
IOM Burundi’s protection interventions target vulnerable persons 
such as IDPs, persons with disabilities, returnees, victims of 
gender-based violence (GBV) and human tra�cking, children, the 
elderly and female heads of households, amongst others. The 
Organization also works alongside governmental actors to provide 
capacity building measures and with communities, to mitigate 
protection-related risks. IOM Burundi focuses on mainstreaming 
protection across all of its sectors of intervention. Through this 
approach, the Organization ful�ls its commitment to address the 
needs of the most vulnerable, promotes and upholds their rights, 
reduces the protection risks of individuals in vulnerable situations, 
while supporting those who are exposed to abuse, exploitation, 
violence and neglect. 

IOM Burundi protection interventions include:

• Awareness-raising activities and sensitization of the targeted
population;

• Prevention of GBV and support to Victims of Tra�cking
(VoTs);

• Supporting income generating activities;

• Capacity building at communal, governmental and civil
society level;

• Response to and prevention of GBV;

• Psycho-social support.

KEY PARTNERS
Government of Burundi; National Counter-Tra�cking 
Commission; civil society organizations; community and religious 
leaders; UN agencies and other Non-governmental organizations.

IOM Burundi supports the e�orts or the Government of Burundi in the response to COVID-19
through a mass screening campaign in July 2020. © IOM 2020/Tri�n Ntore
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MIGRANT PROTECTION AND ASSISTANCE INFOSHEET

9,026 People assisted
(at least one type of assistance)

67%
female

33%
male

21% 
returnees 

16% vulnerable
migrants

46%
IDPs 

190,514 individuals were reached with 
awareness raising activities led by community 
protection focal points

13,553 total services were provided 
(standalone or combined), as follows:

PROTECTION HIGHLIGHTS
(JAN 2020 TO SEPTEMBER 2022)

A survivor of tra�cking in her wheat �eld, © IOM 2021/Amaury Falt Brown 

Education

Professional
Trainings

Legal
Assistance

Shelter
Assistance

Non-Food
Items

Income Generating 
Activities

Material
Assistance

Medical
Assistance

Cash
Assistance

Psychosocial
Support 9,026

      2,115

     1,228

   384

  353

  210

 73

 67

65

32

A survivor of tra�cking in her wheat �eld, © IOM 2021/Amaury Falt Brown 

In Burundi, humanitarian needs are caused primarily by recurring 
climate-related disasters that lead to massive internal displacement; 
the return of Burundian refugees from neighbouring countries; and 
the arrival of asylum seekers from Congo. The high in�ux of these 
populations coupled with an already strained social welfare system 
leaves many vulnerable to protection risks. Therefore, protecting 
crisis-a�ected communities from threats to their life, dignity and 
well-being is a priority in humanitarian response. 

IOM plays a crucial role in reducing the protection risks to which 
crisis-a�ected persons around the world - especially mobile and 
displaced populations – are exposed to. The Organization employs 
a 6-pillar approach to protection, namely, direct assistance; training 
and capacity development; data, research and learning; convening 
and dialogue; advocacy and communications; and provision of 
thematic guidance. 



CONTACT

Victoria KLIMOVA
Migrant Protection and Reintegration Coordinator
Email: vklimova@iom.int

COUNTER-TRAFFICKING IN BURUNDI 
Since the creation of an Anti-Tra�cking Ad-Hoc Committee  by the Government of Burundi in 2017, which was replaced in January 
2022 by a National Counter-Tra�cking Commission under the auspice of the Prime Minister’s O�ce, signi�cant progress has been 
made to address the country’s four self-declared Counter-tra�cking (CT) pillars: prosecution, prevention, protection and partnership. 
These inroads have been widely applauded as Burundi's complex security environment, high poverty rate and extreme incidence of 
natural disasters create extensive opportunities for tra�ckers to take advantage of vulnerable people. Recognizing this progress, in 
2022 the US Department of State moved Burundi to Tier 2 on its annual Tra�cking in Persons Report (a �rst since 2010). 

IOM implements a system that works to prevent, protect, and prosecute cases of human tra�cking. IOM supports relevant actors 
through capacity building measures, which include supporting the strengthening of policies and procedures and facilitating the 
identi�cation, referral, protection and assistance of tra�cked persons; improving anti-tra�cking legislation and regulations and their 
implementation; and advising private sector entities on best practices. 

In Burundi, IOM supports the government to coordinate the e�orts of ministries, the police and civil society to implement 
anti-tra�cking legislation, policies and regulations. In terms of prosecution, IOM works to improve capacity and increase awareness 
of security sector actors on the e�ective prevention and suppression of tra�cking in persons and on populations’ basic rights, 
including relevant Standard Operating Procedures. Protection is another essential step of the process, and IOM Burundi has made it 
a priority to increase the number of VoTs identi�ed and receiving appropriate assistance. Finally, prevention e�orts are led by reducing 
human tra�cking risk factors and empowering communities to �nd safer migration options. 

IOM Burundi Counter-tra�cking interventions include:
• Development of Standard Operating Procedures to support the National Referral Mechanism;

• Capacity building of national stakeholders to identify and protect victims and prevent human
tra�cking;

• Support the development of national data collection and management;

• Support the return and reintegration of victims and vulnerable migrants coming from abroad;

• Research and analysis on the prevalence of human tra�cking;

• Promotion of dialogue and partnership between the countries of origin, transit and destination.

2,029 VoTs were identi�ed
by IOM Burundi

78 % 
cross-border VoTs 

22 % 
internal VoTs 

+50%
GBV victims

1,526  external stakeholders were trained on CT-related 
issues

1,002 magistrates, judges and law enforcement o�cers 
bene�tted from trainings on CT

30 NGOs, UN agencies and governmental bodies are 
active members of the CT working group.

COUNTER-TRAFFICKING HIGHLIGHTS (JAN 2017 TO SEPTEMBER 2022)

83 %
female

17 %
male

2,029 VoTs bene�tted from at least one 
type of assistance amounting to 3,064 
total services (standalone or combined), 
as follows : 

Medical Support

Educational Support

Non-food Items

Cash Assistance

Microbusiness
Financing

Psychosocial
Support 2,029

          433

 233

171

    110

  65

 23

Training

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS




