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The COVID-19 outbreak is taking an enormous toll on Yemen’s health system and the already vulnerable population: seventy 
per cent of Yemen’s population lack access to soap, 60 per cent not having access to enough water. Hadramaut, Aden and 
Taizz governorates continued to report the highest number of cases in June. However, testing capacity remains extremely 
limited and there only six COVID-19 laboratories across the country. Few community level suppression measures are being 
implemented while treatment is not widely available and perceived risks related to seeking health care is contributing to 
delayed treatment and high mortality rates. 

In this context, humanitarian needs are further exacerbated while the conflict remains volatile as clashes continue, for 
example, in Marib. Internally displaced persons (IDPs) in IOM-supported sites across Ibb, Taizz and Marib reported concerns 
around increased restrictions on access to medical facilities and employment opportunities. Through the Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM), IOM has recorded new population movements as a result of COVID-19, with more than 550 
people citing COVID-19 as a reason for leaving affected areas in Aden and Lahj to locations in Lahj, Al Dhale and Abyan.

Migrants stranded in Yemen are being impacted by acts of xenophobia, movement restrictions, arbitrary arrests, detention 
and forced transfers to locations where they lack access to food, water, shelter and health care. In Aden city, IOM has 
observed a marked increase in the number of stranded migrants, as a result of movement restrictions and forced transfers 
from northern to southern governorates, living in dire conditions. Local security actors this month also rounded up and 
arrested groups of migrants in Aden and Marib—an estimated 1,500 in total. 

IOM continues to scale up humanitarian and COVID-19 response activities where it has access. Advocacy for the facilitation 
of IOM’s Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) programme is ongoing at the regional level, recognizing that many migrants 
in Yemen require this as a lifesaving solution to the perilous conditions. Alongside multi-sectoral humanitarian activities, 
COVID-19 prevention and response efforts, focused on risk communication and community engagement (RCCE), infection 
prevention and control (IPC) and case management and continuity, are ongoing in IDP and migrant hosting sites as well 
as in the host community. IOM activities, particularly in the north of the country, continue to be constrained due to 
ongoing restrictions on, and interference in, programming. In other parts of the country, the unpredictable security situation 
continues to pose some challenges, and challenges with the Executive Unit, the body responsible for coordinating activities 
in the south, forced the temporary suspension of some CCCM activities in June.
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A migrant woman carries some blankets that she received from IOM 
at a distribution about 100 KM outside Marib city ©IOM 2020
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HEALTH

IOM has been focused on maintaining primary and secondary health services across 
32 fixed public health facilities across 9 governorates. Through these facilities, IOM has 
scaled up COVID-19 risk communication while ensuring conflict-affected communities 
have access to cholera treatment, primary health care, mental health and psychosocial 
support as well as minor and major surgeries. IOM also provides health care and 
COVID-19 messaging to vulnerable migrants and IDPs through nine outreach teams 
across Lahj, Shabwah, Marib and Sa’ada. With the increased stigmatization of migrants 
as carriers of COVID-19, their access to health services has increasingly become 
limited, and some health facilities do not accept migrant patients. IOM is navigating 
these issues by helping facilitate referrals and covering associated costs, ensuring that 
migrants receive the care that they need. IOM is working closely with the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the Ministry of Public Health and Population (MoPHP) to 
scale up community-based COVID-19 response efforts and increase Yemen’s capacity 
to respond to the outbreak. IOM’s COVID-19 isolation and treatment centre in Marib, 
running in coordination with the MoPHP, continued to operate at full capacity during 
the month of June. Two quarantine centres are also being established in the largest IDP 
hosting sites in Marib, to ensure that IDPs living in conditions where isolation procedures 
are not always possible are able to quarantine. With only six COVID-19 laboratories 
across the country, IOM is launching efforts to establish additional COVID-19 testing 
capacity for humanitarian workers, health workers and vulnerable groups, starting in 
Aden and moving into Marib where there is no testing capacity. 

A doctor carries out nalnurishment checks during a consultation with a child in an IOM-supported health centre in Aden ©IOM 2020
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IOM CCCM efforts to coordinate an integrated response to the needs of newly displaced 
households in Marib helped ensure that 9,320 IDP HHs received multi-sectoral support 
(93% of estimated caseload). As the COVID-19 outbreak places additional pressure on 
public services and with the risk of transmission being especially high in IDP hosting sites, 
CCCM teams continue to scale up RCCE and IPC activities in displacement sites, working with 
partners to map out available health and basic services and carry out household level surveys 
to identify persons at high risk. RCCE activities, carried out by IOM community mobilizers, 
field staff and partners in Ibb and Marib have reached 5,130 IDPs in IOM-supported sites since 
the outbreak. The team also supported the installation of nearly 200 hand washing points in 
IOM-supported IDP hosting sites in Ibb and Taizz, and, in Marib and Ibb, the CCCM team is 
supporting 134 women to sew facemasks for site residents.

