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EAST & HORN OF AFRICA 
COVID-19 SITUATION REPORT - #6
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KENYA
RECOVERED: 366
DEATHS: 50

UNITED REPUBLIC 
OF TANZANIA
RECOVERED: 183
DEATHS: 21BURUNDI

RECOVERED: 20
DEATHS: 1

RWANDA
RECOVERED: 216
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RECOVERED: 65
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SOUTH SUDAN
RECOVERED: 6
DEATHS: 6

ERITREA
RECOVERED: 39

DEATHS: 0

ETHIOPIA
RECOVERED: 122

DEATHS: 5

DISCLAIMER: The maps in this report are for illustrative purposes only. Representations and the use of boundaries and geographical names on these maps may include errors and do not imply 
judgment of the legal status of a territory, nor official recognition or acceptance of these boundaries by IOM.

54,352 
Migrant movements observed (DTM, 
April 2020) (82% reduction as 
compared to March)

1,725 
Migrant arrivals in Yemen from the 
Horn (DTM, April 2020) (reduction of 
74% as compared to March)

6.3M
IDPs (April 2020 – DTM, 
OCHA) 
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EHOA SITUATION OVERVIEW 

The impact of COVID-19 in East & Horn of Africa (EHoA) continues to unfold affecting 
migrants and displaced communities, and other vulnerable groups of concern to IOM. 
The number of people who have tested positive for the disease has risen to over 6,000. 
National governments across the region are implementing various COVID-19 mitigation 
response strategies. At the centre of a ‘regional approach’, widespread air, land and sea 
border closures, lockdowns and curfews, are placing restrictions on the movement 
of tens of millions of people. Disease surveillance through quarantine, boosting 
testing capacity, acquiring Personal Protective Equipment, developing social distancing 
guidelines, are some of the elements of various national government approaches to 
confronting the pandemic. The consequences for migrants, including IDPs and other 
migrant groups, are hugely disproportionate to those faced by ordinary citizens in the 
region. Displacement settings by nature are more exposed to the spread of COVID-19 
due to overcrowding, over-representation of pre-existing health conditions and poor 
WASH facilities. Moreover, migrants are often not captured by national response 
plans and often lack access to national public health systems. The economic impact of 
restrictions on movement is particularly catastrophic for these groups, many of whom 
need to cross borders in search of jobs and opportunities, or to trade. Thousands 
of migrants in the region are stranded in places like Somalia and Djibouti. Thousands 
have experienced forced return back to countries of origin. Migrants are also at risk 
of experiencing stigma, xenophobia, and being scapegoated for spreading the disease.

As of May 21, the number of COVID-19 cases in the EHoA region stands at 6,349, 
representing 6.5% of the total cases in Africa. There are 511 new cases reported today 
with most new cases reported in Djibouti (210 daily increase 13%), followed by South 
Sudan (134 daily increase 38.6%), Somalia (71 daily increase 4.7%), Kenya (66 daily 
increase 7%) and Ethiopia (24 daily increase 6.6%). Djibouti, Kenya and South Sudan 
reported the highest number of cases in one day. Djibouti is currently the country 
with the highest number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in the region at 1,828 (29% of 
total case), followed by Somalia 1,573 (25%) and Kenya 1,029 (16.2%). The number of 
deaths in the region has risen to 153 today. 2,257 people (35.5% of cases in the region) 
have recovered from COVID-19.

The COVID-19 situation in the region is compounded by the recent arrival of flash 
floods in Somalia and Burundi. Densely populated displacement sites have sprung up, 
which could become a breeding ground for COVID-19 if positive cases emerge.

IOM is assisting all 10 governments in the region to fight COVID-19. This includes 
humanitarian response, cross border co-ordination, capacity building, and enhancing 
hygiene and sanitation facilities. IOM also supports case management, monitoring and 
mapping of people’s movements within and across borders, and at displacement sites. 
IOM is advocating for migrants, including IDPs to be fully included in the national 
COVID-19 response to ensure potentially life-saving assistance to these vulnerable 
groups. IOM has launched a global financial appeal for $499M and a regional appeal for 
East & Horn of Africa for $71.6M. 70% of the required funding needs for the region 
remain unmet - Link to appeal: https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-
horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19

National 
governments 
across the region 
are implementing 
various COVID-19 
mitigation response 
strategies.

The consequences 
for migrants, 
including IDPs 
and other migrant 
groups, are hugely 
disproportionate 
to those faced by 
ordinary citizens in 
the region.

Thousands of 
migrants in 
the region are 
stranded in places 
like Somalia and 
Djibouti.

