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Population:  7.1 million 

Urban Population: 33% 

Population Density: 27 people/ km2 

Age Structure: 

International Airports: 4 

Points of Entry (PoEs): 107 

*all border checkpoints remain closed 

Migration Status 

No. of Foreigners in country: 48,275 

No. of Laotians abroad: 483,021 

COVID-19 Situation in Lao PDR: 

20 confirmed, 19 recovered, 0 death. 

Quarantine & Isolation Facilities: 54 

People in Quarantine facilities: 2,813 

July 2020 

KEY FACTS 

SITUATION OVERVIEW 
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused more than 16 million confirmed cases, and 
over 655,000 deaths around the globe since 16 January 2020. The outbreak has 
caused unprecedented impacts on human mobility and leave migrants and mobile 
populations among the most vulnerable as they often lack access to social security. 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic confirmed its 20th case on 23 July 2020 after 102 
days without new infection. The 20th patient is a Korean national who arrived at 
Vientiane Capital on 18 July 2020 for work purpose. All individuals who had contact 
with the patient have been identified and placed under quarantine. 

Lao Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare (MoLSW) have started rolling out  
unemployment compensation for eligible applicants. The Lao Social Security 
Organization (LSS) has received over 9,000 workers profiles for consideration 
submitted by 140 private companies. Among them, over 3,000 workers’ profiles 
have been approved for receiving the subsidy and the payment is in progress. 

While the Royal Thai Government extended the State of Emergency until the end of 
August, more businesses in Thailand have resumed operations under the new 
normal. On the week of 20 July 2020, the Thailand Centre for COVID-19 Situation 
Administration (CCSA) announced the relaxation of re-entry requirements for 
Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Myanmar (CLM) migrant workers 
under the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) arrangement. CSSA estimated 
that around 111,000 CLM migrant workers will be allowed re-entry to Thailand. 

A RETURNING MIGRANT STORY 

Nong (alias) has just recently returned to Lao People’s Democratic Republic with her 
brother Kham (alias) and sister-in-law Pa (alias). Despite not wanting to travel during 
COVID-19, they had to come back for a family member’s funeral. 

“I feel a bit anxious during this quarantine time. Although our home is near this 
community quarantine place, staying at an empty temple scares me.” Nong said. 
The quarantine place has limited supplies. Migrants staying there mostly rely on 
family members to provide food, water, and other daily necessities.  

Nong also expressed concerns over mental health, as the family has to process the 
whole COVID-19 situation, pressure of quarantine, and their family member’s death. 
They felt pretty stressed out in the beginning, but with time and each other they 
were able to overcome the difficult time. 

IOM distributing direct assistance and infosheets for migrants  at a Quarantine Centre in Salavan province. 

17 cases 



PROPOSED RESPONSE AND ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTED DURING JULY, 2020 
Activities implemented are divided across 4 areas:  

COORDINATION AND PARTNERSHIP 

− Liaised and coordinated with relevant stakeholders to 
develop recommendations for the inclusion of migrants 
into national preparedness plans.  

− Ongoing monitoring and sharing on the situation of 
migrant workers returning from neighbouring countries. 

− Visited the Migrant Resource Centre (MRC) in 
Champasak and Sayabouly provinces to meet with MRC 
staff and assess how IOM can support the centre in 
assisting returning migrants. 

− Coordinated with the Lao Anti-Trafficking Department 
(ATD) and IOM Thailand on supporting the return of 21 
Laotians who fell victim to human-trafficking. 

 

RISK COMMUNICATION & COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT 

− Distributed a total of 25,750 copies of Information, 
Education, and Communication (IEC) materials on 
employment information, relieving mental stress during 
pandemic, dengue prevention, HIV/AIDS prevention, 
family planning, reproductive health, and COVID-19 
precautions to local communities, quarantine centres, 
and provincial government. 

− Handed over 48 loudspeakers with audio of safe 
migration and HIV/AIDS prevention to 48 village chiefs 
in four provinces. 

− Conducted safe migration community campaign in  six 
villages with high migration flow in Champasak and 
Salavan provinces, reaching 400 direct beneficiaries. 

− Distributed 700 direct assistance packs to returned 
migrants under quarantine in four provinces. 

− Interviewed 30 returned migrants and three members 
of quarantine management to better assess their needs. 

− The NO stigma radio script continues to be broadcast 
through UNDP’s community radio and Lao National 
Radio, reaching approximately 300,000 people weekly 
across five provinces including Oudomxay, Sekong, 
Salavan, Xayabouly, and Xieng Khouang. 

SURVEILLANCE 

− IOM supported the Skills Development and Employment 
Department (SDED), Ministry of Labour and Social 
Welfare (MoLSW) with developing its rapid assessment 
of returned migrant workers which is being conducted 
by SDED across all 18 provinces of Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic.  Migrants can register their 
information here -  http://www.lmi.gov.la/COVID19/
iframe.php 

POINTS OF ENTRY (POE) 

− IOM contributed to the global Displacement Tracking 
Matrix (DTM)/ Points of Entry (PoE) mapping exercise 
through providing weekly updates on mobility 
restrictions – accessible here - migration.iom.int 

− IOM met with UNODC and WHO to discuss the joint 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for frontline 
border officials at PoEs in response to COVID-19 
outbreak and joint trainings. 

− Conducted a half-day visit to Wattay International 
Airport for PoE flow mapping and met with airport 
authority after the confirmation of the 20th COVID-19 
case to better understand the needs of border officials. 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION  
IN LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC  
3rd Floor UN House,  
Lane Xang Avenue, P.O. Box 345  
Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR 

 

 
Telephone: +856 21 267 734 
Email: iomlaoscovidtaskforce@iom.int 

IOM’S COVID-19 RESPONSE IS SUPPORTED BY... 

IOM handing over loudspeakers to village chiefs in Champasack province. 


