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Introduction 
 
COVID-19 is having an unprecedented effect on communities across the world. A quick look at 

the latest news in 2020 is sufficient to see the vast array of health, economic, and social impacts 

that have either directly or indirectly been caused by the virus, or have been worsened by the 

pandemic. Tens of millions of people have contracted the virus. Over a million people have died or 

faced long-term health effects from the virus. Many millions of people have lost their jobs, and 

others have seen their businesses shut down, as entire sectors have been forced to grind to a halt. 

Inequality has deepened. Xenophobia, discrimination, and stigmatization have been exacerbated 

by misinformation and fake news in the media, especially social media, and the politicization of 

the health measures meant to address the virus. 

Undoubtedly, COVID-19 has had specific impacts, both measurable and immeasurable, on hu-

man mobility, migration and migrants. Recognizing the importance of building the evidence to 

address these effects, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) began several initiatives 

to help address the health and socio-economic challenges and risks faced by migrants. One of 

these initiatives, spearheaded by the Migration Research Division (MRD) starting in March 2020, 

was the release of a weekly series of COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots designed to capture the lat-

est research, information and analysis in a fast-moving environment. Over two or three pages, 

each Analytical Snapshot includes a collection of public information, through aggregation of exter-

nal research and data on different aspects of COVID impact on migrants. Several topics have been 

updated as analysis has developed. 

While initially published separately as discrete editions, these Snapshots have been compiled into 

a special volume during its translation into Mandarin Chinese. When read as a part of a single 

volume as presented here, the reader may be struck by the changes in the research and analysis 

of COVID-19 and human mobility over time. Indeed, a growing recognition of the disparate im-

pacts of the virus on migrants, the emergence of a parallel “misinfo-demic” spreading around the 

world and the surprising trends of remittances during the pandemic are but three topics which 

exhibit the evolving nature of the evidence-base during the intervening months. This volume is 

not exhaustive, as the research on COVID-19 and migration is likely to grow in the years and dec-

ades to come, but it does provide a compilation of the existing robust and balanced analysis, in-

cluding in IOM’s flagship publication, the World Migration Report. 

Translations of snapshots continue. Other than English, the Snapshots are available in Arabic,  

French, Mandarin Chinese, Russian and Spanish. 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 

the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever 

on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  
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 IOM Crisis Response 
 

IOM’s Statement on COVID-19 and Mobility highlights the im-

portance of supporting migrants throughout the ongoing 

Coronavirus crisis: 

Within countries that have been hardest hit, migrants 

are exposed to many of the same vulnerabilities as other     

citizens, and often to a greater extent. 

Efforts to support all vulnerable groups … should be 

strongly considered to avoid harmful consequences, min-

imise hardship, as well as reduce public health risk.  
 

Drawing upon its experiences from previous emergencies, 

IOM’s COVID-19 Global Strategic Preparedness and Response 

Plan (SRP) aims to support countries which require additional 

resources, whether financial, technical or operational.  

IOM is playing a direct role in: 
 Risk communication and community engagement; 
 Crisis and cross-border coordination; 
 Training government employees; 
 Population mobility mapping; and 

 Enhanced surveillance, and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

(WASH) services. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #1: Tools and Resources   

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Key Daily Updates 

World Health Organization Situa-

tion Reports 

 The Situation Reports give an 

update of developments in 

the preceding 24 hours. 

 Each report also includes a 

daily ‘Subject in Focus’. 
 

Oxford COVID-19 Government 

Response Tracker (OxCGRT) 

 OxCGRT records government 

responses across countries 

and time in a consistent way.  

 They collect publicly available 

information on 11 indicators 

of response and use these to 

create a “Stringency Index”. 

WHO Myth Buster 

In the face of misinformation and 

fake news, the WHO has busted a 

number of COVID-19 myths.  

COVID-19 Travel Restrictions Globally 

 

  
To understand how COVID-19 affects global 

mobility, IOM’s DTM Global Mobility Restriction 

Overview maps the various travel disruptions 

and restrictions in place across the world. 

The Points of Entry Baseline Assessment shows 

the number and type of restrictions imposed at 

1,221 points of entry, and reports which popu-

lation categories have been most affected by 

these measures.   

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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Behind nCov2019 

When 17 y-o high school stu-

dent Avi Schiffmann found it 

“hard to get clear, concise and 

accurate information” on 

COVID-19 cases, he decided to 

do something about it.  Avi cre-

ated nCov2019, which scrapes 

data from BNO News, the CDC 

and the WHO every minute to 

provide country statistics.  

 

 

Several research centers and migration news websites have 

already begun asking how COVID-19 has, is and will impact 

migration and mobility: 

COMPAS  

 A forum to facilitate brainstorming about what COVID-19 

means for our fast-moving world, from cross-border migra-

tion and racism to mobile work and the concept of ‘home’. 

Migration Policy Institute  

 To combat COVID-19, governments have turned to migra-

tion management tools. How might these policy changes 

impact immigration systems in the long term? 

Center for Strategic & International Studies 

 Five ways that COVID-19 may impact global migration, long 

after health systems and the economy have bounced back. 

Info Migrants 

 Updates on how migrants around the world are being 

affected by COVID-19, including the most vulnerable. 

Migration Research Centre Analysis 

BNO News, nCov2019 Data Map  

          Tracking COVID-19 cases around the world 
 

A number of online interactive dashboards have been 

created to allow public health authorities, researchers 

and the general public to visualize and track the outbreak 

of COVID-19 as it unfolds. 

These dashboards show the number of confirmed COVID-

19 cases, fatalities and recoveries at the country level, as 

well as the change in cases over time. 

The most cited dashboards include those hosted by John 

Hopkins University, nCov2019 and the WHO COVID-19 

Situation Dashboard. 

World Economic Forum’s  
COVID-19 Mapping 

The map is a visual representa-

tion of how the key issues un-

derpinning COVID-19 — includ-

ing travel — interact and inter-

sect.  

The migration map (curated by 

IOM) is also being regularly up-

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-2
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://bnonews.com/index.php/2020/03/the-latest-coronavirus-cases/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/685d0ace521648f8a5beeeee1b9125cd
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/project/the-coronavirus-and-mobility-forum/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/us-immigration-policy-program-international-program/coronavirus
https://www.csis.org/analysis/five-ways-covid-19-changing-global-migration
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/tag/coronavirus/
https://ncov2019.live/map
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-2
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://ncov2019.live/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/685d0ace521648f8a5beeeee1b9125cd
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/685d0ace521648f8a5beeeee1b9125cd
https://intelligence.weforum.org/topics/a1G0X000006O6EHUA0?tab=publications
https://intelligence.weforum.org/topics/a1G0X000006O6EHUA0?tab=publications
https://www.iom.int/world-economic-forum-strategic-intelligence-platform-migration


Modern mobility systems 

The exponential spread of the novel Coronavirus, 

called COVID-19, is facilitated by the globalized 

interconnectivity of current mobility systems, the 

same transit routes and modes of transportation 

utilized in international migration. 

It is almost inevitable that as we connect 

more, as more and more people live in big 

cities close to airports, which are not only the 

super-spreaders of the ‘goods’ of              

globalization, but also the ‘bads’, that       

contagion would cascade around the world. 

 Professor Ian Goldin,                                                      

Founding Director, Oxford Martin School 

     Read more about Prof Goldin’s work on       

pandemics and globalization here. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #2: Modern mobility systems and pandemics  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Air travel 

In 2018, airlines collectively carried over 4.2 billion passengers from origin to destination. In a data story 

published in The New York Times, researchers analysed the travel movements of hundreds of millions of 

people. Air travel facilitated the pandemic spread of COVID-19 internationally; restricting travel has 

been central to the global response to “flatten the curve”, and is unprecedented historically. 

86% 

The estimate of infected travelers who went 

undetected before 23 January 2020. 

Mobility tracking globally  

IOM’s response to the abrupt changes in 

international mobility can be found on the 

dedicated webpage to COVID-19 response. 

This page also details ongoing IOM work 

with vulnerable migrants. Notably, IOM is 

tracking the travel restriction policies of 

states. 

The International Civil Aviation Organization 

(ICAO) is the specialized agency of the UN 

for issues related to civil air transport. It’s 

COVID-19 portal has specified Q&A sheets 

for States, Air Transport Operators, and the 

General Public. A statistical page also shows 

the impact of COVID-19 on air travel. The 

status of airports is also available on ICAO’s 

Global COVID-19 Airport Status webpage.  

30 cities in 26 countries 

had experienced outbreaks before  

31 January  2020.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/world/coronavirus-spread.htmlhttps:/www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/world/coronavirus-spread.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/world/coronavirus-spread.htmlhttps:/www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/world/coronavirus-spread.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/world/coronavirus-spread.htmlhttps:/www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/world/coronavirus-spread.html


This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

Mobility going forward 

Some scholars believe that the pandemic’s effects will have lasting effects on work and transport sys-

tems. As cities and States have put up transportation barriers, both physical and legal, many potential                

vulnerabilities could borne by labour migrants and migrants caught in crisis situations.  

Transport barriers can lead to situations of forced immobility and steepened inequality. Barriers to hu-

manitarian assistance is expected to put those already vulnerable at further risk. Part of the challenge 

for states and humanitarian actors (including UN agencies) is managing the uncertainty created by this 

unprecedented pandemic. Evidence on the impacts of significantly reduced (both positive and negative) 

will be crucial in evolving policy deliberations.  A recent publication by The Lancet suggests that there 

may be a recurring round of COVID-19 infections in the Northern Hemisphere in Fall 2020. States will be 

needing to re-assess their mobility and transit systems regularly as evidence comes to light. 

Train systems 

Preliminary tracing by scientists seems to indicate that a 

large train station in Wuhan, China seems to have been 

the initial hotspot transmission point for many cases that 

would eventually cross provincial lines. The timing of the 

Lunar New Year motivated some five million passengers 

to travel out of Wuhan before the lockdown.  

To mitigate the spread of COVID-19, countries with exten-

sive rail systems such as China, India, and many countries 

in Europe suspended or cut back transport service. 

Scheduled flights 

To respond to the spread of COVID-19, governments 

around the world began restricting air travel. Estimates 

of air travel have found that the number of scheduled 

flights for the week of 23 March 2020 dropped by 29% 

compared to the same week in 2019. 

 

Very fast ambulances 

In a modification of an existing mode 

of mobility, authorities in France have 

converted several TGV trains into 

“very fast ambulances” that transport 

patients in heavily affected regions of 

France into other regions with 

available capacity. 
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/transportation/railways/railways-extend-cancellation-of-all-passenger-train-services-till-april-14/articleshow/74813298.cms
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/mar/24/coronavirus-travel-updates-which-countries-have-restrictions-and-fco-warnings-in-place
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/mar/24/coronavirus-travel-updates-which-countries-have-restrictions-and-fco-warnings-in-place
https://www.oag.com/coronavirus-airline-schedules-data
https://www.oag.com/coronavirus-airline-schedules-data
https://www.citylab.com/life/2020/03/coronavirus-cases-france-train-hospital-tgv-covid-19-patient/608833/
https://www.oag.com/coronavirus-airline-schedules-data


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #3: Travel restrictions & mobility  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19  

As COVID-19 continues to spread across the world, governments have swiftly moved to impose 

travel restrictions in an effort to reduce the impact of the pandemic by restricting international   

mobility. These restrictions have mainly applied to international travel, however, several countries 

have also implemented strict bans on internal movement.  

In addition to travel restrictions, border management measures such as border closures have been 

introduced, while screening of travelers at airports and border crossings has been enhanced.   

IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) is tracking mobility restrictions around the world at a 

global, regional and country level and as of 23 March 2020, 174 countries, territories or areas had 

introduced or updated existing travel restrictions related to COVID-19. The most widely imposed 

restrictions were based on countries of arrival and  passengers with medical requirements.  

Most Common Restriction Types 

Source: IOM (DTM) 

 

Travel restrictions and international protection 

Some travel restrictions by some states have resulted in a ban all entry, including of people seeking pro-

tection. This has left some asylum seekers stranded at borders and, in some cases, vulnerable to persecu-

tion and other abuse. A recent paper by UNHCR sets out key considerations regarding the implementation 

of COVID-19 testing/screening measures of those who seek protection, and the principle of non-

refoulement or denial of the chance to seek asylum.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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Impact of travel restrictions 

on migrant workers 

Mobility restrictions due to COVID-19 

fears are having a significant impact on 

mobility and migration and carry signifi-

cant implications for migrant workers. 

Many migrant workers are already 

stranded and unable to return home, 

while disruptions to visa regimes mean 

that some cannot assume new work or 

return to their countries or areas of 

work. Meanwhile, some predict that mi-

grants’ inability to travel for work could 

have devastating impacts on the global 

food supply chain and, should travel re-

strictions become prolonged, some work 

previously occupied by migrants may 

quickly be automated as companies try 

to mitigate the impact on their produc-

tivity.  

Travel restrictions and the work of humanitarian organizations 

There are growing concerns that blanket travel restrictions are limiting the ability of humanitarian organ-

izations to deliver urgent assistance and services to vulnerable populations, including refugees and Inter-

nally Displaced Persons (IDPs). Already, travel restrictions have forced IOM and UNHCR to suspend re-

settlement travel for refugees, while leaving some stranded or separated from their families. In its rec-

ommendations for international traffic, the World Health Organization advises against the ‘application of 

travel or trade restrictions to countries experiencing COVID-19 outbreaks’ and stresses that these re-

strictions may result in adverse consequences, such as on the delivery of aid and technical support.  

Travel restrictions and irregular migration 

Even with the most recent travel bans and restrictions, some borders remain porous. As COVID-19-related 

travel restrictions continue to come into effect, there are growing fears that increasingly desperate people 

may turn to smugglers and some may even fall into the hands of human traffickers. 

Impact on border management 

With limited capacity at entry points, some 

countries have come under pressure to quickly en-

hance capacity at borders, seaports and airports in 

order to more quickly and efficiently implement travel 

restrictions, while also ensuring that frontline workers 

at entry points are well-trained.  

As part of its strategic response, IOM is working with 

multiple countries to support ministries of health and 

border authorities and partners to strengthen prepar-

edness of key entry and exit points through a range of 

activities. Some of these include training immigration 

and border/port officials on standard operating proce-

dures to better respond to travelers who are sick with 

COVID-19, support active surveillance, including 

health screening and improving point of entry infra-

structure.  

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 
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COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #4: Consular and other assistance 

for stranded migrants and travellers  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

What is consular assistance?  

Under the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, 

States have agreed for other States to establish consular 

posts on their territory. These consular posts usually take the 

forms of consulates or embassies representing the interests 

of their State and nationals in the receiving country.  

Their functions most notably include assisting their nationals 

in situations of emergencies, such as in conflict or disaster 

situations or during sanitary crises as the current COVID-19 

pandemic.   

Did you know? 

In international law, consular assis-

tance is referred to as ‘a right of 

the State’. This entails that, alt-

hough nationals have the right to 

seek assistance, they do not have 

an entitlement to receive it. 

Whether or not consular assis-

tance will be provided and the 

type of assistance ultimately de-

pend on the State itself.  

Who can benefit from consular assis-

tance during the COVID-19 crisis? 

Consular services are limited to the benefit of 

nationals abroad. In the current COVID-19 

pandemic, consular services are more specifi-

cally provided to nationals who are stranded 

in another country due to the increasing num-

ber of travel restrictions passed by countries 

and territories to contain the virus.  

Hence, consular assistance services are cur-

rently focusing on:  

 tourists; and  

 migrants, such as students and migrant 

workers. 

Consular assistance does not concern refu-

gees who, by definition, do not benefit from 

the protection of their country of origin. 

What type of assistance is being provided 

during the COVID-19 crisis? 

The consular assistance services vary from one 
State to the other. In addition to issuing identity 
and travel documents, consular services usually 
offer repatriation assistance to their nationals 
stranded abroad in two main forms:  

 Logistical assistance: ranging from 
information provided to tourists and 
migrants on how to travel back to their 
country of origin to their actual repatriation 
being organized by their country.  

 Financial assistance:  financial help provided 
by the country of origin for tourists and 
migrants who do not have sufficient financial 
resources to travel back, sometimes in the 
form of a loan that individuals will have to 
reimburse afterwards.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

3
1

 M
ar

ch
 2

0
2

0 

https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/9_2_1963.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-migration
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2019/05/17/consular-protection-legal-identity-and-migrants-rights-time-for-convergence/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2019/05/17/consular-protection-legal-identity-and-migrants-rights-time-for-convergence/
https://migration.iom.int/
https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-migration
https://orbi.uliege.be/bitstream/2268/246158/4/Consular_assistance_final.pdf
https://travel.gc.ca/assistance/emergency-info/financial-assistance/covid-19-financial-help
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 Beyond consular assistance 

Of course, not all the 272 million international migrants worldwide will seek consular assistance for 

their repatriation. Many countries’ Ministries of Foreign Affairs have been issuing advisories on COVID-

19 and travel restrictions to assist their citizens abroad. As part of its commitment to ensuring the 

welfare of its citizens, the Philippine’s Department of Foreign Affairs is also tracking the number of 

COVID-19 cases among Filipinos abroad.  

Given the travel restrictions and closure of borders, some countries are also assisting migrants and 

tourists present on their territory with (free) visa renewal/extension. This is the case in India and 

Qatar. Portugal has announced it will be regularizing all migrants who had previously applied for 

residence permits in order to ensure they will have access to health care and financial support during 

the pandemic.  

Migrant rights groups are also assisting migrants including by sharing information via social media.  

The Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants, for example, created a Facebook page COVID Migrant Monitor 

to update migrants on travel restrictions, government responses to COVID-19 and initiatives by 

migrant groups.  

The role of technology in consular  

assistance for stranded nationals  

Some countries are relying on 

digital technology for their 

consular authorities to get in 

touch with their nationals and 

provide them with the neces-

sary information amidst the 

COVID-19 crisis.  

For instance, Belgium and France,  set up an 

online platform where nationals have to regis-

ter, while Slovakia offers a geolocation service 

of its nationals via the SIM card of their phones.  

IOM Global Strategic Preparedness and 

Response Plan 

IOM Global Strategic Prepar-

edness and Response Plan to 

COVID-19 appeals for USD 

116.1 million for supporting 

the Organization  to respond 

to additional needs which 

have emerged from the cur-

rent pandemic.  

With respect to consular assistance, IOM sup-

ports States with the development of opera-

tional guidance and assistance for ongoing 

emergency consular and visa-issuance activi-

ties.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-2
https://www.dfa.gov.ph/covid-19-advisories
https://boi.gov.in/content/advisory-travel-and-visa-restrictions-related-covid-19-0
http://www.inis.gov.ie/
https://www.marhaba.qa/qatar-visa-renewals-and-extensions-during-covid-19-situation/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-portugal/portugal-to-treat-migrants-as-residents-during-coronavirus-crisis-idUSKBN21F0N7
https://www.facebook.com/covid19migrantAP/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC5LGHm84GRb-KMcQ0v4v7oZ_uMJ4qqt0kz-XWvMSm7O2TD9xYMRRjxDL43xnP91zYoJ562uhvhCNidekLeh4ylVLMZPithyr9uYqHEVMNS2Y1X8eiO2d5NW_Nn0EGH5apZr4taWjLpNdEb7Sm0lIN_NyRP5O1mLhKbOSGwOyIiJ9W4fjz6oi2hNpauBQCmggE
https://diplomatie.belgium.be/fr/newsroom/nouvelles/2020/lettre_ministre_goffin_corona
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/le-ministere-et-son-reseau/actualites-du-ministere/informations-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.irss.uliege.be/cms/c_4792526/fr/expatries-bloques-a-l-etranger-a-cause-du-covid-19-ce-que-cette-crise-nous-apprend-des-services-consulaires-offerts-par-les-etats-membres-de-l-union-europeenne?fbclid=IwAR0z4Yt5ba8mpRIcYzXYfnu9T3-_v02CeGy7gK9CS7E
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/default/files/uploaded-files/IOM%20Covid-19%20Appeal%202020_final_0.pdf
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/default/files/uploaded-files/IOM%20Covid-19%20Appeal%202020_final_0.pdf
https://crisisresponse.iom.int/sites/default/files/uploaded-files/IOM%20Covid-19%20Appeal%202020_final_0.pdf


New initiatives 

Lancet Migration—a global collaboration to ad-

vance migration health—has recently launched 

its Migration and Covid-19 Working Group. Infor-

mation on the Group can be found here. 

Many scientific publishers are making COVID-19-

related research free to access, including Wiley, 

Taylor & Francis, Edward Elgar, Springer Nature, 

SAGE Publishing, and Elsevier. An article on this 

“whole of system” effort can be accessed here. 

UK company Emerald Publishing has set up a 

£20,000 fund to cover publication fees for social 

sciences research relating to COVID-19 published 

on its open access platform.   

Elsevier has issued an open call for papers from 

social scientists on COVID-19 impacts on societies 

and cultures. The call closes on 30 April 2020. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #5:  Migration research & analysis  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Legal analysis and COVID-19 

There has been a substantial amount of legal analysis on aspects of COVID-19 responses undertaken in a 

range of geographic and thematic settings, including on international human rights law, travel re-

strictions and quarantine, international protection/non-refoulment, border management as well as 

broader areas such as employment law, contracts/force majeure, taxation and other matters. 

This of course also extends to research activities throughout the world, with many universities, research 

institutes and funding bodies issuing guidance for researchers on the COVID-19 impacts on research pro-

jects underway, including on contractual matters. Some research activities have also been suspended 

with resources shifting to COVID-19 research. 

    Disinformation on COVID-19 

The Institute for Strategic Dialogue has 

launched a new series of briefings by its 

Digital Research Unit on the information 

ecosystem around Covid-19. The first 

briefing compiles research from ISD’s own 

analysis of online platforms, as well as 

summarising recent investigations and 

research on the state of play of 

disinformation around Covid-19.  

Anti-migrant and far-right 

networks are exploiting the Covid-

19 situation to spread disinformation 

targeting migrants, refugees and 

other vulnerable populations on- and 

offline. 

Access the briefing here. 
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.migrationandhealth.org/migration-covid19
https://novel-coronavirus.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
https://taylorandfrancis.com/coronavirus/
https://www.e-elgar.com/covid-19-pandemic-research/
https://www.springernature.com/gp/researchers/campaigns/coronavirus
https://journals.sagepub.com/coronavirus
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/coronavirus-information-center
https://publishingperspectives.com/2020/03/coronavirus-international-publishers-make-covid-19-research-content-freely-available/
https://www.emeraldpublishing.com/coronavirus/
https://www.journals.elsevier.com/social-sciences-and-humanities-open/call-for-papers/coronavirus-society-call-for-papers
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/human-rights-dimensions-covid-19-response
https://verfassungsblog.de/travel-bans-in-europe-a-legal-appraisal/
https://verfassungsblog.de/travel-bans-in-europe-a-legal-appraisal/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2004211
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5e7132834.html
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2020/fundamental-rights-refugees-asylum-applicants-and-migrants-european-borders
https://www.sfi.ie/research-news/news/covid-19/index.xml
https://sciencebusiness.net/news/research-ice-across-europe-all-resources-are-focussed-covid-19
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/covid-19-disinformation-briefing-no-1/
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New research on migration & mobility  

aspects of COVID-19 

Analysis and forecast of COVID-19 spreading in China, 

Italy and France by Duccio Fanelli and Francesco Piaz-

za 

The neglected health of international migrant work-

ers in the COVID-19 epidemic by Andrian Liem, Cheng 

Wang, Yosa Wariyanti, Carl Latkin and Brian Hall 

Preparedness and vulnerability of African countries 

against importations of COVID-19: a modelling study 

by Marius Gilbert et al. 

Modelling and Prediction of the 2019 Coronavirus 

Disease Spreading in China Incorporating Human Mi-

gration Data by Choujun Zhan, Chi Tse, Yuxia Fu, Zhi-

kang Lai and Haijun Zhang  

Covid-19: control measures must be equitable and 

inclusive by Zackary Berger, Nicholas Evans, Alexan-

dra  Phelan and Ross Silverman 

COVID-19: Projecting the Impact in Rohingya Refugee 

Camps and Beyond by Shaun Truelove, Orit Abrahim, 

Chiara Altare, Andrew Azman and Paul Spiegel 

COVID-19 pandemic: Syria’s response and healthcare 

capacity by Mazen Gharibah and Zaki Mehchy  

A Race Against the Clock: Meeting Seasonal Labor 

Needs in the Age of COVID-19 by Kate Hooper and 

Camille Le Coz 

The effect of human mobility and control measures 

on the COVID-19 epidemic in China by Moritz Kraem-

er et al. 

Survey of international education 
practitioners 

The European Association of       

International Education has released 

the results of a survey of 800 education 

staff affected by COVID-19. The report, 

Coping with COVID-19: International 

higher education in Europe, highlights 

that outward mobility of students and 

staff has been significantly affected 

during the early stages of the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

COVID-19 impacting social science 

This LSE editorial reflects on the potential 

impacts on social science as medical and 

other scientists mobilise while social 

science insights remain muted: Social 

science in a time of social distancing.  

#Hackathons 

There have been several virtual hacka-

thons on tackling different aspects of 

COVID-19 (including supporting vulnera-

ble migrants) involving researchers, uni-

versities, government, business leaders 

and others. Examples include: 

 #versusvirus Hackathon 

 MIT COVID-19 Challenge 

 Hack the Crisis Norway 

 UNLEASH COVID-19 Hack 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960077920301636
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0960077920301636
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(20)30076-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(20)30076-6/fulltext
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673620304116
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673620304116
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3546051
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3546051
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3546051
https://www.bmj.com/content/368/bmj.m1141
https://www.bmj.com/content/368/bmj.m1141
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3561565
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3561565
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/103841/1/CRP_covid_19_in_Syria_policy_memo_published.pdf
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/103841/1/CRP_covid_19_in_Syria_policy_memo_published.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/meeting-seasonal-labor-needs-age-covid-19
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/meeting-seasonal-labor-needs-age-covid-19
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/03/25/science.abb4218
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/03/25/science.abb4218
https://www.eaie.org/blog/coping-covid-report.html
https://www.eaie.org/blog/coping-covid-report.html
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/03/23/editorial-social-science-in-a-time-of-social-distancing/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/03/23/editorial-social-science-in-a-time-of-social-distancing/
https://www.versusvirus.ch/
https://covid19challenge.mit.edu/
https://www.hackthecrisisnorway.com/
https://unleash.org/news/350-talents-facilitators-hacked-covid-19-31-new-solutions-came/


Migrants’ stigmatization and discrimination in crisis situations 
 

Stigmatization of certain groups, such as migrants, during crisis situations is not new. From terrorism to 

diseases outbreaks, migrants have often been scapegoated for endangering native populations. Diseases 

have at times been perceived as “foreign”, as was the case, for instance, with cholera in the 1830s, HIV/

AIDS in the 1980s or, more recently, with H1N1 influenza.  

The COVID-19 pandemic makes no exception as individuals of Asian and European descent and migrants 

more generally have been stigmatized for spreading the virus. Instances of stigmatization have taken the 

form of verbal and/or physical assault and social and, sometimes, institutional exclusion from the receiv-

ing society. However, compared to previous diseases outbreaks, the issue of stigmatization seems to 

have received unprecedented attention given the scale of the pandemic, the clear guidance on its nam-

ing (from WHO), its media coverage and related commentary on political instrumentalization.   

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #6:  Stigmatization & 

discrimination 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Learning from the 

“Spanish” flu 

One of the key lessons for 

COVID-19 from the so-called 

Spanish flu that engulfed the 

world in 1918 is highlighted in 

this article as being how not to 

name a pandemic. Despite not 

originating in Spain, it became 

known as the “Spanish” flu 

because the Spain was the 

first country to report it publi-

cally. The name led to stigma-

tization and has continued to 

cause offence. In Spain it is 

known as the 1918 flu. 

Misinformation, fake news and the  

instrumentalization of the COVID-19 pandemic  

The stigmatization of migrants and instances of discrimination 

against them have been exacerbated by misinformation and fake 

news in the media, especially social media, and the politicization 

of the issue.  

The pandemic has been exploited by anti-migrant, far-right and  

hate groups, with conspiracy theories circulating on the origin of 

the virus. While some have been claiming that COVID-19 is a bio-

weapon or is linked to 5G connectivity, others have pointed to 

migration and migrants as the cause of the COVID-19 outbreak.  

The stigmatization of migrants is here symptomatic of the over-

load of information on social media over which there is little con-

trol and which is instrumentalized for political and other inter-

ests.  
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.euronews.com/2020/03/05/covid-19-and-xenophobia-why-outbreaks-are-often-accompanied-by-racism
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2690128/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/coronavirus-not-a-migration-problem
https://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/reproductive-health/spiegel-nankoe.pdf
https://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/reproductive-health/spiegel-nankoe.pdf
https://www.lindenwood.edu/files/resources/1-24.pdf
https://ecdpm.org/talking-points/migration-mobility-covid-19-tale-of-many-tales/
https://www.euronews.com/2020/03/05/covid-19-and-xenophobia-why-outbreaks-are-often-accompanied-by-racism
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-2019-ncov-on-11-february-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/03/four-lessons-the-spanish-flu-can-teach-us-about-coronavirus
https://www.euronews.com/2020/03/05/covid-19-and-xenophobia-why-outbreaks-are-often-accompanied-by-racism
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/advance-article/doi/10.1093/jtm/taaa031/5775501
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-Briefing-Institute-for-Strategic-Dialogue-27th-March-2020.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/19/america-far-right-coronavirus-outbreak-trump-alex-jones
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From discrimination to solidarity in face of COVID-19 

The World Health Organization has provided some tips on countering stigmas. These include spreading 

the facts, engaging social influencers, amplifying voices, stories and images of those who have recovered 

from the virus or ensuring balanced media reporting disseminating evidence-based information.   

While social media has been used to spread anxiety and hate, it has also served as a space to counter 

stigmatization and discrimination and display solidarity. A number of hashtags have gone viral on social 

media, such as #iamnotavirus launched by Chinese communities. Media outlets are also featuring stories 

of how migrants, including refugees, are supporting affected communities. Seven refugees in Italy have 

for instance managed UNHCR Italy’s Instagram account during a week for spreading messages of respon-

sibility in the face of the pandemic and solidarity.  

Risks stemming from migrants’ stigmatization in the current COVID-19 pandemic  

The stigmatization and discrimination of migrants during the COVID-19 pandemic are not only harmful 
for migrants themselves, but also for the society as a whole.  

On the short and medium terms, stigmatization and discrimination of migrants may run counter current 
responses to contain the virus outbreak and further endanger the health of populations. As noted by 
the World Health Organization:   

Stigma can:  

•Drive people to hide the illness to avoid discrimination  

•Prevent people from seeking health care immediately  

•Discourage them from adopting healthy behaviours  

 

On the longer term, stigmatization and discrimination may negatively impact on migrants’ integration. 
This would not only undermine migrants’ well-being, but more broadly that of receiving societies as mi-
grants’ exclusion can more generally undermine social cohesion.  

 

 

 

Our greatest enemy right now is not the virus 

itself. It’s fear, rumours and stigma. Our greatest 

assets are facts, reason and solidarity.  

WHO Director General, Opening remarks at the media 

briefing on COVID-19, 28 February 2020  
Click on the photo to watch a short video  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200224-sitrep-35-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=1ac4218d_2
https://www.euronews.com/2020/03/05/covid-19-and-xenophobia-why-outbreaks-are-often-accompanied-by-racism
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/01/a-beautiful-thing-the-african-migrants-getting-healthy-food-to-italians
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/23771/refugees-express-solidarity-with-italians-in-times-of-coronavirus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lio9z_XuXeM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200224-sitrep-35-covid-19.pdf?sfvrsn=1ac4218d_2
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-6
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-6
https://www.who.int/dg/speeches/detail/who-director-general-s-opening-remarks-at-the-media-briefing-on-covid-19---28-february-2020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lio9z_XuXeM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lio9z_XuXeM&feature=youtu.be


There were nearly 70 million forcibly displaced people in 2018 globally, including more than 41.3 million 
Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and 25.9 million refugees. The spread of COVID-19 threatens to exac-
erbate the vulnerabilities of those who are displaced, many of whom live in challenging environments.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #7: Displaced population impacts 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Developing regions  

host most displaced people 

A significant number of displaced people 
live in developing countries, many of 
which already faced significant challeng-
es to their healthcare systems even be-
fore COVID-19. Of the more than 40 mil-
lion IDPs displaced by conflict and vio-
lence at the end of 2018, most were in 
developing countries. Further, an esti-
mated 85 per cent of refugees are host-
ed in developing regions.  

With healthcare systems that are over-
whelmed, under-funded and some 
battered by on-going conflict, displaced 
populations in these regions risk being 
further excluded and not getting the 
healthcare support that is needed.  
  

    Crowded conditions  

Many IDPs and refugees continue to live in overcrowded conditions, where social isolation, which has be-
come standard advice all around the world, is nearly impossible; a large number live in congested settle-
ments, camps and shelters and there are growing fears that should COVID-19 enter camps, it could spread 
quickly and be difficult to contain. Some camps, including the Ritsona open accommodation site in Greece, 
have already reported infections and IOM is working to help decongest the camps on Greek islands. 

Top 20 countries with the largest stock of internally  

displaced persons by conflict and violence, 2018  
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Source: IDMC 2019 in the World Migration Report   

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  
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https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2018/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2019/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2019/
https://www.unhcr.org/globaltrends2018/
https://www.unhcr.org/5b27be547.pdf
https://www.csis.org/analysis/impact-covid-19-humanitarian-crises
https://www.csis.org/analysis/impact-covid-19-humanitarian-crises
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/covid-19-and-africas-displacement-crisis/
https://atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/coronavirus-is-exacerbating-the-precarious-situation-of-syrian-refugees-and-idps/
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/covid-19-urgent-action-needed-counter-major-threat-life-conflict-zones
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-raises-concern-over-increasing-covid-19-cases-recorded-greece-mainland-refugee-and-migrant
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf
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Poor living conditions 

The environments in which many displaced people live are without easy access to water, sanitation 
and healthcare services, conditions that make it difficult to control the spread of COVID-19. As part of 
its strategic response to the crisis, IOM is enhancing access to water and hygiene measures across its 
operations. In camps such as those in Nigeria, Ethiopia and Bangladesh, IOM has already ramped up its 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) responses, ensuring the provision of hand washing stations and 
hygiene kits including disinfectants and extra soap.  

Impact on humanitarian funding 
As governments are focused on COVID-19, there 
are fears that humanitarian funding, which is al-
ready limited, may be further impacted. Some do-
nor states are under pressure to divert humanitari-
an funding toward COVID-19, and there is concern 
that some may halt funding altogether as their 
economies struggle. IOM and UNHCR, for example, 
recently called for attention to the escalating needs 
of Venezuelan migrants and refugees, as their con-
ditions have worsened during the COVID-19 crisis. 
There are concerns that some of the most serious 
human catastrophes such as the situation in Yemen 
could worsen. 

COVID-19-related travel              
restrictions 

COVID-19-related travel restrictions are 
already having wide-ranging impacts, in-
cluding on displaced populations. The de-
livery of critical humanitarian assistance is 
threatened, refugee resettlement efforts 
have been halted while some asylum seek-
ers have been left stranded. IOM has also 
raised concerns that these restrictions will 
not only curtail its humanitarian work, but 
could also hinder the ability of populations 
in camps to work and provide for them-
selves and their families. 

Inclusion of displaced persons in pandemic plans 

Some countries, including host states, are not sufficiently including displaced persons in their pandemic 

plans, which could undermine their overall efforts to stem the spread of the disease. Should there be 

widespread outbreaks in camps, it is feared that IDPs and refugees may escape again to safety, which 

could trigger backlash from local populations and authorities and potentially result in violence.  

Guidance: camps and camp-like settings 

To ensure that its staff are well-prepared to respond to COVID-19 in camps and camp-like settings, IOM 

has issued the Camp Management Operational Guidance, which includes several frequently asked ques-

tions. IOM has also jointly with UNHCR, IFRC and WHO released interim guidance, outlining COVID-19 

readiness and response considerations for refugee camps and camp-like settings.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.iom.int/iom-responds-covid-19
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/situation_reports/file/iom_sitrep_covid_19_no3_final2.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2020/03/12/Coronavirus-emergency-aid-funding
https://www.iom.int/news/refugees-and-migrants-venezuela-during-covid-19-crisis-needs-soar-more-inclusive-measures-and
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/sb4-covid-19-and-conflict-seven-trends-watch
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/march/covid19-restrictions/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/march/covid19-restrictions/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e7103034/iom-unhcr-announce-temporary-suspension-resettlement-travel-refugees.html
https://us19.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=2dca09f67efb6fc090574a83f&id=ebda53aa45
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/27/coronavirus-refugee-health-pandemic-unhcr/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/sb4-covid-19-and-conflict-seven-trends-watch
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/covid_cm-operationsguidance.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/interim-guidance-scaling-covid-19-outbreak-readiness-and-response-operations-camps-and-camp


Since the start of COVID-19, there have been several new displacement events, including disasters and con-
flicts. Some conflicts are not new and continue to drive many people from their homes. The spread of 
COVID-19 has complicated the ability of governments and organizations to respond to other pressing hu-
manitarian crises, and threatens the effectiveness of future responses to displacement events. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #8: Displacement events 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Impact on disaster preparedness  
As countries devote significant resources to responding to COVID-19, concerns that other disaster pre-
paredness efforts are taking a backseat are mounting. Disaster events have consistently been the larg-
est drivers of displacement (see figure below).   

