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EAST & HORN OF AFRICA COVID-19 
SITUATION REPORT - #20
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DJIBOUTI
RECOVERED: 5,273

DEATHS: 60

SOMALIA
RECOVERED: 2,443
DEATHS: 95

KENYA
RECOVERED: 19,055
DEATHS: 559

UNITED REPUBLIC 
OF TANZANIA
RECOVERED: 183
DEATHS: 21BURUNDI

RECOVERED: 336
DEATHS: 1

RWANDA
RECOVERED: 1,806
DEATHS: 15

UGANDA
RECOVERED: 1,268
DEATHS:26

SOUTH SUDAN
RECOVERED:1,290
DEATHS: 47

ERITREA
RECOVERED: 276

DEATHS: 0

ETHIOPIA
RECOVERED: 15,796

DEATHS: 709

DISCLAIMER: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply 
judgment of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM.

80,784 
Migrant Movements observed (DTM, 
July 2020) (73% reduction compared 
to July 2019)

579 
Migrant arrivals in Yemen from the 
Horn (DTM, July 2020) (94% reduction 
compared to July 2019)

6.3M
IDPs (July 2020 – DTM, 
OCHA)
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EHoA SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The number of people infected with COVID-19 in East and Horn of Africa is still 
increasing with the disease now infecting over 94,000 people. Migrants, including 
Internally Displaced Persons (IPDs), and similar vulnerable groups are more likely to be 
disproportionately affected by the impact of COVID-19, compared to non-migrants. 
Migratory routes and displacement settings by nature, are more exposed to conditions 
in which COVID-19 spreads. A lack of access to clean and sanitary conditions and 
environments, the poorer and makeshift overcrowded living circumstances in which 
these groups often find themselves, and an over-representation of pre-existing health 
issues, exacerbates the risk of exposure to the disease. Migrants and similar groups 
also often do not have access to national public health services, may not feature in 
government response plans, and may not have access to Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE), such as facemasks. Since many of these groups also rely on mobility to find work, 
do business, and find work, air, land and sea border closures and movement restrictions 
are set to be particularly devastating for migrants. Meanwhile, thousands of migrants in 
East and Horn of Africa remain stranded. Migrants are also disproportionately at risk 
of experiencing stigma, xenophobia, and being blamed for COVID-19. 

As of August 26, the number of positive COVID-19 cases in the region stands at 
94,971. 2,138 new cases have been reported in the last day with most new cases 
reported in Ethiopia (1,545 daily increase 3.7%), followed by Kenya (246 daily increase 
0.8%), Rwanda (231 daily increase 7.0%) and Uganda (98 daily increase 4.0%). Ethiopia 
remains the country with the highest number of confirmed cases in the region at 
43,688 (46.0% of total case), followed by Kenya 32,803 (34.5%), followed by Djibouti 
5,383 (5.7%).

IOM is supporting governments throughout the region respond to COVID-19 in the 
areas of risk communication, disease surveillance, infection prevention and control, 
case management, at ‘Points of Entry’ (PoEs), procurement and logistics, among other 
areas. IOM is advocating for migrants, including IDPs and similar groups to be included 
in government response to fight COVID-19. IOM has launched a regional appeal for 
East & Horn of Africa for $71.6M in April 2020, to meet the many needs of these 
communities. So far 68% of the required funds have been received. It has also launched 
a Regional Migrant Response Plan appeal for Horn of Africa and Yemen for migrants 
affected along the ‘Eastern Route’ from Africa – many of whom have been stranded 
trying to reach Saudi Arabia and the Gulf. 

A link to the appeal can be found here; https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-
and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19

Migratory 
routes and 
displacement 
settings by 
nature, are 
more exposed 
to conditions in 
which COVID-19 
spreads.

