelling to working along the coastline of 
Shabwah and Lahj.

IOM continued to support the National Malaria Control Program to train 167 
surveillance officers on the Electronic Disease Early Warning System (eDEWs) to 
expand malaria data reporting to 450 new health facilities. This month, IOM also 
successfully received 8.9 tonnes of anti-malarial drugs in Sana'a that will be distributed 
to nearly 2,000 health facilities across Yemen.

 IOM's mobile medical team provides emergency care to a migrant in Lahj ©IOM 2020

Primary health care 
consultations conducted 

15,181 Consultations

48%
Target 

Reached

5 Laboratory Technicians 
trained on COVID-19 IPC 

and testing

https://rocairo.iom.int/pbn/iom-chartered-plane-carrying-essential-anti-malarial-drugs-arrives-yemen
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CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

376 Households surveyed 
on the humanitarian impact of 

COVID-19 in Marib 

IOM continued to lead an integrated response in Marib to address the needs of newly 
displaced households (HHs), while coordinating multi-sectorial support targeting more 
than 10,000 displaced families in IOM-supported internally displaced person (IDP) sites 
across Marib. To ascertain the impact of COVID-19 on displaced communities and inform 
humanitarian programming, IOM surveyed 376 households in Marib, with preliminary 
findings indicating that 49 percent of households reported decreased access to basic and 
health services; 96 percent reported increased food and household items prices since the 
start of the pandemic; and 73 percent reported income reductions due to less demand for 
services or movement restrictions. IOM continued to support internally displaced women 
in Ibb and Marib through training and cash assistance to weave masks. In August, 60 women 
in Marib produced 27,650 masks and 20 women in Ibb produced 1,280 masks. In August, 
CCCM activities resumed in Taizz targeting 10 IDP hosting in sites across Shamaytayn and 
Ma’afer districts where CCCM teams are carrying out final works on the construction of 
seven community centres.

13,139 IDP households 
living in 55 IOM-supported 

IDP hosting sites 

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) 
IOM teams continue to mobilize cluster partners through the Common Contigency Pipeline to provide assistance to households 
affected by floods, storms and conflict. The Pipeline ensures that emergency shelter, NFI and hygiene items are available 
to humanitarian partners to cover emergency needs within 72 hours of a conflict or natural hazard. This month, 2,423 
households were reach through a distribution of emergency shelter materials and non-food items—including households in 
Marib governorate who were affected by recent floods. Additionally, in mid-August, heavy clashes in areas surrounding Marib 
governorate led to new waves of displacements, mainly from Al Jawf governorate, and Medghal and Majzar districts in Marib. 
An estimated 1,500 households moved into Medghal, Sirwah, Raghwan, Marib city and Al Wadi districts and IOM deployed 
Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) teams to register 1,067 households, with 442 HHs receiving RRM kits. In south Taizz, 267 
transitional shelters were completed in two sites in August.

Following flooding in Marib in mid-August, 20 IDP hosting site assessments were conducted in Sirwah, Marib city and Al Wadi 
districts to determine the impact of flooding on displaced communities and inform response activities. Results were shared with 
clusters and partners in Marib and were used by IOM SNFI, WASH and CCCM units to provide support to over 1,000 households. 
In response to flooding and as a preventative measure, six IDP hosting sites in Sirwah, Marib city and Al Wadi districts are being 
targeted with flood risk reduction activities: floodways (a flood plain crossing for a road) are being constructed, roads damaged 
by flooding overflow are being repaired and embankments have been finalized to cover over seven kilometres of affected areas.

