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MAX Statement 
“It is with alarm that we are witnessing the development of increasing hostility, xenophobia, 
discrimination and intolerance towards immigrants. 
 

We are gravely concerned at the tone of public discussion about immigration which is 
contributing to a climate of hostility and fear. Government, Opposition and other political 
parties are directly participating in a race to the bottom in this regard. 
 

Migrants make a substantial contribution to the economy, enrich Britain’s culture and improve 
the standard of its public services. The multicultural and prosperous Britain that exists today 
has been created through generations of immigration and accepting refugees, this is not 
recognized in the mainstream public discourse about immigration and asylum. 
 

We believe austerity measures and public sector cuts are producing real tensions among 
communities living in deprived neighbourhoods. Those denied access to benefits and services 
are pushed to the margins of society and are vulnerable to exploitation and abuse. 
 

British nationals, long-term residents and their families with spouses or civil partners and 
relatives from non-EU countries are subject to draconian and discriminatory immigration 
controls that wreck family life. These measures are splitting up ordinary families due to 
onerous financial requirements. 
 

We reject as unacceptable scapegoating of immigrants that sections of the media and 
politicians of all mainstream parties participate in. We reject moves to oblige workers and 
landlords to inform on people’s immigration status, these measures will engender an 
atmosphere of mistrust and threaten social cohesion. 
 

In this context of growing racism, the threat of racist violence has increased against all migrant 
communities in Britain — with the number of race hate crimes rising markedly.” 

 



MAX Statement 
• “We call upon politicians and the media to end the use of language that could incite 

racism and xenophobia. 
• We call upon the Government to reject the ‘numbers game’ politics of immigration and 

to pursue an immigration system built on human rights and the needs of the UK. 
• We call for the media to show responsibility and to put an end to the publication of 

sensational and unfounded stories which incite racial hatred and hatred towards 
migrants and refugees. 

• We will defend the right of refugees to seek asylum in the UK under the 1951 Geneva 
Convention. We insist that while seeking asylum, people should be treated with respect 
and afforded fundamental rights. 

• We will resist any attacks on human rights. Any such attack on the European 
Convention on Human Rights or domestic legislation would be primarily aimed at 
immigrants and then used against all. 

• We will speak out against racism and xenophobia and to defend migrant communities 
and refugees. 

• We offer our support to those in the political parties and in the media who oppose the 
cultivation of xenophobia and hostility to migrants. 

 

We want to live in a civilized society where people, irrespective of background, are valued 
and treated with respect. We are migrants, descendants of migrants and ‘indigenous’ 
British people. We stand together for a diverse and inclusive society. We believe we can 
live together with dignity and peace, learning from each other’s differences and 
contributing to a better place for future generations to live in.” 
 



What has the Government done? 
• Immigration Act 2014: ‘hostile environment’ 

 Health 

 Housing 

 Appeal Rights 

• Family Migration Rules 2012 

• Tier 2 visas – quotas & raising salary thresholds 

• Tier 4 visas  

• Upcoming Immigration Bill 

 Eviction powers 

 Criminal sanctions 

 Deport first, appeal later 

 

 



Migrant Integration Policy Index 



Campaign Aim 

• Create posters that highlight the positive roles that 
migrants play in the UK. 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wMmhS2kRk0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wMmhS2kRk0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wMmhS2kRk0


Funding 
o 1,524 people backed the 

campaign through Crowdfunder 
by raising over £54,100. 

o £12,300 donated through trade 
unions. 

o £1,000 from a charity 

o £11,000 in private donations. 

o £78,490 raised in total. 



Photoshoot 





Interactive website 



Posters seen over 80 million times 



Billboards 
viewed over 
10 million 

times 



Twitter: 3 million 
People Reached 



Media Coverage 
o Approximately 140 newspaper (print and online) articles in the UK.  
o Coverage in several countries including Australia, France, Poland, 

Russia and the United States.  
 
 



Who has gotten involved? 
o Lush 

o Schools 

o Universities 

o Trade Unions 

o Solicitors firms 

o The British public 

o Red Squirrel Publishing 

 



Shifting Attitudes 

o ‘Refugees Welcome                                                                                                                                                                        
Here’ 

 

o IOM taking ‘I Am An 
Immigrant’ campaign 
global 

 

o Stage 2 of campaign 
within UK 


