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RECOVERED: 4,621

DEATHS: 55

SOMALIA
RECOVERED: 1,096
DEATHS: 92

KENYA
RECOVERED: 2,504
DEATHS: 167

UNITED REPUBLIC 
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RECOVERED: 183
DEATHS: 21BURUNDI

RECOVERED: 118
DEATHS: 1

RWANDA
RECOVERED: 595
DEATHS: 3
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RECOVERED: 904
DEATHS: 0

SOUTH SUDAN
RECOVERED: 954
DEATHS: 40

ERITREA
RECOVERED: 56

DEATHS: 0

ETHIOPIA
RECOVERED: 2,430

DEATHS: 103

DISCLAIMER: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply 
judgment of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM.

89,981 
Migrant Movements observed (DTM, 
May 2020) (70% reduction compared 
to May 2019)

1,195 
Migrant arrivals in Yemen from the 
Horn (DTM, May 2020) (94% reduction 
compared to May 2019)

6.3M
IDPs (May 2020 – DTM, 
OCHA)
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EHoA SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The number of COVID-19 cases in East & Horn of Africa continues to rise, with the 
disease now infecting over 27,000 people. 

As of July 8, the number of positive COVID-19 cases in the region stands at 27,159. 
321 new cases have been reported in the last day with most new cases reported in 
Kenya (183 daily increase 2.3%), followed by Rwanda (59 daily increase 5.3%), Djibouti 
(56 daily increase 1.2%) and Somalia (9 daily increase 0.3%). Kenya remains the country 
with the highest number of confirmed cases in the region at 8,250 (30.4% of total 
case), followed by Ethiopia 5,846 (21.5%), and Djibouti 4,878 (18.0%). 

Migrants, including Internally Displaced Persons (IPDs), and similar vulnerable groups 
are likely to be disproportionately affected by the impact of COVID-19, compared 
to regular citizens. The migratory routes undertaken, and displacement settings by 
nature are more exposed to the conditions for spreading the disease. This is due 
to the often poorer and makeshift living conditions in which these groups find 
themselves, overcrowding, an over-representation of pre-existing health conditions, 
and poor water and sanitation facilities. Migrants and similar groups often do not have 
access to national public health services and may not feature in government response 
plans. The economic and financial impact of COVID-19 which has led to widespread 
border closures and movement restrictions across the region is set to be particularly 
devastating for these communities, many of whom rely on mobility to find work, 
income and do business. Even in light of the recently announced planned easing of 
some mobility restrictions, lockdowns and curfews in the region, migrants and similar 
groups may not be able to observe some of the strict government measures that might 
be put in place to go along, such as social distancing, and the wearing of masks.

Thousands of migrants still remain stranded along migratory routes in the region. A 
large number are in isolation and quarantine facilities across the region, many in need of 
testing, access to medical care, non-food items and having other essential basic needs 
met. 

Migrants are also disproportionately at risk of experiencing stigma, xenophobia, and 
being blamed for COVID-19. There is evidence that some migrants have faced threats. 
The needs of these groups include access to medical care, testing for COVID-19, 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), food, water, hygiene, sanitation kits and facilities, 
and psycho-social support and counselling.

IOM is supporting governments throughout the region respond to COVID-19 in the 
areas of risk communication, disease surveillance, infection prevention and control, 
case management, at ‘Points of Entry’ (PoEs), procurement and logistics, among other 
areas. 

Thousands of 
migrants still remain 
stranded along 
migratory routes in 
the region.

Migrants are also 
disproportionately 
at risk of 
experiencing stigma, 
xenophobia, and 
being blamed for 
COVID-19.

Funding Requirement: $71.6M

Funding Received: 57%

Migrants and similar 
groups often do 
not have access 
to national public 
health services, and 
may not feature 
in government 
response plans.
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Partnerships and Coordination

In South Sudan, IOM is in partnership with the government and other partners on 
a ‘Needs Analysis Working Group’ (NAWG), a key platform providing COVID-19 
response decision-makers with data and analysis on impact and needs of IDPs and 
other groups. IOM also participated in the review of key messages and development 
of COVID-19 information, education, and communication materials for the Risk 
Communication and Community Engagement Technical Working Group. IOM Burundi 
is providing training on COVID-19 prevention to 90 staff stationed at ‘Points of Entry’ 
(PoEs) on the borders with the Democratic Republic of Congo, the United Republic of 
Tanzania, and Rwanda, in coordination with the Ministry of Health. IOM Djibouti has 
deployed an expert to the Ministry of Health to help build co-ordination among the 
various partners involved in responding to the infection.