Migrants are also 
disproportionately 
at risk of 
experiencing 
stigma, 
xenophobia, and 
being blamed for 
COVID-19. 

https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19
https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19


3

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

Over 22,800 people were reached with COVID-19 related hygiene awareness by 
IOM Ethiopia, another 5,000 with combined health messaging and hand washing 
demonstrations. IOM provided support to the government’s COVID-19 rapid response 
teams to conduct surveillance and contact tracing for COVID-19. During this exercise, 
77 confirmed cases of COVID-19 were transferred to a treatment centre. Over 600 
individuals who had contact with confirmed patients were traced. IOM Somalia is 
continuing to raise awareness on COVID-19, particularly targeting IDPs and migrant 
communities, to ensure they are aware of the risks, signs and symptoms and mode of 
transmission and the appropriate mitigation measure to reduce the risks of contracting 
the disease. IOM is also conducting community mobilization and sensitization sessions 
on good hygiene and sanitation practices among IDP communities.  IOM in coordination 
with the Camp Coordination and Camp Management Cluster has reached over 900 
IDP sites with risk communication and community engagement activities. IOM in South 
Sudan is continuing to display COVID-19 information, education and communication 
materials at over 667 IOM installed handwashing stations, as well as health facilities and 
markets. IOM is partnering with 50 water suppliers in the capital, Juba to broadcast 
COVID-19 awareness messages. Over 276,000 people have been reached with hygiene 
promotion sessions held at water points and through house to house campaigns, 
including through the utilization of megaphones. They were also reached with key 
messages including signs and symptoms and prevention measures, all aligned with 
the guidance from the Risk Communication and Community Engagement Technical 
Working Group. 

IOM partnered 
with a local 
radio station 
to disseminate 
COVID-19 
awareness 
raising messages, 
combined with 
gender equality 
messages.

IOM provided 
support to the 
government’s 
COVID-19 rapid 
response teams 
to conduct 
surveillance and 
contact tracing 
for COVID-19.

Partnerships and Coordination

IOM is working with the Government of Ethiopia to support 34 COVID-19 quarantine 
facilities in the capital Addis Ababa and other regions. IOM in partnership with the 
Ministry of Women, Children and Youth Affairs and the local administration distributed 
500 comic books on COVID-19 prevention.  IOM in partnership with the Civil 
Aviation Authority of Burundi, the Ministry of Health, and other partners validated 
the operational action plan for compliance with COVID-19 infection prevention 
and control standards at the national airport. IOM in Somalia is contributing to the 
National Preparedness and Response Plan for COVID-19, UN COVID-19 Country 
Preparedness and Response Plan (CPRP), as well as the IOM and WHO Global 
Strategic Preparedness and Response Plans to reduce transmission and mitigate the 
socio-economic impact of the pandemic. 

IOM South Sudan is participating in the national Strategic Advisory Group, National 
Task Force, COVID-19 National Steering Committee, Technical Working Groups, and 
State Task Forces with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 
partners, and other stakeholders. IOM is also a member of the Needs Analysis Working 
Group, a key platform that provides decision-makers and responders with data and 
analysis on impact and needs. 

IOM COUNTRY  RESPONSE
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Eight community hygiene promoters and nine caretakers in Juba were trained on 
COVID-19 infection prevention and control/water sanitation and hygiene (IPC/
WASH) protocols, as well as on the types, consequences and referral for gender-based 
violence services. IOM partnered with a local radio station to disseminate COVID-19 
awareness raising messages, combined with gender equality messages. The first radio 
show covered topics on the signs and symptoms of COVID-19, debunking common 
rumors, and stigmatization related to wearing a face mask. 

Disease Surveillance

IOM Ethiopia has registered over 700 new migrant returnees for disease surveillance 
at Points of Entry (PoEs) in Addis Ababa, and other regions.  Over 2,700 individuals 
in government health posts supported by IOM’s mobile health and nutrition teams 
were screened for COVID-19. IOM also provided screened and triaged 125 returning 
migrants at a quarantine site.  IOM is continuing with the distribution of hygiene related 
items including soaps, dignity kits, medicine, clothes and beddings to quarantine facilities 
around the country.