So far, household level surveys to identify persons at high risk for COVID-19 have been 

CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

IOM and partner hygiene promoters prepare to carry out COVID-19 awareness raising sessions in displacement sites in Marib ©IOM 2020

13,328 IDP households 
living in 64 IOM-supported 

IDP hosting sites 

4,856 HHs in 50 IDP sites 
provided with COVID-19 

awareness sessions

conducted in 28 IDP sites in Marib city, Marib Al Wadi and Sirwah districts, reaching 4,677 HHs. IDP community consultations 
on community shielding approaches were carried out in Marib and shed light on the various stigmas associated with COVID-19. 
These efforts are being complemented by community engagement initiatives that aim to ascertain the feasibility of COVID-19 
prevention measures and assess barriers to referrals and response, while updating service mapping and referral pathways.

IOM CCCM activities in southern governorates continued to be impacted by the Executive Unit’s suspension of IOM activities. 
This especially limited IOM’s access to IDP sites in southern Taizz, pausing RCCE, flood risk reduction, fire safety and mask 
making support activities in Taizz. In Marib, fire safety campaigns have been allowed to continue in 11 IDP sites, reaching 124 
households, while flood risk reduction activities also continued in Al Jufainah camp. 
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SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) 

As part of emergency preparedness and response efforts under the S-NFI common pipeline (managed by IOM and the 
Danish Refugee Council), emergency shelter kits (ESKs), family tents, NFIs and hygiene kits (HK) were prepositioned across the 
country during June to meet the emergency needs of more than 10,000 HHs. Emergency response activities also continued 
this month, as already vulnerable communities continue to be impacted by natural disasters and conflict. In response to recent 
flooding and new displacements, IOM distributed 2,902 emergency shelter kits in Aden, Hajjah and Al Hudaydah. IOM cash-
based interventions for shelter and NFI supported displaced families whose shelters were damaged by recent rain and floods, 
with 1,595 families in four sites across Marib City and Sirwah districts receiving the first cash instalment, and bringing the total 
number of flood affected families supported 3,950. Through the Rapid Response Mechanism, which IOM co-leads with UNFPA, 
IOM disbursed multi-purpose cash assistance to 1,074 households in Marib. To ensure IDPs are equipped with the knowledge 
and tools to maintain living conditions, a technical training on shelter maintenance and improvement was also provided for 34 
IDPs in four IDP sites in Marib City. 
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

IOM WASH emergency and post-emergency interventions are being adapted to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic by 
increasing communal and family water storage capacity and the volume of water distributed by truck per person to 25L/day; 
scaling up RCCE activities by adapting hygiene promotion and COVID-19 messages; training new community mobilizers and 
WASH team members; and increasing the number of volunteer community supervisors responsible for monitoring free residual 
chlorine in the water and disinfecting water infrastructures for community use. The team is also working with the Yemen 
WASH Cluster Strategic Advisory Group to develop technical guidance on COVID-19 and continues to coordinate WASH 
activities in Marib as the sub national cluster lead.

In addition to hygiene promotion activities and as part of IPC activities, 300 handwashing stations are being installed in IOM-
supported IDP sites; so far 45 stands have been installed in Ibb. Finally, recognizing that ensuring safe and sustainable access to 
water is especially critical during this time, and IOM is moving forward with water system rehabilitation activities in Taizz, Abyan, 
Lahj and Shabwah governorates, to support 69,900 households. 

An IOM hygiene kit distribution at a displacement site in Lahj ©IOM 2020
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IN FOCUS: EMERGENCY WATER TRUCKING

“Before we fled Jabal Habashy district in Taizz governorate, we lived in a house and we had farm animals, which 
meant that we could make a good living,” said Alhan, a 28-year-old single mother currently displaced in Al Beerain 
displacement site, located in Taizz governorate’s Al Ma’afer district. 

When fighting reached their doorstep three years ago, Alhan and her children, parents and siblings had to leave 
their home to travel over 26 kilometres to safety. Deserted by her husband, Alhan now provides for her four young 
daughters alone by selling clothes in villages near the displacement site. 

A major lack of water was plaguing Al Beerain displacement site residents, leading to health and sanitation concerns 
for the community, including the spread of cholera and COVID-19.

The closest water source was a farm well about a two-hour walk away. Each day, Alhan had to make the long 
journey, only to then stand in a queue for another few hours waiting to fill their 20-litre jerry cans and then carry 
it back to the displacement site. Sometimes, she would arrive at the well only to find that she could not collect any 
water, as occasionally the well would close during the dry seasons, and other times it was closed due to people 
fighting over the limited water supply. 

Alhan described her exhausting daily routine: “I sell clothes for a merchant and receive a daily wage. My day would 
start by leaving my daughters at the site and taking a ride to the merchant’s store in Al Nashmah city. I choose the 
pieces I will sell, then I take another ride to nearby cities to sell the clothes. I would go home around 1 pm and start 
cooking food for my daughters. Then I would go fetch water and be gone until 5 pm or 6 pm. I had been doing this 
for three years in a row.”