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

Over 93,000 individuals were reached with key messages on COVID-19 including signs 
and symptoms and prevention measures by IOM in South Sudan.  Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support teams also carried out 49 awareness raising activities reaching over 
5,500 IDPs. IOM Rwanda has reached over 600,000 people in border communities with 
COVID-19 awareness and trained members of the cross-border traders association, 
many of them women, to conduct peer to peer awareness raising activities. Over 9,000 
migrants and members of the host community have been reached with COVID-19 
awareness messages by IOM Djibouti. 15 hand washing stations in some of the busiest 
areas in the capital have been installed. IOM Ethiopia has reached over 88,000 people 
with door-to-door COVID-19 information and awareness campaigns, using mobile van 
messaging. Over 6,000 people have been reached through jerry can distribution and 
cleaning activities. IOM has also trained 15 religious leaders on disease awareness.    

Disease Surveillance 

IOM Burundi has prepared a ‘Points of Control’ (PoC) plan on exit and entry roads 
in the capital to support the government’s COVID-19 response. IOM Ethiopia is 
supporting the government in over 50 quarantine centres on disease surveillance. 

IOM COUNTRY  RESPONSE

IOM Burundi is 
providing training 
on COVID-19 
prevention to 90 
staff stationed at 
‘Points of Entry’ 
(PoEs).

IOM is advocating for migrants, including IDPs and similar groups to be included in 
government response to fight COVID-19. IOM has launched a regional appeal for 
East & Horn of Africa for $71.6M in April 2020, to meet the many needs of these 
communities. So far 57% of the required funds have been received. 

A link to the appeal can be found here; https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-
and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19

Over 93,000 
individuals were 
reached with 
key messages on 
COVID-19 including 
signs and symptoms 
and prevention 
measures by IOM in 
South Sudan.

Over 9,000 migrants 
and members of the 
host community have 
been reached with 
COVID-19 awareness 
messages by IOM 
Djibouti.

IOM Ethiopia has 
reached over 88,000 
people with door-
to-door COVID-19 
information and 
awareness campaigns, 
using mobile van 
messaging.

https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19
https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19
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It has registered over 200 migrant returnees, provided hygiene facilities and items, 
such as handwashing stations, sanitizers and soap. IOM has also provided medicine to 
quarantine facilities, distributed food and water, assisted with transportation home for 
migrants leaving quarantine. IOM Uganda is planning to support COVID-19 screening 
and surveillance at PoEs, especially including Entebbe International Airport when it 
reopens. 

National Laboratory Systems 

IOM Kenya received authorization from the Ministry of Health to provide COVID-19 
testing services. 

Infection Prevention and Control 

IOM Somalia has reached 30,000 people with hygiene promotion activities and 
established 10 handwashing points. Over 300 households in one area have been provided 
with soap and hygiene kits. IOM Tanzania has donated buckets for handwashing to 
various border crossing points and nearby health facilities in the island of Pemba.  

Case Management and Continuity of Essential Services

IOM Djibouti is assisting over 125 migrants in the government-led quarantine site in Ali 
Sabieh, and providing assistance to 43 vulnerable migrants in the Migration Response 
Centre (MRC) in Obock. IOM together with UNICEF and WFP is also assisting over 
100 migrants who recently arrived from Yemen with non-food items and hygiene kits 
as well as medical assistance. IOM Somalia is continuing to support 97 migrants who 
returned from Saudi Arabia by providing them with shelter, accommodation and other 
essential basic services, while 10 migrants have been assisted with transportation home. 
IOM has also reached 165 people with COVID-19 awareness information through two 
Migration Response Centres.