New internal displacements by conflict and disasters, 2008–2018 (millions)  
Source: IDMC 2019 in the World Migration Report  

Should disasters such as typhoons, earthquakes or wildfires strike during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
some countries may not be able to respond effectively. Hospitals already overwhelmed by COVID-19 
may not be able to take care of those affected by disasters, while some measures after disaster events 
such as mass shelters may become untenable, as they could become hotspots for the further spread of 
COVID-19. These concerns are especially pronounced in countries such as the United States that are 
going into disaster season. The recent powerful earthquake in Croatia after the COVID-19 lockdown 
had already taken effect also illustrates the complexities of responding to disasters while at the same 
time dealing with this pandemic.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/double-disaster-emergency-preparedness-era-covid-19
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/04/05/asia-pacific/coronavirus-pandemic-hurts-disaster-readiness/#.XotMuIgzaUl
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/climate/virus-fema-disaster-aid-shelter.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/climate/virus-fema-disaster-aid-shelter.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/climate/virus-fema-disaster-aid-shelter.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/22/croatia-earthquake-causes-widespread-damage-zagreb
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf
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Impact on the delivery of humanitarian assistance 

The spread of COVID-19 has forced governments across the world to impose strict international travel 
and internal movement restrictions in order to limit the transmission of the disease. These restrictions 
are having significant impact on the ability of aid organizations to respond to some of the world’s most 
pressing humanitarian crises.  

Large-scale displacement in countries such as Yemen and the Democratic Republic of Congo is of particu-
lar concern, with fears over not just over the strain on human resources, but also on much-needed sup-
plies to sustain people affected by these conflicts. In regions such as East and Horn of Africa, where 
COVID-19 has disrupted efforts to curb the spread of locusts that have destroyed people’s livelihoods, 
worsening food insecurity could lead to further displacement.  

If/when new disasters or conflicts occur during the pandemic, governments and aid agencies would 
struggle with logistics and transport, as COVID-19 has already taken a toll on humanitarian supply chains 
and transportation.  

Call for a global ceasefire 

The United Nations Secretary General, Antonio 
Guterres, recently called for an immediate glob-
al ceasefire to allow humanitarian organizations 
to reach vulnerable populations affected by 
COVID-19.     

Prolonging displacement events 

Several countries around the world continue 
to be ravaged by conflict, even as they scram-
ble to control the spread of COVID-19. There 
are growing concerns that the focus on COVID
-19 may result in the abandonment of efforts 
such as peace processes to resolve conflicts, 
further exacerbating or prolonging them and 
leading to further displacement. Efforts such 
as security assistance and peacekeeping could 
also be affected. Already, travel restrictions 
are taking a toll on international mediation 
efforts, as envoys are stopped from traveling.   

Impact on funding and relief coordination  
A major concern is the impact of COVID-19 on humanitarian funding. With many governments squarely 
focused on COVID-19, humanitarian agencies may struggle to get the funding needed to respond to 
large displacement events, as donor states dedicate their resources toward COVID-19. Meanwhile, 
should rapid-onset, large-scale emergencies occur during the COVID-19 pandemic, efficient humanitari-
an coordination and effective response will be more difficult, as personnel, systems, and processes of 
various organization are already stretched and under significant pressure.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/march/covid19-restrictions/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2020/04/02/coronavirus-humanitarian-aid-response
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/double-disaster-emergency-preparedness-era-covid-19
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/double-disaster-emergency-preparedness-era-covid-19
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059972
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059972
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059972
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/16/world/asia/afghanistan-coronavirus.html
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/sb4-covid-19-and-conflict-seven-trends-watch
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/sb4-covid-19-and-conflict-seven-trends-watch
https://www.csis.org/analysis/impact-covid-19-humanitarian-crises
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/double-disaster-emergency-preparedness-era-covid-19
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/double-disaster-emergency-preparedness-era-covid-19


What is immigration detention? 
 

Immigration detention refers to the depriva-

tion of liberty of migrants for migration-related 

reasons, usually related to two situations: 

• Upon arrival for establishing the identity 

and nationality of the person concerned 

or pending the processing of an immi-

gration or asylum claim; or 

• Upon removal, for enforcing an expul-

sion order when, for instance, the mi-

grant is irregularly in the country.  

Immigration detention often takes the form of 

administrative detention, that is, an adminis-

trative measure ordered by the administrative 

or judicial authorities of a State.  

Except in countries where unauthorized entry 

is criminalized, immigration detention is not a 

criminal measure, as migrants have not com-

mitted a crime but an administrative offence. 

Hence, irregular migrants are to be detained 

separately from common law criminals, in facil-

ities often referred to as immigration, pro-

cessing, retention or removal centres.      

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #9: Immigration detention   
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Risks related to immigration  

detention during the pandemic  

Concerning places of detention in general, in-

cluding immigration removal centres, the World 

Health Organization notes that:  

People deprived of their liberty, such as 

people in prisons and other placed of 

detention, are likely to be more vulnera-

ble to the coronavirus disease […] out-

break than the general population be-

cause of the confined conditions in which 

they live together for prolonged period 

of time. Moreover, experience shows 

that prisons, jails and similar settings 

where people are gathered in close prox-

imity may act as a source of infection, 

amplification and spread of infectious 

diseases within and beyond prisons. 

Risks of contagion can be exacerbated by condi-

tions of detention which are incompatible with 

the implementation of prevention measures 

against COVID-19, including social distancing in 

crowded facilities and basic hygiene measures 

in substandard sanitary conditions.  

The situation of refugees and migrants held in formal and informal places of detention, in 

cramped and unsanitary conditions, is particularly worrying. Considering the lethal consequences 

a CVOID-19 outbreak would have, they should be released without delay.  

Joint press release from OHCHR, IOM, UNHCR and WHO 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/iml_34_glossary.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/iml_34_glossary.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/434026/Preparedness-prevention-and-control-of-COVID-19-in-prisons.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/434026/Preparedness-prevention-and-control-of-COVID-19-in-prisons.pdf?ua=1
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf?utm_source=IOM+External+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=9fa6e13755-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_04_06_03_54&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9968056566-9fa6e13755-
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e836f164/rights-health-refugees-migrants-stateless-must-protected-covid-19-response.html
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Migrant children  

The principle of the best interests of the 
child is the primary consideration for all 
actions concerning children. This entails 
that their detention on the basis of their 
migration status or that of their parents 
is never in their best interests. According 
to the UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child, alternatives for children should be 
pursued in community-based contexts.  

Immigration detention and alternatives to     
detention in international law  

International human rights law regulates the depriva-

tion of liberty of migrants by prohibiting their arbitrary 

detention. Detention is a last resort measure which 

becomes arbitrary if it is not reasonable, necessary 

and proportionate, including if the grounds of deten-

tion are not justified anymore. This is for instance the 

case of detention upon expulsion when the prospects 

of removal appear to be neither real nor tangible due 

to legal impediments or practical obstacles.  

When there is no tangible prospects of removal, there 

exist alternatives to detention, such as:  

• Arrangements and accommodation in the commu-

nity and/or case management; and 

• Restrictions to freedom of movements, such as 

registration of residence requirement, reporting 

mechanism, designated residence system, bail, 

bond and surety options or supervision system.  

Responses amid the COVID-19 pandemic  

Given the inability of States to carry out deportations given current travel restrictions in place world-

wide, a number of countries have started to release some irregular migrants from immigration deten-

tion. This is, for instance, the case in Spain, Belgium and the United Kingdom.  

In other countries, some migrants with underlying health conditions have been released upon judicial 

order due to health risks posed by reported cases of COVID-19 infections in their detention facility.   

From UN agencies, to regional and civil society organizations, including migration experts, calls are being 

made for States adopt alternatives to detention and release migrants from immigration detention in 

light of the devastating effects an outbreak of COVID-19 would have in such facilities for migrants and 

the broader community. 

Conditions of detention  

under international law  

Immigration detention should not be puni-
tive and migrants, as any other persons 
deprived of their liberty, should be treated 
with humanity and dignity. This entails 
sufficient sanitary and living conditions, as 
well as enjoyment to health care as pro-
vided in the community.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/343/65/PDF/G1734365.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/343/65/PDF/G1734365.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2fPPRiCAqhKb7yhsrdB0H1l5979OVGGB%2bWPAXjdnG1mwFFfPYGIlNfb%2f6T%2fqwtc77%2fKU9JkoeDcTWWPIpCoePGBcMsRmFtoMu58pgnmzjyiyRGkPQekcPKtaaTG
http://docstore.ohchr.org/SelfServices/FilesHandler.ashx?enc=6QkG1d%2fPPRiCAqhKb7yhsrdB0H1l5979OVGGB%2bWPAXjdnG1mwFFfPYGIlNfb%2f6T%2fqwtc77%2fKU9JkoeDcTWWPIpCoePGBcMsRmFtoMu58pgnmzjyiyRGkPQekcPKtaaTG
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/ICP/IML/iom_quick_guide_on_atd_clean_external.pdf
https://www.europapress.es/epsocial/migracion/noticia-cinco-ocho-cie-ya-estan-vacios-todavia-permanecen-34-personas-internas-otros-tres-20200406144416.html
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/belgium
https://www.forbes.com/sites/freylindsay/2020/03/26/the-uk-has-released-350-immigration-detainees-amidst-coronavirus-but-hundreds-remain/#192f0a67d81c
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2020/03/27/Judge-orders-release-of-10-ICE-detainees-over-COVID-19/3831585285074/
http://bds.org/wp-content/uploads/Basank-v.-Decker-TRO-Grant.pdf
http://bds.org/wp-content/uploads/Basank-v.-Decker-TRO-Grant.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e836f164/rights-health-refugees-migrants-stateless-must-protected-covid-19-response.html
https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/commissioner-calls-for-release-of-immigration-detainees-while-covid-19-crisis-continues
https://picum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-Statement-March-2020.pdf
https://www.law.ox.ac.uk/research-subject-groups/centre-criminology/centreborder-criminologies/blog/2020/03/immigration
https://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/migration/taskforce/docs/administrativedetentionrev5.pdf
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/system/files/2020-03/IASC%20Interim%20Guidance%20on%20COVID-19%20-%20Focus%20on%20Persons%20Deprived%20of%20Their%20Liberty.pdf


doctors practicing in an 

OECD country in 2010/11 

were born overseas (22%). 
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COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #10: Economic Impacts on Migrants  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19  

The latest available estimates from 

the ILO indicate that there are 164 

million migrant workers around the 

world, accounting for 64% of (the 

then 258 million) international mi-

grants.  
 

 95.7 million (58%) of migrant 

workers are male; 

 111 million (68%) reside in high-

income countries; and 

 99.6 million (61%) reside in one of 

three regions: Northern America; 

Northern, Southern and Western 

Europe; and the Arab States. 

 

While the most immediate impact of COVID-19 is related to health, the pandemic also raises economic 

issues. The International Labor Organization (ILO) has estimated that under an extreme scenario, the pan-

demic’s impact on economic growth could increase global unemployment by 24.7 million. However, the 

ILO have since warned that the true number could be far higher — in the USA alone, almost 16 million 

people have filed new claims for unemployment benefits in the past three weeks. 

[M]igrants tend to be over-

represented in those sectors 

that are likely to see the 

brunt of this [COVID-19].  

Michael Newson, Senior Labour 

Mobility & Human Development 

Specialist, IOM 

The global economic impact of COVID-19 
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Migrants are particularly vulnerable to the economic im-

pacts of the pandemic: in high-income countries across 

the world, from the EU and the UK to Japan, Argentina 

and the US, they are more likely to work in industries 

that are more disrupted by COVID-19, such as manufac-

turing and hospitality.  

While some countries, including Russia and the UAE, 

have  relaxed rules to make it easier for labour migrants 

to renew their work permits, elsewhere the imposition 

of travel restrictions and halting of the issuing of work 

permits has left some migrants unable to reach their 

place of employment, with no other source of income.  

Even in cases where states are stepping in and replacing 

lost income, workers who cross borders to reach their 

jobs are missing out on vital support.    

The economic impact of COVID-

19 on migrant workers 
Who are migrant workers? 
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https://www.who.int/hrh/com-heeg/International_migration_online.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-2
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_738742/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-unemployment-exclu/exclusive-coronavirus-crisis-could-destroy-far-more-than-25-million-jobs-ilo-official-idUSKBN21D2MM
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/business/economy/unemployment-claim-numbers-coronavirus.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/business/economy/unemployment-claim-numbers-coronavirus.html
https://twitter.com/UNmigration/status/1241779171195404288
https://www.ippr.org/blog/migrant-workers-and-coronavirus
https://www.statista.com/chart/16838/number-of-foreign-workers-in-japan/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---migrant/documents/publication/wcms_634640.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/forbrn.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/this-is-the-human-impact-of-covid-19-and-how-business-can-help/
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https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/russia-facilitates-foreign-stay-amid-coronavirus-fears/1772279
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/politics-economics/443769-uae-government-announces-automatic-renewal-of-work-permits-visas
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-jobs-asia/hungry-stranded-and-broke-coronavirus-travel-bans-hit-migrant-workers-idUSL8N2BA7OW
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-jobs-asia/hungry-stranded-and-broke-coronavirus-travel-bans-hit-migrant-workers-idUSL8N2BA7OW
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/cross-border-workers-denied-covid-19-emergency-benefit-tds-say-1.4217056


COVID-19 and international remittances 

In 2019, migrants are estimated to have sent $551 billion in international remittances to family in low 

and middle income countries, over three times the amount of official aid received. However, as indus-

tries shut down, it is becoming increasingly difficult for migrants to send remittances internationally. 

This is not only a cause for concern for smaller economies that receive large remittances relative to the 

size of their economies, but also for larger economies that rely heavily on international remittances in 

US dollar terms, such as the Philippines and India — these countries are predicted to see a fall in re-

mittances received while at the same time migrant workers are expected to return and add to the 

number of unemployed. Countries that rely on international remittances to alleviate poverty are ex-

pected to be hard hit. In Tajikistan, international remittances were almost 30% of GDP in late 2019, 

contributing to food, shelter and other basic needs. Nearby in Kyrgyzstan, remittances have been esti-

mated to reduce the national poverty rate by 6–7 per cent.  

The impact on seasonal work 

Meeting labour shortages caused by the COVID-19 

travel restrictions is becoming time-critical in the agri-

cultural sector. Long dependent upon migrant labour, 

governments across the developed world are working 

fast to avoid crop losses. 

In Australia and New Zealand, which are both mid-

harvest, governments are seeking to extend the work 

permits of seasonal workers before they expire.  

Where the harvest season is yet to get underway, 

travel restrictions have been modified to allow the 

entry of seasonal workers: to ensure their smooth 

passage the EU has classified these workers as essen-

tial, while the US has removed the requirement for an 

interview prior to arrival. In Germany and Italy, the 

respective agricultural ministers have proposed lifting 

working restrictions on asylum seekers.  

Fighting COVID-19 with visas 

To enable healthcare workers to focus on 

the fight against COVID-19, the UK gov-

ernment has extended the visas of mi-

grant healthcare workers, free of charge, 

for one year, while migrant nurses have 

had the deadline for skill tests extended. 

Similarly, the Australian government has 

lifted restrictions on international nurs-

ing students to allow them to work as 

many hours as non-migrants.  
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   1 in 6 nurses            
practicing in an OECD country in 

2010/11 were born overseas (15%). 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/data-release-remittances-low-and-middle-income-countries-track-reach-551-billion-2019
http://www.ipsnews.net/2020/04/the-economic-impact-of-covid-19-on-developing-countries/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/data-release-remittances-low-and-middle-income-countries-track-reach-551-billion-2019
https://www.ft.com/content/e71b9fa6-2e94-439b-985d-88b4bbed71b8
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-2
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/migrationremittancesdiasporaissues/brief/migration-remittances-data
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020_en_ch_3_1.pdf
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---migrant/documents/publication/wcms_538710.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/meeting-seasonal-labor-needs-age-covid-19
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/meeting-seasonal-labor-needs-age-covid-19
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_545
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/03/18/seasonal-farmworkers-visas-food-supply-chain-coronavirus/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/freylindsay/2020/03/26/germanys-agriculture-minister-wants-asylum-seekers-to-help-with-coronavirus-labor-shortages/#53b6856e5e18
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/03/farmers-across-europe-bank-on-improvised-armies-of-pickers-to-save-harvest
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-6
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/nhs-frontline-workers-visas-extended-so-they-can-focus-on-fighting-coronavirus
https://www.smh.com.au/national/visa-work-restrictions-lifted-on-20-000-international-student-nurses-20200318-p54bfz.html
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.who.int/hrh/com-heeg/International_migration_online.pdf


of the 47 countries recognized by the United 

Nations as the Least Developed are in Africa 

70% 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #11: Implications for Development  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19  

Development, one of the main priori-

ties of the UN, is a multidimensional 

undertaking to achieve a higher quali-

ty of life for all people, encompassing 

both economic and social elements. 

While there is no established conven-

tion for the designation of developing 

countries, the criteria used by the UN 

include country income, education 

and health levels, and structural vul-

nerability to environmental and eco-

nomic shocks. 

64% of the world’s population reside 

in less developed countries (excluding 

China), and 13% in the Least Devel-

oped countries that face severe struc-

tural impediments to development. 
[M]igrants tend to be over-

represented in those sectors 

that are likely to see the 

brunt of this [COVID-19].  

Michael Newson, Senior Labour 

Mobility & Human Development 

Specialist, IOM 
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UNCTAD note that 60% of developing countries, and 

over 80% of the Least Developed Countries (LDCs) are 

dependent on commodity exports. The sharp fall in for-

eign income from these exports, as well as from tour-

ism and remittances, that is expected due to the pan-

demic will limit the ability of governments in develop-

ing countries to support their populations. 

The informal sector is also particularly large in develop-

ing countries, with individuals in these countries mak-

ing up much of the 55% of the global population that 

have no access to social protection. As a result, many 

of the poorest have to continue working to earn in-

come, despite the risks of contracting and spreading 

the virus.  

Yet it is in these developing countries, where for many 

self-isolation is not an option, that conditions are most 

conducive to the spread of COVID-19. Nearly 75% of 

those in LDCs lack access to soap and water, many of 

whom live in densely populated urban slums. In addi-

tion, health systems in these countries — which often 

have less of the key equipment needed to tackle the 

virus, such as tests and ventilators — are underfunded 

and could soon be overwhelmed by the pandemic. 

Risks for developing countries 

stemming from the pandemic 

What is development? 

   COVID-19 and equality 

COVID-19 Is not the ‘great 

equalizer’…but rather an 

amplifier of existing inequal-

ities. 

Heaven Crawley, Professor, Centre for 

Trust, Peace and Social Relations at 

Coventry University, UK  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://unctad.org/en/pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=486
https://unctad.org/en/pages/PressRelease.aspx?OriginalVersionID=486
https://research.un.org/en/docs/dev
https://research.un.org/en/docs/dev
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/WESP2019_BOOK-ANNEX-en.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category/ldc-criteria.html
https://population.un.org/wpp/Publications/Files/WPP2019_Volume-I_Comprehensive-Tables.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/least-developed-country-category.html
https://twitter.com/UNmigration/status/1241779171195404288
https://www.un.org/pga/73/wp-content/uploads/sites/53/2019/07/Informal-interactive-dialogue-on-Commodity-markets-summary.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/flattening-the-covid-19-curve-in-developing-countries/
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/04/02/covid-19-consequences-for-international-migration-and-development/amp/
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/COVID19_Crisis_in_developing_countries_threatens_devastate_economies.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/flattening-the-covid-19-curve-in-developing-countries/
https://www.mideq.org/en/blog/great-amplifier-covid-19-migration-and-inequality/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/press-releases/handwashing-with-soap-critical-in-the-fight-against-coronavirus-is-out-of-reach-for-billions-unicef/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/press-releases/handwashing-with-soap-critical-in-the-fight-against-coronavirus-is-out-of-reach-for-billions-unicef/
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/coronavirus-developing-world-brazil-egypt-india-kenya-venezuela/2020/03/31/d52fe238-6d4f-11ea-a156-0048b62cdb51_story.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/20/africas-fragile-health-systems-rush-to-contain-coronavirus
https://www.mideq.org/en/blog/great-amplifier-covid-19-migration-and-inequality/


UNCTAD estimate that developing countries are facing a 

$2-3 trillion financing gap over the next two years. In re-

sponse, several international organizations have de-

ployed their resources: 

 IOM has launched a $116.1 million Global Strategic 

Preparedness and Response Plan to support countries 

who need additional resources to support their health 

systems and prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

 The African Development Bank has listed the “Fight 

COVID-19 Social Bond”, which has raised $3 billion. 

 The IMF is providing $100 billion of emergency funds 

to support developing countries. 

 The World Bank has approved a group of projects to 

assist 25 developing countries, costing $1.9 billion. 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

 

 

 

As lockdowns and travel restrictions 

have been enacted across the world, 

the World Tourism and Trade Council 

has warned that 50 million jobs in 

the travel and tourism sector world-

wide are at risk. This could have huge 

implications for development — no-

tably in Central American, Caribbean 

and Asian countries where tourism is 

particularly large — as the sector has 

been found to be key to economic 

development and poverty reduction.  

COVID-19 and international remittances 

In 2019, migrants sent $551 billion in international remittanc-

es to family in low and middle income countries, over three 

times the amount of official aid received. Remittances have 

emerged as significant drivers of development globally as mi-

gration has increased over recent decades. But as destination 

economies contract, remittances are expected to decline sig-

nificantly. In one of the major receiving countries of interna-

tional remittances, Mexico, COVID-19-related economic im-

pacts are expected to reduce by more than 20% in 2020. 

In sub-Saharan Africa, the World Bank has projected COVID-19 

will cost the region between USD 37-79 billion in output losses 

in 2020 due to trade disruptions, significantly reduced foreign 

income (such as remittances and FDI) and other impacts.  The 

first recession in the region for 25 years is forecast. Source: World Bank, 2019, in the World 

Migration Report 

Financial support for developing countries 

Tourism and development 

https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2315
https://www.iom.int/covid19
https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/african-development-bank-celebrates-milestone-first-social-bond-listing-london-stock-exchange-35078
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2020/04/03/sp040320-opening-remarks-for-joint-imf-who-press-conference
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/02/world-bank-group-launches-first-operations-for-covid-19-coronavirus-emergency-health-support-strengthening-developing-country-responses
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.wttc.org/about/media-centre/press-releases/press-releases/2020/coronavirus-puts-up-to-50-million-travel-and-tourism-jobs-at-risk-says-wttc/
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1220&context=ucfscholar
https://stars.library.ucf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1220&context=ucfscholar
https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/data-release-remittances-low-and-middle-income-countries-track-reach-551-billion-2019
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/money-sent-home-workers-now-largest-source-external-financing-low-and-middle-income
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020_en_ch_2.pdf
https://www.bbvaresearch.com/en/publicaciones/remittances-to-mexico-could-fall-17-in-2020-and-recover-between-2023-2028-due-to-covid-19/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/09/covid-19-coronavirus-drives-sub-saharan-africa-toward-first-recession-in-25-years
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf


Migrants, human rights & COVID-19 

Rapid responses to COVID-19 involving the 

imposition of travel restrictions, new visa re-

quirements, quarantine, limited/no internal 

movement as well as export restrictions have 

been central to combatting the spread of the 

virus. However, some analysts are pointing to 

the unexpected boon to nativist nationalists, 

and likely impacts on longer-term reductions 

in global mobility. Some travel restrictions 

may not be lifted, and there are concerns 

about human rights abuses being reported 

that relate to COVID-19 responses.  

Migrants can be particularly vulnerable to 

abuse, especially those who have been dis-

placed, those in immigration detention, and 

those in communities who may be marginal-

ized, such as irregular migrants. IOM, along 

with other organisations, has called for the 

urgent need to ensure migrant-inclusive ap-

proaches in the overall COVID-19 response.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #12: Global Migration Governance 
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Socio-economic impacts and      

global governance 

Beyond the immediate coordinated health re-

sponse to COVID-19, the UN is assessing and re-

sponding to the socio-economic impacts of the 

pandemic. In the launching the UN’s report 

“Shared responsibility, global solidarity: responding 

to the socio-economic impacts of covid-19”, UN 

Secretary General Antonio Guterres argued that:  

...we must tackle the devastating social 

and economic dimensions of this crisis, 

with a focus on the most affected: wom-

en, older persons, youth, low-wage 

workers, small and medium enterprises, 

the informal sector and vulnerable 

groups, especially those in humanitarian 

and conflict settings.  

More on the UN response can be found here.  

 

With most countries and territories in the world now affected by COVID-19—185 as at 10 April 2020— 

global governance systems have been under pressure not seen since WWII. While pressures have been 

felt most on health, economic and social systems, early analysis is also showing that the pandemic is 

affecting critical areas of security, with some arguing that the pandemic arrived as our “frameworks to 

prevent catastrophic confrontation are crumbling”. In his 2011 book, Pandemics and Peace, William Long 

shows how global economic and political stability could fall victim to a pandemic, such as COVID-19.  

COVID-19: a global governance crisis 
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://migration.iom.int/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/12/coronavirus-killing-globalization-nationalism-protectionism-trump/
https://think.ing.com/articles/four-scenarios-for-the-global-economy-after-covid-19/
https://www.graduateinstitute.ch/communications/news/human-rights-covid-19-crisis
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/health/coronavirus-us-cases-government-pandemic-democracy-covid-19-a9407011.html
https://www.iom.int/covid19
https://www.iom.int/covid19
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://www.ipsnews.net/2020/04/covid-19-impact-work-disarmament/
http://visionofhumanity.org/news/pandemics-and-peace-at-a-glance/


Health in the Global Compact on Migration 

The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (GCM) features health as a cross-cutting 

priority with references to health and health-care access in several objectives. Key health-related ob-

jectives within the GCM are outlined in the Migration and health chapter of the World Migration Re-

port 2020. The GCM provides the health community the opportunity to use it as a tool to advance 

migrant-sensitive health policies and services within discussions on migration governance, where 

health often remains left behind.  

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

 

 

 

New articles on COVID-19 and                   

migration governance 

How Will the COVID-19 pandemic re-

shape refugee and migration govern-

ance? by Kristin Sandvik & Adèle Garnier  

“We are all fragile, but we are not all 

equally fragile”: Humanitarian opera-

tions amidst the COVID-19 pandemic                       

by Andrea Silkoset  

Mekong governments urged to protect 

migrants workers by Michelle Russell 

COVID-19: consequences for interna-

tional migration and development by 

Jason Gagnon  

The coronavirus pandemic could be dev-

astating for the world's migrants                                 

by Marie McAuliffe and Celine Bauloz  

Coronavirus is spreading across borders, 

but it is not a migration problem                           

by Natalia Banulescu-Bogdan, Meghan 

Benton and Susan Fratzke  

The UN Network on Migration works to ensure effective, 

timely and coordinated system-wide support to Member 

States in the implementation, follow-up and review of the 

Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration 

(GCM).  

As the world confronts the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the United Nations Network on Mi-

gration salutes the immense efforts to 

date to combat this crisis and urges that all 

– including migrants regardless of migrato-

ry status – are included in efforts to miti-

gate and roll back this illness’s impact.  

Read the full statement here. See also the Network’s 

Community of Practice: Voices from the Ground, which 

aims to facilitate the exchange of factual, constructive, 

information on COVID-19 responses. Posted contribu-

tions include those from PICUM, ICMC, CGD and others.  

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020_en_ch_7.pdf
https://www.iom.int/wmr/2020
https://www.iom.int/wmr/2020
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://blogs.prio.org/2020/03/how-will-the-covid-19-pandemic-reshape-refugee-and-migration-governance/
https://blogs.prio.org/2020/03/how-will-the-covid-19-pandemic-reshape-refugee-and-migration-governance/
https://blogs.prio.org/2020/03/how-will-the-covid-19-pandemic-reshape-refugee-and-migration-governance/
https://blogs.prio.org/2020/04/we-are-all-fragile-but-we-are-not-all-equally-fragile-humanitarian-operations-amidst-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://blogs.prio.org/2020/04/we-are-all-fragile-but-we-are-not-all-equally-fragile-humanitarian-operations-amidst-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://blogs.prio.org/2020/04/we-are-all-fragile-but-we-are-not-all-equally-fragile-humanitarian-operations-amidst-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.just-style.com/news/mekong-governments-urged-to-protect-migrant-workers_id138478.aspx
https://www.just-style.com/news/mekong-governments-urged-to-protect-migrant-workers_id138478.aspx
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/04/02/covid-19-consequences-for-international-migration-and-development/
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/04/02/covid-19-consequences-for-international-migration-and-development/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/the-coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-for-the-worlds-refugees/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/the-coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-for-the-worlds-refugees/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/coronavirus-not-a-migration-problem
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/coronavirus-not-a-migration-problem
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/statements/covid-19-does-not-discriminate-nor-should-our-response
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/covid-19


Visa Extensions 

Visa overstaying is among the primary pathways to 

irregularity. Recognizing the dilemma faced by 

millions of workers and other migrants holding 

soon-to-expire visas, over 20 countries have  

automatically extended visa validity periods. At 

least one country from every region of the world 

has implemented a visa extension policy in 

response to COVID-19. 

Public health governance           

and  irregular migration  

Poorly managed, inadequate or              

discriminatory immigration and health  

system  responses can have multiple    

negative  consequences for the health of       

migrants and the communities with which 

they  interact.  

Migrants in irregular situations,   asy-

lum seekers, exploited and trafficked 

persons may be particularly at risk of 

COVID-19 because their living or 

working environment may expose 

them to the virus without necessary          

protection. 

—UN Special Rapporteurs Felipe González 

Morales and Maria Grazia Giammarinaro.  

Click here for the press briefing note. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #13: Irregularity, protection & smuggling  
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      Travel restrictions and smuggling 

Even with the most recent travel bans and restrictions, some borders remain porous. As COVID-19 relat-

ed travel restrictions continue to come into effect, there are growing fears that increasingly desperate 

people may turn to smugglers and some may even fall into the hands of human traffickers. The Global 

Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime released a publication that included information about 

changes in migrant smuggling operations that have occurred in response to COVID-19 measures. For ex-

ample, early evidence in Niger suggests smugglers are moving toward more clandestine routes, which 

may also be more dangerous. On the Venezuela-Colombia border, officials have expressed concerns 

about migrants forced into making risky mobility decisions that include hiring organized smuggling oper-

ations following Colombia’s decision to close many border checkpoints. 

Source: Newland Chase; European Commission 
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://blog.newlandchase.com/covid-19-latest-travel-and-immigration-disruptions
https://blog.newlandchase.com/covid-19-latest-travel-and-immigration-disruptions
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25774&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25774&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25774&LangID=E
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/news/coronavirus-not-a-migration-problem
https://www.csis.org/analysis/five-ways-covid-19-changing-global-migration
https://globalinitiative.net/covidcrimewatch-n1/
https://globalinitiative.net/covidcrimewatch-n1/
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/GI-TOC-Crime-and-Contagion-The-impact-of-a-pandemic-on-organized-crime-1.pdf
https://www.occrp.org/en/daily/11853-colombia-closing-borders-due-to-covid-19-may-boost-organized-crime
https://blog.newlandchase.com/covid-19-latest-travel-and-immigration-disruptions
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_543
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25774&LangID=E


Essential services access for migrants of irregular status 

States, cities and civil-society organizations have taken measures 

to address disparities in access to essential services among irreg-

ular workers. Among these are: 

 Portugal has opened access to state support systems to asy-

lum-seekers and irregular migrants.  

 New York City is providing many services to all residents    

regardless of  status documentation. 

 GCIR, a consortium of civil-society organizations, foundations 

and private companies have organized resources for migrants 

with regular and irregular status in the United States. 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

Detention & deportation  

Some countries have continued 

to detain and deport irregular 

migrants during the pandemic, 

despite the health risks and 

travel restrictions.  A number of 

countries have started to 

release some irregular migrants 

from immigration detention. In 

other cases, judicial orders 

have been made for release 

due to COVID-19 infections in 

detention facilities. 

Support to migrant workers with irregular status 

Irregular migrant workers consistently have less support in place to ensure their continued employment 

and ensure proper protection from COVID-19, even in the labour industries which have been deemed 

“essential” by governments during lockdowns. Some articles/guides on vulnerabilities and policy re-

sponses to protect irregular migrant workers include: 

 Guidance for employers and business to enhance migrant worker protection during the current 

health crisis by IOM 

 ILO Standards and COVID-19 (coronavirus) FAQ: by the International Labour Organization 

 Living in fear during the COVID-19 crisis: migrant women with insecure immigration status and do-

mestic violence by Cathy McIlwaine 

         Information Communication Technology and Smuggling 

The use of technology, such as communication apps to share the latest information, including to support 

clandestine border crossings, has raised valid questions concerning the extent to which technology has 

been used to support irregular migration and smuggling, as well as to  enable migrants to avoid abusive 

and   exploitative migrant smugglers and human traffickers. ICTs have become even more central to mi-

grant decision-making in the era of COVID-19, when public health information and misinformation can be 

easily spread via messaging platforms such as WhatsApp or WeChat. 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-portugal/portugal-to-treat-migrants-as-residents-during-coronavirus-crisis-idUSKBN21F0N7
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/help/city-services/resources-for-immigrant-communities-during-covid-19-pandemic.page
https://www.gcir.org/covid19?fbclid=IwAR1KVlm_EWvDq_GjcwMqEUKYSuuW0TBahaQFH7BViKCS-GmnuDgdF_rAwPk
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/03/24/everybody-s-scared-panic-at-immigrant-detention-center-after-positive-coronavirus-test
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/apr/02/deported-coronavirus-ice-family-separations
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/countries/europe/belgium
https://www.forbes.com/sites/freylindsay/2020/03/26/the-uk-has-released-350-immigration-detainees-amidst-coronavirus-but-hundreds-remain/#5d1b4c8d7d81
http://bds.org/wp-content/uploads/Basank-v.-Decker-TRO-Grant.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/the-coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-for-the-worlds-refugees/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/the-coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-for-the-worlds-refugees/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/mar/20/covid-19-lockdown-turns-qatars-largest-migrant-camp-into-virtual-prison
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/us/coronavirus-undocumented-immigrant-farmworkers-agriculture.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/02/us/coronavirus-undocumented-immigrant-farmworkers-agriculture.html
https://iris.iom.int/sites/default/files/IOM-COVID%2019_Employer_Guidance_V1.pdf
https://iris.iom.int/sites/default/files/IOM-COVID%2019_Employer_Guidance_V1.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/standards/WCMS_739937/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/living-in-fear-during-the-covid-19-crisis-migrant-women-with-insecure-immigration-status-and-domestic-violence/
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/living-in-fear-during-the-covid-19-crisis-migrant-women-with-insecure-immigration-status-and-domestic-violence/
https://publications.iom.int/books/migration-policy-practice-vol-vi-number-1-february-march-2016
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/dangerous-digital-liaisons-an-inquiry-into-digital-policies-regarding-migrant-smuggling-on-social-media/
https://publications.iom.int/books/migrant-smuggling-data-and-research-global-review-emerging-evidence-base-volume-2
https://publications.iom.int/books/migrant-smuggling-data-and-research-global-review-emerging-evidence-base-volume-2
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1417.full
https://www.bmj.com/content/368/bmj.m1160.full
https://www.bmj.com/content/368/bmj.m1160.full
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpsy/article/PIIS2215-0366(20)30076-6/fulltext


What is human trafficking?  

According to the 2000 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 

Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Chil-

dren, human trafficking is defined on the basis of three 

main cumulative elements:  

 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #14: Human trafficking  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

The impact of COVID-19 on victims of trafficking  

The identification of victims of trafficking is difficult because of the un-

derground criminal nature of trafficking. The pandemic risks further 

curtailing identification efforts due to measures of confinement, priori-

ties of law enforcement shifting from the apprehension of traffickers to 

the monitoring of confinement and other measures against COVID-19, 

and the closure of social services which play an important role in iden-

tifying trafficking victims.  

The protection of victims of trafficking may also be impacted by the 

pandemic, especially when they experienced pre-existing socio-

economic difficulties. Their living conditions may put them at increased 

risk of infection. They have also higher risks of re-exploitation when 

they cannot benefit from assistance and care because of the suspen-

sion of services or the impossibility the practice preventive measures 

in victims’ shelters.    

United in the fight 

against COVID-19   

In Azerbaijan, the traffick-

ing of personal protection 

equipment outside the 

region by criminal groups 

has created shortages. A 

group of victims of traffick-

ing in a shelter supported 

by IOM is producing masks 

for themselves and the 

local community, contrib-

uting to the fight against 

the pandemic. 

Human trafficking, modern slav-

ery and smuggling:  

What are the differences? 

 

Often referred to as “modern slav-

ery”, human trafficking is to be distin-

guished from the smuggling of mi-

grants. Although the two often blur in 

practice, contrary to smuggling, 

trafficking:  

• Occurs without consent, entailing 

coercion or deception  

• Is for the specific purpose of ongo-

ing exploitation (which doesn’t end 
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/protocoltraffickinginpersons.aspx
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/guidelinesforassistingvictims_en_a5.pdf
https://rm.coe.int/greta-statement-covid19-en/16809e126a
https://news.trust.org/item/20200317170106-u1tz8
https://news.trust.org/item/20200317170106-u1tz8
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/covid19-modern-slavery/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coronavirus-lockdown-sex-trafficking-modern-slavery-victim-safe-house-home-office-salvation-army-a9424736.html
https://www.iom.int/news/trafficking-victims-join-fight-against-covid-19-azerbaijan
https://www.iom.int/news/trafficking-victims-join-fight-against-covid-19-azerbaijan
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/faqs-migrant-smuggling.html#Overlaps_and_differences
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Accrued risks of human trafficking  

due to the COVID-19 pandemic  

The socio-economic impacts of the pandemic are exacer-
bating vulnerabilities in our societies, including systemic 
issues related to health care, social security, security of 
employment or working conditions. As in times of eco-
nomic crisis, increased insecurity, poverty and marginali-
zation induced by diseases outbreaks can be key drivers 
of human trafficking. Criminal groups such as traffickers 
are likely to take advantage of people’s vulnerabilities for 
exploitative purposes. Increasing rates of unemployment 
which will likely worsen in the forthcoming months will 
add additional pressures on workers and increase jobs 
competition, while reducing flows of international re-
mittances to countries of origin, thereby exposing more 
families to poverty.  

Risks of human trafficking induced by the pandemic can, 
for example, take the form of:  

 The disruption of supply chains with little oversight 
over potentially exploitative working conditions at the 
other end of the chain. 

 Factories lending money for workers confined at 
home without financial resources which may turn out 
in debt bondage. 

 Prohibition of sex work due to lockdown in some 

countries which risks pushing sex workers under-

ground and increasing their vulnerability to human 

trafficking.  

Main types of exploitation  
 

The Counter-Trafficking Data Collab-
orative highlights that the two main 
types of exploitation of trafficking 
victims are sexual exploitation 
(53.66%) and forced labour 
(41.81%).  

Most victims of labour exploitation 
have been trafficked into the follow-
ing sectors:  

 Domestic work (30%) 

 Construction (16%) 

 Agriculture (10%) 

 Manufacturing (9%) 

 Hospitality (8%) 

Migrants in irregular situations, asylum seekers, exploited and trafficked per-
sons may be particularly at risk of COVID-19 because their living or working 
environment may expose them to the virus without necessary protection. 

Statement by UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants, Mr Felipe González Morales, 
and UN Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, Ms Marie Grazia Giammarinaro, 3 April 2020  

Click on the graph for a full view and analysis 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/An_Introduction_to_Human_Trafficking_-_Background_Paper.pdf
https://globalmigrationgroup.org/system/files/uploads/documents/UNODC_GMG_Factsheet_impact_economic_crisis_May10.pdf
https://globalmigrationgroup.org/system/files/uploads/documents/UNODC_GMG_Factsheet_impact_economic_crisis_May10.pdf
https://polarisproject.org/blog/2020/04/covid-19-may-increase-human-trafficking-in-vulnerable-communities/
https://polarisproject.org/blog/2020/04/covid-19-may-increase-human-trafficking-in-vulnerable-communities/
https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/pdf/10.1089/hs.2018.0134
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CovidPB1rev.04.04.v1.pdf
https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CovidPB1rev.04.04.v1.pdf
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/covid-19-to-trigger-roughly-195-million-job-losses-ilo/1795994
https://www.ft.com/content/e71b9fa6-2e94-439b-985d-88b4bbed71b8
https://www.ft.com/content/e71b9fa6-2e94-439b-985d-88b4bbed71b8
https://theconversation.com/the-real-economic-victims-of-coronavirus-are-those-we-cant-see-133620
https://indvstrvs.com/disruption-to-global-supply-chains-a-boon-for-traffickers/
https://news.trust.org/item/20200319170902-ova7i/
https://www.ctdatacollaborative.org/story/exploitation-victims-trends
https://www.ctdatacollaborative.org/story/exploitation-victims-trends
https://www.ctdatacollaborative.org/story/exploitation-victims-trends
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25774&LangID=E
https://www.ctdatacollaborative.org/story/exploitation-victims-trends


  Migrant health workers 

Health worker migration is linked to the ex-

isting global shortage of health professionals, 

but has been further exposed during the pan-

demic.  As hospitals in Italy began to be inun-

dated with coronavirus patients, health care 

workers from Albania, Poland, China, Cuba, 

Russia and elsewhere flew in to assist. 

In many countries, migrants are often over-

represented in the health sector compared 

with other sectors, and have been serving on 

the front line in many countries as the health 

crisis has escalated. Policy changes have been 

needed, such as: 

 Australia lifted working hour restrictions 

for student nurses  

 Germany is enlisting the help of unregis-

tered migrant medics  

 New York is now allowing foreign medical 

graduates with at least a year of graduate 

medical school to care for patients.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #15: Migrants on the front line  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19  

 

The critical contributions of migrants to societies 

has been highlighted during the pandemic. In 

European countries, migrants play major roles in 

essential service sectors, such as  agriculture, 

domestic and care work, public health, food pro-

duction and transport. In the UK, people are be-

ing urged to “Pick for Britain” to avoid crop loss 

and Romanian farm workers are being flown in 

to assist farmers. Similar problems in farming are 

occurring in Australia, Germany, India, Italy, 

Spain, Thailand, Turkey, and the United States. 

One of the things that this current crisis 

is teaching us is that many people that 

we consider to be low skilled are actual-

ly pretty crucial to the smooth running of 

our country and are in fact recognised 

key workers.”  

  UK Member of Parliament, Steve Double 

 

The pandemic has hit the world at a time when discussions on migration and migrants are often nega-

tively skewed. Now, more than ever before, it is important to reflect on the contributions that migrants 

have made, both to their communities of origin and destination. Migrants’ contributions globally 

stretch back hundreds of years, but have arguably become more evident in recent decades, especially 

in three areas: sociocultural, civic–political and economic contributions. Despite emerging impedi-

ments to the recognition of migrants’ contributions, COVID-19 is showing us how important migrants 

are, and how inter-connected and interdependent our societies are becoming. 

Migrants’ contributions...before the pandemic 
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Migrants proving essential 

during COVID-19 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020_en_ch_7.pdf
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/03/28/albania-sends-30-doctors-to-help-italy-fight-coronavirus/
https://www.wantedinrome.com/news/coronavirus-poland-sends-doctors-to-help-italy.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/03/25/821345465/for-help-on-coronavirus-italy-turns-to-china-russia-and-cuba
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/03/25/821345465/for-help-on-coronavirus-italy-turns-to-china-russia-and-cuba
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/migrant-health-workers-are-covid-19-frontline-we-need-more-them
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/migrant-health-workers-are-covid-19-frontline-we-need-more-them
https://www.smh.com.au/national/visa-work-restrictions-lifted-on-20-000-international-student-nurses-20200318-p54bfz.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-germany-refugees/refugees-to-the-rescue-germany-taps-migrant-medics-to-battle-virus-idUSKBN21C2IG
https://www.medpagetoday.com/infectiousdisease/covid19/85618
https://www.etuc.org/en/document/overlooked-migrant-workers-covid-19-crisis
https://www.marketplace.org/2020/04/08/jobless-brits-urged-to-pick-for-britain-as-covid-19-blocks-foreign-farmworkers/
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-52293061
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-29/mandarin-harvest:-the-effect-of-covid-19-on-fruit/12101184
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/germany-to-relax-coronavirus-border-controls-for-farm-workers/
https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/indian-farmers-struggle-harvest-sell-crops-during-covid
https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/italy-looks-to-non-eu-migrants-plug-gap-in-agricultural-workforce/
https://www.theolivepress.es/spain-news/2020/04/15/covid-19-lack-of-migrant-workers-puts-spains-supermarket-fresh-food-stocks-in-jeopardy/
https://www.iom.int/news/migrant-workers-stream-home-thailands-economy-goes-covid-19-lockdown
https://www.dailysabah.com/business/economy/turkeys-migratory-workers-demand-covid-19-protection-as-agricultural-season-begins
https://www.world-grain.com/articles/13479-covid-19-impacts-agriculture-from-farm-to-fork
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/coronavirus-brexit-immigration-system-key-workers-low-skilled-steve-double-a9419116.html
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-5
https://www.iom.int/wmr/2018/chapter/06


        The need for accurate COVID-19 information in multiple languages  

Public health information has been critical in the COVID-19 response. In many communities, migrants 

and migrant associations have come forward to provide translations of essential public health mes-

saging. Migrants in Italy, Kuwait and across Africa have been busy translating information into lan-

guages to help get clear messages across and avoid confusion. Doctors of the World has translated 

coronavirus guidelines into 45 languages for use around the world. In Sweden, message groups on 

COVID-19 in 15 language have been set up by migrant associations.  

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

        Refugees against COVID-19  
 

We often hear of the heightened risk to refugees 

and internally displaced persons from the corona-

virus. There is widespread and deep concern that 

these already vulnerable populations will be 

amongst the groups most affected by COVID-19. The 

UN response is designed to assist and support these 

vulnerable groups. We hear less, however, about the 

refugees around the world who are taking action 

and contributing to the fight against coronavirus: 

 In Iran refugees are making masks and other per-

sonal protective equipment 

 In Jordan, Syrian refugee women are making and 

distributing soap to support good hygiene prac-

tices, and in Niger, refugees displaced from Nige-

ria are doing the same. 

 In Switzerland, Syrian refugee volunteers are 

shopping for elderly and others who need to stay 

home. 

 In France, refugees are supporting local authority 

initiatives by working in farms to harvest crops. 

Migrant domestic workers               

on the front line 

Because their work requires them to be 

in others’ homes, and come in close con-

tact with individuals and items that may 

be carrying the virus, domestic workers 

are front line workers in this pandemic, 

and at risk. Most domestic workers are 

women and many are migrants (see fig-

ure below). Read this article, which out-

lines responses in South Africa, Mexico, 

USA, the Netherlands, India and Brazil. 

 

Migrant domestic workers by destination 

country income level and sex  
 

https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/librarydoc/migrants-in-italian-town-translate-ministerial-guidelines-on-covid-19
https://www.solidaritycenter.org/covid-19-unions-mobilize-across-middle-east-n-africa/
http://www.rfi.fr/en/international/20200403-grassroots-solidarity-as-covid-19-information-translated-into-african-local-languages
https://www.doctorsoftheworld.org.uk/coronavirus-information/
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/intpract/swedish-immigrant-associations-set-up-covid-19-message-groups-in-15-languages
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/the-coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-for-the-worlds-refugees/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1060702
http://wfpusa.org/stories/iranian-refugees-volunteer-produce-covid-19-masks/
https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/1244270839563825154
https://twitter.com/UNHCRNiger/status/1244655036501721090
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_p__zNsCPnY&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQDGpZ0ZrN4
https://www.wiego.org/domestic-workers-frontline-care-workers-face-covid-19-challenges
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2018_en_chapter2.pdf


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #16: International Remittances 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19  

 

 

Migrant remittances are cash or in-kind 

transfers made by migrants to relatives in 

countries of origin. International re-

mittances also include compensation of 

employees, such as cross border workers. 

According to the World Bank, global re-

mittance flows totaled $706 billion in 

2019, with $551 billion flowing to low- 

and middle-income countries. In 2019, 

India was the top recipient of remittances 

in US dollar terms ($82bn), while Tonga 

was the largest recipient relative to the 

size of their economy (38% of GDP). The 

US was the top remittance sending coun-

try in 2018 ($68bn). 

On average, migrants send home 15% of 

their earnings, with one in nine people—

or around 800 million people—on the re-

ceiving end of these flows.  
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Global remittances are widely expected to decline as 

a result of the pandemic, with one prediction that US 

outbound remittances will fall by 7%, or $6bn, in 

2020. Three key factors are driving this: 

 Some of the largest remittance sending coun-

tries—such as the US and Germany—have locked 

down in an effort to reduce the impact of the vi-

rus, leaving many migrants unable to work. 

 COVID-19 has played a role in the recent collapse 

of oil prices, which have been found to be closely 

related to the value of remittances, notably from 

those migrants residing in Russia. 

 Even in cases where migrants have money to 

send home, it has become more difficult to do so 

— around 80% of remittances are sent physically 

via a  Remittance Service Provider, but these 

money transfer networks have partially or totally 

shut down. 

The impact of COVID-19 on remittances What are international 
remittances? 

 

In US dollar terms, the top remittance receiving 

countries have larger economies, with India, China, 

France and Germany among the top 10 recipients.  

When considered as a percentage of gross domes-

tic product, however, the top recipients are coun-

tries with smaller economies, such as Tonga, Kyr-

gyzstan, Tajikistan, and Haiti. 

Top recipients of remittances 

Source: World Bank, 2019, in the World Migration Report 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/iml_34_glossary.pdf
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/bop/2007/bopman6.htm
https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/bop/2007/bopman6.htm
https://www.knomad.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/Remittance%20Inflows%20October%202019_0.xlsx
https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/data-release-remittances-low-and-middle-income-countries-track-reach-551-billion-2019
https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/data-release-remittances-low-and-middle-income-countries-track-reach-551-billion-2019
https://www.knomad.org/sites/default/files/2019-10/Outward%20Remittance%20Flows%20October%202019.xlsx
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://remittanceprices.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/rpw_-_special_issue_-_04102020_final.pdf
https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Migration-remittances-and-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-3.pdf
https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Migration-remittances-and-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-3.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-2
https://covidtracker.bsg.ox.ac.uk/
https://covidtracker.bsg.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/04/18/covid-stops-many-migrants-sending-money-home
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/oil-prices-could-remain-depressed-for-at-least-a-year-heres-why/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/05/is-there-a-link-between-oil-prices-and-remittances
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/04/18/covid-stops-many-migrants-sending-money-home
https://blogs.worldbank.org/psd/remittances-times-coronavirus-keep-them-flowing
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020.pdf


 

As of March 2020, the global average cost of sending $200 

was 6.79% (or $13.58)—well above the SDG aim of 3%—a 

large portion of which arises because cross-border        

remittance transactions tend to require a currency con-

version. However, the economic volatility caused by the 

pandemic has made it difficult for Remittance Service Pro-

viders to set exchange rates, leading to higher foreign-

exchange related fees. 

One factor which may offset such fees is a decline in the 

value of recipient countries’ currencies, which will in-

crease the value of what migrants send home. 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  
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A number of countries have enacted 
policies designed to combat the fore-
casted fall in remittances: 

 

 According to the IMF’s COVID-19 
Policy Tracker, the Sri Lankan 
government has exempted in-
ward remittance flows from cer-
tain regulations and taxes.  

 

 In Zimbabwe, money transfer 
agencies have been allowed to 
open 3 times a week “to allow for 
the receipt of foreign currency 
remittances which cannot be 
transacted on any digital 
platform.” 

 
 

The cost of remittances 

From countries in Africa—such as Egypt and 

Somalia—to those in Asia, the Caribbean and 

Latin America, remittances are a crucial source 

of income, particularly for the poorest.  

Remittances often make up 60% of family 

household income, and UN DESA estimate 

that 75% of money received is used to cover 

essentials, such as food, school fees, and med-

ical expenses.  

Many remittance recipients do not have any 

form of social protection, so are unable to fill 

any gap in income arising from a decline in 

remittances received. 

As migration has risen, so too has the im-

portance of remittances to development: such 

flows to low- and middle-income countries are 

3 times larger than development aid and 

around the same as foreign direct investment. 

In 66 countries, international remittances ac-

counted for 5% or more of GDP in 2019. 

Given that remittances can help achieve at 

least 7 of the 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), their absence will hinder devel-

opment. Indeed, the World Bank cited a fall in 

remittances due to COVID-19 as one of the 

disruptions pushing sub-Saharan Africa into its 

first recession in over 25 years. 

The impact of declining remittances due to COVID-19 

The share of remittances The Gambia receives 

from major “lockdown economies” (France, 

Italy, Spain, the UK and the US). 
70% Policy responses 

https://remittanceprices.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/rpw_report_march_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://blogs.worldbank.org/psd/remittances-times-coronavirus-keep-them-flowing
https://blogs.worldbank.org/psd/remittances-times-coronavirus-keep-them-flowing
https://www.ft.com/content/e71b9fa6-2e94-439b-985d-88b4bbed71b8
https://www.ft.com/content/e71b9fa6-2e94-439b-985d-88b4bbed71b8
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/world/africa/2020-04-07-zimbabwe-eases-lockdown-for-diaspora-payouts-and-fresh-market-produce/
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/economic-impact-covid-19-tourism-and-remittances-insights-egypt
http://riftvalley.net/publication/remittances-and-vulnerability-somalia
https://www.bloomberg.com/amp/news/articles/2020-04-14/russia-s-coming-crisis-puts-13-billion-of-remittances-at-risk
https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Migration-remittances-and-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-3.pdf
https://www.thedialogue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Migration-remittances-and-the-impact-of-the-pandemic-3.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/COVID19_Crisis_in_developing_countries_threatens_devastate_economies.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/as-coronavirus-layoffs-surge-in-richer-countries-poorer-ones-lose-vital-remittance-payments/2020/04/06/cf4bb42e-72b7-11ea-ad9b-254ec99993bc_story.html
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/money-sent-home-workers-now-largest-source-external-financing-low-and-middle-income
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/migrationremittancesdiasporaissues/brief/migration-remittances-data
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/09/covid-19-coronavirus-drives-sub-saharan-africa-toward-first-recession-in-25-years
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/04/18/covid-stops-many-migrants-sending-money-home
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/04/18/covid-stops-many-migrants-sending-money-home


Migrant children and youth  
 

While children are usually referred to as under 18 years old, youth is defined by the United Nations as 

individuals between 15 and 24 years old. On this basis, there were more than 56 million migrant children 

and youth in 2019, accounting for nearly 21% of the total number of international migrants worldwide. 

31 million of children were displaced globally at the end of 2018.   

While the vulnerability of children and youth generally depends on their age and other factors, migrant 

children may particularly be in a situation of double vulnerability as children and as migrants. Unaccom-

panied and separated migrant children are in an even more vulnerable situation as they do not have the 

protection and care of their parents.   

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #17: Impacts on migrant children 

and youth  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on education 

As of 17 April, over 1.5 billion pupils and students from pre-primary to tertiary education were 

affected worldwide by localized or country-wide school closures, representing 91.3% of all learn-

ers worldwide. 

While school closures affect all children and youth, 

distance learning during the pandemic is exacer-

bating existing inequalities. Less than 25% of low-

income countries provide the possibility of remote 

learning. Even in countries that do so, children and 

youth from marginalized and poorer households, 

such as migrants, may not have access to the nec-

essary digital technologies. Migrant children and 

youth being out of school during the pandemic al-

so risks of dropping school or lagging behind in 

terms of language learning. They may also not ben-

efit from the support of their parents who may 

themselves still be adapting to the receiving coun-

try of may be working during the pandemic. Click on the photo for detailed data from UNESCO  
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-migration
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates19.asp
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/estimates19.asp
https://www.unicef.org/children-uprooted
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G17/343/59/PDF/G1734359.pdf?OpenElement
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30116-9/fulltext
https://www.brookings.edu/research/school-closures-government-responses-and-learning-inequality-around-the-world-during-covid-19/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/school-closures-government-responses-and-learning-inequality-around-the-world-during-covid-19/
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2020-04-16/secretary-generals-statement-the-effect-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-children-scroll-down-for-french-version
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(20)30116-9/fulltext
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/covid-19s-impact-on-migrant-communities
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
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Unaccompanied and separated migrant children  

Migrant children who are unaccompanied and/or separated from their parents and their relatives are 

particularly vulnerable, all the more during the pandemic. Unaccompanied and separated migrant chil-

dren have found themselves without sufficient protection, such as in migrant camps in Greece or France. 

Despite the temporary suspension of resettlement and relocation amid the pandemic, some European 

States have nevertheless pledged the relocation of 1,600 unaccompanied children from Greece. Luxem-

bourg was the first one to implement this pledge with the relocation of 12 children asylum seekers.   

Some children are being kept in immigration detention,  while others have been subject to deportations 

to their country of origin. A Federal Judge in Los Angeles, United States, recently called for the release of 

migrant children from detention after four tested positive in a state shelter in New York.  

Increased risk of  

sexual exploitation  

Despite restrictions on movements both 

internally and cross-borders, the pan-

demic is increasing the risk of violence, 

abuse and sexual exploitation of chil-

dren, including of forced early marriage.  

Sexual exploitation can occur online 

with children and youth spending more 

time on digital technologies during the 

pandemic. In circumstances of confine-

ment, children may also be abused 

within their family, which also leads to 

higher risk of online sexual exploitation 

through the upload of pornographic vid-

eos.  

Risks of labour exploitation  

Financial insecurity, poverty and marginalization are 

often drivers of labour exploitation, including human 

trafficking. Given their impacts, disease outbreaks can 

thus increase the risk of abuses and exploitations for 

children as it was the case in Western Africa in 2014-

2016 with the Ebola outbreak.    

Migrant youth are also particularly at risk of labour 

exploitation both as migrants and youth.  The youth 

population has a higher likelihood of unemployment 

during economic shocks as it was the case with the 

2008 economic crisis. They are indeed often working 

in the informal economy, in temporary or gig work, 

and in sectors most impacted by the pandemic. All 

these factors are particularly prevalent for migrants 

who may thus become more vulnerable to labour ex-

ploitation.  

As the virus continued to spread in other countries I started to consider the possibility to do some-

thing for the others. I started registering messages and sharing information on preventive measures 

and on the disease for other migrants and refugees who do not understand Italian very well, and I 

never forgot my loved ones in my country of origin.— Bassilou Dembele helping migrants in Italy 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-migration
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/mar/18/ngos-raise-alarm-as-coronavirus-strips-support-from-eu-refugees
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e7103034/iom-unhcr-announce-temporary-suspension-resettlement-travel-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/4/5e9707ed4/un-agencies-welcome-first-relocation-unaccompanied-children-greece.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/4/5e9707ed4/un-agencies-welcome-first-relocation-unaccompanied-children-greece.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa-deportations/u-s-deports-400-migrant-children-under-new-coronavirus-rules-idUSKBN21P354
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/29/us/coronavirus-migrant-children-detention-flores.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/29/us/coronavirus-migrant-children-detention-flores.html
https://www.ecpat.org/news/covid-19-sexual-abuse/
https://alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/the_alliance_covid_19_brief_version_1.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=37184
https://www.ecpat.org/news/covid-19-sexual-abuse/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_14_human_trafficking.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_14_human_trafficking.pdf
https://www.africanews.com/2020/03/24/covid-19-children-at-heightened-risk-of-abuse/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/03/27/young-workers-likely-to-be-hard-hit-as-covid-19-strikes-a-blow-to-restaurants-and-other-service-sector-jobs/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/if-history-repeats-coronavirus-economic-danger-to-youth/
https://iloblog.org/2020/04/15/young-workers-will-be-hit-hard-by-covid-19s-economic-fallout/
https://www.unicef.org/eca/stories/common-problem-and-it-requires-common-solutions


Global food supply depends on millions of migrant workers. In many countries, especially in developed 
economies, migrant workers play a critical role in agriculture and food production. By some estimates, 
more than a fourth of global farm work is done by migrant workers. Countries such as the United States, 
Germany, Australia, Canada, Spain, among others heavily rely on seasonal migrant workers to fill labour 
shortages in their agricultural sectors and to sustain food production. COVID-19 is already having an impact 
on migrant farm workers and, consequently, affecting food production and supply.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #18: Migrants & global food supply 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

COVID-19 disruptions to seasonal                    
migrant work for harvesting 

Restrictions on movement, including border closures, 
have left some countries unable to access much-
needed farm labour, leaving food unharvested and 
even left to rot. Across Western Europe, in countries 
such as Italy, France and Germany, seasonal workers 
traditionally from Eastern Europe are absent on 
farms, as travel restrictions have rendered them im-
mobile. COVID-19-related travel restrictions and ill-
ness are estimated to result in a shortage 80,000 agri-
cultural workers in the UK, while Spain has a shortage 
of around 70,000-80,000 workers and Italy 250,000. 

As countries grapple with acute labour shortages in 
their agricultural sectors, some have extended sea-
sonal work visas or eased entry requirements for mi-
grant seasonal workers. Australia, which relies on 
thousands of seasonal workers mostly from Pacific 
Islands, extended seasonal work visas to ensure har-
vesting, while the United States eased requirements 
for seasonal farm workers to avoid labour shortages 
during the pandemic and as the country goes into 
harvest period. Germany has also eased border rules 
to allow migrant farm workers to enter the country.  
Meanwhile, in the UK, travel restrictions and shut-
downs have forced farmers to charter planes to bring 
in migrant workers.  

Globalisation & food crops 

Recent research shows that, 
globally, we are now more connected in 
culinary terms than ever before. A study 
of crop origins has found that the most 
important primary regions of diversity 
contributing to a country’s modern food 
system are more often located else-
where around the planet (Khoury et al., 
2016). 
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Migrants play a substantial 

role in agri-food systems.  

Measures affecting the movement 

of people (internally and interna-

tionally) and resulting labour 

shortages will have an impact on 

agricultural value chains, affecting 

food availability and market prices 

globally.” 

Food and Agriculture Organization of 

the United Nations (FAO) 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/1268059/icode/
https://ec.europa.eu/knowledge4policy/publication/impact-covid-19-food-security-nutrition-fsn_en
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8388en/CA8388EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8388en/CA8388EN.pdf
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/14/how-to-stop-food-crisis-coronavirus-economy-trade/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/14/how-to-stop-food-crisis-coronavirus-economy-trade/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coronavirus-farmers-charter-flights-fruit-pickers-foreign-workers-romania-bucharest-stansted-a9466361.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coronavirus-farmers-charter-flights-fruit-pickers-foreign-workers-romania-bucharest-stansted-a9466361.html
https://www.ft.com/content/601a4dd9-b996-4c49-bc22-8f49bfd06ea0
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-04-06/backpackers-relieved-following-visa-extension-announcement/12123384
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-03-27/state-department-eases-requirements-for-h2a-visa
https://www.dw.com/en/germany-eases-border-rules-to-allow-in-harvest-workers-amid-coronavirus-crisis/a-53000322
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/coronavirus-farmers-charter-flights-fruit-pickers-foreign-workers-romania-bucharest-stansted-a9466361.html
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rspb.2016.0792
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rspb.2016.0792
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8559en/CA8559EN.pdf


This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

 

Migrant farm workers at increased risk 

Many migrant farm workers are at an in-
creased risk of being infected with COVID-19, 
which could not only threaten their lives but 
also put global food supply at risk. For most, 
social isolation is nearly impossible, as they 
often both live and work in very close proximi-
ty to one another. Migrant farm workers living 
in crowded camps with poor sanitation are 
even more vulnerable to the disease and 
there is growing concern that COVID-19 could 
spread rapidly if it hits these environments.  
Many migrant farm workers also often live in 
areas with poor transport links and with lim-
ited medical facilities, while the pre-existing 
conditions some have, sometimes caused by 
their working conditions, puts them at greater 
risk.  

In the United States, there are concerns that 
fewer people will apply for H-2A visas for tem-
porary agricultural workers, as workers 
choose to stay in their countries for fear of 
COVID-19. In parts of Europe, and in countries 
such as Thailand, thousands of migrant farm 
workers have already returned to their coun-
tries of origin to avoid the risk of getting the 
disease.  

Internal restrictions on movement are also 
affecting countries like India as seasonal farm 
workers are unable to travel internally during 
the COVID-19 lockdown. 

 

Exacerbating food insecurity  

As COVID-19 impacts food production, including 

by disrupting the supply of migrant farm work-

ers, there are concerns that it could lead to food 

insecurity and exacerbate these insecurities in 

already vulnerable communities such as those 

already grappling with hunger and malnutrition. 

Countries in Africa could be hit hard, as the con-

tinent accounts for most of the 212 million peo-

ple who are chronically food insecure. The po-

tential for increased food prices combined with 

limited purchasing power make many countries 

in the region especially vulnerable to food inse-

curity. Meanwhile, countries that heavily de-

pend on food imports, such as small island de-

veloping states, could struggle to meet their 

food supplies.  

In a recent brief, the FAO issued a set of policy recommendations in response to the current pandemic and 
its effect on migrant workers, including those who work in agricultural sectors. These include extending ex-
piring visas of migrants working in all agricultural sub-sectors, ensuring the safe movement of agricultural 
workers and ensuring that safety and health measures are put in place, among others. Read more here. 

Farm workers’ protection 
Many commentators are highlighting the need 
to protect farm workers, including seasonal 
migrants, as essential workers during the pan-
demic. PPE, testing, health services access and 
ensuring their labour rights are upheld are 
some of the measures being called for. Protec-
tion of vulnerable groups, including migrants, 
is central to the UN response to COVID-19. 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8559en/CA8559EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8559en/CA8559EN.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/coronavirus-fears-italy-exploited-african-fruit-pickers-200318154351889.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/11/us/farmworkers-coronavirus/index.html
https://theconversation.com/how-coronavirus-threatens-the-seasonal-farmworkers-at-the-heart-of-the-american-food-supply-135252
https://theconversation.com/how-coronavirus-threatens-the-seasonal-farmworkers-at-the-heart-of-the-american-food-supply-135252
https://theconversation.com/how-coronavirus-threatens-the-seasonal-farmworkers-at-the-heart-of-the-american-food-supply-135252
https://theconversation.com/how-coronavirus-threatens-the-seasonal-farmworkers-at-the-heart-of-the-american-food-supply-135252
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/coronavirus-fears-italy-exploited-african-fruit-pickers-200318154351889.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/coronavirus-fears-italy-exploited-african-fruit-pickers-200318154351889.html
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/view/71330
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/q-and-a/impact-on-food-and-agriculture/en/
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/q-and-a/impact-on-food-and-agriculture/en/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061032
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/q-and-a/impact-on-food-and-agriculture/en/
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/q-and-a/impact-on-food-and-agriculture/en/
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8559en/CA8559EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8559en/CA8559EN.pdf
https://globalnews.ca/news/6780463/coronavirus-protections-migrant-workers/
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-04-14/coronavirus-farm-workers-testing
https://verfassungsblog.de/covid-19-and-disposable-migrant-workers/
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus


Misinformation and the “bots“ who spread it 

Some anti-migrant or xenophobic actors 

have created  social media accounts that im-

personate individuals but merely proliferate 

misinformation. Find out a few tips to distin-

guish real users from the “bots” here.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #19: Misinformation on migration & migrants 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

The COVID-19“misinfo-demic” 

The proliferation of misinformation about migrants 

and migration has only intensified with the onset of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. UN Secretary General 

António Guterres has called the parallel outbreak 

of falsehoods an “misinfo-demic” and called for 

care in the dissemination of information to prevent 

confusion during this public health crisis.   

Misinformation, fake news and the    

instrumentalization of the             

COVID-19 pandemic  

The stigmatization of migrants and in-

stances of discrimination against them 

have been exacerbated by misinformation 

and fake news in the media, especially  

social media, and the politicization of the 

issue.  

The pandemic has been exploited by anti-

migrant, far-right and hate groups, with 

conspiracy theories circulating on the 

origin of the virus. While some have been 

claiming that COVID-19 is a bioweapon or 

is linked to 5G connectivity, others have 

pointed to migration and migrants as the 

cause of the COVID-19 outbreak.  

The stigmatization of migrants is here 

symptomatic of the overload of infor-

mation on social media over which there is 

little control and which is instrumentalized 

for political and other interests.  

Click here to connect to the video. 

IOM Social Media Campaign in Mexico 

IOM’s Office in Mexico City has begun a social 

media campaign directed to counteract 

misinformation and fear.  

What is sought is to inform, train and 

sensitize citizens and public officials that 

any migrant is as vulnerable to COVID-19 as 

any other, and that it is necessary to promote 

public policies for the elimination of these specific 

vulnerabilities and stigmas that these people face. 

- Christopher Gascon, IOM Chief of Mission, Mexico 
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.sciencealert.com/bots-are-causing-anxiety-by-spreading-coronavirus-misinformation
https://www.sciencealert.com/bots-are-causing-anxiety-by-spreading-coronavirus-misinformation
https://www.sciencealert.com/bots-are-causing-anxiety-by-spreading-coronavirus-misinformation
http://webtv.un.org/search/antónio-guterres-un-secretary-general-video-message-on-covid-19-and-misinformation/6149346931001/?term=2020-04-14&sort=date#.XpYggCv3hsA.twitter
https://www.euronews.com/2020/03/05/covid-19-and-xenophobia-why-outbreaks-are-often-accompanied-by-racism
https://www.euronews.com/2020/03/05/covid-19-and-xenophobia-why-outbreaks-are-often-accompanied-by-racism
https://academic.oup.com/jtm/article/doi/10.1093/jtm/taaa031/5775501
https://www.isdglobal.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-Briefing-Institute-for-Strategic-Dialogue-27th-March-2020.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/19/america-far-right-coronavirus-outbreak-trump-alex-jones
http://webtv.un.org/search/ant%C3%B3nio-guterres-un-secretary-general-video-message-on-covid-19-and-misinformation/6149346931001/?term=2020-04-14&sort=date#.XpYggCv3hsA.twitter
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-social-media-campaign-mexico-prevent-discrimination-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-social-media-campaign-mexico-prevent-discrimination-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-social-media-campaign-mexico-prevent-discrimination-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-social-media-campaign-mexico-prevent-discrimination-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-social-media-campaign-mexico-prevent-discrimination-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-social-media-campaign-mexico-prevent-discrimination-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-social-media-campaign-mexico-prevent-discrimination-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-social-media-campaign-mexico-prevent-discrimination-during-covid-19-pandemic


Resources on  COVID-19, misinformation and migration 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) advice for the public: Myth busters by the World Health Organization. 

(Also available in Arabic, Mandarin, French, Russian and Spanish.) 

Covid-19 Disinformation Briefings #1 and #2 by the Institute for Strategic Dialogue 

When Facts Don’t Matter: How to Communicate More Effectively about Immigration’s Costs and Benefits 

by Natalie Banulescu-Bogdan 

Here’s how social media can combat the coronavirus “infodemic” by Joan Donavan 

5 charts that bust myths about migration by Marie McAuliffe and Adrian Kitimbo 

Distinguishing the real from the fake 

Beyond the immediate public health con-

cerns faced by migrants living in close quar-

ters, there is also a concern that misinfor-

mation may exacerbate the spread of COVID-

19 among migrants and refugees.  

Erroneous information spread via messaging 

groups and social media sometimes pro-

motes treatments that have no proven rec-

ord of effect on COVID-19 symptoms. Some 

messaging app companies have tried to take 

action to prevent the transmission of false-

hoods, but it remains an issue. 

In other cases, rumors spread online can 

keep people fearful of accessing crucial es-

sential goods, including food or health care. 

When trust in governmental institutions was 

low prior to the outbreak, the setup of emer-

gency programs directly to service migrants 

can still be met with skepticism. 

Misinformation data as migration data 

Following the outbreak of COVID-19, public 

health experts have begun suggesting that    

misinformation must be tracked and classified 

with the same rigor as shown in the traditional 

corpus of public health data.  In parallel,           

tracking misinformation and disinformation as 

integral parts of migration data may help future 

analyses. 
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SIFT approach to migration & health news 

Stop 

Investigate the source 

Find better coverage 

Trace claims, quotes and media to the original 

context. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.who.int/ar/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
http://www.who.int/zh/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.who.int/fr/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.who.int/ru/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.who.int/es/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/covid-19-disinformation-briefing-no-1/
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-publications/covid-19-disinformation-briefing-no-2/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/when-facts-dont-matter-immigration
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/03/17/905279/facebook-twitter-social-media-infodemic-misinformation/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/02/world-migration-report-2020-international-migrants-trends/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2020/03/19/facebook-tiene-un-problema-de-coronavirus-whatsapp/
https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/2020/03/19/facebook-tiene-un-problema-de-coronavirus-whatsapp/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2020/apr/07/how-false-claims-about-5g-health-risks-spread-into-the-mainstream
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2020/apr/07/how-false-claims-about-5g-health-risks-spread-into-the-mainstream
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/07/whatsapp-limits-message-forwards-to-combat-coronavirus-misinformation.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/04/07/whatsapp-limits-message-forwards-to-combat-coronavirus-misinformation.html
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/15/fearing-deportation-many-immigrants-at-higher-risk-of-covid-19-are-afraid-to-seek-testing-or-care/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/15/fearing-deportation-many-immigrants-at-higher-risk-of-covid-19-are-afraid-to-seek-testing-or-care/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/15/fearing-deportation-many-immigrants-at-higher-risk-of-covid-19-are-afraid-to-seek-testing-or-care/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/15/fearing-deportation-many-immigrants-at-higher-risk-of-covid-19-are-afraid-to-seek-testing-or-care/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/07/misinformation-outbreak-is-important-public-health-data/
https://www.iom.int/migration-research


New COVID-19 portals & pages 

There has been a surge in COVID-19 output glob-

ally, the new portals and dedicated resource pag-

es emerging almost daily. Here are some of the 

new ones on migration and mobility aspects: 

 COVID19 Social Science Research Tracker 

 Migration Health Evidence Portal for Covid-19 

 COVID-19 mobility impacts portal 

 Oxford COVID-19 Government Response 

Tracker (OxCGRT)  

 ALNAP COVID-19 Response Portal  

 CMS Covid-19 Migration Developments 

 ICVA COVID-19 Resources 

 IATA Govt Measures Related to Coronavirus 

 openDemocracy & Ryerson University’s Pan-

demic Borders blog. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #20:  Migration research & analysis UPDATE 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

    International Survey on Coronavirus 

An international team of researchers from 

12 institutions, including Harvard, IESE,  

Cambridge, and Warwick University, MIT, 

among others is collecting survey data on 

how citizens prepare and cope with the 

spreading coronavirus.  More than 

110,000 respondents in 58 countries have 

responded so far. The survey is currently 

open and can be accessed online in 

multiple languages.  