Funding Requirement: $71.6M

Funding Received: $21.3M

Funding Gap: 70%

https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19
https://ronairobi.iom.int/publications/iom-east-and-horn-africa-strategic-and-preparedness-and-response-plan-covid-19
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Partnerships and Coordination

IOM Regional Office, Nairobi is assisting the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD) to develop a regional strategy on the ‘Cross-Border Management 
of COVID-19 in East and Southern Africa’. IOM Burundi is participating in Inter-Agency 
coordination meeting on ‘Points of Entry’ (PoE). IOM Ethiopia is supporting the 
national government to develop a COVID-19 plan for assisting returning migrants and 
managing the data of involuntarily and voluntarily returned migrants. IOM continues 
to lead in the coordination and management of quarantine centres in Ethiopia. In 
Somalia, IOM is coordinating with Camp Coordination and Camp Management related 
COVID-19 interventions, particularly focusing on Risk Communication and Community 
Engagement, targeting Internally Displaced People (IDPs).  IOM South Sudan published 
the COVID-19 Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices (KAP) survey tool to be adopted 
and used by partners. IOM Kenya is in discussions with the  Nairobi Metropolitan 
Services which recently took over the management of quarantine centres from the 
Ministry of Health where IOM has been assisting with the support of 35 medical staff 
since late March. IOM Tanzania in partnership with UN Women and OHCHR are 
developing a plan on online dialogue on the impact of COVID-19 on the vulnerable 
and human rights.

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)

IOM in Ethiopia has reached over 98,600 people with COVID-19 hygiene awareness 
messages through door to door campaigns, mass mobilization and leaflet distributions. 
It has trained 57 hygiene promoters on COVID-19 prevention messaging. IOM Kenya 
and the International Rescue Committee conducted a joint training for security guards 
in Kakuma to improve their knowledge of COVID-19 Infection Prevention and Control 
as well as Standard Operating Procedures for responding to the disease. IOM Somalia 
has reached over 3,000 households with hygiene promotion activities and its health 
teams have reached over 3,300 people through health clinics. Hygiene promotion 
messages are regularly broadcast on two radio stations. Thousands of IDPs have been 
reached through Camp Coordination and Camp Management, and Water Sanitation and 
Health (WASH) teams from IOM. In South Sudan IOM is continuing with COVID-19 
awareness and hygiene promotion activities to people in various communities, reaching 
over 35,900 people with messages on COVID-19. IOM Burundi is organizing discussions 
on RCCE to enhance coordination and communication between humanitarian actors, 
focusing on the management of epidemics including COVID-19.

IOM RESPONSE

IOM Burundi 
is participating 
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coordination 
meeting on ‘Points 
of Entry’ (PoE).
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to lead in the 
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management of 
quarantine centres 
in Ethiopia.
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Control.



4

Disease Surveillance

IOM in Ethiopia continues to provide direct support to migrant returnees undergoing 
the 14-day mandatory quarantine period for COVID-19. IOM is providing food and 
water to 91 migrants and has donated blankets and other essential items. IOM is also 
providing transportation to 12 returnee migrants to return to their home communities. 
It has also facilitated family reunification for one Unaccompanied Migrant Child (UMC) 
quarantined in Addis Ababa. IOM Rwanda in partnership with Programme national 
d’hygiene aux frontières’ conducted a specialized training for port health officials as 
part of efforts to bolster disease surveillance capacity at PoEs. 

Points of Entry

IOM Somalia is assisting the Ministry of Health with COVID-19 screening at land 
border PoEs. Nearly 2,000 people have been screened and IOM is handing over 
PPEs and health supplies, including oxygen concentrators – a medical device used for 
delivering oxygen to individuals with breathing-related disorders. The material will be 
used at isolation facilities and PoEs.  IOM South Sudan has also conducted COVID-19 
screening for over 2,900 travellers arriving at Juba International Airport, and in other 
locations. 

Infection Prevention & Control 

IOM Burundi has donated equipment to the Ministry of Health to support national 
COVID-19 prevention and response efforts. IOM Somalia is continuing with hygiene 
promotion activities reaching over 3,000 households. IOM is also providing soap and 
hygiene kits to 150 households and has installed 10 handwashing stations in Baidoa. 
IOM in South Sudan has constructed a case management centre with a medical staff 
offering case identification and PPE. It is also supporting the rehabilitation of a teaching 
hospital to include case management for COVID-19. 

Case Management & Continuity of Essential Services

IOM Djibouti is continuing to provide support to vulnerable migrants in the Migration 
Response Centre (MRC) in Obock, where hundreds of migrant are stranded. IOM 
is supporting 406 migrants in the government managed quarantine site in Ali Sabieh 
region and providing medical assistance to 55 stranded migrants at the government 
managed Masagara site in Obock.  And north of Obock 97 migrants from Yemen are 
being provided with food and non-food items. IOM in Somalia continues to provide 
direct assistance to hundreds of stranded Ethiopian migrants in Bossaso and Hargeisa 
through Migration Response Centres (MRCs). Both centres continued to provide 
essential services, including health assistance, psychosocial support and provision of 
Non Food Items (NFIs). In Bossaso, some 300 migrants have been assisted with water 
in two informal settlements hosting stranded Ethiopian migrants. 

Logistics, Procurement & Supply Management

IOM Kenya is planning to hand over Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to the 
Directorate of Immigration and Citizen Services to support operations at the PoE. 
IOM South Sudan provided critical WASH items which have benefited over 3,600 
households.  