Points of Entry

IOM Burundi is preparing technical and financial proposals for the establishment of 
waiting areas at 6 PoEs. IOM is also partnering with the Ministry of Health and the 
national Civil Aviation Authority to prepare a capacity building workshop for officials 
working at Melchior Ndadaye International Airport.  IOM South Sudan is continuing 
COVID-19 screening and infection prevention and control/water, sanitation and hygiene, 
and risk communication and community engagement activities at Juba International 
Airport and other areas. Over 8,600 travelers at PoEs were screened for COVID-19 
by IOM. IOM also conducted basic training on COVID-19 prevention measures and 
prevention of sexual and abuse for 5 health promoters and cleaners.

Infection Prevention and Control 

IOM Somalia has reached over 10,000 people with hygiene promotion activities and 
has also established 500 handwashing stations in Mogadishu. Over 3,700 people 
in Mogadishu and Jubaland were provided with soap and hygiene kits. 12 hygiene 
promotors have been recruited and trained in Baidoa. Over 3,570,000 litres of safe and 
clean water has been provided to an estimated 30,000 people as part of COVID-19 
emergency response. 200 latrines were also constructed. IOM reached 58 migrants 
through awareness raising sessions on Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration 
(AVRR) as well as COVID-19 awareness and prevention conducted at the Migration 
Response Centers in Bossaso. Over 300 migrants and host community members were 
reached by mobile health clinic teams from IOM and the Ministry of Health. The 
migrants were provided with non-food items such as shoes, clothes, medicines, dignity 
kits, and food and water. Host community members were sensitized on the risks 
and prevention of COVID-19. IOM South Sudan is continuing to support COVID-19 
infection prevention and control/ water sanitation and hygiene activities at three IOM-
managed PoEs.  IOM is maintaining 676 handwashing stations. 

IOM Somalia 
has reached over 
10,000 people 
with hygiene 
promotion 
activities, 
and has also 
established 500 
handwashing 
stations in 
Mogadishu.

IOM Burundi 
is preparing 
technical 
and financial 
proposals 
for the 
establishment 
of waiting areas 
at 6 PoEs. 
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An estimated 26,000 people in Juba are benefiting from 8 handwashing facilities 
constructed by IOM. Over 7,000 households have been provided with buckets. IOM 
has distributed dignity kits to 81 women and girls, complimented with COVID-19 
sensitization, while the distribution of dignity kits was accompanied with menstrual 
hygiene management training sessions. IOM supported displaced communities and 
local organizations to produce almost 5,000 washable and reusable face masks. The 
facemasks are distributed to local communities and frontline humanitarian workers. 

Logistics, Procurement and Supply Management

IOM South Sudan is supporting a partner in Juba with critical water and sanitation 
(WASH) items to be distributed to households as part of COVID-19 infection 
prevention and control. An estimated 10,500 individuals will benefit from these items. 
IOM is continuing with prepositioning of key WASH supplies to key logistics hubs 
which are still accessible by road to ensure uninterrupted provision of these items to 
WASH cluster partners. Some 10 metric tons of buckets with taps and water purifiers 
are being acquired.

Protection

IOM Burundi, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the 
Ministry of Interior, Community Development and Public Security jointly visited formal 
and informal PoEs in provinces bordering the United Republic of Tanzania. The visit was 
meant to identify protection needs at COVID-19 quarantine sites to assist vulnerable 
migrants and advocate for the improvement of the living conditions of migrants in 
quarantine.  29 staff from IOM Ethiopia were trained on migration health aspects of 
COVID-19. Over 480 people in returnee sites received awareness on mental health 
and psychosocial support aspects of COVID-19.  50 internally displaced households in 
one area received flyers with information on the management of COVID-19 related 
stress. Over 120 people were reached with information on mental health and gender-
based violence aspects of COVID-19 through 12 awareness raising sessions. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management