Anonymized data will be made available 

for non-commercial research use by the 

researchers. See the website for details. 
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Forum on science journalism 

A group of health-research organizations will be 

conducting a virtual forum for Spanish-speaking 

media in early May on the standards and processes 

for high-quality scientific journalism. The forum will 

have a focus on coverage of COVID-19 and invite 

participants from all disciplines. Register here. 

On migration, mobility and pandemics 

before COVID-19...  

Where are the Migrants in Pandemic 

Influenza Preparedness Plans? (2018) by 

Kolitha Wickramage et al.  

Human Mobility Networks, Travel 

Restrictions, and the Global Spread of 2009 

H1N1 Pandemic (2011) by Paolo Bajardi et 

al. 

Pandemic influenza preparedness and 

response among Immigrants and refugees 

(2009) by Benedict Truman et al. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://github.com/natematias/covid-19-social-science-research
https://mhadri.org/2020/04/15/migration-health-evidence-portal-for-covid-19/
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://covid19.alnap.org/
https://cmsny.org/cms-initiatives/migration-covid/
https://www.icvanetwork.org/covid-19-resources
https://www.iata.org/en/programs/safety/health/diseases/government-measures-related-to-coronavirus/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/
https://covid19-survey.org/index.html
https://covid19-survey.org/index.html
https://www.aecomunicacioncientifica.org/registro-abierto-para-el-foro-virtual-e-hispanoamericano-de-periodismo-cientifico/
https://distintaslatitudes.net/comunidad/periodismo-cientifico-covid19
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebde8oS4R6r1Z2-1y6hJXPlcOyJJfOXAdRyNXOP9fqmR6bnw/viewform
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6039731/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6039731/
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?type=printable&id=10.1371/journal.pone.0016591
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?type=printable&id=10.1371/journal.pone.0016591
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article/file?type=printable&id=10.1371/journal.pone.0016591
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2008.154054
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/full/10.2105/AJPH.2008.154054
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Demography & COVID-19  

The International Union for 

the Scientific Study of Populations 

(IUSSP) has set up a website that 

brings together demographers’ 

analysis of  the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Demographers (or population 

scientists) play key roles in evaluating 

the death toll linked to a pandemic, 

analysing how it affects fundamental 

aspects of social life (e.g., marriage, 

fertility, residential arrangements, 

migration and mobility), and 

recommending the planning/

prioritizing of social services to 

mitigate its impact on wellbeing.  

 

COVID-19 & migration webinars 

Migration-related webinars are being 

conducted on a range of COVID-19 is-

sues by research centres, think tanks, 

and forums, including: 

 Migration Policy Centre at EUI 

 Migration Policy Institute 

 Graduate Institute of International 

and Development Studies 

 Global Forum on Migration and De-

velopment 

 

New research on migration & mobility  

aspects of COVID-19 

COVID-19 in humanitarian settings and lessons 

learned from past epidemics by Ling San Lau, Goleen 

Samari, Rachel Moresky, Sara Casey, S. Patrick Ka-

chur, Leslie Roberts & Monette Zard 

Venezuelan migrants “struggling to survive” amid  

COVID-19 by Joe Parkin Daniels 

Refugee and migrant health in the COVID-19 re-

sponse by Hans Henri Kluge, Zsuzsanna Jakab, Jozef 

Bartovic, Veronika D'Anna and Santino Severoni 

Undocumented U.S. Immigrants and Covid-19 by 

Kathleen Page, Maya Venkataramani, Chris Beyrer, 

and Sarah Polk 

Estimating the number of people infected with 

COVID-19 in Wuhan based on migration data by 

Zheng Wang, Zi-xia Yuan and Zu-yao Jia 

Demographic Determinants of Testing Incidence and 

COVID-19 Infections in New York City Neighborhoods 

by George Borjas 

Association of Population Migration and Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 Epidemic Control by Yu Ding, Sihui Luo, 

Xueyng Zheng,  Ping Ling,  Tong Yue,  Zhirong Liu, Jian

ping Weng  

A crisis within the crisis: the mental health situation 

of refugees in the world during the 2019 coronavirus 

(2019-ncov) outbreak by Jucier Gonçalves Júniora, 

Jair Paulinode Sales, Marcial Moreno Moreira, 

Woneska Rodrigues Pinheiroe, Carlos Kennedy 

Tavares Lima and Modesto Leite Rolim Neto 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://iussp.org/fr/node/11297
http://www.migrationpolicycentre.eu/events/mpc-webinar-migrant-workers-under-covid-19-lockdown/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/us-immigration-policy-program-international-program/coronavirus
https://graduateinstitute.ch/events
https://graduateinstitute.ch/events
https://www.gfmd.org/gfmd-meeting/uae-gfmd-2020
https://www.gfmd.org/gfmd-meeting/uae-gfmd-2020
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-0851-2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-0851-2
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30718-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30718-2/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30791-1/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30791-1/fulltext
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2005953
http://cajn.cnki.net/gzbd/download.aspx?filename=kTMhzLDFmNidWZy42QJRDWHNjST1mcqZDUyUUcGdHOOlXVwEjRrhXRvlmQVpkV2c3azUzL39CcldUSkl1c6RVT=0TP3dWNxUVNvIDdR5WWURVQSN3RJB3LOV0bJd1aaNlVyxWU3QVY5U3UWdFW6NERmtUV2p0KvUkbYBFSvM3Sxw&tablename=CAPJLAST&dflag=pdfdown
http://cajn.cnki.net/gzbd/download.aspx?filename=kTMhzLDFmNidWZy42QJRDWHNjST1mcqZDUyUUcGdHOOlXVwEjRrhXRvlmQVpkV2c3azUzL39CcldUSkl1c6RVT=0TP3dWNxUVNvIDdR5WWURVQSN3RJB3LOV0bJd1aaNlVyxWU3QVY5U3UWdFW6NERmtUV2p0KvUkbYBFSvM3Sxw&tablename=CAPJLAST&dflag=pdfdown
https://www.nber.org/papers/w26952
https://www.nber.org/papers/w26952
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.02.18.20024661v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.02.18.20024661v1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165178120307861
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165178120307861
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0165178120307861


 IOM crisis response 
 

IOM’s Statement on COVID-19 and Mobility highlights the im-

portance of supporting migrants throughout the ongoing 

Coronavirus crisis: 

Within countries that have been hardest hit, migrants 

are exposed to many of the same vulnerabilities as other     

citizens, and often to a greater extent. 

Efforts to support all vulnerable groups … should be 

strongly considered to avoid harmful consequences, min-

imise hardship, as well as reduce public health risk.  
 

Drawing upon its experiences of previous emergencies, IOM’s 

COVID-19 Global Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan 

(SRP) aims to support countries which require additional re-

sources, whether financial, technical or operational.  

IOM is playing a direct role in: 
 Risk communication and community engagement; 
 Crisis and cross-border coordination; 
 Training government employees; 
 Population mobility mapping; and 

 Enhanced Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) services. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #21: Tools and Resources UPDATE 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Policy responses 
 

IMF Policy Tracker 

 Records the key responses 

from governments to limit 

the human and economic im-

pact of the pandemic. 

IGC COVID-19 tracker 

 Provides details of policy in-

terventions to address the 

pandemic in the developing 

world 

ILO Country Response 

 Outlines the measures enact-

ed to support the labour 

market and protect workers 

in each country. 

Oxford COVID-19 Government 

Response Tracker (OxCGRT) 

 Records the stringency of 

government responses across 

countries and time in a con-

sistent way. 

 

  IOM’s Mobility Impacts dashboard shows the 

number and type of restrictions in place at 

3,808 points of entry, maps the various travel 

disruptions and restrictions enacted across the 

world and reports which population categories 

have been most affected by these measures.  

As COVID-19 has spread, governments in many 

jurisdictions have implemented a range of tem-

porary immigration-related measures to con-

tain the virus. A country-by-country overview 

of these migration policy developments has 

been compiled by Fragomen. 

COVID-19 travel restrictions globally 
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/iom_covid_key_messages_19-03_final.pdf
https://www.iom.int/iom-responds-covid-19
https://www.imf.org/en/Topics/imf-and-covid19/Policy-Responses-to-COVID-19
https://www.theigc.org/covid-19/tracker/
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/coronavirus/country-responses/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.fragomen.com/about/news/immigration-update-coronavirus
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WHO Resources 

WHO Situation Reports 

 The Situation Reports give an 

update of developments in the 

preceding 24 hours. 

WHO Myth Buster 

 In the face of misinformation 

and fake news, the WHO has 

busted a number of COVID-19 

myths.  

 

 

Migration research centers and others have begun asking 

analysing COVID-19 impacts on migration and mobility: 

COMPAS  

 A forum to facilitate brainstorming about what COVID-
19 means for our fast-moving world, from cross-border 
migration to racism and the future of mobile working. 

Migration Policy Institute  

 To combat COVID-19, governments have turned to mi-
gration management tools. How might these policy 
changes impact immigration systems in the long term? 

Center for Migration Studies 

 A summary of COVID-19 migration-related develop-
ments, including policy analysis, research and dispatches 
about the pandemic. 

IOM Migration Research Series 

 Provides an initial analysis of the specific ways that mi-
grants have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and the measures to mitigate these adverse impacts. 

Migration-related analysis 

Source: WHO COVID-19 Situation Dashboard 

          Tracking COVID-19 cases around the world 
 

A number of online interactive dashboards have been cre-

ated to allow public health authorities, researchers and the 

general public to visualize and track the outbreak of COVID-

19 as it unfolds. 

These dashboards show the number of confirmed COVID-

19 cases, fatalities and recoveries at the country level, as 

well as the change in cases over time. 

The most cited dashboards include those hosted by John 

Hopkins University, nCov2019 and the WHO. 

COVID-19 analysis in the  

developing world 

 Brooking’s Africa in Focus 

 Let’s Talk Development, from 

the World Bank 

 Oxford Latin America Centre 

 OECD Development Matters 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/advice-for-public/myth-busters
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/project/the-coronavirus-and-mobility-forum/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/us-immigration-policy-program-international-program/coronavirus
https://cmsny.org/cms-initiatives/migration-covid/
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://ncov2019.live/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-in-focus/
https://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk
https://www.lac.ox.ac.uk/article/the-impact-of-covid-19-in-latin-america
https://oecd-development-matters.org/


 

The engagement of cites and local  

authorities for migrants  

Cities and local authorities are the main 

spaces where migration and inclusion 

policies are implemented and are usual-

ly the best placed to understand the 

needs of their residents, including mi-

grants.  

Some cities are following an intercultur-

alist approach to migrants’ reception 

and inclusion, developing their own poli-

cies and measures to foster diversity. 

Among them, so-called “sanctuary 

cities” in the United States and Canada, 

for instance, have adopted policies and 

practices to accommodate irregular mi-

grants. For example, New York City is-

sues ID cards for all its residents, irre-

spective of their migration status, to se-

cure access to diverse services.  

The policies and measures adopted have 

sometimes been at odd with national 

migration policies, creating tensions 

with national authorities. This has for 

instance been the case concerning the 

protection of irregular migrants against 

deportation carried out by national au-

thorities even during the pandemic.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #22: Cities & local authorities  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Leaving no one behind  

Since COVID-19 first reached our city’s doorstep, 

we have been working around the clock to ensure 

all our residents are secure and supported, includ-

ing our immigrant and refugee communities, who 

are among the most vulnerable to the impact of 

this pandemic. Here in Chicago, saying ‘we are all in 

this together’ means that during this crisis, no one 

gets left out and no one gets left behind. 

Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot, City of Chicago,  7 April 2020 
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The role of cities in the pandemic 

Cities have been epicenters of the COVID-19 pandem-

ic due, most notably, to their population density. To-

gether with other local authorities, they thus have an 

important role to pay in handling the pandemic and 

are thus, for instance, duly integrated into IOM Global 

Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan for COVID-

19.  

The level of preparedness of cities to disease out-

breaks however varies among cities as it is also contin-

gent on their level of development and their socio-

economic situation. While cities in Europe have had 

difficulties to maintain their health services, cities in 

the ‘Global South’ are facing other challenges, espe-

cially when it comes to informal settlements with high 

population densities, limited services, and where the 

population mostly works in low-income and high risk 

jobs.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-6
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page#{%2262433518%22:[5]}
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page#{%2262433518%22:[5]}
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/imig.12308
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/imig.12308
https://cis.org/Map-Sanctuary-Cities-Counties-and-States
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/idnyc/about/about.page
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/trump-administration-ratchets-pressure-sanctuary-jurisdictions
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/us-border-agents-to-pursue-migrants-in-sanctuary-cities/2234484/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2020/april/EOImmigrantRefugeeProtection.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/09/nyregion/coronavirus-queens-corona-jackson-heights-elmhurst.html
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/defaul/iom_covid19_appeal_15.04.2020.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/defaul/iom_covid19_appeal_15.04.2020.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/defaul/iom_covid19_appeal_15.04.2020.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/03/how-should-cities-prepare-for-coronavirus-pandemics/
https://www.iied.org/dealing-covid-19-towns-cities-global-south
https://www.iied.org/dealing-covid-19-towns-cities-global-south
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Local authorities’ support  

for migrants amid the pandemic 

 

The response of local authorities to the pandemic and the level of support they have provided to 

migrants vary greatly. In Uganda, for instance, support measures for urban refugees has been 

difficult to adopt because of the lack of accurate data local authorities have on these refugees. 

Other cities have taken inclusive measures to ensure migrants are included in COVID-19 responses 

and to limit the propagation of the virus. Below are some illustrations of measures adopted by 

local authorities.   

Ensuring access to health care:  

 Some local jurisdictions such as Ontario, Québec and British Columbia (Canada) have taken 

measures to ensure equal access to testing and treatment for COVID-19, including for those in 

an irregular situation.  

Securing access to social services: 

 Extension of access to social emergency services to all individuals living in a precarious situa-

tion in the city of Geneva (Switzerland).  

 Social support for basic needs provided in Toronto (Canada).  

 Housing Support Programmes provided in Chicago (USA). 

Limiting the economic impact of the pandemic:  

 Some municipalities in South Africa have lifted restrictions on informal food trade, a sector in 

which migrant workers are also involved. 

 Financial support to small businesses, including those run by migrants, provided by Chicago 

(USA).  

 Cash payments to irregular migrants in California who are not included in the stimulus pack-

age approved by Congress. 

 Funding of diverse social and medical services by the Regional Government of Campania (Italy) 

for supporting African migrants harvesting the fields. 

Addressing racism, discrimination and xenophobia 

 The Coalition of Latin American and Caribbean Cities against Racism, Discrimination and Xeno-

phobia released a statement emphasizing the need for solidarity and addressing discrimina-

tion of vulnerable populations, such as displaced persons and migrants, during the pandemic.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.citiesalliance.org/newsroom/news/cities-alliance-news/covid-19-challenges-urban-refugees
https://www.cp24.com/news/ontario-waives-three-month-ohip-waiting-period-1.4861916
https://www.educaloi.qc.ca/en/news/covid-19-rights-people-who-are-not-citizens-or-permanent-residents
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/health-drug-coverage/msp/bc-residents/msp-covid-19-response
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page#{%2262433518%22:[5]}
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/we-need-sanctuary-cities-and-resilience-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2020/april/EOImmigrantRefugeeProtection.html
https://health-e.org.za/2020/04/08/coronavirussa-restrictions-lifted-on-informal-food-traders/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---africa/---ro-abidjan/documents/briefingnote/wcms_741864.pdf
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2020/april/EOImmigrantRefugeeProtection.html
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/mayor/press_room/press_releases/2020/april/EOImmigrantRefugeeProtection.html
https://time.com/5821770/california-cash-immigrants-coronavirus/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page#{%2262433518%22:[5]}
http://coalicionlac.org/node/129
http://coalicionlac.org/node/129


Increase in mobility restrictions 

As governments around the world continue to try to contain the spread of COVID-19, the number of 
mobility restrictions, both internationally and domestically, has risen sharply in recent weeks. This 
has included measures such as border closures and the enforcement of quarantines and lockdowns. 
By early April, more than 9 in 10 people globally lived in countries with travel restrictions. And recent 
estimates by IOM show that by April 23, 2020, COVID-19-related travel restrictions had reached 
52,262, implemented by 215 countries, territories and areas. The number of restrictions has signifi-
cantly increased since 1 April 2020, when they stood at 43,781. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #23: Travel restrictions and mobility UPDATE 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

 

Nearly all global destinations     
impose restrictions 

A new report by the United Nations 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 
shows that by 6 April 2020, 96% of 
global destinations had introduced 
travel restrictions: 

 100% of Africa 

 100% of Asia and the Pa-
cific  

 100% of Middle East 

 93% of Europe 

 92% of Americas 

 Restrictions at airports 

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) 

is providing regular updates on airports around 

the world. The website lists countries and the re-

strictions they have imposed at airports. 

Training of border staff 
As part of its response to COVID-19, IOM continues to 
train officials on surveillance in airports, sea ports and 
land border crossings.  

In countries such as Costa Rica, in anticipation of in-
creased migration flows from Nicaragua and Cuba, IOM 
has provided technical assistance on how to implement 
safe and appropriate border management measures. 

While in Bangladesh, IOM is supporting the government 
“at sea, land and air borders through the provision of 
equipment, training of health and immigration staff, and 
strengthening inter-agency coordination at points of en-
try.”  

 

NEW IOM Migration Data Portal Page  
The newly released thematic page, Migration 
data relevant for the COVID-19 pandemic, 
compiles and analyses existing data on mi-
grants, including in the countries hardest hit 
by COVID-19.  
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/04/01/more-than-nine-in-ten-people-worldwide-live-in-countries-with-travel-restrictions-amid-covid-19/
https://migration.iom.int/
https://migration.iom.int/
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.developmentaid.org/#!/news-stream/post/63146/unwto-launched-report-on-covid-19-related-travel-restrictions
https://www.iatatravelcentre.com/international-travel-document-news/1580226297.htm
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-usd-499-million-expanded-covid-19-response-plan-help-address-critical-socio
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/situation_reports/file/iom_covid-19_sitrep10_17-21_apr2020_final.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/situation_reports/file/iom_covid-19_sitrep10_17-21_apr2020_final.pdf
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/migration-data-relevant-covid-19-pandemic
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/migration-data-relevant-covid-19-pandemic


This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

 

Implications for gender-based violence 
Some refugee camps have seen a rise in gen-
der-based violence, as GBV services are 
scaled back and as restrictions on movement 
prevent those affected from seeking help.  

In Cox’s Bazar, where hundreds of thousands 
of Rohingya refugees continue to live, there 
has been an increase in both intimate part-
ner violence and child marriage. Strictly en-
forced movement restrictions are limiting  
the ability of women and girls to access sup-
port services.  

In response and to mitigate the increased 
risk of gender-based violence, some Rohing-
ya women have self-mobilized to raise 
awareness on COVID-19 in the camps, includ-
ing conducting door-to-door visits.  

Discriminatory  

movement restrictions 
The manner in which some countries/areas 
have implemented mobility restrictions is com-
ing under increasing scrutiny, particularly in re-
lation to migrants, including refugees.  

Recent media reports show that measures such 
as curfews, in some locations have targeted spe-
cific groups of migrants. This has raised con-
cerns that harsh restrictions aimed at migrants 
could hamper their ability to access basic care 
and services.  

The UN Network on migration recently released 
a statement emphasizing that “any limitations 
on freedom of movement do not unduly affect 
human rights and the right to seek asylum, and 
that restrictions are applied in a proportionate 
and non-discriminatory way.”  

Suspending immigration   

While travel restrictions have been widely imposed around the world, some countries, such as the 
Untied States, have gone further- suspending immigration altogether. The United States’ govern-
ment, on April 23 2020, temporarily suspended immigration to the country for a period of 60 
days, but with some exemptions, such as seasonal farm workers, who can still enter the country.  

International protection 

People seeking asylum are among the most affected by travel restrictions. Several countries have closed 
entry to all foreigners, including asylum seekers. Countries such as Uganda, which long had an open door 
policy to asylum seekers and refugees, suspended receiving new arrivals as part of its overall response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In the United States, the recent decision to expel/return undocumented mi-
grants upon arrival, as a measure to limit the spread of COVID-19, is feared to constitute refoulement, 
potentially exposing asylum seekers to further persecution. In the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman sea, 
hundreds of Rohingya are stuck on boats, after being denied entry into Malaysia due to COVID-19 fears. 
There are growing fears of a repeat of the 2015 crisis, when smugglers abandoned Rohingya at sea on 
unsafe, crowded boats.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/urgent-call-gender-actions-covid-19-response-cox-s-bazar
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/04/feature-women-mobilize-to-prevent-covid-19-in-rohingya-refugee-camps
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/covid-19-lebanon-municipalities-discriminate-refugees-200402154547215.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25730&LangID=E
https://www.npr.org/2020/04/22/841116811/read-trump-signs-proclamation-temporarily-suspending-immigration
https://www.bbc.com/news/amp/world-us-canada-52391678
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-uganda-refugees/uganda-usually-welcoming-to-refugees-bars-all-new-arrivals-to-contain-coronavirus-idUSKBN21C2WV
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-52244039
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/17/us-asylum-seekers-coronavirus-law-un
https://www.theguardian.com/global/2020/apr/17/malaysia-and-thailand-urged-to-help-stranded-rohingya-refugees
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/23/world/asia/23reuters-southeastasia-rohingya.html?searchResultPosition=4
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/resolving-policy-conundrums-enhancing-humanitarian-protection-southeast-asia


 

Technology has been central to government efforts to com-
bat the spread of COVID-19. In China, for example, citizens 
must have the correct health code in order to pass check-
points, while those in China’s Hong Kong Special Administra-
tive Region wear wristbands that use geofenced technology. 
In Russia, meanwhile, facial recognition technology is com-
bined with urban center security camera monitoring. 

In Singapore, citizens have been encouraged to install the 
contact tracing app TraceTogether, which uses  Bluetooth 
signals to identify if users have come into contact with any-
one exposed to COVID-19. Based on the Singapore app, the 
Australian government is encouraging its population to 
download its COVIDsafe app. In South Korea, private devel-
opers have developed similar apps. 

Apple and Google—whose operating systems power 99% of 
the world’s smartphones—are collaborating to develop their 
own contact tracing technology. This involves a decentral-
ized / anonymised contact tracing system, and the compa-
nies have pledged to disable the service once the outbreak 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #24: Technology to Support 

Analysis and Responses 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

 

This is, in essence, a big data problem. We’re trying to track 

the spread of a disease around the world.  

 

Understanding how COVID-19 spreads is crucial to stopping the 

virus. Nextstrain is an open-sourced project which uses big data to 

provide data, sequencing, and visualizations showing the evolution 

and spread of COVID-19. By sharing the genetic sequencing of 700 

cases of the virus, for example, the project contributed to the    

corroboration of the assessment that the virus’s virulence (or se-

verity) has not changed as it has spread to other countries.  

The role of big data in understanding COVID-19 
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Source: Nextstrain 

James Hendler, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 

 

Population surveillance:         
a COVID-19 legacy? 

 

Many have raised concerns that 
once the current crisis has 
passed, governments could re-
purpose surveillance technology 
to track and monitor groups of 
interest, including migrants. 
However, in some countries the 
ability to surveil populations 
through the use of new technolo-
gy already exists. In the US, for 
example, AI facial recognition 
technology is used by immigra-
tion authorities to conduct mass 
monitoring of people in traffic 
flows to detect undocumented 
migrants. 

Tracing COVID-19 using new tech 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.economist.com/china/2020/02/29/to-curb-covid-19-china-is-using-its-high-tech-surveillance-tools
https://hbr.org/2020/04/how-digital-contact-tracing-slowed-covid-19-in-east-asia
https://hbr.org/2020/04/how-digital-contact-tracing-slowed-covid-19-in-east-asia
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/tracking-covid-19/
https://www.gov.sg/article/help-speed-up-contact-tracing-with-tracetogether
https://www.theverge.com/2020/4/26/21237598/australia-coronavirus-contact-tracing-privacy
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/coronavirus-south-korea-tracking-apps/2020/03/13/2bed568e-5fac-11ea-ac50-18701e14e06d_story.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/apple-google-working-technology-for-coronavirus-contact-tracing/
https://www.theverge.com/2020/4/26/21237598/australia-coronavirus-contact-tracing-privacy
https://nextstrain.org/help/general/about-nextstrain
https://academic.oup.com/bioinformatics/article/34/23/4121/5001388
https://academic.oup.com/bioinformatics/article/34/23/4121/5001388
https://nextstrain.org/
https://www.the-scientist.com/news-opinion/coronaviruss-genetics-reveal-its-global-travels-67183
https://nextstrain.org/ncov/global
https://nextstrain.org/ncov/global
https://healthitanalytics.com/news/understanding-the-covid-19-pandemic-as-a-big-data-analytics-issue
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/tracking-covid-19/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/blog/borders-and-pandemics-human-rights-impacts-covid-19-technology-migration/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/news/ice-weaponizes-state-licences-against-undocumented-immigrants/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/news/ice-weaponizes-state-licences-against-undocumented-immigrants/
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The COVID-19 innovation challenge 

The California-based 3D modelling company CAD 

Crowd has launched a month-long prototypes 

competition, calling for inventions to help pre-

vent the spread of COVID-19. To date there have 

been 138 entries, ranging from hands-free door 

openers to UV light disinfectant cash drawers. 

Innovation in conflict zones 

A team of 12 volunteers in Idlib—the last rebel 

stronghold in Syria, where many hospitals lie in 

ruin—have used homemade equipment to design 

a makeshift ventilator to combat the pandemic, 

with plans to build hundreds more. 

Source: Coronavirus Innovation Map 

          Tracking innovations around the world 

The surge in innovations to support and 
strengthen the response to COVID-19 can be visualized on 
the Coronavirus Innovation Map.  
 

Launched by StartupBlink, together with the Health Innova-
tion Exchange and the Moscow Agency of Innovations, the 
map is a directory of hundreds of innovations and provides 
information on five categories of innovation: prevention, 
diagnosis, treatment, information, and life and business 
adaption, as well as showing ways in which people can get 
medicines without leaving their home. 
 

View the map here. 

The risks of rapid data generation 

While new technologies are making it possible 
to gather and analyze huge quantities of data 
in near real-time that can tell us about the vi-
rus’s characteristics, such as its transmissibility 
and fatality rate, the data produced can be in-
accurate.  

This means that an open peer review process is 
vital in ensuring that what is discovered is relia-
ble, although even this process can be support-
ed by AI tools that assist funders in identifying 
specialists to peer review proposals. 

 

Treating COVID-19 with AI 

As healthcare systems around the world come 
under immense strain, machine learning is be-
ing used to develop solutions.  

Several tools have been adopted to triage pa-
tients, from radiology software that is capable 
of scanning a patient and calculating a probabil-
ity of infection in 10 minutes, to chatbots that 
diagnose users based on their symptoms and 
medical history and advise them on whether to 
stay at home or seek medical help. Machine 
learning tools are also being used to rapidly 
screen for antibodies with a high probability of 
success, and could soon be used to predict how 
the virus will impact healthcare resource needs. 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.cadcrowd.com/contest/2332-covid-19-coronavirus-product-design-and-3d
https://www.cadcrowd.com/contest/2332-covid-19-coronavirus-product-design-and-3d
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-syria-ventilator/in-syria-rebel-stronghold-building-makeshift-ventilators-to-fight-virus-idUKKCN2251AL
https://coronavirus.startupblink.com/
https://coronavirus.startupblink.com/
https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2020/april/20200408_covid-19-innovations
https://coronavirus.startupblink.com/
https://coronavirus.startupblink.com/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/how-policymakers-should-use-covid-19-data
https://blog.frontiersin.org/tag/covid19/
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/30-03-2020-who-releases-guidelines-to-help-countries-maintain-essential-health-services-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.datarevenue.com/en-blog/machine-learning-covid-19
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/04/23/1000410/ai-triage-covid-19-patients-health-care/
https://www.businessinsider.com/cdc-microsoft-coronavirus-chatbot-feeling-sick-should-i-go-hospital-2020-3?r=US&IR=T
https://healthitanalytics.com/news/data-scientists-use-machine-learning-to-discover-covid-19-treatments
https://healthitanalytics.com/news/data-scientists-use-machine-learning-to-discover-covid-19-treatments
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/progress-using-covid-19-patient-data-to-train-machine-learning-models-for-healthcare


Gender analysis on COVID-19 
A new Rapid Gender Analysis on COVID-19 has revealed that a significant number of gender dimen-
sions are already been witnessed as the impacts of the pandemic emerge over time and in different 
settings. These include:  

 Women are experiencing a care-giving burden  
 Inequality of access to health care is related to gender  
 Gender based violence is increasing  
 Women require targeted information on COVID-19 . 

Read about these and additional gender dimensions in the analysis by Care and IRC here.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #25: Gender dimensions 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

 

Implications for gender-based vio-
lence (GBV) in displacement 

Some refugee camps have seen a rise in 
gender-based violence, as GBV services 
are scaled back and as restrictions on 
movement prevent those affected from 
seeking help.  

In Cox’s Bazar, where hundreds of thou-
sands of Rohingya refugees continue to 
live, there has been an increase in both 
intimate partner violence and child mar-
riage. Strictly enforced movement re-
strictions are limiting the ability of wom-
en and girls to access support services.  

In response and to mitigate the increased 
risk of gender-based violence, some Roh-
ingya women have self-mobilized to raise 
awareness on COVID-19 in the camps, 
including conducting door-to-door visits.  

Guidelines for Integrating GBV Interventions                      
in Humanitarian Action —NEW COVID-19                         

Resources 

Evidence on the increase in GBV resulting from 
COVID-19 measures is of great concern to practi-
tioners on the front line. Accordingly, a new addi-
tion on COVID-19 to the GBV Guidelines Knowledge 
Hub provides practitioners with key resources to 
support the integration of GBV risk mitigation into 
COVID-19 response. The sectors covered include:  

Access resources, such as this IASC brief, here.  
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https://insights.careinternational.org.uk/media/k2/attachments/CARE-IRC_Global-RGA-COVID-19_April-2020.pdf
https://insights.careinternational.org.uk/media/k2/attachments/CARE-IRC_Global-RGA-COVID-19_April-2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/urgent-call-gender-actions-covid-19-response-cox-s-bazar
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/04/feature-women-mobilize-to-prevent-covid-19-in-rohingya-refugee-camps
https://gbvguidelines.org/cctopic/covid-19/
https://gbvguidelines.org/cctopic/covid-19/
https://gbvguidelines.org/cctopic/covid-19/
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UN Policy Brief on COVID-19 and Women 

The year 2020, marking the twenty-fifth anniver-

sary of the Beijing Platform for Action, was in-

tended to be ground-breaking for gender equali-

ty. Instead, with the spread of the COVID19 pan-

demic, even the limited gains made in the past 

decades are at risk of being rolled back. The pan-

demic is deepening pre-existing inequalities, ex-

posing vulnerabilities in social, political and eco-

nomic systems which are in turn amplifying the 

impacts of the pandemic.  

A new policy brief by the 

UN Secretary-General 

explores how women 

and girls’ lives are 

changing, and outlines 

priority measures to ac-

company both the im-

mediate response and 

longer-term recovery 

efforts.  

Why we need women’s leadership in the COVID-19 response 

In this World Economic Forum Agenda blog, the authors argue the case for more women in leadership 

positions, highlighting that:  

 Women comprise the majority of frontline healthcare workers globally, meaning that female repre-

sentation is vital in tackling the coronavirus crisis.  

 70% of global healthcare staff are women, but only 25% of global leaders are female.  

 Without women in these positions, women's issues could fail to be addressed throughout the crisis.  

Similar issues are being raised by commentators globally, with some asking why it is that women are such 

Female migrant domestic workers on                   

the front line 

Because their work requires them to be in 

others’ homes, and come in close contact 

with individuals and items that may be carry-

ing the virus, domestic workers are front line 

workers in this pandemic, and at risk. Most 

domestic workers are women and many are 

migrants (see figure below). Read this article, 

which outlines responses in South Africa, 

Mexico, USA, the Netherlands, India and Bra-

zil.  

 

Migrant domestic workers by destination country 

income level and sex         

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-women-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1406
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-women-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1406
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/women-female-leadership-gender-coronavirus-covid19-response/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/25/why-do-female-leaders-seem-to-be-more-successful-at-managing-the-coronavirus-crisis
https://www.wiego.org/domestic-workers-frontline-care-workers-face-covid-19-challenges
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2018_en_chapter2.pdf


As detailed in Analytical Snapshot #17, nearly all countries worldwide have enforced travel/movement re-
strictions in an effort to contain the spread of COVID-19. Measures such as border closures, curfews and 
internal lockdowns have had wide-ranging implications for both internal and international migrants, leaving 
many unable to return to their countries/areas of origin or to reach their intended destinations.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #26：Stranded migrants  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Unable to return home 
Many migrant workers in different parts of the world are unable to return home, stuck in their coun-

tries/areas of work without employment. With little or no assistance from their countries of origin or 

destination, thousands are stranded in crowded, squalid living environments, putting them at a higher 

risk of contracting COVID-19.  

 Migrants in Gulf States, who make up significant proportions of several countries’ populations, are 

already disproportionately affected by the pandemic. Nepal put a stop to all citizens returning 

home, leaving the many Nepalese workers in Gulf States trapped. India also recently halted the 

repatriation of its citizens from the Gulf. But some destination countries, such as Kuwait and Bah-

rain, are conducting repatriation flights in coordination with some countries of origin.  

 For aspiring labour migrants and those who had gone back to their countries of origin to process 

their documents, border closures mean they are stuck in their countries of origin without work 

and at risk of becoming indebted.  

 International migrant workers are not the only ones affected by travel restrictions and lockdowns; 

internal labour migrants in countries such as India have been stuck in cities and industrial areas 

without work or income since the country’s lockdown came into force. Millions of people in India 

migrate from rural areas in search of work, with many ending up in a range of sectors, such as do-

mestic work, construction, transportation, among others. Some Indian states, such as Uttar Pra-

desh, have recently sent buses to return stranded migrant workers.  
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Visa extensions for stranded migrants 
To help migrants cope with the current travel restrictions, including lockdown measures and border clo-
sures, several countries have granted visa/permit renewals, extensions or temporary amnesty. For exam-
ple, Thailand has implemented a 3-month extension until end of July to foreigners holding all types of non 
-immigrant visas. New Zealand has also extended visas for migrant workers that were expiring at the be-
ginning of April. The Russian Federation’s Presidential Decree “to regulate the legal status of foreign na-
tionals for an interim period of three months” was welcomed by IOM, as it allows migrants to retain their 
legal status, find work more quickly and not have to pay for permits.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_17_impacts_on_migrant_children_and_youth_0.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-gulf-workers/gulfs-migrant-workers-left-stranded-and-struggling-by-coronavirus-outbreak-idUSKCN21W1O8
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/19/migrant-workers-bear-brunt-of-coronavirus-pandemic-in-gulf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/19/migrant-workers-bear-brunt-of-coronavirus-pandemic-in-gulf
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/19/migrant-workers-bear-brunt-of-coronavirus-pandemic-in-gulf
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/north-africa-west-asia/gulf-migrant-workers-fear-their-future/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/north-africa-west-asia/gulf-migrant-workers-fear-their-future/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/thailands-migrant-workers-at-risk-during-pandemic/
https://www.ft.com/content/2978d6c3-345e-3507-8323-cdd773f5b4b8
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-52360757
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/up-govt-starts-bringing-back-migrant-workers-over-2-200-return-from-haryana-buses-1671124-2020-04-25
https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/covid-19-through-migration-lens-policy-responses-should-be-inclusive-migrants
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1907900/extended-stay-for-foreigners-until-end-july-formally-endorsed
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/414257/covid-19-lockdown-visa-disruption-leaves-immigrants-businesses-worried
https://www.iom.int/news/presidential-decree-immense-help-vulnerable-migrants-russian-federation-iom
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Asylum seekers refused entry 

Asylum seekers have been heavily im-
pacted by the current pandemic, as 
many countries have closed their doors 
to all foreigners, including those seeking 
protection.  

Hundreds of Rohingya, for example, re-
main stranded in the Bay of Bengal and 
the Andaman sea, after being denied 
entry into Malaysia. Various organiza-
tions, including the UNHCR, have ex-
pressed concern and called for responsi-
bility sharing by States to avoid a repeat 
of the 2015 crisis when thousands of 
Rohingya were abandoned by smugglers 
and left stranded at sea. 

In Latin America, the closure of borders 
has left many migrants stuck in transit 
countries; thousands of migrants are 
remain in Panama after Costa Rica 
closed its borders, while many are 
stranded between the Honduras/El Sal-
vador border. Border areas in Mexico 
also continue to host stranded asylum 
seekers who are no longer able to cross 
into the United States.  

IOM assisting stranded migrants 

In various parts of the world IOM is assisting thou-

sands of migrants who have been affected by move-

ment restrictions and unable to work or return home.  

 In Niger, border closures have resulted in a surge 

of stranded migrants; a joint initiative between 

IOM and the EU is offering support to more than 

2,300 of these migrants, hosted in IOM’s six transit 

centres.  

