Potential formats of engagement by interested
Inter-State consultation mechanisms on migration (ISCM) in the

International Migration Review Forum (IMRF)?!

The below chart seeks to provide a non-exhaustive overview of how inter-State consultation
mechanisms on migration (ISCM) could contribute to the global-level review of the Global compact
for safe, orderly and regular migration (GCM) — the International Migration Review Forum (IMRF).

The IMRF is the primary intergovernmental global platform for UN Member States to discuss and
share progress on the implementation of all aspects of the GCM, including as it relates to the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. The IMRF convenes every four years, starting in 2022 and is
expected to result in an inter-governmentally agreed Progress Declaration, which may be taken into
consideration by the high-level political forum on sustainable development (HLPF).

Held at the highest possible political level, the IMRF will take the form of four roundtable days, each
focusing on a number of GCM Objectives (see figure 1 at the end of this document).

Referred to in the GCM and IMRF resolutions as “State-led processes and platforms at the global and
regional level”; “global, regional and subregional forums”, “relevant subregional, regional and cross-
regional processes and platforms,” “subregional, regional and cross-regional processes, platforms”
ISCMs are one of the stakeholders for the GCM implementation and review and the IMRF. RCPs are
singled out for ensuring regional aspects of the GCM review. The Global Forum on Migration and

Development (GFMD) is referred to individually.
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Unlike States that contribute to the IMRF directly on their national migration governance, ISCM
contribution to the GCM is a regional, collective input by the ISCM as a whole, and focuses on the
work of the given ISCM as an entity and not on the engagement in the GCM of the ISCM member
States.

ISCMs can choose from a variety of below types of inputs that can be submitted directly or indirectly
or a combination of such inputs. These inputs should be possible to be compiled with minimum
resources and time, but will constitute a big relevance for the IMRF and for reconfirming the ISCMs’
central role in regional, interregional and global governance of migration.

Since the IMRF review is structured around the GCM objectives, ISCMs are invited to consider their
work that already contributes to these areas of migration governance.

Type of input Mode of engagement

Before the IMRF Conference

Own ISCM event to review the progress of the
GCM implementation / GCM objectives within its
ISCM region

Directly by the ISCM

Submission of an outcome document of the own
ISCM event on the IMRF (e.g. ISCM meeting
declaration or ISCM recommendations)

Directly by the ISCM (e.g. the ISCM Chair or the
Head of the ISCM Secretariat)

Submission of a written compilation of effective
practices and partnership models by the ISCM
relevant for the GCM objectives and principles

Directly by the ISCM (e.g. the ISCM Chair or the
Head of the ISCM Secretariat)

Joint event on / in preparation to the IMRF with
other ISCMs

Directly by the ISCM and in cooperation with the
partner ISCM(s)
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https://www.iom.int/inter-state-consultation-mechanisms-migration
https://www.iom.int/inter-state-consultation-mechanisms-migration
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/195
https://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/73/195
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/generalassembly/docs/globalcompact/A_RES_70_1_E.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf

Type of input

Mode of engagement

Joint submission of a written input by a group of
ISCMs

Directly by the group of partnering ISCMs and
IGOs (e.g. by a jointly designated member
representing all the ISCMs and 1GOs involved and
acting on their behalf)

Joint event on the GCM review with partner
entities, such as intergovernmental organizations
(IGO) or non-State actors

Directly by the ISCM and in cooperation with the
partner entities

During the IMRF Conference

Oral statement on behalf of the ISCM at the
IMRF conference and its roundtable(s) relevant
for the given ISCM’s work

Directly by the ISCM (e.g. the ISCM (Co-)Chair, or
the (Co-)Head of the ISCM Secretariat, or the
Chair of the ISCM’s Working Group on the GCM,
or another member of the given ISCM as
delegated by the ISCM Chair)

Indirectly by a Member State or a group of
Member States of the given ISCM
Indirectly by an intergovernmental organization

with which the given ISCM has a formal
association

Submission of a written input/statement by the
ISCM

Directly by the ISCM (e.g. the ISCM Chair or the
Head of the ISCM Secretariat)

A side-event by the given ISCM on the IMRF
margins

Directly by the ISCM

A joint side-event by the ISCM with partner
ISCMs or IGOs or other partner entities

Directly by the partnering ISCMs

Joint statement at the IMRF conference by a
group of ISCMs or with other partners

Directly by the given ISCMs (e.g. by a jointly
designated member representing all the ISCMs
involved and acting on their behalf)

Figure 1. IMRF Roundtables
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