Logistics, Procurement and Supply Management

Over 37,000 people have been provided with access to critical water, sanitation and 
hygiene facilities (WASH) provided to three agencies by IOM in South Sudan. IOM is 
also procuring over 15 tons of critical WASH items to support COVID-19 response in 
logistics hubs in two areas of the country.   IOM Rwanda has provided 75 hand washing 
stations to UNHCR for distribution and installation in refugee camps.  

Protection

IOM Burundi has trained 31 members of the Protection Sector on Psychological First 
Aid (PFA) which included a component on help those affected by COVID-19.  

IOM Ethiopia is 
supporting the 
government in 
over 50 quarantine 
centres on disease 
surveillance. 

IOM together with 
UNICEF and WFP 
is also assisting over 
100 migrants who 
recently arrived 
from Yemen with 
non-food items and 
hygiene kits as well as 
medical assistance.

IOM Somalia has 
reached 30,000 
people with hygiene 
promotion activities 
and established 10 
handwashing points.

Over 37,000 people 
have been provided 
with access to critical 
water, sanitation 
and hygiene facilities 
(WASH) provided to 
three agencies by IOM 
in South Sudan.
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Camp Coordination and Camp Management

IOM South Sudan’s Camp Management (CM) is working closely with community 
leaders to increase community messaging and sensitization on COVID-19 security 
related issues and ‘Protection of Civlians’ (PoC) sites rules. IOM is also in discussions 
with Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) to use a site for COVID-19 screening. IOM 
Camp Management has also mobilized and trained 21 women in the production of 
reusable cloth face masks, as part of COVID-19 preparedness and response. Through 
this initiative, the team will support women in restoring their livelihoods, resilience and 
and self-reliance.

Displacement Tracking Matrix

IOM Burundi’s Data Tracking Matrix (DTM) continues flow monitoring data collection 
at the borders with Tanzania and Democratic Republic of Congo for COVID-19 
surveillance.  In Djibouti, IOM is collecting data at migrant sites across the country daily. 
Over 1,000 stranded Ethiopian migrants had been identified across 19 sites in Djibouti. 
Over 5,000 people including migrants and host community population were reached 
with COVID-19 awareness raising messages across six flow monitoring points. IOM 
in South Sudan continues to conduct weekly assessments on mobility and COVID-19 
preparedness at 19 displacement sites and 56 points of entry/transit hubs. IOM DTM 
and partners have been conducting and collating data on entries and exits at main 
displacement sites. DTM developed an additional multisectoral module on COVID-19 
to be deployed local administrations. The COVID-19 module includes indicators on 
population movements, access to services, risk communication, and protection. IOM 
is also gathering weekly updates on population movements at key transit points, areas 
and sites. The type of movement restrictions imposed, and ongoing response and 
needs around COVID-19. 

IOM Camp 
Management has 
also mobilized and 
trained 21 women 
in the production 
of reusable cloth 
face masks, as 
part of COVID-19 
preparedness and 
response.

Over 5,000 people 
including migrants 
and host community 
population were 
reached with 
COVID-19 awareness 
raising messages 
across six flow 
monitoring points.

IOM Kenya distributed Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) to staff at the National Influenza Centre Laboratory 
as part of the COVID-19 response. Photo: © IOM
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POINTS OF ENTRY & MOBILITY RESTRICTIONS
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Status of other border points Status of international flights*

International travel is allowed with 
mandatory quarantine for the arriving 
passengers.

The passengers from the certain 
COVID-19 a�ected countries are not 
allowed to enter the country while others 
need to go through the quarantine.

All international �ights are suspended.
" Partial closure

" Closed for entry and exit

" Unknown

" Open for entry and exit

"| Sea Border Point

"n Land Border Point

Disputed Areas

Countries East and Horn of Africa

*Details of the travel restriction can be found on 
IATA website: https://www.iata.org/

SOURCE: 
International Air Transport Association (IATA)
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

DATE: 2 July 2020

DISCLAIMER: These maps are for illustration 
purposes only. Names and boundaries do not imply 
o�cial endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

Travel Restrictions in the 
East and Horn of Africa Region

Regional Data Hub | RDH