 In Panama IOM, in collaboration with the govern-

ment and UNHCR, is providing humanitarian assis-

tance to migrants stranded in three immigration 

reception stations at Panamá’s borders with Co-

lombia and Costa Rica.  

 Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is a key transit 

country for migrants traveling from Greece to oth-

er countries in the EU, has around 8000 migrants 

stranded in the country because of COVID-19-

related movement restrictions. With IOM support, 

a 1000-bed camp for homeless migrants is now 

operating.  

 In countries such as Thailand, IOM has also been 

tracking the number of stranded migrants. Be-

tween March 26 and 23 April 2020, IOM recorded 

660 stranded migrants across five locations in the 

country.   

— NEW ISSUE BRIEF —  
In a new IOM Issue Brief by the Immigration and Border Management Division, recommendations cover 
immigration, consular and visa procedures, including the need to adapt regulations to uphold legal frame-
works, while incorporating necessary adjustments for migrants to stay in compliance with immigration 
rules. This entails, for example, governments to, when possible, allow ‘for regular stay after expiry of a 
specific visa or residence permit’, and to ‘facilitate regular stay of general visa holders’ among other rec-
ommendations. Read more here.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-asia-52431222
https://www.unhcr.org/refugeebrief/latest-issues/
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/resolving-policy-conundrums-enhancing-humanitarian-protection-southeast-asia
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/italy-loosen-lockdown-4-coronavirus-live-updates-200426233610783.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/italy-loosen-lockdown-4-coronavirus-live-updates-200426233610783.html
https://ec.europa.eu/trustfundforafrica/all-news-and-stories/eu-iom-joint-initiative-supporting-vulnerable-migrants-during-covid-19-pandemic_en
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-panama-prepare-covid-19-response-2500-migrants-stranded-borders
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-panama-prepare-covid-19-response-2500-migrants-stranded-borders
https://www.iom.int/news/covid-19-emergency-shelter-provided-homeless-migrants-bosnia-and-herzegovina
https://migration.iom.int/system/tdf/reports/DTM%20Ranong%20-%20COVID-19%20-%20Policy%20Update%205.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=8378
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/IBM/2020/en/covid-19iomissuebrief-immigrationconsularandvisarecommendations.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/IBM/2020/en/covid-19iomissuebrief-immigrationconsularandvisarecommendations.pdf


Protecting children  

during the pandemic  

COVID-19 appears to have so far entailed less 

severe infections for children than adults, with a 

higher number of children being asymptomatic 

or experiencing mild or moderate symptoms. 

However, the pandemic still has important neg-

ative impacts on children around the world, es-

pecially on those from populations in vulnerable 

situations, such as migrants and displaced per-

sons. The UN Secretary-General identified four 

main risks for children that need to be ad-

dressed to ensure children’s protection:  

 - Education  - Health 

- Food   - Safety 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #27: Child protection   

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Thankfully, children have so far been large-

ly spared from the most severe symptoms 

of the disease. But their lives are being to-

tally upended. I appeal to families every-

where, and leaders at all levels: protect our 

children. 

António Guterres, UN Secretary-

General, 16 April 2020 

Click here to read the full statement and/or watch the recording  

Continued education 

While schools are starting to reopen in some countries, the pandemic has at some point forced more 

than 1.5 billion of pupils and students out of school worldwide due to school closures in many countries. 

As underlined by UNESCO, school closures severely impact children, especially those in most vulnerable 

situations. In addition to interrupted learning and the risk of an increase in dropout rates, school clo-

sures can have adverse consequences on children’s nutrition, create gaps in children care and expose 

children to social isolation, abuse, violence and exploitation. 

Inclusive learning opportunities through distance learning have been developed to mitigate school clo-

sures. The Global Education Coalition, for example, seeks to support States, communities, families and 

children, providing a list of national learning platforms and distance learning solutions. As children in 

most vulnerable situations, such as migrants and displaced persons, may not have access to the neces-

sary technology, calls are made to support children’s access to digital technologies while other innova-

tive solutions are also explored to ensure a minimum of continuity of education for migrant children. 
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/what-one-study-from-china-tells-us-about-covid-19-and-children-2020032319279
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_17_impacts_on_migrant_children_and_youth_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_17_impacts_on_migrant_children_and_youth_0.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/protect-our-children
https://www.un.org/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/protect-our-children
https://www.un.org/en/un-coronavirus-communications-team/protect-our-children
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_17_impacts_on_migrant_children_and_youth_0.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/consequences
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/globalcoalition
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/nationalresponses
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/solutions
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_children_16_april_2020.pdf
https://alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/agenda_for_action_iawg-vac_27_april_ready_for_launch.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=37952
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_children_16_april_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/policy_brief_on_covid_impact_on_children_16_april_2020.pdf
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Socioeconomic consequences for migrant families and risks for their children 

With little savings and sometimes no health insurance, migrant parents may be forced to continue 

working during the pandemic. In addition to heightened risks of infection for them and their house-
hold, their children may be left at home on their own due to school closures with the risk of: 

 Social isolation, with increased psychological distress.  

 When they have access to digital technologies, no assistance in continued remote education solu-

tions that may exist and insufficient surveillance of their online activities where they may be at 
risk of sexual exploitation.  

With the increase in unemployment worldwide in sectors where migrants often work and a decrease 

in earnings due to the global recession, migrant parents may find themselves in precarious economic 

situations, unable to provide for the basic needs of their family. This may also be the case for parents 
who have migrated to work abroad leaving their children in the country of origin and who may not be 

able to support their family by sending remittances or may have to return to their country of origin 

because of unemployment. The risks for their children include most notably:  

 Increased anxiety and stress within the household, with heightened risk of abuse, violence and 

exploitation for migrant children, including gender-based violence.  

 Higher school dropout rates for lack of sufficient financial means and/or because children may be 

forced to find alternative remunerated activities with the risk of being exploited and falling into 
the hands of human traffickers.  

Specific risks for displaced children  

While displaced children may experience similar risks as migrant children, their specific vulnerability 

linked to displacement and their living conditions may expose them to acute risks to their development, 

well-being and safety amid the pandemic, such as:  

 While around 4 million refugee children were already out of school in 2017, prolonged periods of 

school closures during the pandemic entail the risk of higher dropout rates even after schools reo-

pen. Organizations are addressing this risk by setting up solutions for continued education. 

 Higher health risks, especially of contagion to COVID-19 due to no proper access to water, sanita-

tion and hygiene facilities in crowded camps, with no possibility to keep the necessary social dis-

tances and insufficient health care. A solution has been the decongestion of crowded camps, as well 

as relocation to other countries of unaccompanied children living in those camps.     

 Lack of access to humanitarian assistance for (displaced) children caught up in situations of conflict. 

On 23 March, the UN Secretary-General called for a global ceasefire to focus efforts on humanitari-

an needs amid the pandemic.   

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/the_alliance_covid_19_brief_version_1.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=37184
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/particular-threats-to-childrens-care-and-protection/covid-19/alternative-care-and-covid-19/program-guidance-preventive-and-responsive-support-to-children-families-and-alternative-care
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/keep-your-child-safe-online-at-home-covid-19
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_10_-_economic_impacts_on_migrants.pdf
https://remittanceprices.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/rpw_-_special_issue_-_04102020_final.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/agenda-for-action
https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/agenda-for-action
https://mcusercontent.com/71bd9ea56bbca248596b57d79/files/6b4336bf-5cd7-4aa9-981d-763ea4672ef6/Interagency_GBV_risk_mitigation_and_Covid_tipsheet.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/consequences
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_17_impacts_on_migrant_children_and_youth_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_14_human_trafficking.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000265866
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/4/5e9d4c044/covid-19-pandemic-continues-forcibly-displaced-children-need-support.html
https://nwb.savethechildren.net/news/refugee-children-continuing-their-education-despite-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.unicef.ie/stories/covid-19-threatens-lives-refugee-children/
https://www.unicef.ie/stories/covid-19-threatens-lives-refugee-children/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_7_displaced_population_impacts.pdf
https://resettlement.eu/page/relocation-unaccompanied-minors-greece-during-covid-19-pandemic-no-time-lose
https://un.org.au/files/2020/04/Policy-Brief-on-COVID-impact-on-Children-16-April-2020.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059972


Immigration policies refer to government positions concerning the entry, stay, selection, settlement and 

deportation of foreign citizens in the country, covering a range of fields, including family migration, labour 

migration, and refugee/asylum migration. While recent years have seen a trend toward more complex, 

and often more restrictive, policies in more highly-regulated contexts, the COVID-19 outbreak represents 

a significant fork in the road—the pandemic could reinforce restrictive immigration policies, but it could 

equally mark an inflection point towards policies that better reflect the need for forms of mobility.  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #28: Impacts on Immigration Policies 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19  

Long term impacts? 

The pandemic has drawn attention to 

the fact that migrants are vital to 

many sectors in developed countries— 

healthcare and seasonal farm work, 

for example—while driving a decline 

in migration and mobility at the same 

time.  

The longer-term impacts are not yet 

clear but the implications of reduced 

mobility are the subject of growing 

attention. For example, Singapore’s 

“hub city” model is under increasing 

threat. Within Europe, harvest season 

has required new flexibility and agility. 

International migration and mobility 

are deeply intertwined with labour 

markets and globalization, so as we 

start to see the economic downturn 

take hold, the changes to long-term 

migration patterns will only then 

emerge. It won’t be uniform globally.  
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Immigration policies following the COVID-19 outbreak 

Tracking immigration policies 

Fragomen has provided a summary of the confirmed im-

migration restrictions and concessions that global jurisdic-

tions are currently imposing to contain COVID-19. You can 

Policy flexibility and agility in action  

In light of closures to immigration office and service 

providers that make compliance with requirements for 

status determination difficult, many countries have 

granted flexibility on immigration processes. Among 

other countries, France, Russia and the UAE have auto-

matically extended, or simplified extension procedures 

for, visas in a move to prevent widespread irregularity 

due to the pandemic. Portugal has temporarily regular-

ized all migrants who applied for a residence permit 

before the pandemic to ensure that migrants have ac-

cess to social security and healthcare, while a similar 

program is being discussed in Italy. Jordan has waived 

labour-related fines and fees for migrant workers 

wanting to return to their home countries and has cre-

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  
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https://migrationdataportal.org/blohttps:/www.sciencedirect.com/topics/social-sciences/immigration-policy
https://publications.iom.int/books/international-migration-law-ndeg34-glossary-migration
https://www.elgaronline.com/view/edcoll/9781785367502/9781785367502.00012.xml
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_15_-_migrants_on_the_frontline_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_18_-_migrants_and_global_food_supply.pdf
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/covid-19-is-throttling-vital-migration-flows/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/will-the-singapore-model-survive-the-pandemic/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_18_-_migrants_and_global_food_supply.pdf
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/handbook-of-migration-and-globalisation-9781785367502.html
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020_en_ch_3_1.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2020_en_ch_3_1.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://france-visas.gouv.fr/en_US/web/france-visas/professional-internship
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/latest-on-coronavirus-outbreak/russia-facilitates-foreign-stay-amid-coronavirus-fears/1772279
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-pandemic/coronavirus-confirmed-cases-of-coronavirus-surpass-2-million-worldwide--
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-portugal/portugal-to-treat-migrants-as-residents-during-coronavirus-crisis-idUSKBN21F0N7
https://rep.repubblica.it/pwa/intervista/2020/03/26/news/coronavirus_teresa_bellanova_agricoltura_governo-252414368/?ref=RHPPLF-BH-I252410466-C8-P8-S4.4-T1
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1665221/middle-east


UK post-Brexit immigration policy 

In February 2020, the UK government unveiled 

plans for a points-based immigration system to 

be implemented following the country’s exit 

from the EU that would limit migration, particu-

larly of low-skilled individuals. However, since 

the pandemic the proposal has come under 

criticism, with MPs and think tanks noting that 

many of the workers who have garnered praise 

during the pandemic would not have been per-

mitted entry under the proposed system.  

 One of the things this current crisis is 

teaching us is that many people we consid-

er to be low-skilled are actually pretty cru-

cial to the running of our country, and are 

in fact recognized as key workers.  

Steve Double, UK Member of Parliament  

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  
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The notion of a “trans-Tasman bubble”, 

whereby border restrictions between Austral-

ia and New Zealand would be relaxed, has 

been raised by the respective governments 

following both countries relative success in 

containing the spread of COVID-19.  

The idea is seen as one way of boosting the 

countries’ economies, with the New Zealand 

to Australia migration corridor the third most 

popular involving Oceanic countries.  

Similarly, the idea of a Singapore-New Zealand 

bubble has also been raised.  

Suspending immigration to the US  

On 22 April the US President signed an execu-

tive order to temporarily halt the provision of 

green cards for those immigrating to the US. 

The suspension, which will initially last for 60 

days but could be extended ’based on eco-

nomic conditions at the time’, has been intro-

duced with the aim of stopping imported in-

fections and reducing competition to US-born 

workers for jobs. The Migration Policy Insti-

tute estimate that based on the categories 

included in the executive order, approximate-

ly 52,000 green cards will be blocked over the 

60 day period, although they note that the 

order may have little practical effect in the 

short term as the State Department has large-

ly suspended in-person interviews for visa ap-

plicants as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak.  

Rethinking skills & labour migration 

In a recent Migration Policy Centre webinar, 

Prof. Martin Ruhs, Prof. Bridget Andersson and 

Dr. Friedrich Poeshcel discussed how the 

COVID19 outbreak has changed the way coun-

tries measure skills and the value they place on 

lowskilled migrants in policymaking. Click here 

to watch the webinar.  

Mobility bubbles  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uks-points-based-immigration-system-policy-statement/the-uks-points-based-immigration-system-policy-statement
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/coronavirus-brexit-immigration-system-key-workers-low-skilled-steve-double-a9419116.html
https://www.cityam.com/renewed-calls-for-change-to-uks-post-brexit-immigration-system/
https://www.politics.co.uk/comment-analysis/2020/04/29/immigration-in-the-age-of-covid
https://www.politics.co.uk/comment-analysis/2020/04/29/immigration-in-the-age-of-covid
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/coronavirus-brexit-immigration-system-key-workers-low-skilled-steve-double-a9419116.html
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-16/nz-australia-border-could-reopen-jacinda-ardern-scott-morrison/12153752
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=12324415
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-3
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-3
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/covid-19/415083/trans-tasman-bubble-could-start-more-quickly-than-we-think-peters
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/20/us/coronavirus-live-news.html?action=click&module=Spotlight&pgtype=Homepage#link-f0a49b5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-52363852
https://twitter.com/MigrationPolicy/status/1253111954429878274
https://twitter.com/MigrationPolicy/status/1253113085277147137
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=DhagAUUH3fg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=DhagAUUH3fg


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #29: Stigmatization and Discrimination UPDATE  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Population surveillance: a COVID-19 legacy?  

Many have raised concerns that once the current crisis has passed, governments could repurpose           

surveillance technology to track, monitor and discriminate against groups of interest, including migrants. 

However, in some countries the ability to surveil populations through the use of new technology already 

exists. In the US, for example, AI facial recognition technology is used by immigration authorities to       

conduct mass monitoring of people in traffic flows to detect undocumented migrants. 

Xenophobic stigmatization 

Stigmatization of migrants has led to a rise in xenophobic 

confrontations. The Asian Pacific Policy and Planning Council 

has documented 1,500 discriminatory and xenophobic      

incidents in the United States since the onset of the pan-

demic. Reports from several countries indicate that discrimi-

nation and anti-migrant behaviour has induced food insecu-

rity and return migration to migrants’ origin countries. 

Discriminatory mobility  

restrictions 

The manner in which some coun-

tries/areas have implemented mobil-

ity restrictions is coming under in-

creasing scrutiny, particularly in rela-

tion to migrants, including refugees.  

Recent media reports show that 

measures such as curfews, in some 

locations have targeted specific 

groups of migrants. This has raised 

concerns that harsh restrictions 

aimed at migrants could hamper 

their ability to access basic care and 

services. 

Migrants’ stigmatization and discrimination in crisis situations  

While it is true that the COVID-19 virus itself “does not discriminate” in its transmission, extensive 

research and reporting has shown that the pandemic has exacerbated pre-existing social and 

economic disparities, with migrants among the groups facing the additional burdens of 

stigmatization and discrimination. Refer to Analytical Snapshot #6 for more on earlier analysis. 

 Click here to watch a  

video on one of IOM’s 

COVID-19 responses 

to reduce stigma and 

discrimination. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/tracking-covid-19/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/blog/borders-and-pandemics-human-rights-impacts-covid-19-technology-migration/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/news/ice-weaponizes-state-licences-against-undocumented-immigrants/
http://www.asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org/stop-aapi-hate/
http://www.asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/Press_Release_4_23_20.pdf
http://www.asianpacificpolicyandplanningcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/Press_Release_4_23_20.pdf
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/thirsty-hungry-migrants-holed-up-in-tents-fear-stigma/articleshow/75396385.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/thirsty-hungry-migrants-holed-up-in-tents-fear-stigma/articleshow/75396385.cms
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/mar/17/chinese-students-flee-uk-after-maskaphobia-triggered-racist-attacks
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/covid-19-lebanon-municipalities-discriminate-refugees-200402154547215.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25730&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25730&LangID=E
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30893-X/fulltext
https://eurohealthnet.eu/COVID-19
https://theconversation.com/refugees-tell-stories-of-problems-and-unity-in-facing-the-coronavirus-136925
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_6_-_stigmatization_and_discrimination.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EA113MeXWVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EA113MeXWVg


Articles on  COVID-19, discrimination 

and stigmatization against migrants  

“If I wear a face mask, everyone treats me 

like a disease”: the mask debate by Juan 

Zhang 

Migrants and the COVID-19 pandemic: an 

initial analysis by Lorenzo Guadagno  

How discrimination towards Africans and 

China’s surveillance state will reset a       

migration trend by Roberto Castillo 

The Other Problematic Outbreak by 

Yasmeen Serhan and Timothy McLaughlin 

Why xenophobia is bad for the health of all 

in South Africa by Jo Vearey 

The many facets of pandemic vulnerability 

by Alison Mountz 

The coronavirus pandemic could be devas-

tating for the world's migrants by Marie 

McAuliffe and Celine Bauloz 

 

Addressing racism, discrimination  

and xenophobia 

The Coalition of Latin American and Caribbean 

Cities against Racism, Discrimination and Xenopho-

bia released a statement emphasizing the need for 

solidarity and addressing discrimination of vulnera-

ble populations, such as displaced persons and mi-

grants, during the pandemic.  
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Discrimination via environmental hazard 

Two separate studies have given preliminary           

evidence  that links long-term exposure to air          

pollution to increased vulnerability to COVID-19.    

Migrants disproportionately live in areas with high-

levels of pollution and environmental hazard. 

Vulnerabilities at work 

Migrants provide a significant labour source for 

essential industries. These workplaces have now 

become epicenters of COVID-19 transmission. For 

example, in the absence of adequate protection 

equipment has led to hundreds of outbreaks across 

the United States in places that disproportionately 

affect migrants.  

In other sectors, migrants workers face a            

precarious employment status with only              

inconsistent access to social protection benefits.  
Access to Health Care 

Due to a range of explicit and implicit poli-

cies, migrants in many places face unique 

obstacles when attempting to access health 

care during a pandemic. Among other    bar-

riers, these obstacles include a scarcity of 

facilities,  a lack of health insurance and 

fears related to immigration status. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/coronavirus-the-mask-debate/
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/coronavirus-the-mask-debate/
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://qz.com/africa/1844277/racism-to-africans-in-china-and-surveillance-to-slow-migration/
https://qz.com/africa/1844277/racism-to-africans-in-china-and-surveillance-to-slow-migration/
https://qz.com/africa/1844277/racism-to-africans-in-china-and-surveillance-to-slow-migration/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2020/03/coronavirus-covid19-xenophobia-racism/607816/
https://africasacountry.com/2020/04/why-xenophobia-is-bad-for-the-health-of-all-in-south-africa
https://africasacountry.com/2020/04/why-xenophobia-is-bad-for-the-health-of-all-in-south-africa
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/many-facets-pandemic-vulnerability/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-worlds-migrants/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/coronavirus-pandemic-could-be-devastating-worlds-migrants/
http://coalicionlac.org/node/129
http://coalicionlac.org/node/129
http://coalicionlac.org/node/129
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969720321215
https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/covid-pm
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/link-between-air-pollution-covid-19-deaths-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/link-between-air-pollution-covid-19-deaths-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23273408
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23273408
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5419039/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/us/coronavirus-south-dakota-meat-plant-refugees.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/22/world-bank-warns-of-collapse-in-money-sent-home-by-migrant-workers
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/apr/22/world-bank-warns-of-collapse-in-money-sent-home-by-migrant-workers
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/covid19-immigrants-shut-out-federal-relief
https://apnews.com/f39e7e14e34eca99d2505aa1dc0fbe8c
https://apnews.com/f39e7e14e34eca99d2505aa1dc0fbe8c
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2020/04/10/covid-19-and-immigrant-health/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/15/fearing-deportation-many-immigrants-at-higher-risk-of-covid-19-are-afraid-to-seek-testing-or-care/


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #30: People with Disabilities  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Risks of exposure to COVID-19 

Depending on each individual situation, people with 

disabilities can face greater risks of exposure to COVID-

19. According to the WHO, these risks are due to: 

 Barriers to basic hygiene measures, such as hand-

washing 

 The necessity of touching surfaces to obtain         

information or for physical support 

 Difficulty of social distancing due to support needs 

or living in group environments 

PWDs can also be at greater risk for more severe cases 

of the virus, due to: 

 The exacerbation of existing health conditions 

 Obstacles to accessing health care 

 Disruptions in the support systems typically in place 

Additional considerations                                               

for people with disabilities 

Robust support of migrants during 

the COVID-19 outbreak includes     

additional considerations for people 

with disabilities (PWDs).  

Due to a variety of factors, a person 

with a disability may be at greater 

risk of contracting COVID-19, may 

have a more difficult time obtaining 

correct public health information and 

may face barriers that prevent access 

to health services or social supports.  

Assessing the needs of migrants with disabilities 

Access to services for Migrants with Disabilities (AMiD), 

an EU-funded programme, developed the Needs           

Assessment Tool. This survey provides an accessible 

method to give migrants with disabilities the opportunity 

to express needs and preferences during integration. 

 

 

Migrants with disabilities 

Many states fund broad social protec-

tion schemes designed to support 

people with disabilities. In many cas-

es, state health care support depends 

upon a worker’s contributions during 

formal employment. This presents a 

barrier to disability services in a pub-

lic health and economic crisis.  

Without adequate supports, migrants 

who have disabilities face multiplica-

tive barriers which make it all the 

more difficult to have access to basic 

food, shelter and health necessities. 

Source: AMiD project. 0
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/disability-considerations-during-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.who.int/who-documents-detail/disability-considerations-during-the-covid-19-outbreak
https://amidproject.eu/en/
https://amidproject.eu/en/
https://amidproject.eu/en/
https://amidproject.eu/en/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_604882.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_604882.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/disability-and-work/WCMS_743118/lang--en/index.htm
https://amidproject.eu/en/


Resources on  COVID-19 for people with disabilities 

COVID-19 response: Considerations for Children and Adults with Disabilities from UNICEF 

Toward a Disability-Inclusive COVID19 Response: 10 recommendations from the International Disability 

Alliance 

COVID-19: Who is protecting the people with disabilities?—UN rights expert from OHCHR 

Migrants with Disabilities: Ensuring access to quality services by the European Association of Service Pro-

viders for Persons with Disabilities 

Considerations for children                      

with disabilities 

The communication channels frequently utilized 

for conveying safety information to children—

early childhood programs and schools—may  not 

be accessible to children with disabilities. By en-

gaging young people as sources of information, 

communication strategies can be tailored to the 

needs of local communities and individuals. 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

IOM’s work with                                                   

refugees living with disabilities 

 

To face the pandemic, it is crucial 

that information about how to pre-

vent and contain the coronavirus is ac-

cessible to everyone...Organizations of 

people with disabilities should be con-

sulted and involved in all stages of the 

COVID-19 response. 

—Catalina Devandas, Special Rapporteur on the 

rights of persons with disabilities 

About 5% of Rohingya refugees in Cox’s 

Bazar, Bangladesh live with some form of 

disability.  IOM is working to address 

these barriers in Rohingya refugee 

camps.  Click this link or the image at 

right to learn more about IOM’s work. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/files/COVID-19_response_considerations_for_people_with_disabilities_190320.pdf
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/sites/default/files/ida_recommendations_for_disability-inclusive_covid19_response_final.pdf
http://www.internationaldisabilityalliance.org/sites/default/files/ida_recommendations_for_disability-inclusive_covid19_response_final.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25725&LangID=E
https://www.easpd.eu/sites/default/files/sites/default/files/discussion_note_-_migrants_with_disabilities_access_to_services_-_final.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/files/COVID-19_response_considerations_for_people_with_disabilities_190320.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/files/COVID-19_response_considerations_for_people_with_disabilities_190320.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/files/COVID-19_response_considerations_for_people_with_disabilities_190320.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/disabilities/files/COVID-19_response_considerations_for_people_with_disabilities_190320.pdf
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.iom.int/video/dignity-and-respect-refugees-disabilities
https://www.iom.int/video/dignity-and-respect-refugees-disabilities
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=25725&LangID=E
https://www.iom.int/news/second-international-forum-migration-statistics-calls-more-evidence-based-dialogue
https://www.iom.int/video/dignity-and-respect-refugees-disabilities
https://www.iom.int/video/dignity-and-respect-refugees-disabilities
https://www.iom.int/video/dignity-and-respect-refugees-disabilities


 

The diaspora has long harnessed the benefits of migration to help address the socio-economic and 
political challenges in their countries of origin. Their contributions toward development, such as 
through international remittances, are well-established. The important role diasporas play toward de-
velopment is also reflected in the Global Compact for Migration (GCM) which, under objective 19, 
aims to “create conditions for migrants. and diasporas to fully contribute to sustainable development 
in all countries.”  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #31:  Diaspora engagement 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

 

How the diaspora is contributing to COVID-19 responses 

As governments and societies all over the world continue to grapple with COVID-19, diaspora com-

munities globally are stepping in and playing key roles in supporting their countries’ efforts to fight 

the pandemic. 

 A recent information sharing session between doctors in New York and Yerevan, which also in-

volved representatives of the Armenian diaspora, provided a chance for doctors in the United 

States to share with their Armenian counterparts trends, treatment methods and experiences in 

tackling COVID-19 in New York hospitals. 

 The Bangladeshi diaspora in the United States has come together to mobilize resources and sup-

port people affected by COVID-19 in their country of origin. This has also involved raising funds 

to provide Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to healthcare workers and doctors in Bangla-

desh, a country whose healthcare system is not as robust.  

 In South Sudan, the Rwandan diaspora has raised thousands of dollars to support fellow citizens 

in Rwanda as the country continues efforts to contain the spread of the disease.  

 Lebanon’s diaspora in Australia has been instrumental in providing testing kits while in Eritrea, 

its diaspora had contributed nearly USD 4 million by mid-April in support of government efforts.  
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/195
https://www.iom.int/news/local-medics-team-diaspora-battle-covid-19-cyberspace
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/diaspora-offers-helping-hand-bangladesh-reels-coronavirus-200413073227801.html
http://apanews.net/en/news/rwandan-diaspora-offers-covid-19-help-back-home
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/30/lebanon-bsharri-coronavirus-pandemic-covid-19/
https://www.africanews.com/2020/04/18/eritrea-s-coronavirus-rules-chinese-italians-iranians-to-be-quarantined/


This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
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Renewed interest in diaspora bonds? 
The COVID-19 pandemic, and its devastating 
effect on many developing economies, could 
renew interest in diaspora bonds, according to 
the World Bank. The Bank anticipates diaspora 
bonds could generate about USD 50 billion a 
year for developing countries and could poten-
tially make up for the current sharp decline in 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). FDI to devel-
oping economies is expected to drop by 37 per 
cent. Diaspora bonds, which allow migrants to 
support their countries of origin, “have been a 
key alternative to borrowing funds from more 
expensive lenders such as other governments” 
including in times of crisis. Countries such as 
India and Israel have been very successful in 
raising funds through this mechanism.   

 

 

Global Diaspora Virtual Exchange 

To engage the diaspora in responses to COVID-

19, IOM recently organized the Global Diaspora 

Virtual Exchange on COVID-19 Response. The 

exchange has two objectives: 

 creating a space for collaboration that al-
lows diaspora groups to share COVID-19-
related best practices and experiences 

 showcasing and bringing attention to al-
ready on-going work by diaspora groups.  

The first Exchange, opened by IOM Director 

General António Vitorino,  was held on 22 April 

2020. Read more here.  

Impact on remittances 

While the diaspora continues to play an outsized role in supporting their countries to tackle COVID-19, 
many have also been hard hit by the pandemic, limiting the ability of some to contribute to their countries 
of origin. One of the most affected contributions is remittances. According the World Bank, remittances to 
low and middle income are projected to fall by nearly 20 per cent in 2020. Read more about COVID-19’s 
impact on remittances in analytical snapshot 16. The reduction in remittances has significant implications 
for the people, communities and countries that heavily rely on them.  

 

Supporting the diaspora 

COVID-19 has taken a toll on many countries’ diaspora, inflicting job losses, closure of businesses and 
even loss of life. Several governments have initiated support services for their citizens living abroad to 
help them cope during the pandemic. In Turkey, for example, the Indonesian Mission is holding virtual 
meetings with its citizens to discuss and address issues such as those related to immigration and employ-
ment. The government of Ireland has established a dedicated COVID-19 Response Fund to support organ-
izations that deliver services to the Irish diaspora.   

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-diaspora-bonds/pandemic-could-fuel-demand-for-diaspora-bonds-says-world-bank-idUSKCN22635H
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-diaspora-bonds/pandemic-could-fuel-demand-for-diaspora-bonds-says-world-bank-idUSKCN22635H
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-diaspora-bonds/pandemic-could-fuel-demand-for-diaspora-bonds-says-world-bank-idUSKCN22635H
https://www.reuters.com/video/watch/explained-diaspora-bonds-idRCV0085LR
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-5
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-5
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-5
https://idiaspora.org/event-calendar/global-diaspora-virtual-exchange-response-covid-19
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/22/world-bank-predicts-sharpest-decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_16_-_international_remittances.pdf
https://www.dfa.ie/global-irish/staying-in-touch/latest-news/newsarchive/support-for-the-irish-diaspora-covid-19.html
https://www.dfa.ie/global-irish/staying-in-touch/latest-news/newsarchive/support-for-the-irish-diaspora-covid-19.html
https://www.dfa.ie/global-irish/staying-in-touch/latest-news/newsarchive/support-for-the-irish-diaspora-covid-19.html


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #32: Socioeconomic impacts   

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 
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The socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19 are progressively becoming a major area of analysis in 

recognition of the longer-term implications the pandemic will have. It is estimated that around 49 

million people worldwide could be pushed into extreme poverty in 2020. The pandemic has al-

ready revealed and exacerbated pre-existing socioeconomic inequalities, including those of mi-

grants, and will affect as well their country and communities of origin. Despite migrants’ contribu-

tions to the pandemic response worldwide, some migrants thus risks being particularly vulnerable 

to the longer-term effects of the pandemic.  

International migrants  

Some migrants, including refugees, have returned to their country of origin because of the global 

slowdown, and are experiencing difficulties reintegrating in labour markets. The pandemic may  

reduce the attractiveness of some destination countries, it may also push some to (irregularly) mi-

grate to wealthier countries comparatively less affected by the pandemic. Sub-Saharan Africa is 

expected to be the region hit hardest in terms of extreme poverty.    

Displaced populations  

Often in vulnerable situations prior to the pandemic, refugees and internally displaced persons 

risk further being marginalized. Some countries have closed entry to all foreigners, including asy-

lum seekers. Poor and over-crowded living conditions may worsen if there are cuts in humanitari-

an funding due to the diversion of aid to fighting COVID-19 domestically.  

Migrant workers  

Migrant workers are often working in sectors that are the most affected by the pandemic, such as 

manufacturing and hospitality. With rising unemployment rates, they are particularly impacted, 

together with their relatives who may be reliant on the remittances they send back home. Some 

employed in seasonal work have also been unable to work due to travel restrictions 

International remittances  

According to the World Bank, international remittances risk falling by 20% in 2020, the “sharpest 

decline in recent history”. This is a cause of concern for smaller but also larger economies that 

heavily rely on international remittances, as well as for migrants’ relatives.  

Inclusion and social cohesion  

Stigmatization and discrimination have led to a rise in xenophobia against migrants that risks hav-

ing longer-term implications for their socioeconomic inclusion and, more broadly, the social cohe-

sion of their receiving society.  

Socioeconomic impacts on migrants  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.cgdev.org/blog/economic-impact-covid-19-around-world-projections-economic-growth-falling-further-food
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/impact-covid-19-coronavirus-global-poverty-why-sub-saharan-africa-might-be-region-hardest
https://www.mideq.org/en/blog/great-amplifier-covid-19-migration-and-inequality/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_15_-_migrants_on_the_frontline_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_15_-_migrants_on_the_frontline_0.pdf
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://www.policycenter.ma/sites/default/files/PB_20-30_Amal%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.policycenter.ma/sites/default/files/PB_20-30_Amal%20%281%29.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/impact-covid-19-coronavirus-global-poverty-why-sub-saharan-africa-might-be-region-hardest
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_7_displaced_population_impacts.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_23_-_travel_restrictions_and_mobility_-_update.pdf
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2020/04/23/Coronavirus-emergency-aid-funding
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_10_-_economic_impacts_on_migrants.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_18_-_migrants_and_global_food_supply.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/22/world-bank-predicts-sharpest-decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_16_-_international_remittances.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/22/world-bank-predicts-sharpest-decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_10_-_economic_impacts_on_migrants.pdf
https://ecdpm.org/publications/impact-covid-19-remittances-development-africa/
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-africa-52478588/coronavirus-how-covid-19-is-affecting-remittances-to-africa
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_6_-_stigmatization_and_discrimination.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_29_stigmatization_and_discrimination_update.pdf


The UN Framework  

On 19 March, the UN Secretary-General called for 

solidarity and an urgent and coordinated response 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. As articulated in its re-

port Shared Responsibility, Global Solidarity: Re-

sponding to the Socio-Economic Impacts of COVID-

19, this global response is to focus on 3 priorities:  

) Tackling the health 

emergency 

) Focusing on the so-

cial impact and the 

economic response 

and recovery  

) Helping countries to 

recover better 

A UN COVID-19 Response 

and Recovery Multi-Partner Trust Fund has been 

launched by the Secretary-General to finance these 

three objectives, especially for the poorest and 

most vulnerable communities in low– and middle-

income countries.  

Concerning objective 2 and the urgent socioeco-

nomic response, the UN is focusing on five critical 

pillars:  

) Protecting health services and systems  

) Social protection and basic services  

) Protecting jobs and small and medium sized en-

terprises  

) Macroeconomic response and multilateral col-

laboration  

) Social cohesion and community resilience. 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

IOM’s role  

Recognizing that migrants will be among 

the most vulnerable populations to be 

socioeconomically affected, IOM expand-

ed its appeal on 15 April from USD 116.1 

million to USD 499 million for its COVID-

19 Global Strategic Preparedness and Re-

sponse Plan. Immediate responses rolled 

out in various parts of the world include 

those in Bangladesh, Tunisia, Panama, 

Uganda, Italy, Ukraine and the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo (read more here).   

Part of the IOM response is also focused 

on mitigating the socioeconomic impacts 

of the pandemic on migrants (Strategy 

Priority 4). In this respect, the work of 

IOM includes:  

• rapid analysis to assess the immediate 

socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19;  

• monitoring the secondary impacts of 

the pandemic;  

• identifying and piloting efficient and 

scalable mechanisms for mobilizing 

health migrant workers and broader 

migrant communities;  

• enhancing employers’ commitment to 

migrant workers’ protection; and  

• prioritizing livelihoods and job crea-

tion in displacement affected commu-

nities.  

In this context, IOM staff in the field are 

contributing to rapid analysis of the socio-

economic impacts of COVID-19 on mi-

grants to support inputs to UN country 

teams and resident coordinators.  

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/03/1059752
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/shared-responsibility-global-solidarity-responding-socio-economic-impacts-covid-19
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/shared-responsibility-global-solidarity-responding-socio-economic-impacts-covid-19
https://unsdg.un.org/resources/shared-responsibility-global-solidarity-responding-socio-economic-impacts-covid-19
http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/COV00
http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/COV00
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/COVID19-Response-Recovery-Fund-Document.pdf
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UN_sets_out_COVID_social_and_economic_recovery_plan.html
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/UN_sets_out_COVID_social_and_economic_recovery_plan.html
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-usd-499-million-expanded-covid-19-response-plan-help-address-critical-socio
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/country_appeal/file/iom_covid19_appeal_15.04.2020_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/country_appeal/file/iom_covid19_appeal_15.04.2020_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/country_appeal/file/iom_covid19_appeal_15.04.2020_0.pdf
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/SG-Report-Socio-Economic-Impact-of-Covid19.pdf


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #33: Combating xenophobia and racism  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Xenophobic racism 

COVID-19 itself “does not discriminate”, however, extensive research and reporting is showing that the 

pandemic is exacerbating pre-existing inequality, with migrants among the groups facing the additional 

burden of discrimination. See Analytical Snapshots #6 and #29 for earlier analysis.  