IOM is providing 
food and water to 
91 migrants and has 
donated blankets 
and other essential 
items.
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Protection

IOM Burundi has met with UNICEF and other partners to conduct a technical 
review of the Mental Health and Psychosocial Support child protection strategy for 
COVID-19 response. IOM in Djibouti is training 18 migrants in the Migration Response 
Centre (MRC) Obock on the Psychological First Aid adapted to the COVID-19. IOM 
Ethiopia continues to coordinate with the Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
Network to set up a Complaints and Feedback Mechanism in quarantine centres 
following a prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse assessment at three quarantine 
centres in Addis Ababa.  IOM Tanzania continues to provide Sexual and Gender Based 
Violence protection needs including referral for case management, counselling, shelter 
and Psychosocial Support services particularly for migrants who have been negatively 
impacted by COVID-19. IOM is providing shelter, psychosocial support counselling and 
medical assistance to Somali migrants who were due for Assisted Voluntary Return 
and Reintegration but could not travel due to COVID-19 related travel restrictions.  

Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

IOM Burundi is including COVID-19 Infection Prevention and Control in a two-day 
training conducted as part of IOM’s response to floods in the country. IOM Ethiopia 
has presented the financial requirements for decongestion and improved water supply 
in highest risk IDP-sites to the Inter-Cluster Coordination Group and the Ethiopia 
Humanitarian Country Team. The sites were identified through a joint assessment. 
The Camp Coordination and Camp Management team of IOM Somalia is continuing 
to disseminate information on COVID-19 to IDPs reaching over 700 people. IOM in 
South Sudan continues to engage community leaders to track and debunk rumors and 
unverified information circulating in POC sites about COVID-19.  IOM continues offer 
access to protection desks and referral pathways to ensure communities have access 
to relevant contacts and information on COVID-19. 

Displacement Tracking Matrix

At IOM Regional Office, Nairobi, the Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) continues 
to coordinate data collection on COVID-19 restrictions at Points of Entry to provide 
partners in the region with analysis on the restrictions to mobility in the East and 
Horn of Africa.  In Burundi, DTM has conducted an assessment of the impact of 
the floods where over 45,600 people have been affected including 17,792 displaced 
people who had been settled in three sites. There is concern that the displacement 
might heighten the risk of spread of COVID-19. IOM Djibouti has raised awareness 
on COVID-19 reaching over 3,880 migrants and travellers at different Flow Monitoring 
Points. IOM continues to raise awareness among migrants crossing the border at 
seven Flow Monitoring Points (FMPs). In Somalia, more than 2,900 people entering 
and exiting Somalia were reached with awareness raising messages. Of those reached, 
61% reported not to being aware of COVID-19. IOM provided them with COVID-19 
information.  DTM has supported a survey on Risk Communication and Community 
Engagement in collaboration with the CCCM cluster in IDP communities. The report is 
available here: https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/rcce-feedback-assessment-idp-sites-
may-2020. 
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https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/rcce-feedback-assessment-idp-sites-may-2020
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/rcce-feedback-assessment-idp-sites-may-2020
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IOM South Sudan continues to conduct weekly assessments of mobility and COVID-19 
preparedness at eight displacement sites and 47 points of entry/transit hubs, including 
those prioritized by the Points of Entry Technical Working Group. As part of the 
Coordination and Common Service (CCS) cluster, DTM contributed to the COVID-19 
addendum to the 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan. In addition, DTM will expand 
enumeration areas for the major urban centres in South Sudan, enabling the collection 
of household-level data on COVID-19 prevalence, risk, and vulnerability. 

Addressing Socio-Economic Impact

IOM Rwanda with other UN partners have commenced an assessment of the socio-
economic impact of COVID-19 to support government efforts to understand the 
impact of the disease. In Uganda IOM has donated several items to assist vulnerable 
persons impacted by COVID-19  through staff contributions. 

In addition, DTM 
will expand 
enumeration areas 
for the major urban 
centres in South 
Sudan, enabling 
the collection of 
household-level 
data on COVID-19 
prevalence, risk, and 
vulnerability. 

Ministry of Health is holding Covid-19 prevention and control training sessions for frontline Baidoa community 
contracted casual staff. Photo: Muse Mohammed © IOM

In Uganda IOM has 
donated several items 
to assist vulnerable 
persons impacted by 
COVID-19  through 
staff contributions.
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POINTS OF ENTRY & MOBILITY RESTRICTIONS
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Status of other border points Status of international flights*

International travel is allowed with 
mandatory quarantine for the arriving 
passengers.

The passengers from the certain 
COVID-19 a�ected countries are not 
allowed to enter the country while others 
need to go through the quarantine.

All international �ights are suspended.
" Partial closure

" Closed for entry and exit

" Unknown

" Open for entry and exit

"| Sea Border Point

"n Land Border Point

Disputed Areas

Countries East and Horn of Africa

*Details of the travel restriction can be found on 
IATA website: https://www.iata.org/

SOURCE: 
International Air Transport Association (IATA)
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)

DATE: 14 May 2020

DISCLAIMER: These maps are for illustration 
purposes only. Names and boundaries do not imply 
o�cial endorsement or acceptance by IOM.

Travel Restrictions in the 
East and Horn of Africa Region
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