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This snapshot updates #6. These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and 
analysis in a fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.                                           

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #29: Stigmatization and Discrimination UPDATE  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Population surveillance: a COVID-19 legacy?  

Many have raised concerns that once the current crisis has passed, governments could repurpose           

surveillance technology to track, monitor and discriminate against groups of interest, including migrants. 

However, in some countries the ability to surveil populations through the use of new technology already 

exists. In the US, for example, AI facial recognition technology is used by immigration authorities to       

conduct mass monitoring of people in traffic flows to detect undocumented migrants. 

Xenophobic stigmatization 

Stigmatization of migrants has led to a rise in xenophobic 

confrontations. The Asian Pacific Policy and Planning Council 

has documented 1,500 discriminatory and xenophobic      

incidents in the United States since the onset of the pan-

demic. Reports from several countries indicate that discrimi-

nation and anti-migrant behaviour has induced food insecu-

rity and return migration to migrants’ origin countries. 

Discriminatory mobility  

restrictions 

The manner in which some coun-

tries/areas have implemented mobil-

ity restrictions is coming under in-

creasing scrutiny, particularly in rela-

tion to migrants, including refugees.  

Recent media reports show that 

measures such as curfews, in some 

locations have targeted specific 

groups of migrants. This has raised 

concerns that harsh restrictions 

aimed at migrants could hamper 

their ability to access basic care and 

services. 

Migrants’ stigmatization and discrimination in crisis situations  

While it is true that the COVID-19 virus itself “does not discriminate” in its transmission, extensive 

research and reporting has shown that the pandemic has exacerbated pre-existing social and 

economic disparities, with migrants among the groups facing the additional burdens of 

stigmatization and discrimination. Refer to Analytical Snapshot #6 for more on earlier analysis. 

 Click here to watch a  

video on one of IOM’s 

COVID-19 responses 

to reduce stigma and 

discrimination. 

https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/tracking-covid-19/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/blog/borders-and-pandemics-human-rights-impacts-covid-19-technology-migration/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/news/ice-weaponizes-state-licences-against-undocumented-immigrants/
http://www.asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org/stop-aapi-hate/
http://www.asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/Press_Release_4_23_20.pdf
http://www.asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/Press_Release_4_23_20.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/thirsty-hungry-migrants-holed-up-in-tents-fear-stigma/articleshow/75396385.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/thirsty-hungry-migrants-holed-up-in-tents-fear-stigma/articleshow/75396385.cms
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/mar/17/chinese-students-flee-uk-after-maskaphobia-triggered-racist-attacks
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/covid-19-lebanon-municipalities-discriminate-refugees-200402154547215.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25730&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25730&LangID=E
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30893-X/fulltext
https://eurohealthnet.eu/COVID-19
https://theconversation.com/refugees-tell-stories-of-problems-and-unity-in-facing-the-coronavirus-136925
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_6_-_stigmatization_and_discrimination.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EA113MeXWVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EA113MeXWVg


 2 

 

Articles on  COVID-19, discrimination 

and stigmatization against migrants  

“If I wear a face mask, everyone treats me 

like a disease”: the mask debate by Juan 

Zhang 

Migrants and the COVID-19 pandemic: an 

initial analysis by Lorenzo Guadagno  

How discrimination towards Africans and 

China’s surveillance state will reset a       

migration trend by Roberto Castillo 

The Other Problematic Outbreak by 

Yasmeen Serhan and Timothy McLaughlin 

Why xenophobia is bad for the health of all 

in South Africa by Jo Vearey 

The many facets of pandemic vulnerability 

by Alison Mountz 

The coronavirus pandemic could be devas-

tating for the world's migrants by Marie 

McAuliffe and Celine Bauloz 

 

Addressing racism, discrimination  

and xenophobia 

The Coalition of Latin American and Caribbean 

Cities against Racism, Discrimination and Xenopho-

bia released a statement emphasizing the need for 

solidarity and addressing discrimination of vulnera-

ble populations, such as displaced persons and mi-

grants, during the pandemic.  

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

Discrimination via environmental hazard 

Two separate studies have given preliminary           

evidence  that links long-term exposure to air          

pollution to increased vulnerability to COVID-19.    

Migrants disproportionately live in areas with high-

levels of pollution and environmental hazard. 

Vulnerabilities at work 

Migrants provide a significant labour source for 

essential industries. These workplaces have now 

become epicenters of COVID-19 transmission. For 

example, in the absence of adequate protection 

equipment has led to hundreds of outbreaks across 

the United States in places that disproportionately 

affect migrants.  

In other sectors, migrants workers face a            

precarious employment status with only              

inconsistent access to social protection benefits.  
Access to Health Care 

Due to a range of explicit and implicit poli-

cies, migrants in many places face unique 

obstacles when attempting to access health 

care during a pandemic. Among other    bar-

riers, these obstacles include a scarcity of 

facilities,  a lack of health insurance and 

fears related to immigration status. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/coronavirus-the-mask-debate/
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/coronavirus-the-mask-debate/
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://qz.com/africa/1844277/racism-to-africans-in-china-and-surveillance-to-slow-migration/
https://qz.com/africa/1844277/racism-to-africans-in-china-and-surveillance-to-slow-migration/
https://qz.com/africa/1844277/racism-to-africans-in-china-and-surveillance-to-slow-migration/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/03/coronavirus-covid19-xenophobia-racism/607816/
https://africasacountry.com/2020/04/why-xenophobia-is-bad-for-the-health-of-all-in-south-africa
https://africasacountry.com/2020/04/why-xenophobia-is-bad-for-the-health-of-all-in-south-africa
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/many-facets-pandemic-vulnerability/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-worlds-migrants/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-worlds-migrants/
http://coalicionlac.org/node/129
http://coalicionlac.org/node/129
http://coalicionlac.org/node/129
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969720321215
https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/covid-pm
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/link-between-air-pollution-covid-19-deaths-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/link-between-air-pollution-covid-19-deaths-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23273408
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23273408
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5419039/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/us/coronavirus-south-dakota-meat-plant-refugees.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html#clusters
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/22/world-bank-warns-of-collapse-in-money-sent-home-by-migrant-workers
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/22/world-bank-warns-of-collapse-in-money-sent-home-by-migrant-workers
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/covid19-immigrants-shut-out-federal-relief
https://apnews.com/f39e7e14e34eca99d2505aa1dc0fbe8c
https://apnews.com/f39e7e14e34eca99d2505aa1dc0fbe8c
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2020/04/10/covid-19-and-immigrant-health/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/15/fearing-deportation-many-immigrants-at-higher-risk-of-covid-19-are-afraid-to-seek-testing-or-care/