While not new in crisis situations, there has been high visibility of coronaracism on display during the 

pandemic, especially on social media platforms. Social media shines a light on discriminatory behaviours, 

and can also be used as a medium to promote tolerance.    #Tolerance 

IOM Director General speaks  

about the critical need to address xenophobia 

IOM Director General António Vitorino held an online 

press conference on 7 May with media from the Unit-

ed Nations Geneva press corps and others from all 

over the world. In a wide-ranging session, DG Vitorino 

outlined the challenges facing the Organization and 

migrants in the COVID-19 era.  Amongst other things, 

the Director General outlined the danger to our socie-

ties posed by the misinformation feeding xenophobia 

and the stigmatization of migrants and other vulnera-

ble groups.  

Watch the video here. 

New research articles on       

COVID-19 and racism 

 

Racism and discrimination in COVID-19 

responses by Delan Devakumar, Geor-

dan Shannon, Sunil Bhopal & Ibrahim 

Abubakar 

Covid-19 and the rise of racism by 

Melanie Coates 

The pandemic of social media panic 

travels faster than the COVID-19 out-

break by Anneliese Depoux, Sam Mar-

tin, Emilie Karafillakis, Raman Preet, 

Annelies Wilder-Smith & Heidi Larson  

First COVID-19 suicide case in Bangla-

desh due to fear of COVID-19 and xen-

ophobia: Possible suicide prevention 

strategies by Mohammed 

Mamun and Mark Griffiths  
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30893-X/fulltext
https://eurohealthnet.eu/COVID-19
https://theconversation.com/refugees-tell-stories-of-problems-and-unity-in-facing-the-coronavirus-136925
https://theconversation.com/refugees-tell-stories-of-problems-and-unity-in-facing-the-coronavirus-136925
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_6_-_stigmatization_and_discrimination.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_29_stigmatization_and_discrimination_update.pdf
https://www.euronews.com/2020/03/05/covid-19-and-xenophobia-why-outbreaks-are-often-accompanied-by-racism
https://www.socialvibes.org/cause/respect-all-humanity
http://webtv.un.org/watch/iom-press-conference-impact-of-covid-19-geneva-7-may-2020/6154901591001/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7146645/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7146645/
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1384.full
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7107516/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7107516/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7107516/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7139250/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7139250/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7139250/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7139250/


“What can I do?” 

Leaders who maximize trust and minimize 

fear are critical to reduced anxiety and 

more effective responses during times of 

uncertainty and crises. This relates to po-

litical leaders, private sectors leaders as 

well as leaders in civil society. However, it 

does not stop with leaders and there a lot 

that individuals can do on a day-to-day ba-

sis, such as: 

 Spread facts 

 Engage social influencers 

 Amplify voices of those with lived expe-

rience 

 Promote ethical journalism 

 Actively portray ethnic diversity 

 Correct myths and stereotypes 

 Challenge those who portray bias. 

With more and more people able to self-

publish through social media, it is more 

important than ever to act responsibly.   

 Communications in the media 
 

Misinformation and hate speech are spreading with 

devastating consequences for migrants, refugees 

and other vulnerable groups. IOM has issued guid-

ance on producing  communication campaigns dur-

ing the pandemic and other migration contexts. A 

new bulletin by the European Union Agency for the 

Fundamental Rights includes a section on disinfor-

mation, privacy and data protection, as it relates to 

the xenophobia in the media on COVID-19. 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

Organic mentions of COVID-19 

Countering xenophobia in online media is a chal-

lenge. For the week commencing 9 March, Synthesio 

reported that there had been 39.2 million organic 

mentions of COVID-19 on social media, while Sprinklr 

detected 20 million mentions across social media, 

blogs and news sites in a single 24-hour period. 

Advice for parents and caregivers 

Children can be particularly vulnerable to 

the effects of xenophobic racism. The US 

National Association of School Psychologists has is-

sued guidance for parents and caregivers of children 

who experience COVID-19-related racism during the 

pandemic.  Designed to minimize children’s anxiety, 

the guidance highlights (amongst other things) the 

need to display acceptance and compassion toward 

others. 

Biggest social media influencer? 

For the week of 20 April, the biggest social 

media influencer on COVID-19 was Lady Ga-

ga at 81.2 million interactions due to her 

online concert Together at home, which 

raised USD 128 million for the WHO’s Covid-

19 Solidarity Response Fund.   

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.apa.org/news/apa/2020/03/covid-19-leadership
https://www.apa.org/topics/covid-19-bias
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/iom-campaign-guidelines.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/iom-campaign-guidelines.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2020-coronavirus-pandemic-eu-bulletin_en.pdf
https://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2020-coronavirus-pandemic-eu-bulletin_en.pdf
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.synthesio.com/coronavirus/
https://www.vox.com/recode/2020/3/12/21175570/coronavirus-covid-19-social-media-twitter-facebook-google
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/countering-covid-19-(coronavirus)-stigma-and-racism-tips-for-parents-and-caregivers
https://www.synthesio.com/blog/infographic-coronavirus-social-monitoring-4-20-2020/
https://www.wired.com/story/lady-gaga-covid-19-coronavirus-relief/


 

 

Health care and displaced persons during disasters 

Hospitals already overwhelmed by COVID19 may not be 

able to take care of those affected by disasters, while 

some measures after disaster events such as mass shelters 

may become untenable, as they could become hotspots 

for the further spread of COVID-19.   

COVID-19 and environmental mobility 

Environmental stress underpins migration decisions for 

millions of people globally every year. However, as with 

other drivers, movements related to environmental 

stress have largely stopped as governments around the 

world have enforced mobility restrictions in response to 

COVID-19.  

For further information on environmental migration and 

displacement, IOM’s Environmental Migration Portal in-

cludes relevant news, research and policy briefs on the 

topic. 

 

 

New research & analysis on envi-

ronmental migration & COVID  

More than a health crisis? Assessing 

the impacts of COVID-19 on climate 

migration by Dina Ionesco and Mari-

am Traore Chazanoël  

Climate, migration and COVID-19 

(video presentation) by Alex Randall 

Migrants and the COVID-19 pandem-

ic: An initial analysis by Lorenzo 

Guadagno 

Managing disasters amid COVID-19 

pandemic: Approaches of response to 

flood disasters by Mikio Ishiwatari, 

Toshio Koike, Kenzo Hiroki, Takao 

Toda and Tsukasa Katsube  

Building resilience against biological 

hazards and pandemics: COVID-19 

and its implications for the Sendai 

Framework by Riyanti Djalante, Rajib 

Shaw and Andrew DeWit 

Strengthening Prevention with Better 

Anticipation: COVID-19 and Beyond 

by Emily Munro 

Cities and Covid-19: Food access for 

vulnerable communities in practice 

(forthcoming webinar)  

Small Island States facing dual crises 

Small island countries face the immediate effects of envi-

ronmental change and now grapple with global COVID-

19 pandemic. Food insecurity, the drop in tourism and                 

environmental risks may have continued impacts on la-

bour migration and remittances to small islands in the 

years ahead. 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #34: Environmental migration and displacement  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 
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These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/21/climate/virus-fema-disaster-aid-shelter.html
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-9
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/blogs/more-health-crisis-assessing-impacts-covid-19-climate-migration
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/blogs/more-health-crisis-assessing-impacts-covid-19-climate-migration
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/blogs/more-health-crisis-assessing-impacts-covid-19-climate-migration
https://www.preventionweb.net/news/view/71372
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mrs-60.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mrs-60.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590061720300338
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590061720300338
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590061720300338
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S259006172030017X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S259006172030017X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S259006172030017X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S259006172030017X
https://css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/resources/docs/GCSP_Strengthening-Prevention-with-Better-Anticipation.pdf
https://css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/resources/docs/GCSP_Strengthening-Prevention-with-Better-Anticipation.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8729481715829403919
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8729481715829403919
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1062282
https://www.fijitimes.com/family-struggles-to-makes-ends-meet/
https://www.fijitimes.com/family-struggles-to-makes-ends-meet/
http://www.fao.org/2019-ncov/q-and-a/impact-on-food-and-agriculture/en/
https://www.unwto.org/news/international-tourism-arrivals-could-fall-in-2020
http://unohrlls.org/covid-19/
http://unohrlls.org/covid-19/


This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

Displaced and stranded populations due to disasters 

As countries devote significant resources to  responding to COVID-19, concerns that other disaster prepar-

edness efforts are taking a backseat are mounting. Disaster events have consistently been the largest driv-

ers of displacement. According to the latest data, IDMC estimates that 24.9 new displacements occurred 

as a result of natural disasters in 2019. Should disasters such as typhoons, earthquakes or wildfires strike 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, mobility restrictions will hamper effective emergency assistance.  Read 

more in snapshot #8 on displacement events and snapshot #26 on stranded migrants. 

Governance of environmental change and mobility during the pandemic 

While historic, the temporary drop of greenhouse gas emissions due to government stay-at-home 

policies will not alter the underlying forces driving environmental change and mobility. Experts have 

emphasized that long-term climatic transformations do not occur from ad-hoc policies during a   

pandemic, but from coordinated work at all levels of governance. 

International environmental governance 

The pandemic disrupted the annual United Nations climate conference, including the     

migration-related discussions and the Task Force on Displacement. 

Regional-level policy reviews are due to take place on the topic of The Global Compact for 

Migration, a crucial international agreement. These dialogues could be delayed. 

National-level governance 

Long-term exposure to air-pollution has been linked to greater vulnerability to COVID-19, 

leading France to increase support in mobility systems that do not depend on fossil fuels.  

Sub-national and municipal level governance  

Informal settlements can be found in many cities where rapid labor migration from rural 

to urban places has occurred without complete administrative and regulatory oversight. 

Since informal settlements typically feature densely-packed houses with ad-hoc access to 

city services, many fear that the residents of informal settlements face dual exposures to 

public health and environmental risks.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/double-disaster-emergency-preparedness-era-covid-19
https://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2020/
https://us19.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=2dca09f67efb6fc090574a83f&id=ebda53aa45
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_8_displacement_events.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_26_-_stranded_migrants_0.pdf
http://www.rfi.fr/en/international/20200403-covid-19-biggest-drop-in-co2-emissions-since-wwii-but-little-impact-on-climate-change
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/blogs/more-health-crisis-assessing-impacts-covid-19-climate-migration
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/blogs/more-health-crisis-assessing-impacts-covid-19-climate-migration
https://unfccc.int/news/cop26-postponed
https://unfccc.int/process/bodies/constituted-bodies/executive-committee-of-the-warsaw-international-mechanism-for-loss-and-damage-wim-excom/areas-of-work/migration--displacement-and-human-mobility
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/es/node/1470
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/supporting-material-regional-reviews
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/blogs/more-health-crisis-assessing-impacts-covid-19-climate-migration
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/france-air-pollution-cycling-public-transport-bike-coronavirus/
https://blogs.iadb.org/ciudades-sostenibles/es/pandemia-coronavirus-covid19-asentamientos-barrios-informales-medidas-emergencia-recuperacion/
https://www.iied.org/karachi-informal-settlements-covid-19
https://theconversation.com/too-many-left-behind-the-failing-of-covid-19-prevention-measures-in-informal-settlements-and-slums-137288
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2020/03/covid19_key_messages_eng_1.pdf


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #35: Civil Society Responses  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Civil society statements on migration and COVID-19 

The Global Forum on Migration and Development has 

published two webinars and compiled the public state-

ments issued by various civil society organizations in re-

sponse to the pandemic. To access the page, click here.  
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New research & analysis on civil 

society responses & COVID  

First, Save Lives: Solutions for the 

COVID-19 Pandemic and New Solidari-

ty with Migrants and Refugees-A Glob-

al Civil Society Statement from the Civil 

Society Action Committee. For the list 

of signatories, click here. 

Coronavirus: civil society’s role in West 

Africa by Ayisha Osori 

Civil Society and the Coronavirus: Dy-

namism Despite Disruption by Saskia 

Brechenmacher, Thomas Carothers 

and Richard Youngs 

Civil Society and COVID-19 in India: Un-

assuming Heroes by Mohammed Sinan 

Siyech and Naweeda Jouhar 

Civil society responds to COVID-19 

Many civil society organizations working with migrants 

and refugees have contributed to the response to the 

dual public health and economic shocks caused by COVID

-19. In many cases, this has meant advocating against 

xenophobia, providing research and analysis to ensure 

inclusion of vulnerable populations, filling in the gaps in 

social protection systems and removing the barriers that 

prevent migrants’ access to essential health services.  

UN-civil society briefing 
On 18 May, the United 

Nations will host a civil        

society briefing entitled 

“Fighting Stigma, Xeno-

phobia, Hate Speech and 

Racial Discrimination re-

lated to COVID-19.” Sep-

arately, the UN has is-

sued a call for stories of 

CSOs responding to the 

effects of COVID-19.  

Photo credit: UNICEF-USA/

@katchyaphotos 

Civil Society Survey on misinfor-

mation about COVID-19 

The UN is requesting feedback on its 

communication and the topic of misin-

formation from the perspectives of 

CSOs who are responding to the crisis. 

Click here to access the survey. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

http://www.gfmd.org/covid-19
http://www.gfmd.org/covid-19
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://csactioncommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Civil-Society-Statement-on-COVID-19-and-Migrants.pdf
https://csactioncommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Civil-Society-Statement-on-COVID-19-and-Migrants.pdf
https://csactioncommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Civil-Society-Statement-on-COVID-19-and-Migrants.pdf
https://csactioncommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Civil-Society-Statement-on-COVID-19-and-Migrants.pdf
https://csactioncommittee.org/statements/civil-society-signatories-covid19/
https://www.theafricareport.com/25940/coronavirus-civil-society-still-necessary-across-africa/
https://www.theafricareport.com/25940/coronavirus-civil-society-still-necessary-across-africa/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/04/21/civil-society-and-coronavirus-dynamism-despite-disruption-pub-81592
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/04/21/civil-society-and-coronavirus-dynamism-despite-disruption-pub-81592
https://www.mei.edu/publications/civil-society-and-covid-19-india-unassuming-heroes
https://www.mei.edu/publications/civil-society-and-covid-19-india-unassuming-heroes
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/04/21/civil-society-and-coronavirus-dynamism-despite-disruption-pub-81592
https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/04/21/civil-society-and-coronavirus-dynamism-despite-disruption-pub-81592
https://devpolicy.org/working-across-nepals-data-ecosystem-as-the-economic-crisis-starts-to-hit-20200420/
https://www.mei.edu/publications/civil-society-and-covid-19-india-unassuming-heroes
https://www.msf.org/msf-covid-19-crisis-update
https://www.un.org/en/civil-society/civil-society-briefing-fighting-stigma-xenophobia-hate-speech-and-racial
https://www.un.org/en/civil-society/civil-society-briefing-fighting-stigma-xenophobia-hate-speech-and-racial
https://www.un.org/en/civil-society/csos-response-covid-19
https://www.un.org/en/civil-society/csos-response-covid-19
https://www.un.org/en/civil-society/civil-society-briefing-fighting-stigma-xenophobia-hate-speech-and-racial
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/alone-together-young-artists-create-community-despite-coronavirus/37131
https://www.unicefusa.org/stories/alone-together-young-artists-create-community-despite-coronavirus/37131
https://www.un.org/en/civil-society/civil-society-survey-covid-19
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Community organizing and advocacy 

For years, NGOs in Singapore have been advo-

cating for improved migrant worker living spac-

es, but with the recent outbreak resulting from 

inadequate public health measures, this work 

has now received greater recognition. A coali-

tion of migrant collectives in Brazil have pushed 

for increased access to basic public services for 

migrants living in Brazil, regardless of status. 

Filling gaps in social protection 

CSOs continue to fill gaps in public service deliv-

ery around the world. Médecins Sans Frontières 

has dispatched medical teams around the world 

to support clinics in providing specialized COVID-

19 health care for elderly, homeless and migrant 

populations. In India, over 90 CSOs have coordi-

nated their extensive networks to distribute food 

and masks to millions of people, including many 

migrant labourers.   

Combatting xenophobia and disinformation 

Racist abuse and violence against perceived for-

eigners has proliferated in parallel with the pan-

demic. Many CSOs have begun countering these 

trends, such as Art.1 MN, a Dutch anti-

discrimination organization  that launched a 

campaign against xenophobia and abuse. A 

Polish NGO is producing material to counter con-

spiracy theories about the virus. 

       Analysis on critical issues 

A key role of CSOs is to collect, analyse and 

present data on topics of importance to the 

public. Civil society groups in the United States 

have chronicled, tracked and collected data on 

the labour conditions of migrants in the agri-

cultural and livestock sectors. A number of Ne-

pal based-CSOs have developed apps and ap-

plied analyses to ensure inclusion of vulnerable 

populations in health policy responses. 

 

 

 

Joint Civil Society Statement on                   

Digital Surveillance 

Surveillance technology has been repurposed 

for contact tracing and monitoring mobility dur-

ing the pandemic. In a joint statement, over 100 

organizations urged  governments to  

show leadership in tackling the pandemic 

in a way that ensures that the use of digi-

tal technologies to track and monitor individuals 

and populations is carried out strictly in line 

with human rights. 

Source: DD4Dev 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/singapores-migrant-worker-debate-advocacy-amid-a-pandemic/
https://twc2.org.sg/2013/09/01/andrew-loh-reports-on-workers-dormitories-in-industrial-buildings/
https://twc2.org.sg/2013/09/01/andrew-loh-reports-on-workers-dormitories-in-industrial-buildings/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/singapores-migrant-worker-debate-advocacy-amid-a-pandemic/
https://www.migramundo.com/em-meio-a-lacunas-acoes-de-imigrantes-e-refugiados-contra-a-pandemia-ganham-destaque/
https://www.migramundo.com/em-meio-a-lacunas-acoes-de-imigrantes-e-refugiados-contra-a-pandemia-ganham-destaque/
https://www.migramundo.com/em-meio-ao-covid-19-coletivos-de-imigrantes-no-brasil-lancam-campanha-por-regularizacao-migratoria/
https://www.msf.org/msf-covid-19-crisis-update
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/commentisfree/2020/may/05/where-indias-government-has-failed-in-the-pandemic-its-people-have-stepped-in-coronavirus
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/commentisfree/2020/may/05/where-indias-government-has-failed-in-the-pandemic-its-people-have-stepped-in-coronavirus
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/in-13-states-ngos-fed-more-people-than-govt-during-coronavirus-lockdown-1665111-2020-04-09
https://art1middennederland.nl/nieuws/212/campagne-jijteltmee-deel-ervaringen-en-blijf-discriminatie-melden-ook-nu
https://art1middennederland.nl/nieuws/212/campagne-jijteltmee-deel-ervaringen-en-blijf-discriminatie-melden-ook-nu
https://demagog.org.pl/analizy_i_raporty/cala-prawda-o-koronawirusie/
https://demagog.org.pl/analizy_i_raporty/cala-prawda-o-koronawirusie/
https://thefern.org/2020/04/mapping-covid-19-in-meat-and-food-processing-plants/
https://www.epi.org/publication/coronavirus-and-farmworkers-h-2a/
https://devpolicy.org/working-across-nepals-data-ecosystem-as-the-economic-crisis-starts-to-hit-20200420/
https://devpolicy.org/working-across-nepals-data-ecosystem-as-the-economic-crisis-starts-to-hit-20200420/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/blog/borders-and-pandemics-human-rights-impacts-covid-19-technology-migration/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/02/joint-civil-society-statement-states-use-digital-surveillance-technologies-fight
http://www.dds4dev.org/covid-19.html
http://www.dds4dev.org/covid-19.html


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #36: Implications for privacy  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Protecting privacy and data while using apps 

and biometrics 

As part of its COVID-19 policy brief series, the OECD 

has published a brief on the development and use of 

digital tools for population surveillance, arguing that: 

Digital technologies provide powerful tools for 

governments in their fight to control the COVID

-19 pandemic, but their privacy and data pro-

tection implications must be recognised. Con-

tact-tracing apps should be implemented with 

full transparency, in consultation with major 

stakeholders, robust privacy-by-design protec-

tions...                              
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New research & analysis on priva-

cy, mobility systems & COVID  

Privacy-Protective Mobile Big Data 

Analytics and COVID-19 Response: 

Challenges and Opportunities for Tele-

communication Companies by Sai Sri 

Sathya, Gunjan Sinha, Santanu 

Bhattacharya and Ramesh Raskar  

Can we fight COVID-19 without re-

sorting to mass surveillance? By Yves-

Alexandre de Montjoye and Flori-

mond Houssiau  

Surveillance Won’t Stop the Corona-

virus by Petra Molner and Diego Na-

ranjo 

Covid Notions: Towards Formal Defini-

tions -- and Documented Understand-

ing -- of Privacy Goals and Claimed 

Protection in Proximity-Tracing Ser-

vices by Christiane Kuhn, Martin Beck 

and Thorsten Strufe 

COVID-19 Mobile Positioning Data 

Contact Tracing and Patient Privacy 

Regulations: Exploratory Search of 

Global Response Strategies and the 

Use of Digital Tools in Nigeria by Ini-

obong Ekong, Emeka Chukwu and 

Martha Chukwu 

Extraordinary measures becoming ordinary? 

Unprecedented levels of population surveillance and 

data exploitation are occurring around the world as 

part of responses to the pandemic. Similar to travel 

restrictions and lock-down provisions, many of these 

privacy-related measures are based on extraordinary 

powers, only to be used temporarily in emergencies. 

Exemptions in data protection laws to share data are 

also being utilised. UK-based Privacy International is 

tracking the global response to COVID-19 by monitor-

ing changes in privacy-related measures. Easing of 

travel restrictions and lock-down provisions are rela-

tively easy to monitor, but this is not the case for some 

other measures. Access its COVID-19 webpage here. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

http://www.oecd.org/coronavirus/policy-responses/tracking-and-tracing-covid-protecting-privacy-and-data-while-using-apps-and-biometrics-8f394636/
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.aisquare.org/public/images/privacy_protective_telco_data_covid19.pdf
https://www.aisquare.org/public/images/privacy_protective_telco_data_covid19.pdf
https://www.aisquare.org/public/images/privacy_protective_telco_data_covid19.pdf
https://www.aisquare.org/public/images/privacy_protective_telco_data_covid19.pdf
https://cpg.doc.ic.ac.uk/blog/pdf/fighting-covid-19.pdf
https://cpg.doc.ic.ac.uk/blog/pdf/fighting-covid-19.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/opinion/coronavirus-surveillance-privacy-rights.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/15/opinion/coronavirus-surveillance-privacy-rights.html
https://arxiv.org/abs/2004.07723
https://arxiv.org/abs/2004.07723
https://arxiv.org/abs/2004.07723
https://arxiv.org/abs/2004.07723
https://arxiv.org/abs/2004.07723
https://mhealth.jmir.org/2020/4/e19139/
https://mhealth.jmir.org/2020/4/e19139/
https://mhealth.jmir.org/2020/4/e19139/
https://mhealth.jmir.org/2020/4/e19139/
https://mhealth.jmir.org/2020/4/e19139/
https://privacyinternational.org/examples/tracking-global-response-covid-19
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COVID-19 Data Protection and Privacy Resources 

The UN Global Pulse page contains a select list of data protection and privacy 

resources related to the COVID-19 epidemic. The page is being updated regularly 

as the landscape around data protection and privacy and COVID-19 evolves. The 

below infographic on the Global Pulse page represents distribution of govern-

ment-backed COVID-19 data sharing initiatives.  

       COVID-19 and Data Protection 

The Council of Europe has established a dedi-

cated webpage on COVID-19 and data protec-

tion. The page includes declarations, fact-

sheets, analytical articles and links to additional 

resources.  

 

 

 

Joint Civil Society Statement on                   

Digital Surveillance 

Surveillance technology has been repurposed 

for contact tracing and monitoring mobility 

during the pandemic. In a joint statement, over 

100 organizations urged  governments to:  

show leadership in tackling the pan-

demic in a way that ensures that the 

use of digital technologies to track and 

monitor individuals and populations is 

carried out strictly in line with human 

rights. 

Source: Council of Europe 

Source: UN Global Pulse see https://www.unglobalpulse.org/policy/covid-19-data-protection-and-privacy-resources/  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/policy/covid-19-data-protection-and-privacy-resources/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/data-protection/covid-19-data-protection
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/blog/borders-and-pandemics-human-rights-impacts-covid-19-technology-migration/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/02/joint-civil-society-statement-states-use-digital-surveillance-technologies-fight
http://www.dds4dev.org/covid-19.html
https://www.unglobalpulse.org/policy/covid-19-data-protection-and-privacy-resources/


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #37: Global Talent Mobility 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 
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New research & analysis on 

global talent mobility & COVID  
 

The potential impact of the Covid-

19 pandemic on occupational sta-

tus, work from home, and occupa-

tional mobility by Amit Kramer and 

Karen Kramer 

How does global talent mobility 

function during a pandemic?, by 

global mobility platform TOPIA. 

Immigrant Key Workers: Their Con-

tribution to Europe’s COVID-19 Re-

sponse, by Francesco Fasani and 

Jacopo Mazza. 

 

With statistics from Denmark, Australia and the US indi-

cating that large numbers of international students re-

main in their country of study to work following their 

graduation, the COVID-19-induced disruption to univer-

sities poses a significant obstacle to global talent recruit-

ment. A recent survey of prospective international stu-

dents found that around 60% had changed their study 

plans due to the pandemic. However, around half were 

interested in starting their studies this year even if it 

meant doing the beginning of the course online. 

Not all expertise can be put on Zoom or Skype, 

some expertise has to travel and now all the flights 

are grounded. 
 

Alex Dolya, Procurement Specialist, BCG Singapore 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the vulnerabilities of 

global supply chains, and specifically jobs which require a 

high amount of international travel, from plant managers to 

engineers. Over half of respondents to a survey of Japanese 

companies operating in Thailand said that measures such as 

quarantine has obstructed business activities, for example.  

As a result, it has been predicted that once the crisis has 

passed, companies will localize their supply chains and exper-

tise, reducing their reliance on globetrotting staff.  

The future of mobile staff in global supply chains 

Talent of tomorrow Did you know? 

The Global Talent Competitiveness In-

dex analyses which countries are best 

at recruiting high-skilled migrants.  

Taking into account countries’ ability to 

enable, attract, grow and retain high-

skilled workers, the 2020 report found 

Switzerland, Singapore and the United 

States to be the most competitive, with 

13 European countries in the top 20. 

You can view the results here. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001879120300671
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001879120300671
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001879120300671
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0001879120300671
https://www.hrgrapevine.com/content/article/topia-2020-05-04-how-does-global-talent-mobility-function-during-a-pandemic
https://www.hrgrapevine.com/content/article/topia-2020-05-04-how-does-global-talent-mobility-function-during-a-pandemic
http://ftp.iza.org/pp155.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/pp155.pdf
http://ftp.iza.org/pp155.pdf
https://studyindenmark.dk/news/61-percent-of-international-students-choose-to-remain-in-denmark-a
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-27/temporary-graduate-visa-485-boom/10035390
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/07/25/number-of-foreign-college-graduates-staying-in-u-s-to-work-climbed-again-in-2017-but-growth-has-slowed/
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse
https://info.qs.com/rs/335-VIN-535/images/How-COVID-19-%20Impacting-Prospective-International-Students-%20Different-Study-Levels-Report.pdf
https://info.qs.com/rs/335-VIN-535/images/How-COVID-19-%20Impacting-Prospective-International-Students-%20Different-Study-Levels-Report.pdf
https://www.ft.com/content/d2bc2447-f645-42de-bedd-20b221d7a2f4
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/this-is-what-global-supply-chains-will-look-like-after-covid-19/
https://www.jetro.go.jp/ext_images/thailand/e_survey/pdf/SurveyImpactCOVID19EN.pdf
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/asia-pacific/could-the-next-normal-emerge-from-asia
https://www.ft.com/content/d2bc2447-f645-42de-bedd-20b221d7a2f4
https://gtcistudy.com/introduction/
https://gtcistudy.com/introduction/
https://gtcistudy.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/GTCI-2020-Report.pdf
https://gtcistudy.com/the-gtci-index/
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COVID-19 has almost completely halted business travel in the short term—98% of companies 

who responded to a Global Business Travel Association (GBTA) poll in April 2020 said they had 

cancelled or suspended ‘most’ or ‘all’ international business trips. The majority expect domestic 

travel to resume within 2 to 3 months (62%), while 39% believe international travel will resume in 

6 to 8 months. 

 

The pandemic has driven a huge rise in the use of video conferencing platforms—according to 

Eric Yuan, CEO of Zoom, in April the platform had more than 300 million daily meeting partici-

pants, compared to 10 million in December 2019. Similarly, Chinese platform Dingtalk had to add 

20,000 temporary servers to support their increase in traffic. It is unlikely that this move towards 

digitalisation will be completely reversed once the pandemic has passed.  

Aviation analyst Mark Manduca believes that the potential for quarantine requirements upon 

arrival, or entry restrictions based on recent travel history, could lead to a change in the structure 

of those business trips which do occur. For example, a number of individual trips could instead be 

replaced by a “three-month, meetings-filled stint”.  

These shifts may lead to a longer term decline in business travel. While it is difficult to predict the 

extent to which business travel will decline, Ben Baldanza, the former CEO of Spirit Airlines, has 

predicted a permanent loss of 5-10% compared to before the pandemic. 

Source: Global Business Travel Association (28 April 2020) 

The impact of COVID-19 on business travel 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.gbta.org/Portals/0/Documents/GBTA-Poll_Key_Highlights_April_28_2020.pdf
https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/04/22/90-day-security-plan-progress-report-april-22/
https://blog.zoom.us/wordpress/2020/04/01/a-message-to-our-users/
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202002/20/WS5e4dec2fa310128217278eb1.html
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/coronavirus-business-travel
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-52594023
https://www.gbta.org/Portals/0/Documents/GBTA-Poll_Key_Highlights_April_28_2020.pdf
https://www.gbta.org/Portals/0/Documents/GBTA-Poll_Key_Highlights_April_28_2020.pdf


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #38: Social protection of migrants  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

The importance of social protection amid  

the COVID-19 pandemic 

With projections that the pandemic could push around 49 
million people worldwide into extreme poverty, social pro-
tection has become an essential component of  COVID re-
sponses to ensure access to health care, as well as job and 
income security. As noted by ILO, evidence from past cri-
ses shows that countries providing robust universal social 
protection systems are better prepared to respond to cri-
ses such as the current pandemic and its socioeconomic 
impacts.  

Between 1 Feb and 12 May, the ILO Social Protection Mon-
itor recorded 915 social protection measures taken by 168 
countries around the world to respond to the crisis (see 
figure below for regional shares). 

Migrants are particularly at risk of being left out of these 
social protection measures, especially temporary/seasonal 
migrant workers, those self-employed, working in the in-
formal economy and irregular migrants.   
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New research & analysis on so-

cial protection & COVID-19  

Social protection for migrants dur-

ing the COVID-19 crisis: The right 

and smart choice, by Mauro 

Testaverde  

Migrant farmworkers face height-

ened vulnerabilities during COVID-

19, by Ella Haley et al.  

Social protection and jobs respons-

es to COVID-19: A real-time review 

of country measures, by Ugo Genti-

lini, Mohamed Almenfi and Ian Or-

ton  

Social protection response to the 

COVID-19 crisis: Options for devel-

oping countries, by François 

Gerard, Clément Imbert and Kate 

Orkin 

Did you know…? 

In 2017, it was estimated that only 
45% of the global population was 
effectively covered by at least one 
social benefit, with 4 billion left 
without any such protection.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/opendata/impact-covid-19-coronavirus-global-poverty-why-sub-saharan-africa-might-be-region-hardest
https://guardian.ng/appointments/ilo-seeks-strengthening-of-social-protection-systems-to-combat-covid-19/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---soc_sec/documents/publication/wcms_742337.pdf
https://www.social-protection.org/gimi/ShowWiki.action?id=3417
https://www.social-protection.org/gimi/ShowWiki.action?id=3417
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/16/stranded-or-shunned-europes-migrant-workers-caught-in-no-mans-land
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/social-protection-migrants-during-covid-19-crisis-right-and-smart-choice
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/social-protection-migrants-during-covid-19-crisis-right-and-smart-choice
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/social-protection-migrants-during-covid-19-crisis-right-and-smart-choice
https://foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/810/793
https://foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/810/793
https://foodsystemsjournal.org/index.php/fsj/article/view/810/793
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/377151587420790624/pdf/Social-Protection-and-Jobs-Responses-to-COVID-19-A-Real-Time-Review-of-Country-Measures-April-3-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/377151587420790624/pdf/Social-Protection-and-Jobs-Responses-to-COVID-19-A-Real-Time-Review-of-Country-Measures-April-3-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/377151587420790624/pdf/Social-Protection-and-Jobs-Responses-to-COVID-19-A-Real-Time-Review-of-Country-Measures-April-3-2020.pdf
https://econfip.org/policy-brief/social-protection-response-to-the-covid-19-crisis-options-for-developing-countries/
https://econfip.org/policy-brief/social-protection-response-to-the-covid-19-crisis-options-for-developing-countries/
https://econfip.org/policy-brief/social-protection-response-to-the-covid-19-crisis-options-for-developing-countries/
https://www.social-protection.org/gimi/ShowWiki.action?id=3417
https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_604882/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_601903/lang--en/index.htm
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Access to health care  

With only 33 to 49% of the 

world’s population covered by es-

sential health services in 2017, mi-

grants often do not have or have 

insufficient access to health care, 

let alone heath coverage. Recog-

nizing the global health risks, mi-

grants in some countries have 

been granted free access to COVID

-19 testing and treatment, such as 

temporary migrant workers in Ka-

zakhstan, migrant workers in 

South Korea or irregular migrants  

in Malaysia.  

Irregular migrants 

The situation remains difficult for irregular mi-

grants who often fall outside support pro-

grammes and measures. Some States and local 

authorities have however included irregular 

migrants in their COVID-19 responses:  

  The Pandemic Unemployment Payment in 

Ireland applies irrespective of migration 

status for “employees or self-employed 

people who have lost their job or have 

been laid off due to COVID-19”. 

 The US state of California is giving cash pay-

ments to irregular migrants affected by the 

pandemic as they were left out from the 

pandemic stimulus package.  

Welfare and social safety net measures 

Social safety nets involve direct provision of cash, 

goods or services (food or accommodation, such as 

Indonesia’s ‘rice ATMs’) to alleviate impacts of the 

pandemic. Some countries have extended eligibility 

of such programmes to migrants, including by tempo-

rarily regularizing migrants and asylum seekers who 

had applied for residency (Portugal).  

Other countries, such as Italy, New Zealand, Australia, Myanmar, and Uzbekistan, have 

adopted new programmes to respond to the pandemic which cover as well migrants, es-

pecially those with a residence permit or temporary working visa. Specific measures tar-

geted at migrants have also been adopted in some countries, such as in Panama for 

some 2,500 stranded migrants through the provision of food and accommodation.  

Indonesia’s ‘rice ATMs’ provide rice for 

eligible residents (Source: AP A. Ibrahim)  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.healthpolicy-watch.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Full-report.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-April-21-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-April-21-2020.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---asia/---ro-bangkok/documents/briefingnote/wcms_741512.pdf
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/24566/falling-through-the-cracks-undocumented-workers-in-portugal
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/24566/falling-through-the-cracks-undocumented-workers-in-portugal
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_22_cities_and_local_authorities.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_22_cities_and_local_authorities.pdf
https://www.mrci.ie/2020/03/30/covid19-social-welfare-supports-for-workers/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/18/us/coronavirus-undocumented-california.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-13/coronavirus-indonesia-rice-atms-unemployment-poverty/12239456
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-April-21-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-April-21-2020.pdf
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/federal-government-considers-special-welfare-payments-for-temporary-migrants
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-panama-prepare-covid-19-response-2500-migrants-stranded-borders
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-13/coronavirus-indonesia-rice-atms-unemployment-poverty/12239456


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #39: International students 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has upended the lives of many 
international students, caught in a crisis they could not 
have predicted or prepared for. Recent estimates put the 
number of international students in tertiary education 
globally at 5.3 million in 2017. China, India and Germany 
were the top 3 countries of origin of international students 
while the largest destination countries included the United 
States, Australia and the United Kingdom.  
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New research & analysis on inter-

national students & COVID  

Drop in international students would 

imperil university finances by  Jack 

Britton, Elaine Drayton and Laura van 

der Erve  

How COVID-19 is impacting prospec-

tive international students at different 

study levels by Quacquarelli Symonds  

Student Exchanges in Times of Crisis  

by Wim Gabriels and Rasmus Benke-

Åberg   

Stranded 

Travel and movement restrictions, imposed by nearly 
every country in the world, have left many international 
students stranded. Those who were unable to return 
home before the restrictions came into force and were 
not repatriated by their countries of origin have found 
themselves stuck, some on deserted university campuses. 
A survey on the impact of COVID-19 on exchange student 
mobility in Europe by the Erasmus Student Network, for 
example, shows that the inability to return home was 
among the students’ major concerns. Many students in 
other countries outside Europe, such as Australia, Sene-
gal, China and others were also left stranded. 

 

Did you know? 

International students are significant 

contributors to several countries’ econ-

omies. In 2018-19, for example, inter-

national students contributed almost 

USD 41 billion to the economy of the 

United States while in Australia, their 

contributions in fees, taxes and spend-

ing amounted to more than 38 billion 

last financial year (up 15% on the pre-

vious year).  

