
Immigration policies refer to government positions concerning the entry, stay, selection, settlement and 

deportation of foreign citizens in the country, covering a range of fields, including family migration, labour 

migration, and refugee/asylum migration. While recent years have seen a trend toward more complex, 

and often more restrictive, policies in more highly-regulated contexts, the COVID-19 outbreak represents 

a significant fork in the road—the pandemic could reinforce restrictive immigration policies, but it could 

equally mark an inflection point towards policies that better reflect the need for forms of mobility. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #28: Impacts on Immigration Policies 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19  

 

 

The pandemic has drawn attention to 

the fact that migrants are vital to 

many sectors in developed countries—

healthcare and seasonal farm work, 

for example—while driving a decline 

in migration and mobility at the same 

time.  

The longer-term impacts are not yet 

clear but the implications of reduced 

mobility are the subject of growing 

attention. For example, Singapore’s 

“hub city” model is under increasing 

threat. Within Europe, harvest season 

has required new flexibility and agility. 

International migration and mobility 

are deeply intertwined with labour 

markets and globalization, so as we 

start to see the economic downturn 

take hold, the changes to long-term 

migration patterns will only then 

emerge. It won’t be uniform globally. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  
fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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Longer term impacts? 

Immigration policies following the COVID-19 outbreak 

Tracking immigration policies 

Fragomen has provided a summary of the confirmed immi-

gration restrictions and concessions that global jurisdic-

tions are currently imposing to contain COVID-19. You can 

view the summary, which is regularly updated, here. 

Policy flexibility and agility in action  

In light of closures to immigration office and service 

providers that make compliance with requirements for 

status determination difficult, many countries have 

granted flexibility on immigration processes. Among 

other countries, France, Russia and the UAE have auto-

matically extended, or simplified extension procedures 

for, visas in a move to prevent widespread irregularity 

due to the pandemic. Portugal has temporarily regular-

ized all migrants who applied for a residence permit be-

fore the pandemic to ensure that migrants have access 

to social security and healthcare, while a similar pro-

gram is being discussed in Italy. Jordan has waived la-

bour-related fines and fees for migrant workers wanting 

to return to their home countries and has created an 

online platform to facilitate processes. 

https://migrationdataportal.org/blohttps:/www.sciencedirect.com/topics/social-sciences/immigration-policy
https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-migration
https://www.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781785367502/9781785367502.00012.xml
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_15_-_migrants_on_the_frontline_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_18_-_migrants_and_global_food_supply.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/covid-19-is-throttling-vital-migration-flows/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/will-the-singapore-model-survive-the-pandemic/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_18_-_migrants_and_global_food_supply.pdf
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/handbook-of-migration-and-globalisation-9781785367502.html
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020_en_ch_3_1.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020_en_ch_3_1.pdf
https://www.fragomen.com/about/news/immigration-update-coronavirus
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://france-visas.gouv.fr/en_US/web/france-visas/professional-internship
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/russia-facilitates-foreign-stay-amid-coronavirus-fears/1772279
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-pandemic/coronavirus-confirmed-cases-of-coronavirus-surpass-2-million-worldwide--
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-portugal/portugal-to-treat-migrants-as-residents-during-coronavirus-crisis-idUSKBN21F0N7
https://rep.repubblica.it/pwa/intervista/2020/03/26/news/coronavirus_teresa_bellanova_agricoltura_governo-252414368/?ref=RHPPLF-BH-I252410466-C8-P8-S4.4-T1
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1665221/middle-east


UK post-Brexit immigration policy 

In February 2020, the UK government unveiled 

plans for a points-based immigration system to 

be implemented following the country’s exit 

from the EU that would limit migration, particu-

larly of low-skilled individuals. However, since 

the pandemic the proposal has come under 

criticism, with MPs and think tanks noting that 

many of the workers who have garnered praise 

during the pandemic would not have been per-

mitted entry under the proposed system.  

One of the things this current crisis is 

teaching us is that many people we con-

sider to be low-skilled are actually pretty 

crucial to the running of our country, and 

are in fact recognized as key workers. 

Steve Double, UK Member of Parliament 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 

the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever 

on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

 
 

The notion of a “trans-Tasman bubble”, 

whereby border restrictions between Austral-

ia and New Zealand would be relaxed, has 

been raised by the respective governments 

following both countries relative success in 

containing the spread of COVID-19. 

The idea is seen as one way of boosting the 

countries’ economies, with the New Zealand 

to Australia migration corridor the third most 

popular involving Oceanic countries. 

Similarly, the idea of a Singapore-New Zealand 

bubble has also been raised. 

Suspending immigration to the US 

On 22 April the US President signed an execu-

tive order to temporarily halt the provision of 

green cards for those immigrating to the US. 

The suspension, which will initially last for 60 

days but could be extended ’based on eco-

nomic conditions at the time’, has been intro-

duced with the aim of stopping imported in-

fections and reducing competition to US-born 

workers for jobs. The Migration Policy Insti-

tute estimate that based on the categories 

included in the executive order, approximate-

ly 52,000 green cards will be blocked over the 

60 day period, although they note that the 

order may have little practical effect in the 

short term as the State Department has large-

ly suspended in-person interviews for visa ap-

plicants as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak.  

Rethinking skills & labour migration  

In a recent Migration Policy Centre webinar, 

Prof. Martin Ruhs, Prof. Bridget Andersson and 

Dr. Friedrich Poeshcel discussed how the COVID-

19 outbreak has changed the way countries 

measure skills and the value they place on low-

skilled migrants in policymaking. Click here to 

watch the webinar. 
 

 

Mobility bubbles 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uks-points-based-immigration-system-policy-statement/the-uks-points-based-immigration-system-policy-statement
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/coronavirus-brexit-immigration-system-key-workers-low-skilled-steve-double-a9419116.html
https://www.cityam.com/renewed-calls-for-change-to-uks-post-brexit-immigration-system/
https://www.politics.co.uk/comment-analysis/2020/04/29/immigration-in-the-age-of-covid
https://www.politics.co.uk/comment-analysis/2020/04/29/immigration-in-the-age-of-covid
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/coronavirus-brexit-immigration-system-key-workers-low-skilled-steve-double-a9419116.html
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-16/nz-australia-border-could-reopen-jacinda-ardern-scott-morrison/12153752
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=12324415
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-3
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-3
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/covid-19/415083/trans-tasman-bubble-could-start-more-quickly-than-we-think-peters
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/20/us/coronavirus-live-news.html?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage#link-f0a49b5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-52363852
https://twitter.com/MigrationPolicy/status/1253111954429878274
https://twitter.com/MigrationPolicy/status/1253113085277147137
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=DhagAUUH3fg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=DhagAUUH3fg