IOM responded to Al Beerain displacement site’s water needs and began trucking water to seven water points 
across the site, giving nearly 225 families easy and safe access to water. This not only solved the water problem, it 
also helped create peace among the residents.

Ayoob Zabl is a Roving Field Engineer with IOM Aden. He explained: “The well in the farm used to function only 
for a couple of hours a day, resulting in many conflicts between people over water, and fetching water was so time 
and energy consuming for the displaced people. Now that they have seven water points, things have greatly changed 
and there are no more conflicts among people.” 

With water now available, Alhan can spend more time with her daughters, taking good care of them. She was also 
able to buy a cow, which is now seven months’ pregnant and in good health.

“We cannot survive without water, and we always pray that the water support continues. We feel happy that we 
have water, and it feels more like home now,” said Alhan.

Alhan stands in front of her shelter make 
of mud and fabric ©IOM 2020

Alhan cooks dinner for her young children after a long 
day working and collecting water ©IOM 2020
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With remittances significantly reduced due to the COVID-19 pandemic and purchasing power 
being limited, the economic impacts of COVID-19 are already having destabilizing effects on 
communities. To alleviate the burden on already vulnerable communities, IOM is scaling up 
activities that aim to reduce further competition for limited resources and create livelihood 
opportunities. In Marib and Hadramaut governorates, IOM in partnership with implementing 
partners carried out cash for work. IOM is also kickstarting additional activities to produce 
and distribute face masks and hand sanitizers, train and mobilize community health volunteers, 
distribute IEC materials and hold training sessions for community leaders and educators on 
COVID-19 risks and mitigation measures in Hadramaut. Finally, support to the education 
sector is ongoing through projects centred on school rehabilitation and teacher training. In 
Marib, a site has been identified and a primary school is being constructed in coordination 
with the Marib Office of Education. 

TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

670 Cash for work 
beneficiaries 

PROTECTION

IOM provided relief items such as clothing, hygiene kits, snacks and water to 4,398 
migrants in Aden, Marib and Sana’a through IOM migrant response points, mobile 
teams and foster families. In Marib, the protection team is also working alongside 
CCCM and health teams to mainstream protection across IOM’s response, along with 
launching community shielding approaches in IDP and migrant hosting sites. So far, eight 
community shielding areas have been established for migrants in Marib, to allow for 
COVID-19 cases to be isolated and receive dedicated support. Sixty-nine IDPs were 
identified as vulnerable and provided with emergency shelter, NFIs, and health referrals. 
In Aden, a multi-sector response to increase assistance for the over 4,000 migrants 
stranded in the governorate is being planned. Awareness raising activities on COVID-19 
prevention and protection are ongoing in Aden and Marib communities, reaching 1,491 
migrants and Yemeni nationals in June. 
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A migrant woman reads a COVID-19 awareness poster during a hygiene promotion session outside Marib ©IOM 2020

575 Vocational training 
beneficiaries
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Find all DTM reports on displacement and migration here 

IOM YEMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN JUNE 2020 WERE SUPPORTED BY

MIGRANT ARRIVALS IN YEMEN

18,904
ARRIVALS

2019

2020

1,195
ARRIVALS

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)

IOM DTM teams recorded 2,343 new displacements (households) in June 2020, in governorates 
where the Organization has access in terms of data collection. Close to 30 per cent of these 
displacements were as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak in Aden (429) and Lahj (125), 
with IDPs leaving districts in these locations to areas such as Lahj, Al Dhale and Abyan. While 
Rapid Displacement Tracking activities continue in 12 governorates, the Multi-Cluster Location 
Assessment remains suspended due to data collection concerns related to COVID-19, and 
IOM is working with authorities to on potential alternatives for safe data collection activities 
moving forward. COVID-19 movement restrictions remained in place across the country, with 
five international airports, 13 sea border points and three land border points closed to civilian 

2,343 Households 
displaced due to conflict 
and COVID-19 in June

movements, and 10 transit points active in Taizz and Al Bayda. Of the five closed airports, three have been opened to 
humanitarian flights and returning Yemeni nationals. Although some Yemeni returnees arrived through Hadramaut in May, no 
arrivals were recorded DTM flow monitoring team through this border crossing point in June. Approximately 259 Yemeni 
nationals returned from Djibouti, arriving in Lahj, a route typically used by migrants from the Horn of Africa. At the same 
time, for the fifth month in a row, migrant arrivals into Yemen are at a record low due to COVID-19 restrictions in departure 
countries, Somalia and Djibouti, and in Yemen. In June 2020, migrant arrivals were down by 93 per cent, when compared to 
arrivals during June 2019; 749 migrants arrived in Yemen, mainly departing from Somalia.
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