QS Survey of prospective international students  

An ongoing QS survey of prospective international students 

showed that by mid-April, more than 50 per cent of those 

who responded stated that COVID-19 had affected their 

plans to study abroad, with 46 per cent saying they plan to 

defer or delay their entry until the following year.   

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/bns/BN283-Drop-in-international-students-would-imperil-university-finances.pdf
https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/bns/BN283-Drop-in-international-students-would-imperil-university-finances.pdf
https://info.qs.com/rs/335-VIN-535/images/How-COVID-19-%20Impacting-Prospective-International-Students-%20Different-Study-Levels-Report.pdf
https://info.qs.com/rs/335-VIN-535/images/How-COVID-19-%20Impacting-Prospective-International-Students-%20Different-Study-Levels-Report.pdf
https://info.qs.com/rs/335-VIN-535/images/How-COVID-19-%20Impacting-Prospective-International-Students-%20Different-Study-Levels-Report.pdf
https://esn.org/sites/default/files/news/student_exchanges_in_times_of_crisis_-_esn_research_report_april_2020.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/apr/22/students-should-get-a-years-refund-due-to-covid-19-crisis
https://esn.org/covidimpact-report
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-04-21/covid-19-international-students-accommodation-food-oz-harvest/12164110
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/reuters/stranded-foreign-students-in-dakar-live-in-coronavirus-limbo/45705736
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/reuters/stranded-foreign-students-in-dakar-live-in-coronavirus-limbo/45705736
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-52309414
https://www.nafsa.org/sites/default/files/media/document/nafsa-losing-talent.pdf
https://www.theeducatoronline.com/he/news/australias-international-education-booming-new-figures-show/268472
https://www.qs.com/how-international-students-are-responding-to-covid-19/
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Lacking access to basic needs  
International students have not been spared by lockdowns, curfews and business closures. Many have 
lost jobs and left in precarious circumstances, without income to fulfil basic needs such as housing and 
food. In Senegal, university closures, coupled with the suspension of flights, left some international stu-
dents homeless. In countries such as the United States, while some local students have benefited from 
federal government stimulus to colleges in response to COVID-19, international students are not included 
in such aid. While in Australia, COVID-19 is expected to take a toll on international students’ ability to pay 
rent. And with little to no government help, some international students also face the prospect of not 
completing their studies. 

Racism and xenophobia  
Some international students have been sub-
jected to and have had to endure incidents 
of racism and xenophobia, with some people 
associating them with the spread of COVID-
19. In the United Kingdom, Chinese interna-
tional students have reported increased rac-
ism and discrimination. Incidents of racism, 
including racist attacks on Asian students, 
have also been reported in Australia. Mean-
while, racism linked to COVID-19 against stu-
dents from African countries in China led to 
some students being hounded out of their 
accommodation. IOM and other UN agencies 
have come out in recent weeks to condemn 
all incidents of racism. Read more about 
combating xenophobia and racism in Analyti-
cal Snapshot #33.   

 

Supporting international students 

Several countries – through their federal or state 
authorities – have stepped up efforts to support 
international students who are stranded and with-
out work. In Canada, for example, the government 
has implemented several measures to help inter-
national students, such as temporarily allowing 
them to work more than the 20 hours they are 
permitted to work while classes are in session, as 
long as they are working in sectors deemed essen-
tial. This not only ensures that there are enough 
workers in essential sectors but also allows inter-
national students to sustain themselves financial-
ly. In Australia, several state governments, in the 
wake of COVID-19, have put in place support 
packages for international students struggling dur-
ing the pandemic.  

The significant contributions of international students 

International students not only play key roles in knowledge production and circulation in destination 

countries, but also make significant economic contributions to both the institutions they attend and the 

local economies where they live. The COVID-19 pandemic, which has restricted student mobility and 

closed universities threatens to roll back these contributions, at least in the short-term. A recent study in 

the United Kingdom, for example, shows that should there not be enrollments of new international stu-

dents in the next academic year, the higher education sector would lose about 10 per cent of income.  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/stuck-middle-pandemic-are-international-students-migrants/
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/reuters/stranded-foreign-students-in-dakar-live-in-coronavirus-limbo/45705736
https://www.inquirer.com/health/coronavirus/hungry-homeless-college-students-temple-ccp-coronavirus-20200429.html
https://theconversation.com/why-coronavirus-impacts-are-devastating-for-international-students-in-private-rental-housing-134792
https://theconversation.com/why-coronavirus-impacts-are-devastating-for-international-students-in-private-rental-housing-134792
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-12/coronavirus-impact-on-international-students/12224752
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/chinese-students-uk-report-increased-racism-and-discrimination
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/chinese-students-uk-report-increased-racism-and-discrimination
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-09/coronavirus-covid-19-racist-attacks-data-collection-strategy/12229162?nw=0
https://theconversation.com/covid-19-increases-risk-to-international-students-mental-health-australia-urgently-needs-to-step-up-137596
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/african-students-mistreated-evicted-china-coronavirus-200412100315200.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/african-students-mistreated-evicted-china-coronavirus-200412100315200.html
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_33_combating_xenophobia.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_33_combating_xenophobia.pdf
https://www.educanada.ca/study-plan-etudes/covid-19/update-covid-19-mise-a-jour.aspx?lang=eng
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-finance/economic-response-plan.html
https://theconversation.com/covid-19-increases-risk-to-international-students-mental-health-australia-urgently-needs-to-step-up-137596
https://theconversation.com/covid-19-increases-risk-to-international-students-mental-health-australia-urgently-needs-to-step-up-137596
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/stuck-middle-pandemic-are-international-students-migrants/
https://www.universitiesuk.ac.uk/policy-and-analysis/reports/Documents/2017/map-international-students-regional-impact-WEB.pdf
https://www.ifs.org.uk/uploads/publications/bns/BN283-Drop-in-international-students-would-imperil-university-finances.pdf
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New research & analysis on   
returning migrants & COVID  

Transnational mobilities of COVID 
discourse: The Question of Return, 
by Laavanya Kathi-ravelu and Arok-
kiaraj Heller   

COVID-19 forces migrants and ref-
ugees back to crisis-ridden Vene-
zuela, by the Norwegian Refugee 
Council 

India’s coronavirus mass migra-
tion: how we’ve misunderstood 
the Indian migrant labourer, by 
Suganda Nagpal and Vatsalya Sri-
vastava 

Returning home in a pandemic 

Although the lockdowns and travel restrictions enacted in 

an attempt to reduce the spread of COVID-19 have curbed 

the majority of mobility, they also triggered large flows of 

return migration, with migrants returning home in response 

to the adverse impact of the virus on economic activity and 

to avoid being stranded overseas. This has been witnessed 

all over the world, but has particular ramifications for mi-

grants living in countries with limited social protection, or in 

countries in which migrants may be ineligible for social pro-

tection, making them especially vulnerable and at risk of 

starvation and homelessness in a lockdown. More on the 

social protection of migrants can be found in snapshot 38.  

The fastest million 

Hastened by COVID-19, New Zea-

land’s population has reached 5 

million. According to Statistics New 

Zealand, the ‘fastest million’ in the 

country’s history was aided by 

‘unusual international travel and 

migration patterns’, with New Zea-

land citizens returning home after 

living overseas while those already 

residing in the country were 

‘unable or reluctant’ to travel. 

The world’s largest repatriation 

Many countries have repatriated citizens stranded overseas 

due to the pandemic, but none of these operations are big-

ger than India’s repatriation exercise. In the first phase of 

the world’s largest ever peacetime repatriation, India is de-

ploying commercial jets, military aircraft and naval warships 

to bring up to 1.8 million migrant workers, international stu-

dents and vulnerable citizens back to the country. Those re-

turning home are required to pay for their journey and are 

screened for COVID-19 symptoms before departure, with 

only asymptomatic Indians permitted to board. In the Unit-

ed Arab Emirates alone, where an estimated 3 million Indi-

ans live, almost 200,000 have applied for repatriation. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/transnational-mobilities-of-covid-discourse-the-question-of-return/
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/transnational-mobilities-of-covid-discourse-the-question-of-return/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/southasia/2020/04/03/long-read-indias-coronavirus-mass-migration-how-weve-misunderstood-the-indian-migrant-labourer/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/southasia/2020/04/03/long-read-indias-coronavirus-mass-migration-how-weve-misunderstood-the-indian-migrant-labourer/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/southasia/2020/04/03/long-read-indias-coronavirus-mass-migration-how-weve-misunderstood-the-indian-migrant-labourer/
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_26_-_stranded_migrants_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_38_social_protection_of_migrants_0.pdf
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/new-zealands-population-passes-5-million
https://www.stats.govt.nz/news/new-zealands-population-passes-5-million
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/18/new-zealand-reaches-population-of-5m-after-citizens-rush-home-amid-covid-19
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/27/covid-19-indonesians-stranded-abroad-return-home-amid-mudik-ban.html
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/over-40000-turkish-citizens-repatriated-since-start-of-covid-19-crisis-mfa-says
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-05/world-s-largest-evacuation-begins-as-india-brings-back-citizens
https://uk.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-sasia-migrants-idUKL8N2CU5GH
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-52555432
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-52555432
https://www.ft.com/content/7c0267f4-220d-4169-bd6e-ac330bdc9a45
https://www.ft.com/content/7c0267f4-220d-4169-bd6e-ac330bdc9a45
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The stigmatization of return migrants 

The fear that returning migrants bring the virus with 

them has meant that many migrants have faced stigmati-

zation upon their return.  

When the pandemic began to unfold in Europe, for exam-

ple, many Senegalese migrants opted to return, paying 

fishermen to bring them across the (by then closed) bor-

der. However, some boats were prevented from docking 

by residents, while newspapers portrayed the returnees 

as sneaking into the country. Guatemalan returnees have 

been subject to similar stigmatization. 

You can find out more about the stigmatization of mi-

grants during the pandemic in snapshots 6 and 29. Com-

bating xenophobia and racism is in snapshot 33. 

COVID-19 and the return of Venezuelan migrants 

 Over 4.5 million Venezuelans have fled the country’s economic and political crisis in recent years, with 

over a third fleeing to neighbouring Colombia. Many of those residing in Colombia do not have regular 

status, and work in the informal economy without social protection or access to the country’s health 

system. The lockdowns imposed due to the pandemic have halted this informal work and in turn forced 

hundreds of Venezuelans—facing eviction with no access to water in their adopted countries—to re-

turn home where they know they will have a roof over their heads. 

With flights grounded and no public transport, some are organising private buses. However for oth-

ers—such as those making the journey on foot—the return journey is fraught with risks: migrants have 

been threatened by armed groups and irregular movements may play into human traffickers’ hands. 

Those who do return are required to quarantine for two weeks, but some have voiced concerns that 

these quarantine facilities are dirty and overcrowded, often without the provision of food and water. 

The return of stranded 

Nepali workers 

Officials in Nepal, which left many 

migrant workers stranded after plac-

ing a ban on most citizens returning 

home, are expecting up to 400,000 

migrants to return following the an-

ticipated relaxation of the country’s 

lockdown on June 2—100,000 of 

them immediately. 

Malaysia and four Gulf states alone 

accommodate 1.5 million Nepalis, 

where many are out of work due to 

COVID-19 induced lockdowns. 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://nyti.ms/2ySGXmB
https://nyti.ms/2ySGXmB
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/2020/from-heroes-to-pariahs-senegalese-return-migrants-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
https://www.seneweb.com/news/Sante/coronavirus-a-touba-la-grave-revelation-_n_312047.html
https://www.voanews.com/americas/guatemalan-deportees-us-face-coronavirus-stigma-threats-and-violence
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_6_-_stigmatization_and_discrimination.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_29_stigmatization_and_discrimination_update.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_33_combating_xenophobia.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-36319877
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/venezuelans-face-evictions-colombia-coronavirus-quarantine-200402192335407.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/venezuelans-face-evictions-colombia-coronavirus-quarantine-200402192335407.html
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://www.nrc.no/news/2020/april/colombia-venezuela-press-release/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/venezuelans-face-evictions-colombia-coronavirus-quarantine-200402192335407.html
https://www.ft.com/content/13680369-499f-4ebb-8c2f-5c124ee1a59a
https://www.ft.com/content/13680369-499f-4ebb-8c2f-5c124ee1a59a
https://www.ft.com/content/13680369-499f-4ebb-8c2f-5c124ee1a59a
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/75914.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-venezuela-migrants/venezuelan-migrants-quarantined-in-crowded-shelters-as-they-return-home-idUSKBN21P361
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_26_-_stranded_migrants_0.pdf
https://uk.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-sasia-migrants-idUKL8N2CU5GH
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mp_nepal_2019.pdf
https://kathmandupost.com/national/2020/04/22/with-hundreds-of-thousands-of-migrants-predicted-to-return-home-nepal-needs-to-brace-for-a-crisis


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #41: Implications for tourism 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Did you know? In 2019 the travel and 
tourism industry was a USD 9 trillion 
industry, which contributed 10.3 per 
cent to global GDP and accounted for 
1 in 10 jobs worldwide. 
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New research & analysis on 
tourism & COVID  

Migrant Workers in the Tourism In-
dustry: How has COVID-19 Affected 
Them, and What Does the Future 
Hold? By Helen Dempster and Cas-
sandra Zimmer 

Pandemics, tourism and global 
change: a rapid assessment of COVID
-19 by Stefan Gösslin, Daniel Scott, 
Michael Hall 

Migrant Workers in the Tourism In-
dustry: Impact of COVID-19 (Video) 
by Center for Global Development  

Tourism has been hard hit by COVID-19. The pandemic, and related travel and movement restrictions 
have driven down demand while inflicting heavy jobs losses on the sector. By April 20, the UN World 
Tourism Organization (WTO) reported that 100% of global destinations had imposed travel restrictions, 
representing the toughest restrictions on international travel in history and the worst crisis that the tour-
ism sector has faced since records began in 1950. 

In just the first 3 months of 2020, COVID-19 had led to a 22% drop in international tourist arrivals. De-
pending on how long travel restrictions last and speed of containment, tourist arrivals are expected to 
see declines of 58 per cent  to 78 per cent, which could potentially result in direct job losses of between 
100-120 million.   

The International Labour Organization (ILO) projected that subsectors including accommodation and 
food services are the most likely to experience drastic declines in economic output.  

 

 

International tourist arrivals, 2019 and Q1 2020 (% 
change) 

Source: UNWTO 

Asia saw the steepest decline in tourist arrivals in the first 

quarter of 2020, with a drop of 33 million arrivals.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://wttc.org/Research/Economic-Impact
https://wttc.org/Research/Economic-Impact
https://wttc.org/Research/Economic-Impact
https://wttc.org/Research/Economic-Impact
https://wttc.org/Research/Economic-Impact
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/migrant-workers-tourism-industry-how-has-covid-19-affected-them-and-what-does-future
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/migrant-workers-tourism-industry-how-has-covid-19-affected-them-and-what-does-future
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/migrant-workers-tourism-industry-how-has-covid-19-affected-them-and-what-does-future
https://www.cgdev.org/publication/migrant-workers-tourism-industry-how-has-covid-19-affected-them-and-what-does-future
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09669582.2020.1758708
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09669582.2020.1758708
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09669582.2020.1758708
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n3oe1tIo1j0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n3oe1tIo1j0
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-travel-restrictions
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-international-tourist-numbers-could-fall-60-80-in-2020
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-international-tourist-numbers-could-fall-60-80-in-2020
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_dialogue/---sector/documents/briefingnote/wcms_741468.pdf
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-international-tourist-numbers-could-fall-60-80-in-2020
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Heavy losses for migrants in the tourism sector 

COVID-19 has been especially devastating for millions of migrant workers who work in tourism 
across the world. In the United States and Europe, for example, migrants comprised 20 per cent and 16 
per cent (respectively) of tourism workers while in Australia, the sector is heavily dependent on tempo-
rary work visas. Travel restrictions, and the fact that many tourism subsectors such as hospitality and food 
services have been forced to temporarily close or to significantly cut back their services, have resulted in a 
significant number of migrants being furloughed or incurring reduced salaries. This has also affected their 
ability to send money to their family friends, with international remittances now projected to fall by 20 
per cent in 2020. Read Snapshot #16 for more information on international remittances.   

Impact on developing States  
For many developing countries that heavily depend on international tourism, travel restrictions 
and lockdowns, combined with a small local customer base, have meant a sharp decline in much-needed 
foreign exchange. Many tourism sectors in Africa, for example, have few local internal/local tourists and 
largely rely on high-paying international tourists to keep their industries afloat. The pandemic has all but 
brought international tourist arrivals to a grinding halt. COVID-19 has also inflicted a heavy toll on the 
tourism sectors of Small Island and Developing States (SIDS), which are highly dependent on internation-
al tourism and whose capacity to absorb the economic shock of the current crisis is limited; the tourism 
sector, on average, accounts for nearly 30 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of SIDS and gener-
ates around USD 30 billion per year. 

 

Migrant workers stuck at sea 
Tourism subsectors such as the cruise ship industry, which is 
heavily reliant on migrant workers, has been devastated by the 
pandemic.  

By end of April, over 100,000 crew workers were stranded at 
sea while at least 50 were infected and several have died from 
suspected COVID-19. Of note is the cruise ship Ruby Princess, 
which had hundreds of Filipino crew and only recently returned 
them home. Hundreds of Indian workers, unable to return 
home, have also been stranded on cruise ships. In addition to 
being prevented from disembarking and with limited communi-
cation with their friends and families, some crew members have 
also been subjected to pay cuts and remain vulnerable to con-
tracting COVID-19.  

In this 2018 Migration Research 
Series paper, “International mi-
gration, internal migration, mo-
bility and urbanization: Towards 
more integrated approaches”, 
Professor Ronald Skeldon ar-
gues that “tourists are an inte-
gral part of development 
around the world and are linked 
to other forms of population 
movement.” He recommends 
that tourism be integrated into 
the global framework on migra-
tion, including in both debates 
on migration and development 
and in migration management 
policies.   

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/migrant-workers-tourism-industry-how-has-covid-19-affected-them-and-what-does-future.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/migrant-workers-tourism-industry-how-has-covid-19-affected-them-and-what-does-future.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/migrant-workers-tourism-industry-how-has-covid-19-affected-them-and-what-does-future.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/migrant-workers-tourism-industry-how-has-covid-19-affected-them-and-what-does-future.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-europe-tourism-trf/migrant-workers-face-cruel-summer-as-covid-19-batters-european-tourism-idUSKBN22R22Y
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/22/world-bank-predicts-sharpest-decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/22/world-bank-predicts-sharpest-decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_16_-_international_remittances.pdf
https://www.dw.com/en/how-covid-19-is-destroying-africas-tourism-industry/a-53407678
http://www.ipsnews.net/2020/05/impact-covid-19-tourism-small-island-developing-states/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2020/05/impact-covid-19-tourism-small-island-developing-states/
https://unctad.org/en/pages/newsdetails.aspx?OriginalVersionID=2341
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/30/no-end-in-sight-100000-crew-on-cruise-ships-stranded-at-sea-coronavirus
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/30/no-end-in-sight-100000-crew-on-cruise-ships-stranded-at-sea-coronavirus
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/may/25/covid-19-200-indian-staffers-stuck-on-luxury-cruise-in-italy-for-two-months-2147546.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/30/no-end-in-sight-100000-crew-on-cruise-ships-stranded-at-sea-coronavirus
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mrs_53.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mrs_53.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mrs_53.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mrs_53.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mrs_53.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mrs_53.pdf


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #42: Human rights impacts 

throughout the migration cycle   

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

The human rights impacts of measures  

to combat COVID-19  

While COVID-19 threatens the health of all individuals, the 

measures taken to counter the pandemic have at times impact-

ed the human rights of migrants throughout the migration cy-

cle: 

 Departure from the country of origin: mobility restrictions  

sometimes impacting the right to leave any country.  

 Entry into a transit or destination country: border closures 

and entry restrictions which have at times impacted the 

right to non-refoulement   

 Stay in a transit or destination country: insufficient or no 

access to basic services for migrants, including health care; 

continued immigration detention in unsafe conditions; dis-

crimination, stigmatization and xenophobia;  tracing 

measures which may raise issues with the right of privacy 

 Return to the country of origin: mobility restrictions im-

pacting one’s ability to leave any country and enter into 

his/her own country; stigmatization in communities of 

origin; continued deportation of irregular migrants despite 

public health risks.  

While some of these measures have been adopted by States in 

the context of a global public health emergency, international 

human rights law provides that any limitations or derogations 

to one’s human rights should be reasonable, necessary and 

proportionate, including non-discriminatory. Some human 

rights, such as the principle of non-refoulement, are however 

absolute and cannot be limited/derogated from. 
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New research & analysis on 

the human rights impact of 

COVID-19  

Human rights law in the time of 

the coronavirus, by A. Ponta  

COVID-19 and inequalities: Pro-

tection the human rights of mi-

grants in a time of pandemic, by 

M.G. Giammarinaro and L. Pa-

lumbo 

COVID-19 and migrants—Gaps 

in the international legal archi-

tecture?, by P. Pillai 

Borders and pandemics: Human 

rights impacts of COVID-19 

technology on migration, by 

D.P. Molnar  

COVID-19 and human rights: 

Protecting the most vulnerable, 

webinar organized by the UN 

Global Compact Academy  

Human rights and coronavirus: 

What’s at stake for truth, trust, 

and democracy? By A.E. Yamin 

and R. Habibi 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://eumigrationlawblog.eu/to-protect-or-to-forget-the-human-right-to-leave-a-country/
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_human_rights_and_covid_23_april_2020.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/covid-19-is-no-excuse-to-abandon-basic-principles-protecting-refugees-and-asylum-seekers/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_38_social_protection_of_migrants_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_9_-_immigration_detention.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_29_stigmatization_and_discrimination_update.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_29_stigmatization_and_discrimination_update.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_36_implications_for_privacy.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_40_-_returning_migrants.pdf
https://www.asil.org/insights/volume/24/issue/5/human-rights-law-time-coronavirus
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2f21%2fRev.1%2fAdd.11&Lang=en
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/GlobalCompactMigration/ThePrincipleNon-RefoulementUnderInternationalHumanRightsLaw.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.asil.org/insights/volume/24/issue/5/human-rights-law-time-coronavirus
https://www.asil.org/insights/volume/24/issue/5/human-rights-law-time-coronavirus
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mpp-41.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mpp-41.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mpp-41.pdf
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/04/covid-19-symposium-covid-19-and-migrants-gaps-in-the-international-legal-architecture/
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/04/covid-19-symposium-covid-19-and-migrants-gaps-in-the-international-legal-architecture/
http://opiniojuris.org/2020/04/04/covid-19-symposium-covid-19-and-migrants-gaps-in-the-international-legal-architecture/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/nl/blog/borders-and-pandemics-human-rights-impacts-covid-19-technology-migration/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/nl/blog/borders-and-pandemics-human-rights-impacts-covid-19-technology-migration/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/nl/blog/borders-and-pandemics-human-rights-impacts-covid-19-technology-migration/
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/academy/covid-19-and-human-rights-protecting-the-most-vulnerable
https://www.unglobalcompact.org/academy/covid-19-and-human-rights-protecting-the-most-vulnerable
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/03/human-rights-and-coronavirus-whats-at-stake-for-truth-trust-and-democracy/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/03/human-rights-and-coronavirus-whats-at-stake-for-truth-trust-and-democracy/
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2020/03/human-rights-and-coronavirus-whats-at-stake-for-truth-trust-and-democracy/
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14 principles of protection for  

migrants, refugees and other  

displaced persons  
 

Experts from the University of Columbia, 
Cornell Law School and the Zolberg Insti-
tute on Migration and Mobility have iden-
tified 14 principles of protection of mi-
grants, refugees and other displaced per-
sons, stemming from international law, to 
inform and guide State action. Endorsed 
by nearly 800 international experts, these 
14 principles concern:  

 Equal treatment / non-discrimination  

 Right to health  

 State obligations to combat stigma, 
racism and xenophobia  

 Restriction on movement between 
States  

 Restriction on movement within States 

 Non-return and access to territory 

 Enforcement of immigration law, in-
cluding detention  

 Right to protection of life and health 
for persons in camps, collective shel-
ters, and settlements  

 Right to information  

 Protection of privacy  

 Gender considerations  

 Marginalized groups  

 Labor rights of workers  

 Rights and their limitations  

Guidance on COVID-19 and  

the human rights of migrants 

The UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights has issued guidance on the human rights of 

migrants in the context of the pandemic. The guid-

ance highlights the need to include migrants in pub-

lic health and recovery response to protect mi-

grants’ rights, avoid xenophobia and protect “the 

health of society as a whole”, with specific measures 

to protect those in vulnerable situations. Similar 

calls have been made by other UN agencies, includ-

ing IOM and UNHCR. The UN Committee on Migrant 

Workers and the UN Special Rapporteur on the Hu-

man Rights of Migrants have also just issued a joint 

guidance note on the topic.  

In its April report on COVID-19 and 

human rights, the UN recalls that 

“[h]uman rights are critical—for 

the response and the recovery”. 

Migrants are referred to as a po-

tential vulnerable group.  

The Network calls on States to suspend 
forced returns during the pandemic, in 

order to protect the health of migrants and 
communities, and uphold the human rights of 
all migrants, regardless of status. Successfully 
tackling the pandemic cannot be achieved 
without upholding human rights.   

UN Network on Migration 
Statement, 13 May 2020 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://zolberginstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Human-mobility-and-human-rights-in-the-COVID_final-1.pdf
https://zolberginstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Human-mobility-and-human-rights-in-the-COVID_final-1.pdf
https://zolberginstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Human-mobility-and-human-rights-in-the-COVID_final-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Migration/OHCHRGuidance_COVID19_Migrants.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e836f164/rights-health-refugees-migrants-stateless-must-protected-covid-19-response.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CMWSPMJointGuidanceNoteCOVID-19Migrants.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CMWSPMJointGuidanceNoteCOVID-19Migrants.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_human_rights_and_covid_23_april_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_human_rights_and_covid_23_april_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_policy_brief_on_human_rights_and_covid_23_april_2020.pdf
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/sites/default/files/network_statement_forced_returns_-_13_may_2020.pdf
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New research on the migration and 

mobility aspects of COVID-19  

Migration and Mobility after the 2020 Pan-
demic: The End of an Age?, by Alan Gamlen 

Stranded: The Impacts of COVID-19 on Ir-
regular Migration and Migrant Smuggling, 
by Gabriella Sanchez and Luigi Achilli 

Why coronavirus is likely to be bad news for 
Europe’s radical right, by James Dennison 
and Andrew Geddes 

How Should Policy Responses to the COVID-
19 Pandemic Differ in the Developing 
World?, by Alon et al. 

Migration and development: What now 
with Covid-19?, by Tanja Bastia & Ronald 
Skeldon 

Migration and Immigration: Uganda and the 
COVID-19 Pandemic, by Agnes Igoye of the 
Ugandan Ministry of Internal Affairs 

From Low-Skilled to Key Workers: The Im-
plications of Emergencies for Immigration 
Policy, by Mariña Fernández-Reino, Made-
leine Sumption and Carlos Vargas-Silva 

The challenge of real-time analysis: making 
sense of the migration and mobility implica-
tions of COVID-19 by Marie McAuliffe, Cé-
line Bauloz and Adrian Kitimbo  

COVID-19 and migration governance: A ho-

listic perspective by Andrea Milan and 

Reshma Cunnoosamy  

COVID-19 research and analysis from IOM 

The latest Migration Research Series paper (no 60) 

is Migrants and the COVID-19 pandemic: an initial 

analysis by Lorenzo Guadagno.  

There is also a new Migration Policy Practice issue 

on COVID-19, migrants and migration policy across 

the world.  

 

 

 

The Migration Health Evidence Portal for COVID-19 

contains an open-source searchable repository of 

COVID-19 research publications relating to mi-

grants, migration and mobility, and Evidence Briefs, 

which synthesize key information relevant to IOM’s 

COVID-19 Strategic Preparedness and Response 

Plan. 

 

 

IOM’s Migration, Environment and Climate Division 

are hosting a new forum where practitioners and 

researchers can share experiences, knowledge and 

ideas on the linkages between COVID-19 and as-

pects of environmental migration, disaster displace-

ment and the environmental impact of people’s 

movement decisions.  

 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/WP-2020-146-Gamlen_Migration_Mobility_after_Pandemic.pdf
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/WP-2020-146-Gamlen_Migration_Mobility_after_Pandemic.pdf
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/67069
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/67069
https://www.euractiv.com/section/future-eu/opinion/why-coronavirus-is-likely-to-be-bad-news-for-europes-radical-right/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/future-eu/opinion/why-coronavirus-is-likely-to-be-bad-news-for-europes-radical-right/
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27273
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27273
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27273
http://blog.gdi.manchester.ac.uk/migration-and-development-what-now-with-covid-19/
http://blog.gdi.manchester.ac.uk/migration-and-development-what-now-with-covid-19/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10999922.2020.1753383
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10999922.2020.1753383
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/oxrep/graa016/5840657?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/oxrep/graa016/5840657?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/oxrep/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/oxrep/graa016/5840657?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.disinfobservatory.org/covid-19-and-misinformation-in-the-field-of-migration/
https://www.disinfobservatory.org/covid-19-and-misinformation-in-the-field-of-migration/
https://www.disinfobservatory.org/covid-19-and-misinformation-in-the-field-of-migration/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_12_-_global_migration_governance.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_12_-_global_migration_governance.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://publications.iom.int/books/mrs-no-60-migrants-and-covid-19-pandemic-initial-analysis
https://publications.iom.int/books/migration-policy-practice-vol-x-number-2-april-june-2020
https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/migration-health-evidence-portal-covid-19
https://migrationhealthresearch.iom.int/covid-19-publications
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/country_appeal/file/iom_covid19_appeal_15.04.2020.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/country_appeal/file/iom_covid19_appeal_15.04.2020.pdf
https://environmentalmigration.iom.int/covid-19-pandemic-migration-and-environment
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A visual analysis of COVID-19 
 

The Financial Times has created an up-to-date, free-to-

read visual narrative of the spread of COVID-19. The page 

visually presents data relating to confirmed cases, govern-

ment responses and deaths/excess mortality across the 

world. 

They have also produced an interactive COVID-19 trajec-

tory chart, which allows users to compare how cases and 

death rates have developed in different countries, and a 

visual representation of government responses, using da-

ta from the Oxford Government Response Tracker. 

COVID-19 pages and portals 

Following a surge in COVID-19 research output global-

ly, there are now a huge number of portals and dedi-

cated resource pages. The most cited pages and por-

tals relating to migration and the pandemic include: 

 Lancet Migration’s Migration & Covid-19 Forum  

 ICVA COVID-19 Resources 

 COVID-19 mobility impacts portal  

 COMPAS’s Coronavirus and Mobility Forum  

 IATA Government Measures Related to Coronavirus 

 CMS Covid-19 Migration Developments 

 openDemocracy & Ryerson University’s Pandemic 

Borders blog 

 Oxford COVID-19 Government Response Tracker 

(OxCGRT) ApartTogether 

Coordinated by Ghent University, the 

ApartTogether survey seeks to under-

stand how refugees and migrants ex-

perience the psychosocial impact of 

COVID-19, and how they have dealt 

with the challenges that have arisen. 

Available in 30 languages and with au-

dio, the survey will be used to inform 

organisations and decision-makers 

about how they can better support 

migrants and refugees, both during 

and after the pandemic. 

You can take part in the survey here. 

 

COVID-19 & migration webinars 

Migration-related webinars are being 

conducted on a range of COVID-19 is-

sues by research centres, think tanks, 

and forums, including: 

 Migration Policy Centre at EUI 

 Oxford Department of International 

Development 

 Centre for Global Development 

 Global Forum on Migration and De-

velopment 

 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.ft.com/content/a26fbf7e-48f8-11ea-aeb3-955839e06441
https://ig.ft.com/coronavirus-chart
https://ig.ft.com/coronavirus-chart
https://ig.ft.com/coronavirus-lockdowns/
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.migrationandhealth.org/migration-covid19
https://www.icvanetwork.org/covid-19-resources
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.compas.ox.ac.uk/project/the-coronavirus-and-mobility-forum/
https://www.iata.org/en/programs/safety/health/diseases/government-measures-related-to-coronavirus/
https://cmsny.org/cms-initiatives/migration-covid/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.bsg.ox.ac.uk/research/research-projects/coronavirus-government-response-tracker
https://www.aparttogetherstudy.org/
https://www.aparttogetherstudy.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZL0y-B_bfkRj9F5UmLVvQD00hy5-pUP0
https://www.qeh.ox.ac.uk/odid-events
https://www.qeh.ox.ac.uk/odid-events
https://www.cgdev.org/section/events?f%5B0%5D=field_topic%3A2669
https://www.gfmd.org/gfmd-meeting/uae-gfmd-2020
https://www.gfmd.org/gfmd-meeting/uae-gfmd-2020
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New research & analysis on cities, lo-

cal authorities & COVID-19  

What can we learn from Latin America’s 

solidarity cities?, by M. Godoy and H. Bau-

der 

Migrants and mayors are the unsung he-

roes of COVD-19. Here’s why, by R. Mug-

gah and V. Zanuso 

We need sanctuary cities and resilience 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, by G. Hud-

son  

UNESCO learning cities’ response to COVID

-19 — Refugees and migrants, by UNESCO 

(webinar) 

The importance of migrants for cities  

and local authorities 

Migrants primarily live in urban spaces, contrib-

uting to the socioeconomic, cultural and, at times, 

political life of cities. While their importance in 

cities’ labour market has been long-standing, the 

pandemic has revealed for some their crucial role 

on the frontline in times of crisis.  

The city of Buenos Aires, Argentina, has thus au-

thorized Venezuelan migrants whose foreign quali-

fications were not yet recognized to work in health 

care systems. Some German states, such as Saxony, 

have also lobbied national authorities to allow mi-

grant doctors to provide medical assistance during 

the pandemic. 

 

Pre-existing inequalities in urban spaces 

The pandemic has revealed and exacerbated pre-existing inequalities 

for people living in some cities, especially for those from marginalized 

groups, including migrants. This is not only the case in megacities and 

other big cities with important informal settlements, such as slums or 

favelas, that are hosting more than 1 billion people worldwide. Ine-

qualities have also been revealed and exacerbated in cites of OECD 

countries, such as the United States and Canada. Reducing inequalities 

is increasingly presented as a prerequisite for effective preparedness 

and response to the COVID-19 pandemic and future crises.   

 

Did you know?  

While global statistics on 

the number of migrants in 

cities are not readily avail-

able, it is estimated that 

19% of the world’s foreign 

born population lives in 

global or world cities.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/what-can-we-learn-from-latin-americas-solidarity-cities/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/what-can-we-learn-from-latin-americas-solidarity-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/migrants-and-mayors-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-covid-19-heres-why/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/migrants-and-mayors-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-covid-19-heres-why/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/we-need-sanctuary-cities-and-resilience-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/we-need-sanctuary-cities-and-resilience-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=102my4Yabew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=102my4Yabew
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_15_-_migrants_on_the_frontline_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_15_-_migrants_on_the_frontline_0.pdf
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/sociedad/coronavirus-municipios-provincia-buenos-aires-sumaran-medicos-nid2346577
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/24151/needed-migrant-medics-to-fight-covid-19-in-germany
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2020/04/01/coronavirus-cities-urban-poor
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/goal-11/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2020/04/01/coronavirus-cities-urban-poor
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2020/04/01/coronavirus-cities-urban-poor
https://prosperitynow.org/blog/how-covid-19-deepening-inequalities-across-us-cities
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/low-income-immigrants-covid-19-infection-1.5566384
https://www.wri.org/blog/2020/04/coronavirus-inequality-cities
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/urbanisation-et-migration
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/urbanisation-et-migration
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/urbanisation-et-migration
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Supporting cities   

As epicenters of the pandemic, some cities face im-

portant financial challenges to address the many im-

pacts of COVID-19, including for those faced by mar-

ginalized groups. Some philanthropic foundations 

have come to their support, such as the Open Socie-

ty Foundations which for instance supports the cities 

of New York, Budapest and Milan through USD 130 

million funding dedicated to respond to COVID-19. 

Support through sharing of good practices has also 

bee provided by coalitions of cities.  

Selected resources listing good prac-
tices of cities and local authorities  

 Migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, 
in Intercultural Cities: COVID-19 Special 
page, Council of Europe  

 Cities and regions share practices on 
COVID-19 information for migrants,  Eu-
ropean Commission 

Relocation of migrant children 

Some ten European cities have proposed to EU leaders to relocate unaccompanied migrant children from 

Greece. These include Amsterdam, Barcelona and Leipzig. Out of these ten cities, seven are in countries 

which have not pledged to participate in the European Commission’s relocation efforts.  

 

Worldwide solidarity cities  

As mentioned in snapshot #22, so-called ‘sanctuary cities’ and mayors primarily located in North Ameri-

ca have been actively engaged in supporting migrants during the pandemic. From New York City, Los 

Angeles, Nashville, and Chicago, to Toronto, support measures for migrants have included the sharing 

of information on COVID-19, cash payments, access to testing and healthcare and/or broader access to 

benefits and services irrespective of their migration status.  

