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   Migration Governance Insights:  
Informing People-centred Migration 
Policies 

Executive Summary

    English   

    3 pages  

How is migration governed across the world? What are the key trends? What are the insights to help governments 
develop policies and systems that promote safe, orderly and regular migration, and to harness its potential? This 
publication addresses these questions based on Migration Governance Indicators (MGI) data from 100 national and 69 
local-level assessments, carried out between 2016 and 2023. It also showcases examples of migration policy responses 
in different contexts, emphasizing potential complementarities across different policy areas and highlighting the central 
role played by local governments in shaping people-centred migration policies.

To deliver on the promise of migration, while supporting the world’s most vulnerable, IOM developed a transformative 
strategic plan with three goals: saving lives and protecting people on the move, driving solutions to displacement, and 
facilitating pathways for regular migration. To contribute to the operationalization of these goals, the migration policy 
priorities of Member States – identified through the MGI consultative process – are used to inform the selection of 
policy enablers. Stemming from IOM’s direct engagement with governments, these enablers cut across all aspects of 
migration governance and facilitate the achievement of IOM strategic goals. 

This publication is structured around three policy goals that echo IOM’s strategic priorities, as well as  
three policy enablers, i.e. the elements that underpin the development of sound policies. These are further 

broken down into 13 key policy areas. The three goals and three enablers are as follows: 

Migration Governance Insights:  

Informing People-centred Migration Policies

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The MGI evidence from across the world points to the importance of three key approaches to good migration 
governance: 

• A whole-of-government perspective based on a strong institutional framework is essential.
• Meaningful local government engagement is pivotal to people-centred migration policies and systems. 
• A whole-of-society approach is critical to drive solutions to migration challenges, including through effective 

partnerships at the local, national and international levels.
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Saving lives and protecting people: 
policies to reduce vulnerabilities.
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Since 2000, IOM has been producing its flagship world migration reports every two years. The World Migration Report 
2024, the twelfth in the world migration report series, has been produced to contribute to increased understanding of 
migration and mobility throughout the world. This new edition presents key data and information on migration as well 
as thematic chapters on highly topical migration issues, and is structured to focus on two key contributions for readers:

▪ Part I: key information on migration and migrants (including migration-related statistics); and 

▪ Part II: balanced, evidence-based analysis of complex and emerging migration issues.

This flagship World Migration Report has been produced in line with IOM’s Environment Policy and is available online only. 
Printed hard copies have not been made in order to reduce paper, printing and transportation impacts.
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