 A young migrant woman receiving non-food items in Marib ©IOM 2020

267 Transitional 
shelters constructed

75%
Target 

Reached

HHs provided with ESKs 

3,598 HHs provided 
with ESKs
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PROTECTION
IOM’s protection team continues to provide daily protection 
screening activities in Marib, where heavy rains and escalating 
conflict in August increased risks for many IDPs and migrants. 
This month, a total of 888 migrants were screened and 
referred for emergency shelter, NFIs or health support. IOM 
also continued the assessment and screening of IDPs in Marib 
affected by floods in camps for vulnerabilities and needs: 154 
IDPs were screened and referred for further assistance (e.g. 
shelter, health, protection and cash). In Aden and Marib, case 
management services were also provided to 35 people. Work 
with protection partners to scale-up humanitarian support for 

Roza’s grandmother named her after a word that means paradise. This is not a word that many would use to describe the 
situation in conflict-ravaged Yemen over the last six years, but through her work, the 32-year-old mother of two has striven 
to bring some sense of comfort and normalcy to displaced people. Roza is an International Organization for Migration (IOM) 
counsellor at the Abdulkwai Health Centre in Aden city. She started working with displaced people back in 2011 when a 
localized conflict in Abyan caused families to flee.  

“In the displacement site, I met a beautiful five-year-old boy whose parents were tragically killed in front of him. He was so 
traumatized that he completely stopped interacting with other people. I worked closely with him over the course of a few 
months, until the day that he started speaking again. He was then able to express his feelings and that was really rewarding,” 
said Roza.  

Roza has worked at the Abdulkwai Centre since 2015. Today, she faces any challenges that come her way, and, by doing so, she 
tries to make seeking help more of a normal occurrence in her community.  

“The biggest challenge I face as is that people still don’t understand the nature of our work. They don’t seek our help because 
they are worried about the associated shame or that people will accuse them of being crazy. But things are improving from 
what they used to be, and people are starting to see the importance of psychological support,” said Roza. 

As a counsellor who strongly believes in the links between physical and mental well-being, Roza feels COVID-19 has added 
a new layer of complexity to working in Yemen. “With the COVID-19 outbreak, fear has become the real enemy. I had so 
many cases coming to me terrified and panicked by the possibility of losing their lives. Panic is setting into the community, 

Roza at her desk in the health centre where she works in Aden ©IOM 2020

30%
Target 

Reached

Migrants Assisted

3,452 Migrants received 
humanitarian assistance

63%
Target 

Reached

Protection Screening

1,314 Protection 
screening interviews

IN FOCUS: OVERCOMING LOSS TO SERVE OTHERS, A YEMENI COUNSELLOR’S JOURNEY 

migrants stranded in Yemen is ongoing and through IOM migrant response points and mobile teams, 3,452 migrants in 
Aden, Marib and Sana’a received food, water and relief items (such as clothing, hygiene kits, snacks and water) this month. 
IOM began the first phase of a cash-for-work Programme cleaning campaign in Aden and, with the support of the health 
team, screened 1,656 registered migrants who will participate for their fitness-to-work and provided them with personal 
protective equipment (PPE). 

which affects physical and mental well-being,” she said. 
“To stop the virus from spreading, we need to maintain 
a physical distance. Yet at the same time, we need to 
show empathy to the people we are working with. This 
is a real struggle,” said Roza, describing the direct impact 
of COVID-19 on her work. 

“My message to the world is to stay positive. In life, we 
can feel sad, stressed or worried because there is no 
perfect life but that is just the law of life. We need to 
accept that and not only focus on the negatives. If we 
keep doing so, the pain will continue. We should look for 
something good in our lives and stand up for ourselves. 
Even if you just make one-person smile, it will be worth 
it,” concluded Roza.  
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

Emergency WASH interventions, such as water 
trucking, hygiene promotion and community 
mobilizer trainings have been key in responding 
to the COVID-19 pandemic at the community 
level. In Aden, Taizz, Abyan, Ibb, and Marib, 
IOM conducted 247 house-to-house visits 
to raise awareness on COVID-19, reaching 
approximately 4,045 people in August. IOM 
water trucking activities continued in IDP 
hosting sites, with over 34,137 individuals 
benefitting from 9,165,100 litres of safe water 
in Taizz, Ibb, Al Hudaydah and Marib. To further 
assist conflict-affected and displaced households 
with access to water, IOM provided 1,383 family 
tanks to IDPs living in sites in Taizz and Marib. The 
rehabilitation and augmentation of Al Nashmah 
water site in Taizz was completed, benefitting 
around 25,000 beneficiaries with improved 
access to water. In August, the construction of 
224 family latrines were completed, benefiting 
1,568 individuals in three IDP hosting sites in 
Sirwah and Marib city.
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WASH Supplies