But, beyond these typical sanctuary cities, a number of cities and local authorities worldwide are show-

ing solidarity for migrants in the context of the current pandemic. Similarly as in sanctuary cities, soli-

darity has taken the form of distribution of food (such as in Soacha, Colombia, and Kerala, India), ac-

commodation support for homeless persons (such as in São Paolo, Brazil), cash assistance for vulnerable 

groups of the population (such as in Bogotá, Colombia).  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/migrants-and-mayors-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-covid-19-heres-why/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/262-20/mayor-de-blasio-new-york-city-covid-19-immigrant-emergency-relief-program-open
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/migrants-and-mayors-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-covid-19-heres-why/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page#{%2262433518%22:[6]}
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page#{%2262433518%22:[6]}
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/cities-and-regions-share-practices-on-covid-19-information-for-migrants
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/cities-and-regions-share-practices-on-covid-19-information-for-migrants
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/24/cities-lobby-eu-to-offer-shelter-to-migrant-children-from-greece
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_22_cities_and_local_authorities.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/help/city-services/resources-for-immigrant-communities-during-covid-19-pandemic.page
https://cd13.lacity.org/news/covid-19-update-state-assistance-immigrants-los-angeles
https://cd13.lacity.org/news/covid-19-update-state-assistance-immigrants-los-angeles
https://www.tnimmigrant.org/health
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/491572-chicago-mayor-signs-order-ensuring-immigrants-and-refugees-have-access
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/we-need-sanctuary-cities-and-resilience-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-mayor-fights-covid-19-with-free-food-as-colombia-faces-rising-toll-11590840001
https://www.docdroid.net/5tK0zLY/kerala-case-study-31march2020-pdf#page=3
https://www.docdroid.net/RQY0IVB/covid19-sao-paulo-citymarch26-pdf
https://www.citiesforglobalhealth.org/initiative/apoyo-familias-en-condicion-de-pobreza-y-vulnerabilidad
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New research & analysis on 
travel restrictions & COVID  

Stranded: the impacts of COVID-19 on 

irregular migration and migrant 

smuggling by Gabriella Sanchez and 

Luigi Achilli 

Migration and Immigration: Uganda 

and the COVID-19 Pandemic by Agnes 

Igoye 

The Migrant-Citizen Nexus in View of 

the Coronavirus Pandemic: Can We 

De-Migranticize Responses? By Janine 

Dahinden  

 

In recent months, the world has witnessed unprecedent-

ed levels of mobility restrictions, as countries across the 

world try to reign in the spread of COVID-19. As reported 

by the United Nations World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO), 100% of global destinations had imposed trav-

el restrictions by April 20, with far reaching socio-

economic ramifications which many countries are cur-

rently grappling with. However, as COVID-19 infections 

and deaths start to fall in some parts of the world, the  

tide is beginning to turn, and several countries are 

Easing travel and movement restrictions   

Newly released research from UNWTO, published at 

end of May, shows that 3% of global destinations had 

started to reduce travel restrictions, with 7 destinations 

easing travel restrictions for tourism, while several had 

began discussions on reopening borders.  

Italy, one of the worst hit European countries and which 

imposed one of the toughest lockdowns, reopened its 

borders to tourists from Europe on June 3. Norway and 

Denmark also planned ease travel between the two 

countries as early as mid-June, while the Baltic States - 

Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia – were among the first to 

establish the so-called ‘travel bubble’, allowing free 

movement between the three countries.  

Countries such as India and South Africa, also concerned 

 

 

Access challenges and the im-
plications of border restrictions 

In May UNHCR and IOM issued a brief 
detailing access challenges and the 
implications of border restrictions. 
The brief stresses that exceptions to 
travel restrictions are needed “to 
safeguard basic rights, including for 
refugees, asylum seekers and mi-
grants”. The brief also notes that   
often these exceptions are not being 
observed by many governments, 
putting human rights at serious risk.  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/67069
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/67069
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/67069
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10999922.2020.1753383
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10999922.2020.1753383
https://blog.nccr-onthemove.ch/the-migrant-citizen-nexus-in-view-of-the-coronavirus-pandemic-can-we-de-migranticize-responses/
https://blog.nccr-onthemove.ch/the-migrant-citizen-nexus-in-view-of-the-coronavirus-pandemic-can-we-de-migranticize-responses/
https://blog.nccr-onthemove.ch/the-migrant-citizen-nexus-in-view-of-the-coronavirus-pandemic-can-we-de-migranticize-responses/
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-travel-restrictions
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-restrictions-on-tourism-travel
https://www.unwto.org/news/covid-19-restrictions-on-tourism-travel
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52914089
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52914089
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/29/norway-and-denmark-drop-mutual-border-controls-but-exclude-sweden-coronavirus
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/29/norway-and-denmark-drop-mutual-border-controls-but-exclude-sweden-coronavirus
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/may/18/europe-holidays-which-european-countries-are-easing-coronavirus-travel-restrictions-lockdown-measures
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/06/india-world-7-coronavirus-cases-lockdown-eases-200601062428892.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-30/s-africa-opens-4-airports-for-business-travel-as-lockdown-eases
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/inter-agency-standing-committee/covid-19-access-challenges-and-implications-border-restrictions
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/inter-agency-standing-committee/covid-19-access-challenges-and-implications-border-restrictions
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The Swiss National Center of 

Competence in Research (NCCR) 

has created the Citizenship Migra-

tion and Mobility in a Pandemic 

(MMP) tool, which provides de-

tailed information on Internation-

al travel restrictions and mobility 

and border controls.   

 

Global guidelines to restart tourism  
As various countries around the world start to ease 
travel and movement restrictions, the United Nations 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) has released 
guidelines for countries to restart tourism. The tour-
ism sector is expected to be hard hit by the pandemic, 
with tourist arrivals projected to decline by 60-80 per 
cent in 2020, risking between 100-200 million jobs. To 
learn more about COVID-19’s implications for tourism, 
read Analytical Snapshot #41.  

Increase in migrant smuggling and human trafficking 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) recently released a research brief which explores 
scenarios of how smuggling of migrants and trafficking in persons across borders to Europe and North 
America could be impacted by the current pandemic. The brief shows that despite travel and movement 
restrictions, smuggling of migrants continues and demand for people smugglers may even increase, as 
many flee conflict, violence, human rights abuses, and risky living conditions. The brief also notes that the 
heavy toll that the pandemic and related measures to curb its spread are having on economies world-
wide, resulting in high unemployment, are likely to drive up cross-border trafficking in persons.  

Supporting stranded migrants 
Many migrants remain stranded across the world, unable to 
return home due travel restrictions and not able to work be-
cause of internal lockdowns. IOM continues to support mi-
grants in these situations; in countries such as Egypt and Tu-
nisia, for example, the IOM-EU join Initiative is providing ur-
gent assistance to stranded migrants in the form of food 
vouchers as well as non-food items such as hygiene kits. In 
West African countries such as Cote d’Ivoire, IOM has been 
providing essential items to stranded migrants. The Organi-
zation also recently provided urgent medical support to 
some of the hundreds of Rohingya refugees who had been 
stranded at sea upon their disembarkation near Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh.  

In a recent video launching a UN policy 

brief on COVID-19 and People on the 

Move, UN Secretary General António Gu-

terres says that:  

“more than 150 countries have im-
posed border restrictions to contain 
the spread of the virus.  At least 99 
states make no exception for people 
seeking asylum from persecution.” 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://nccr-onthemove.ch/news-covid-19-and-mobility/migration-and-mobility-in-a-pandemic/
https://nccr-onthemove.ch/news-covid-19-and-mobility/migration-and-mobility-in-a-pandemic/
https://nccr-onthemove.ch/news-covid-19-and-mobility/migration-and-mobility-in-a-pandemic/
https://webunwto.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/2020-05/UNWTO-Global-Guidelines-to-Restart-Tourism.pdf
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-launches-global-guidelines-to-restart-tourism
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-launches-global-guidelines-to-restart-tourism
https://www.unwto.org/news/unwto-launches-global-guidelines-to-restart-tourism
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_41_-_implications_for_tourism.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/frontpage/2020/May/covid-19-measures-likely-to-lead-to-an-increase-in-migrant-smuggling-and-human-trafficking-in-longer-term--unodc-report-finds.html
https://migrationjointinitiative.org/news/eu-iom-joint-initiative-stepping-support-stranded-and-vulnerable-migrants-egypt-and-tunisia
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-supports-migrants-stranded-cote-divoire-ghana-border-border-officials-trained-and-equipped
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-calls-rescue-and-safe-disembarkation-rohingya-stranded-sea
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/covid-19-crisis-opportunity-reimagine-human-mobility
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_people_on_the_move.pdf
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_policy_brief_on_people_on_the_move.pdf
https://nccr-onthemove.ch/news-covid-19-and-mobility/migration-and-mobility-in-a-pandemic/
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New research & analysis on the 

economic impacts of COVID  

Potential Responses to the COVID-19 

Outbreak in Support of Migrant Workers 

by the World Bank 

Neglect of low-income migrants in covid

-19 response from the BMJ 

International remittance flows and the 

economic and social consequences of 

COVID-19 by Guy Abel and Stuart Gietel-

Basten 

 

The economic impact of COVID-19 on migrant 

workers 

Research has found that migrants in high-income coun-

tries across the world are more likely than other work-

ers to be exposed to the economic impacts of the pan-

demic:  

 Garrote-Sanchez et al. (2020) create several 

measures of labour market exposure to the pan-

demic in the European Union, and find that mi-

grants are overrepresented in occupations that are 

exposed to COVID-19-related job losses 

 Gelatt (2020) looks at the prevalence of migrants in 

industries that are essential and in industries that 

are hard-hit by the outbreak in the US, finding that 

migrants are overrepresented in both types of job. 

The negative effects of job losses are also likely to be 

more significant for migrant workers because they 

often work in informal jobs and so lack safety nets in 

case of job loss or illness. This is particularly the case 

for migrants in developing countries and temporary 

migrants where social protection tends at most to be 

limited to work injury compensation or health benefits.  

These challenges are even more profound for irregular 

migrants, who in addition to often being ineligible for 

social protection benefits, are easy for firms to fire due 

to their lack of employment protections.  

Source: World Migration Report 

The economic impacts of COVID-

19 and human trafficking 

 

In a recent research brief, the UNODC 

has warned that the sharp increase in 

unemployment rates caused by the 

pandemic is likely to increase cross-

border trafficking in persons from 

countries experiencing the fastest and 

longest-lasting drops in employment. 

However, they argue that these risks 

can be mitigated by investments in job 

creation and economic recovery, 

across both developed and developing 
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https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/05/29/neglect-of-low-income-migrants-in-covid-19-response/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2020/05/29/neglect-of-low-income-migrants-in-covid-19-response/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0308518X20931111
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0308518X20931111
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0308518X20931111
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/820351589209840894/pdf/Which-Jobs-Are-Most-Vulnerable-to-COVID-19-What-an-Analysis-of-the-European-Union-Reveals.pdf
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/immigrant-workers-us-covid-19-response
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/labour-migration/policy-areas/social-protection/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/labour-migration/policy-areas/social-protection/lang--en/index.htm
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-2
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/how-covid-19-restrictions-and-economic-consequences-are-likely-impact-migrant-smuggling
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COVID-19 and international remittances 

In 2019, migrants are estimated to have sent $551 billion in international remittances to family in low- 

and middle-income countries, over three times the amount of official aid received. These remittances 

are a crucial source of income for the world’s poorest, often making up 60% of family household in-

come, with 75% of the money received used to cover essentials, such as food, school fees, and medical 

expenses.  

However, with the 20 countries with the most cases of COVID-19 (as of mid-May) hosting 55% of the 

world’s migrants who send 54% of the world’s remittances, remittance flows are predicted to fall by 

20% in 2020. This decline is largely due to the fall in wages and employment of migrant workers re-

sulting from the economic disruption caused by measures enacted to curb the spread of the virus. 

Even in cases where migrants have money to send home, it has become more difficult to do so — 

around 80% of remittances are sent physically via a Remittance Service Provider, but many of these 

money transfer networks have partially or totally shut down. 

 

Economic support for migrants around the world 

Across the world, governments are providing economic 

support to migrants. In some countries, this support is 

being provided through an expansion of eligibility of ex-

isting social protection programmes, while in others new 

programmes have been created that are available to mi-

grants. Migrant workers holding residence permits in 

Italy and Ireland, for example, can apply for income sub-

sidies, while foreign workers in Uzbekistan are eligible 

for skills training and, in Myanmar, internal and return-

ing international migrants are among the vulnerable 

groups eligible for an emergency cash transfer.  

The long-term economic impacts 

Persistently depressed economic con-

ditions could mean lower demand for 

migrant workers in the longer term, 

such as in Singapore, where migrant 

workers supplement the workforce 

when there is a labour shortage but 

are cut back when the economy is 

weak. This could be exacerbated if 

prolonged travel restrictions induce 

technological progress that replaces 

human labour. 

However, there is evidence that 

households do not consider migration 

to be viable in the longer term either: 

a survey by Listening to Citizens of Uz-

bekistan found that the number of 

household members considering sea-

sonal migration fell by 95% compared 

to the previous year. 

The decline in working hours in the sec-

ond quarter of 2020 relative to the final 

quarter of 2019 estimated by the ILO, 

equivalent to 305 million full-time jobs. 

10.7% 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/data-release-remittances-low-and-middle-income-countries-track-reach-551-billion-2019
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/population/remittances-matter.html
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2020/04/22/world-bank-predicts-sharpest-decline-of-remittances-in-recent-history
https://migration.iom.int/
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/04/18/covid-stops-many-migrants-sending-money-home
https://blogs.worldbank.org/psd/remittances-times-coronavirus-keep-them-flowing
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_28_-_impacts_on_immigration_policies.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/unemployed_people/covid19_pandemic_unemployment_payment.html
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://www.mom.gov.sg/newsroom/press-replies/2007/flexible-labour-policy-has-helped-sporeans
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/aer.20170765
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_745963.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_745963.pdf


COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #47: Misinformation UPDATE   

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

The UN verified campaign 

“Good communication saves lives” 

The United Nations has launched 
“Verified”, a new initiative to com-
bat the growing scourge of COVID-
19 misinformation. “As we contain 
the virus, we must also contain mis-
information”. 

 

New research &  

analysis on  

misinformation  

& Covid-19 

Immigrants are not to blame 

for global epidemics: Insights 

from past and present, by T. 

Shams  

Types, sources, and claims of 

COVID-19 misinformation, by 

J.S. Brennen et al.  

Battling the pandemic of mis-

information, by C. Pazzanese 

Fake news swamping inter-

personal communication in 

the times of corona virus, by  

K. Patel and H. Binjola 

The challenge of real-time 

analysis: Making sense of the 

migration and mobility impli-

cations of COVID-19, by M. 

McAuliffe, C. Bauloz and A. 

Kitimbo  
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The human cost of misinformation 

As presented in snapshot #19, misinformation on COVID-19, in-

cluding conspiracy theories, continue to invade the digital land-

scape. The human toll of coronavirus misinformation has result-

ed in poisoning, critical illnesses, racial tensions and violent 

attacks.  As with previous disease outbreaks, misinformation has 

been circulating on the alleged role of migrants in spreading 

COVID-19 globally.  

One crucial but overlooked point dismantles these fears 

about immigrants being active vectors: while human mo-

bility transforms region human-to-human transmission in-

to global outbreaks, immigrants and refugees are relative-

ly static compared to seasonal travelers. Unlike tourists 

and business travelers, who travel back and forth across 

borders on a temporary but regular basis, immigrants and 

refugees have settled in their adopted countries fairly per-

manently. Their often-limited resources prohibit frequent 

travel.—T. Shams  

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/good-communication-saves-lives
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/immigrants-are-not-blame-global-epidemics-insights-past-and-present/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/immigrants-are-not-blame-global-epidemics-insights-past-and-present/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/immigrants-are-not-blame-global-epidemics-insights-past-and-present/
http://www.primaonline.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19_reuters.pdf
http://www.primaonline.it/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19_reuters.pdf
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/05/social-media-used-to-spread-create-covid-19-falsehoods/
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/05/social-media-used-to-spread-create-covid-19-falsehoods/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3600129
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3600129
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3600129
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mpp-41.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mpp-41.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mpp-41.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/mpp-41.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/good-communication-saves-lives
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_19_-_misinformation.pdf
https://www.euronews.com/2020/05/06/coronavirus-super-spreaders-of-covid-19-misinformation-on-facebook-identified
https://www.euronews.com/2020/05/06/coronavirus-super-spreaders-of-covid-19-misinformation-on-facebook-identified
https://www.bbc.com/news/stories-52731624
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_6_-_stigmatization_and_discrimination.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/world/coronavirus-spread.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/22/world/coronavirus-spread.html
https://time.com/5806577/coronavirus-refugees/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/immigrants-are-not-blame-global-epidemics-insights-past-and-present/


IOM’s Migrants as Messengers initiative 

IOM’s Migrants as Messengers initiative has proved 

to be helpful in combatting misinformation and 

preventing the spread of COVID-19. Volunteers 

from West African countries produced and shared 

videos to raise awareness within their own commu-

nities.  

In Guinea, returned 

migrants have partici-

pated in training ses-

sions that were orga-

nized by IOM that fo-

cused on awareness-

raising around COVID-

19 especially with fe-

male community 

members. 

Preventive practices taken by countries and social media platforms  

Social media platforms and countries have all ramped up efforts to identify and take down COVID-19 

misinformation. 

 The European Digital Media Observatory project (EDMO): The project collaborates with media or-

ganizations and experts to better  limit the phenomenon of disinformation and increase societal re-

silience to it. 

  Twitter COVID-19 Stream: Twitter announced that they are introducing “new labels and warning 

messages that will provide context and information on some Tweets containing disputed or mislead-

ing information related to COVID-19” 

 Facebook Coordinated Inauthentic Behavior Report: The report included networks that have been 

taken down due to their violation of Facebook’s policies against harmful health misinformation.  

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

5 measures to prevent the spread 

of misinformation 

 Be critical when you look at social 

media  

 Challenge false information by 

politely asking the person who 

shared it to remove it. 

 Report the false information to the 

platform administrators  

 When in doubt, take the time to 

verify the shared information 

 Make more noise than people who 

share false information 

Source: Nadia Naffi also available at 

The Conversation 

https://www.migrantsasmessengers.org
https://www.iom.int/news/migrant-returnees-lead-community-outreach-covid-19-west-africa
https://www.iom.int/news/migrant-returnees-lead-community-outreach-covid-19-west-africa
https://storyteller.iom.int/stories/returned-migrants-guinea-help-prevent-misinformation-covid-19
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-eu-telecoms-5g/combat-5g-covid-19-fake-news-urges-europe-idUSKBN2392N8
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-digital-media-observatory-project-kicks
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-digital-media-observatory-project-kicks
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-digital-media-observatory-project-kicks
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-digital-media-observatory-project-kicks
https://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/labs/covid19-stream/overview
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/european-digital-media-observatory-project-kicks
https://developer.twitter.com/en/docs/labs/covid19-stream/overview
https://blog.twitter.com/en_us/topics/product/2020/updating-our-approach-to-misleading-information.html
https://about.fb.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/May-2020-Detailed-CIB-Report.pdf
https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://spectrum.library.concordia.ca/983399/
https://theconversation.com/5-ways-to-help-stop-the-infodemic-the-increasing-misinformation-about-coronavirus-137561
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New research and analysis on internal 
movements and COVID-19  

India’s coronavirus mass migration: how we’ve 
misunderstood the India migrant labourer, by 
Sugandha Nagpal and Vatsalya Srivastava  

Should internal migrants be held accountable 
for spreading COVID-19?, by Qiujie Shi and Tao 
Liu. 

COVID-19 Crisis Through a Migration Lens, by 
the World Bank. 

COVID-19 is reducing domestic remittances in 
Africa: what does it mean for poor house-
holds?, by Samik Adhikari  

The Schengen Area and the Coronavirus Pan-
demic by Jolanta Szymańska  

Lockdown Strategies, Mobility Patterns and 
COVID-19 by Nikos Askitas, Konstantinos 
Tatsiramos and Bertrand Verheyden  

 

 

Internal mass movement 

In the days following the country’s lockdown in 

March, India witnessed the largest internal 

mass movement since partition in 1947, with 

7.5 million moving from urban centres to rural 

areas by 23 May. According to the World Bank, 

the lockdown has impacted the livelihood of a 

large proportion of India’s internal migrants, 

who often work in the informal sector without 

social protection.  

The government responded by setting up 

camps with basic provisions to provide shelter, 

however, many opted to return home—some 

travelling over 1,000 kilometres. Upon reaching 

their home villages, some returning migrants 

have been subject to stigma as villagers fear 

that they are carriers of the virus, even after 

quarantining for 14 days. 

COVID-19 and domestic remittances 

While the importance of international remittances in supporting the human development is widely docu-

mented, less attention is given to the crucial role that domestic remittances play. Research indicates that 

internal remittances reach more African households, including more of the very poorest, likely because 

the number of people who migrate within countries is far higher than those who move across borders 

and, due to the high upfront costs of migrating abroad, involves poorer individuals. As a result, the de-

cline in domestic remittances induced by the pandemic may leave rural households without a key source 

of supplementary income which, in turn, may result in increased poverty. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/southasia/2020/04/03/long-read-indias-coronavirus-mass-migration-how-weve-misunderstood-the-indian-migrant-labourer/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/southasia/2020/04/03/long-read-indias-coronavirus-mass-migration-how-weve-misunderstood-the-indian-migrant-labourer/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0308518X20916764
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0308518X20916764
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33634
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/covid-19-reducing-domestic-remittances-africa-what-does-it-mean-poor-households
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/covid-19-reducing-domestic-remittances-africa-what-does-it-mean-poor-households
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/covid-19-reducing-domestic-remittances-africa-what-does-it-mean-poor-households
https://www.ceeol.com/search/gray-literature-detail?id=846338
https://www.ceeol.com/search/gray-literature-detail?id=846338
https://arxiv.org/abs/2006.00531
https://arxiv.org/abs/2006.00531
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/4-crore-migrant-workers-in-india-75-lakh-return-home-so-far-mha-88940
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/33634
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/covid-19-govt-tells-sc-one-third-of-migrant-workers-could-be-infected-11585643185390.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-india-52086274
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/migrant-workers-battle-stigma-bias-back-home/story-0uuRSEZfoickVOrPU2agGL.html
https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/data-release-remittances-low-and-middle-income-countries-track-reach-551-billion-2019
https://blogs.worldbank.org/peoplemove/data-release-remittances-low-and-middle-income-countries-track-reach-551-billion-2019
http://www.migratingoutofpoverty.org/files/file.php?name=wp7-internal-migration-remittances-and-poverty.pdf&site=354
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/covid-19-reducing-domestic-remittances-africa-what-does-it-mean-poor-households
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/covid-19-reducing-domestic-remittances-africa-what-does-it-mean-poor-households
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/covid-19-reducing-domestic-remittances-africa-what-does-it-mean-poor-households
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Closing internal borders 

In April, as the COVID-19 pan-

demic began to intensify in 

Australia, several states opted 

to erect water barriers and 

road checkpoints to prevent all 

but essential travel to and 

from neighboring territories, 

the first time such measures 

have been taken since the 

Spanish flu 100 years ago. 

In mid-June, these internal 

borders began to reopen, with 

South Australia relaxing its 

border controls for most 

states, although they remain in 

place for the two most popu-

lous states—New South Wales 

and Victoria—where most 

COVID-19 cases were report-

ed. These borders are ex-

pected to be opened in late 

July.  

 

 

When COVID-19 initially swept through China, some pointed to mass internal migration during the Chi-

nese Spring Festival as the key driver. However, in a recent analysis Shi and Liu dispute this, instead find-

ing that those cities which were first affected were megacities that connect with Wuhan through business 

and tourism as opposed to internal migration. They also note that the spread of COVID-19 in Europe, de-

spite the region being out of holiday season, highlights that no one or no group should be blamed for the 

spread of the virus—mobility has become increasingly the norm, they argue. 

Under the Schengen Agreement, any person is permitted to 

cross the internal borders of the Schengen Area—which encom-

passes most EU states—without being subject to border checks. 

However, the onset of the pandemic saw many states unilater-

ally reintroduce border controls in an attempt to slow the 

spread of the virus.  As cases in Europe begin to fall, states have 

begun to lift these restrictions. Slovenia opened its borders on 

May 15, while the majority of Schengen countries – from France 

and Italy to Poland and Greece – lifted restrictions in mid-June. 

Sweden, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands, meanwhile, did not 

close their borders at any point. The EU has launched the web 

platform Re-open EU, which provides real-time information on 

borders and available means of transport in member states.  
 

ECOWAS, Africa’s largest free-movement area, imposed border 

restrictions in mid-March, leaving those on the move in the re-

gion stranded without access to the labour market or social pro-

tection. Government ministers have since proposed to reopen 

internal land, air and maritime borders in July as part of a three-

phase plan.  Similarly, Kenya closed its borders to fellow East 

Africa Community members in May, and nine mobile laborato-

ries have been deployed to provide systematic testing at the 

EAC’s internal borders, particularly along the border between 

Kenya and Uganda.  

Halting of free movement of people  

Why internal migrants aren’t to blame for the spread of COVID-19 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-australia/australia-closes-internal-borders-to-capitalise-on-fall-in-new-coronavirus-cases-idUKKBN21K3JZ
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/australias-state-borders-slowly-begin-reopen-after-covid-19
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0308518X20916764
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/borders-and-visas/schengen_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-border-controls-imperil-eu-freedoms/
https://ig.ft.com/coronavirus-chart
https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-travel-europe-country-by-country-travel-restrictions-explained-summer-2020/
https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-travel-europe-country-by-country-travel-restrictions-explained-summer-2020/
https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-travel-europe-country-by-country-travel-restrictions-explained-summer-2020/
https://reopen.europa.eu/en
https://news.trust.org/item/20200617180729-6ehwb
https://www.ispionline.it/en/pubblicazione/covid-19-paralyzing-one-west-africas-main-resources-migrants-25730
https://news.trust.org/item/20200617180729-6ehwb
https://news.trust.org/item/20200617180729-6ehwb
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/news/ea/Kenya-shuts-borders-with-Tanzania-Somalia-over-Covid19/4552908-5554738-7ioxbvz/index.html
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/covid-19-border-policies-create-problems-african-trade-and-economic-pain-communities
https://www.ifpri.org/blog/covid-19-border-policies-create-problems-african-trade-and-economic-pain-communities
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Women are overrepresented in 
high-risk informal sectors. 42% of 

women workers are working in    
those sectors, as opposed              

to 32%  of men.  
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New research & analysis on 

migrants in informal econo-

mies & COVID  

COVID-19 and the world of work. 

Third edition  by the Internation-

al Labour Organization (ILO) 

Policy opportunities and chal-

lenges from the Covid‐19 pan-

demic for economies with large 

informal sectors by Rajneesh 

Narula 

Potential Responses to the 

COVID-19 Outbreak in Support of 

Migrant Workers by the World 

As has been widely reported, COVID-19 impacts have sent shock-
waves across the economies of most, if not all, countries. The 
pandemic has heavily disrupted labour markets, pushed unem-
ployment to unprecedented levels in some countries and sharply 
driven down economic growth. But the economic fallout from the 
pandemic is especially devastating for those who work in the in-
formal sector. Lacking secure employment contracts and no 
workplace protection or representation, workers in the informal 
sector, where migrants are overrepresented, are some of the 
most affected by the pandemic.  

What does ‘informal economy’ mean? 

The International Labour Organization (ILO) defines the informal 
economy as “all economic activities by workers and economic 
units that are – in law or in practice – not covered or insuffi-
ciently covered by formal arrangements.” 

There are an estimated 2 billion workers globally who derive 
their livelihoods from the informal economy, representing 62% 
of all workers in the world. In low income countries, the infor-
mal economy accounts for 90 per cent of employment, while 
this figure stands at 67% in middle-income countries and 18% in 
high-income countries.   

Lack of protections 
Many informal workers, including migrants, are without access to health and employment benefits, 
which means that when they get sick, they do not always have guaranteed access to medical care. Moreo-
ver, many, including those in low-skilled employment areas such as construction, agriculture and domestic 
services work in conditions that expose them to safety and health risks, such as those without access to 
water and sanitation, raising their risk of contracting COVID-19. Irregular migrant workers in the informal 
economy are in even more precarious situations, as they are often not covered by any formal arrange-
ments to access recovery measures put in place by governments. 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/employment-promotion/informal-economy/publications/WCMS_743623/lang--en/index.htm
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/ilo-monitor-covid-19-and-world-work-third-edition-enarru
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/ilo-monitor-covid-19-and-world-work-third-edition-enarru
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
http://www.cnt-nar.be/DOSSIERS/Covid-19/ILO-2020-04-29-Covid-19-and-the-world-of-work-(03)-EN.pdf
http://www.cnt-nar.be/DOSSIERS/Covid-19/ILO-2020-04-29-Covid-19-and-the-world-of-work-(03)-EN.pdf
https://ideas.repec.org/p/unm/unumer/2020024.html
https://ideas.repec.org/p/unm/unumer/2020024.html
https://ideas.repec.org/p/unm/unumer/2020024.html
https://ideas.repec.org/p/unm/unumer/2020024.html
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/research/the-effects-of-covid-19-on-international-labor-markets-an-update/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/05/1064912
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/05/1064912
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2020/06/08/the-global-economic-outlook-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-a-changed-world
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/428451587390154689/pdf/Potential-Responses-to-the-COVID-19-Outbreak-in-Support-of-Migrant-Workers-May-26-2020.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8560en/CA8560EN.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/actrav/areas/WCMS_DOC_ATR_ARE_INF_EN/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/actrav/areas/WCMS_DOC_ATR_ARE_INF_EN/lang--en/index.htm
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/ilo-monitor-covid-19-and-world-work-third-edition-enarru
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wcms_743146.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wcms_743146.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wcms_743146.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/employment-promotion/informal-economy/publications/WCMS_743623/lang--en/index.htm
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2020/04/17/why-protecting-informal-economy-workers-is-so-critical-in-time-of-covid-19/
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8560en/CA8560EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8560en/CA8560EN.pdf
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Double burden 
Informal workers have bit hit by twin shocks- 
a reduction in both supply and demand as 
governments have imposed various measures 
to contain the spread of COVID-19.  

The closure of borders and movement re-
strictions in subregions such as East Africa 
have constrained supply chains, while reduced 
spending from people, largely driven by the 
pandemic, has resulted in unemployment and 
loss of income for many in the informal sector, 
many of whom are migrants from countries 
within the subregion. 

Impact on internal remittances 

Urban informal workers are responsible a large share of domestic remittances. As the informal sector in 
cities undergoes heavy disruption due to the pandemic, it is expected there will be a reduction in income 
generated from remittances in rural areas. Domestic remittances are often a lifeline for recipients, espe-
cially those in rural areas and are a key source if non-labour income for these households. These effects 
will especially be felt by countries such as India, which have large numbers of internal seasonal and non-
seasonal migrants. Nearly 90% of India’s 500 million workers belong to the informal economy, while this 
figure is over 85% in Bangladesh. The earnings of informal workers globally is projected in to fall by 60% 
in the first month of the crisis and on continents such as Africa and Latin America, this figure could be as 
high as 81%.  

Supporting informal sector workers 
Several governments have taken steps to support 
informal sector workers who often are not benefi-
ciaries of social or employment benefits. Some, 
such as Vietnam, have expanded existing social 
assistance programs to include more people, in-
cluding informal sector workers. The Philippines, 
on the other hand, has established emergency 
employment measures for informal sector work-
ers. In India, the government has prepared an ac-
tion plan to reskill migrant and informal sector 
workers without jobs.   

The International Growth Centre recently 

hosted a webinar on the impact of COVID-19 

on informal and migrant workers in India. 

Watch it here. 

This recent statement by IOM on COVID-19 and 

Mobility highlights the challenges faced by mi-

grant workers, including that they are 

 “...likely to be employed in daily-wage, 

short-term, or precarious work in the in-

formal economy often with limited provi-

sion for, or fear of seeking access to, social 

protection, adequate food, housing, 

health and social services.”  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.fes.de/referat-afrika/neugikeiten-referat-afrika/how-the-pandemic-is-affecting-the-informal-sector-in-kenya
https://www.fes.de/referat-afrika/neugikeiten-referat-afrika/how-the-pandemic-is-affecting-the-informal-sector-in-kenya
http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/980491587133615932/Poverty-and-distributional-impacts-of-COVID-19-and-policy-options.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/covid-19-reducing-domestic-remittances-africa-what-does-it-mean-poor-households
https://www.theigc.org/blog/responding-to-the-impacts-of-covid-19-on-informal-workers-in-south-asia/
http://m.theindependentbd.com/post/243332
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743146.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743146.pdf
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/30/a-new-deal-for-informal-workers-in-asia/
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/30/a-new-deal-for-informal-workers-in-asia/
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/30/a-new-deal-for-informal-workers-in-asia/
https://blogs.imf.org/2020/04/30/a-new-deal-for-informal-workers-in-asia/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/govt-prepares-an-action-plan-to-reskill-unemployed-migrant-and-informal-sector-workers-post-lockdown/articleshow/75433631.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/govt-prepares-an-action-plan-to-reskill-unemployed-migrant-and-informal-sector-workers-post-lockdown/articleshow/75433631.cms?from=mdr
https://www.theigc.org/multimedia/event-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-informal-and-migrant-workers-in-india/
https://www.theigc.org/multimedia/event-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-informal-and-migrant-workers-in-india/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/institutional_statement_covid19_28052020.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/institutional_statement_covid19_28052020.pdf
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New research & analysis on the socio-
economic impacts of COVID-19  

Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-19 in Ethio-
pia by UNCT Ethiopia 

The socio-economic implications of the coro-
navirus pandemic (COVID-19) by Maria Nico-
la and Ziad Alsafi 

COVID-19 and Africa: Socio-economic impli-
cations and policy responses by OECD 

The social and economic concerns of immi-
grants during the COVID-19 pandemic by S. 
LaRochelle-Côteì & Sharanjit Uppal 
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Policy Brief: COVID-19 & People on the 
Move  

On 3 June, the UN Secretary-General launched 
the latest UN policy brief on the pandemic, which 
reminds countries of their obligation to protect 
people on the move.  Concerning the socio-
economic crisis, the report stated that people on 
the move are among the hardest hit by reduced 
incomes, increasing unemployment, as well as 
increasing expenses. Furthermore, the crisis has 
also exacerbated the already precarious situation 
of women and girls on the move. 

The policy brief offered four basic tenets to guide 
response plans: 

1. Exclusion is costly in the long-run whereas 
inclusion pays off for everyone 

2. The response to COVID-19 and protecting 
the human rights of people on the move 
are not mutually exclusive 

3. No-one is safe until everyone is safe 
4. People on the move are part of the solution 

Migration-related socioeconomic      

impacts on developing countries  

In this IOM Issue Brief, the migration-related 

socioeconomic impacts are explored in detail:  

 Developing countries are integrated into 

global goods & labour supply chains and 

are experiencing effects of declining de-

mand;  

 travel restrictions are impacting communi-

ties reliant on tourism;  

 many developing countries rely heavily on 

labour migration, so drops in remittances 

are being keenly felt.  

 

Internally Displaced People (IDPs) at Risk  

According to UNDP, 1/3 of  the world’s IDPs live in 

10 countries most at risk to the COVID-19 socio-

economic impacts 

These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and analysis in a  

fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UN%2520Socio-Economic%2520Impact%2520Assessment%2520-%2520FINAL%2520DRAFT%2520%2520-%252014May20.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UN%2520Socio-Economic%2520Impact%2520Assessment%2520-%2520FINAL%2520DRAFT%2520%2520-%252014May20.pdf
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  The socio-economic impacts of Covid-19  

As presented in snapshot #32, the pandemic has already revealed and exacerbated pre-existing socio-
economic inequalities, including those of migrants, and will affect them as well their country and 
communities of origin. A recent Statistics Canada study reveals that immigrants and refugees are 
more likely than Canadian-born individuals to be worried about the social and economic impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, the measures taken to counter the pandemic are likely to leave 
long-term lasting scars through multiple channels, especially for migrants: 

 Poverty: Recent studies have shown that pandemics leave the poor even farther behind. It has 
been shown that years after pandemic events, the employment of those with advanced levels of 
education is scarcely affected, whereas the employment of those with only basic levels of edu-
cation falls sharply, by more than 5 per cent at the end of five years. 

 Unemployment: Migrant workers tend to be particularly vulnerable, more than native-born 
workers, to losses of employment and wages during an economic crisis in their host country. In 
Eastern Ukraine, for instance, forty-nine per cent (49 per cent) of firms owned by internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) had to cease operations.  

 Inclusion and Social Cohesion: Some countries have used the pandemic as a pretext to preju-
dice against migrants and blame them for the spread of the virus. COVID-19 response measures 
that are not inclusive of migrant workers in the informal economy further situated workers and 
families at risk of exploitation. 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-

sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 

any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

According to IOM, the suspension of 

“non-essential activities” to limit the 

spread of COVID-19 in West and 

Central Africa has had a heavy socio-

economic impact on some 34,000 

returning migrants. 

 

Remittances in Crisis: How to Keep 
Them Flowing 

The projected a drop of 20 percent in interna-
tional remittances worldwide amounts to a 
fall of around US$110 billion. For this reason, 
the United Nations Capital Development Fund 
(UNCDF) and the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) announced their 
joint support for a Member State-led initiative 
to improve migrants’ access for sending and 
receiving remittances, and to reduce transfer 
costs during the ongoing pandemic of COVID-
19 outbreaks. 
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