Over 12,000 people in two camp zones were sensitized on COVID-19 and related 
infection prevention and control by IOM Ethiopia. The development of a plan to 
prepare for COVID-19 outbreak in IDP sites has been finalized and shared with the 
relevant partners including the government. IOM displayed 20 banners with messages 
on COVID-19 risk communication and community engagement. Handwashing 
stations and 8 handwashing committees were established in one area. IOM Somalia is 
disseminating information to ensure IDPs are aware of the risks, signs and symptoms 
and mode of transmissions of COVID-19 and the appropriate mitigation measures. 
Awareness raising sessions were conducted at information centres, marketplaces or 
during community meetings, with emphasis on how to practice social distancing.  Over 
10,000 people have been reached on COVID-19 awareness raising sessions, among 
them were leaders of IDPs, women groups, youth groups and religious leaders. IOM 
South Sudan deployed an emergency response team to Pibor Adjacent Site where 
over 400 people who have been affected by localized violence are seeking shelter and 
protection. 

Over 480 people 
in returnee 
sites received 
awareness on 
mental health 
and psychosocial 
support aspects 
of COVID-19.

IOM is 
coordinating the 
distribution of over 
9,600 face masks 
produced IOM 
supported women 
groups and those 
contributed by 
the UNICEF and 
UNHCR. 
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IOM is installing handwashing stations and raising awareness on COVID-19 infection 
prevention and control. IOM is coordinating the distribution of over 9,600 face masks 
produced IOM supported women groups and those contributed by the UNICEF and 
UNHCR. Over 3,800 face masks have been produced since July by women groups 
supported by IOM. IOM Tanzania is continuing to support voluntary repatriation of 
Burundian refugees to Burundi in strict adherence to COVID-19 prevention measures.

Displacement Tracking Matrix

IOM Burundi’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) continued flow monitoring 
data collection at Burundi’s borders with the United Republic of Tanzania and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo as part of COVID-19 surveillance. DTM in Djibouti 
is collecting data at migrant sites across the country daily. IOM has identified 958 
stranded migrants across 16 sites. They are in immediate need of water, food, hygiene 
kits and non-food items. Over 4,400 people - among them over 1,000 migrants - were 
reached with COVID-19 awareness raising activities across flow monitoring points in 
Obock City and 8 other areas. DTM in Ethiopia surveyed 907 migrants across 5 Flow 
Monitoring Points. 

For the first time in 27 months of flow monitoring activities, incoming movements 
were higher than outgoing movements, as many Ethiopians returned to the country 
due to COVID-19. Prior to this, outgoing movements would outnumber incoming 
movements, with the largest number of migrants intending to head to the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia for job opportunities. DTM in Somalia is conducting a Multisectoral 
Location Assessments in IDP sites, neighborhoods in urban centers, and villages in 
rural areas across Somalia to better understand the needs and gaps in the provision of 
services to displaced populations. IOM South Sudan DTM is continuing with COVID-19 
mobility impact, providing information on movement restrictions, active measures and 
impact of the outbreak on different population groups in the country for 87 locations.

Emergency kits have been provided to 181 beneficiaries in Ethiopia in the wake of COVID-19. The focus was  ON 
Woldia, Mersa, Habru, & Gubalafto woredas, North Wollo Zone(Amhara region)under the EU-IOM Joint Initiative 
in partnership with Save the Children Photo: © IOM
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POINTS OF ENTRY & MOBILITY RESTRICTIONS
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*Details of the travel restriction can be found on 
IATA website: https://www.iata.org/

SOURCE: 
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Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)
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DISCLAIMER: These maps are for illustration 
purposes only. Names and boundaries do not imply 
o�cial endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

Travel Restrictions in the 
East and Horn of Africa Region

Regional Data Hub | RDH