Hygiene kit distributions (5,550)

Soap (59,192)

LLINs (8,255)

Jerry cans (815)

Latrines (230)

Distribution of WASH Supplies
health

54%
Target 

Reached

People supported with 
improved sanitation services

3,666 People supported

health

74%
Target 

Reached

People supported with 
improved access to water

38,412 People supported

IOM hygiene team distributing hygiene kits for displaced people to help them 
prevent and protect from COVID-19 in Taizz ©IOM 2020
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IOM continued to conduct COVID-19 risk communication and community engagement 
through loudspeakers, posters and banners, covering the main streets and public places 
in Seyiun, Tarim, Shibam, Alqatin and Sah districts of Hadramout governorate, indirectly 
reaching the majority of the estimated 504,543 individuals living in these five locations.  
Community-based response activities to COVID-19 were ongoing in Wadi Hadramaut, 
including the production of 50,000 face masks and 1,000 litres (10,000 bottles) of 
hand sanitizer, in partnership with the Faculty of Pharmacy, Faculty of Medicine at 
the University of Hadramaut. The sanitizers and masks produced will be distributed 
in public and congested places, including health facilities, IDP hosting sites, education 
facilities and courts. 

The transition and recovery, CCCM and protection teams are coordinating an upcoming 
Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance (MPCA) intervention to support 2,000 IDPs and 700 
host community members in Marib governorate. Discussions with local authorities 
have been conducted to determine target locations where populations are facing high 
vulnerability and beneficiary registration commenced in August. The construction of 
the medical warehouse for the Ministry of Public Health and Population (MoPHP) in 
Marib and the quarantine centre in Al Jufainah IDP camp were completed.

TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

health

10%
Target 

Reached

Public infrastructures 
constructed

2 Infrastructures 
constructed

504,543 People 
reached with COVID-19 

awareness raising

IOM produces hand sanitisers at a lab in Al Mukalla ©IOM 2020
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Find all DTM reports on displacement and migration here. 

IOM YEMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN AUGUST 2020 WERE SUPPORTED BY

Migrant Arrivals in Yemen 2019 & 2020

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)

IOM Rapid Displacement Tracking activities have continued in 12 governorates where 
IOM has access, tracking 2,935 HHs displaced in August alone, mainly from Al Hudaydah, 
Al Jawf, Marib, Al Bayda, and Al Dhale'e governorates. In total, 20,812 HHs have been 
displaced so far in 2020, with the number of estimated 1,545 HHs citing COVID-19 
fears as the reason for leaving governorates such as Aden and Lahj remaining stable. IOM 
teams continue to monitor countrywide COVID-19 movement restrictions. Between 
July and August, three of five international airports were opened to facilitate the return 
of stranded Yemenis from abroad and humanitarian staff. Two of these three airports, 
15 sea border points, and three land border points are partially open for movements. 
During the month of August, no Yemeni returnees were recorded from the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia (KSA) or other locations. Migrant arrivals to Yemen have also continued 
to decline as a result of COVID-19 border restrictions in Yemen, Djibouti and Somalia. 
Approximately 316 new migrants (87% Ethiopian and 17% Somali) entered Yemen in 
August through Lahj and Shabwah. Migrant arrivals in August 2020 are almost 12 times 
less than arrivals recorded in August 2019 (3,653).   

2,935 Households 
displaced due to conflict  

316 Migrant arrivals 

Total Displacement in 2020

2019

2020

Arrivals down 
by 86% 

August

20,812 HHs

https://dtm.iom.int/yemen

