
__________________________________________________ 

The Arab Regional Consultative Process on Migration and Refugee Affairs 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communiqué of the Arab-Regional Consultative Process on Migration and Refugee Affairs 

on  

the World Refugee Day 

20/6/2021 

_____ 

Today, the World Refugee Day is commemorated at a time when the world is witnessing 

an unprecedented pandemic that has inflicted all aspects of life and changed all its features, and 

has particularly affected the most vulnerable groups, including refugees, displaced persons and 

people with disabilities who may be more vulnerable than others, due to their conditions that 

caused adverse physical and mental health implications (especially unaccompanied minors and 

women). The COVID-19 pandemic has not only caused direct health effects on the lives of these 

groups, but also resulted in low-income levels, loss of many jobs and livelihood opportunities 

that were barely providing them with the basic requirements of life. 

Acknowledging that refugees and displaced persons usually suffer from limited access to 

clean water sources, sewage systems and health facilities, making them more vulnerable to risks 

during the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, and recognizing the great disparity in the 

measures taken in refugee workplaces to eliminate the risk of infection with the Corona virus 

and following the necessary precautionary measures to prevent the spread of the virus, Member 

States' representatives of the Arab Regional Consultative Process on Migration and Refugee 

Affairs (ARCP) emphasize the importance of paying due attention to these groups, according to 

international charters and agreements and global agendas, particularly the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Agenda, which highlighted the importance of leaving no one behind. The 

Representatives also emphasize the importance of containing the situation and reducing the 

suffering of these people from the most severe effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, by providing 

them with basic needs, , like food, water, hygiene and health care tools, among the available 

resources. They also emphasize the need for continuing awareness campaigns on the dangers of 

the Corona virus addressed to the refugees in languages they understand, in addition to the 

provision of regional platforms to exchange expertise, information and good practices among 

countries hosting large numbers of migrants and refugees on the means of containing the crisis 

and fulfilling their needs.  
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The Representatives refer to the special situation of Arab countries hosting refugees and 

displaced persons, which have nearly half of the world's total refugees, including 5.6 million 

Palestinian refugees, and the double pressures and burdens on health, social and economic 

systems, and on the stability and social peace in these countries. 

Given all that, the representatives commend the initiatives and efforts of the Arab States 

that, despite all the challenges and circumstances, have provided medical care and vaccines to 

refugees alongside their citizens and included them among the priority care groups. They also 

emphasize the importance of the principle of international solidarity, joint responsibility and 

burden-sharing with countries hosting refugees and displaced persons by various actors in the 

international community, and the need to use resources in an efficient and effective way. They 

also stress the objectives of the Global Compact on Refugees (GCR), especially the First 

Objective on “easing the pressures on host countries” and the Fourth Objective on “supporting 

conditions in countries of origin for return in safety and dignity”. They also appreciate the role 

of the League of Arab States General Secretariat in coordination and cooperation with the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to implement many activities for 

refugees, the most recent of which is organizing the celebration of the World Refugee Day at the 

headquarters of the General Secretariat in Cairo, as well as the effort exerted to follow-up on the 

progress achieved in the implementation of the Global Compact on Refugees at the Arab 

regional level. They also urge the Member States and all relevant stakeholders to actively 

participate in the “First High-level Officials Meeting” to be convened for the period of 14-15 

December 2021. 

 The Representatives take this opportunity to condemn the Israeli aggression on Gaza; 

call on the international community to pressure Israel (the occupying power) to implement 

international law, and to halt the policies of aggression, siege, ethnic cleansing and racial 

discrimination aimed at continuing to displace Palestinians from their homeland, and affirm the 

right of Palestinian refugees to return to their homeland in accordance with the United Nations 

General Assembly Resolution No. 194 of 1948. They also emphasize the need to consider the 

special situation of the Palestinian refugees since 1948, who have been subjected more than 

once to forced displacement as a result of the events that occurred in the region. They also 

reaffirm the authorization of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) according to its founding Resolution (General Assembly 

Resolution 302 of 1949) without prejudice to its mandate or responsibility, altering or handing 

over of its responsibilities to any other entity. They call on the international community to 

continue providing the necessary support to UNRWA so that it can continue to assume its full 

responsibilities towards the Palestinian refugees. They also reject any attempts to end or 

eliminate the role of UNRWA through the systematic campaigns and racist practices of the 

Israeli occupation authorities. 

  


