
 

 IOM LAO PEOPLE ’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC  
COVID-19 SITUATION REPORT #12  

Population:  7.3 million 

Urban Population: 35.7% 

Population Density: 32 people/ km2 

Age Structure: 

International Airports: 5 

Points of Entry (PoEs): 29 

*all border checkpoints remain closed 

Migration Status 

No. of Foreigners in country: 48,275 
No. of Laotians abroad: 198,841 
No. of Lao migrants who returned from 
Thailand: 284,180* 
*Source: The official statistics of the Immigration Bureau of 
Thailand (As of May 2021). 

COVID-19 Situation in Lao PDR: 

5,434 confirmed, 2,931 recovered, 6 
deaths 
Quarantine & Isolation Facilities: 57 
People in Quarantine facilities: 9,173 
Source: Centre of Information and Education for Health  

June & July 

2021 

KEY FACTS 

IOM staff providing direct assistance packs to QC management at 27KM Quarantine Centre, Vientiane Capital. 

Vientiane Capital 

Saravan 

IOM LAO PEOPLE’S DECMOCRATIC REPUBLIC / JUNE & JULY 

Khammuan 

Champasack 

*as of  29 July 2021 

TOP 5 PROVINCES WITH NEW IMPORTED CASES 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused more than 195 million confirmed cases and 
over 4 million deaths around the globe since 16 January 2020. The outbreak has 
caused unprecedented impacts on human mobility, leaving migrants and mobile 
populations among the most vulnerable. 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic has been faced with a second wave of COVID-19 
outbreak in April 2021. The increase in cases started in mid-April where communities 
carried out celebration and cultural activities for Lao Pi Mai and Thai Songkran. 
Irregular crossings near the Lao-Thai borders led to the import of undetected cases, 
which sparked off community transmission across provinces. As of July 2021, the 
number of COVID-19 community transmission cases have decreased. However, the 
country is still at risk because Lao PDR’s neighbouring countries are facing a new 
wave of the outbreak, which caused a high number of migrant workers returning, and 
some of the recently imported cases containing the COVID-19 Delta variant. 
Therefore, the Lao government have extended the lockdown restrictions from 20 July 
to 3 August, while easing some measures.  

International, local and traditional Points of Entry (PoEs) nation-wide remain closed, 
except for designated PoEs that are approved to open for logistics purposes. Lao 
migrant workers and nationals are allowed to return via international PoEs and there 
will be no penalty for returnees with irregular status if they return through official 
PoEs.  

Since 27 January, the country’s COVID-19 vaccines has been rolled out to priority 
groups and the general population. As of 28 July, over 1 million people have received 
the first dose of vaccine against COVID-19, while over 850 thousand people have 
been fully vaccinated with two doses. 

COMING HOME DURING COVID-19: The Story of a 
Returning Migrant 
Joi (Alias), 24, a migrant who recently returned to Lao PDR, describes his 
experience working in Thailand for almost 10 years: 

“Since our family had no money, my mother took me with her to work in 
Thailand when I was 14 years old. It’s been almost 10 years now and my most 
recent job in Thailand was to make fish balls for a living. I decided to return to 
Lao PDR because I am afraid that my 4-month-old baby will be affected by 
COVID-19.  Read more here. 

IOM staff providing safe migration orientation to migrants at 
community, Vientiane Capital.  

Savannakhet 

https://fb.watch/v/1Sp0tRNVJ/
https://datastudio.google.com/u/0/reporting/3f8f8056-09e8-4043-b88c-663effc8066d/page/gwOFC?s=kctisHVzpas&fbclid=IwAR3vzpm_ze59GjPomBU5qNbCObYt6aGNXBCgelbgJ4yBT5KTzhH6PL8IutM
https://www.facebook.com/IOM.Laos.int/posts/4358860204124033


RISK COMMUNICATION &  
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

POINTS OF ENTRY (PoEs) 

COVID-19 RESPONSE ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED IN JUNE AND JULY, 2021 

IOM staffs observing facilities upgrade, Lao PDR -Thailand Friendship Bridge I.  

 

− Provided 4,000 direct assistance packs as part of our monthly 
support to Quarantine centres in Vientiane Capital and 
Savannakhet province. This consists of non-food items (NFI), 
information materials for migrants, and cleaning supplies for 
the Quarantine Centre management. 

− Continued to provide safe migration orientation to returned 
migrants at Quarantine Centres in Vientiane Capital, 
Savannakhet province, and Champasak province. 

− Distributed Information, Education and Communication (IEC) 
materials to inform returned migrants on safe migration, 
counter-trafficking, vaccine information, and COVID-19 
prevention at Quarantine Centres in Vientiane Capital and 
Savannakhet Province. 

SURVEILLANCE 

IOM staff joined World Food Programme (WFP) to assist data collection on the 
Post Needs Assessment Survey in Xayaboury Province. 

COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIP 

IOM and Swiss Red Cross discussing with QC management, 27KM Quarantine Centre. 

− Provided 9 tablets to WHO and the Ministry of Health to 
collect samples at specimen collection sites for the general 
public and the 27KM quarantine center for Lao returnees. This 
was done to meet the increased number of specimen 
collection sites and the subsequent quantity of samples. 

− Conducted a visit to the 27KM QC with the Swiss Red Cross, 
where discussions were held regarding medium to long term 
needs and the potential collaborative support from the 
organizations for returnee migrants. 

− Coordinated and supported 12 Lao migrant workers who were 
stranded in Malaysia to return to Lao PDR. 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION  

IN LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC  

3rd Floor UN House, Lane Xang Avenue, P.O. Box 345 Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR 

+856 21 267 734 

iomlaopdr@iom.int 

IOM’S COVID-19 RESPONSE IS SUPPORTED BY... 

IOM with Swiss Red Cross handing over direct assistance packs to QC management to at 
27KM Quarantine Centre, Vientiane Capital. 

− Finalized the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for frontline 

officials managing PoEs during health emergencies. It formalizes 

the process for frontline officials to facilitate returning migrant’s 

travel from PoE to Quarantine Centres. The SOP will be 

disseminated in early August. 

− Produced 6500 pieces of Information, Education and 

Communication (IEC) materials in Lao and English with 

information on the latest border measures, the COVID-19 

vaccine, and important contacts. This was handed over to the 

Department of Immigration to be distributed to immigration 

officials and migrants traveling through PoEs. 

− Supported the Regional Office to conduct a qualitative survey 
on the socio-economic impact of COVID-19 on migrants 
working in Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar and Lao PDR, through 
12 phone interviews with 4 employers and 8 returning migrants 
based in Vientiane Capital and Champasak Province. 

− An IOM operations assistant joined the World Food Programme 
(WFP) to assist the data collection on the Post Needs 
Assessment Survey in Xayaboury Province with 427 households 
interviews conducted in the Ngeun, Phieng, Xayaboury and 
Hongsa districts.  

− Launched the Socio-economic Impacts of COVID-19 on Migrant 
Workers in Lao PDR data collection programme in Champasak 
province, Savvankhet province and Vientiane Capital. 12 
enumerators received training on conducting the quantitative 
survey. Currently, 74 interviews have been conducted via 
telephone due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

https://www.facebook.com/IOM.Laos.int
https://twitter.com/IOM_Laos
https://ropretoria.iom.int/sites/ropretoria/files/SOP%20COVID%2019%20Response%20-%20Info%20sheet.pdf

