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Ma’rib has seen renewed hostilities in September, the most severe this year. The situation has resulted in increased 
displacements and humanitarian access restrictions and has had devasting consequences for local communities. Intense 
clashes in southern Ma’rib in particular have persisted since the start of September, with notable shifts in frontlines that 
have displaced close to 10,000 people1. The escalating conflict has destroyed critical infrastructure like bridges and roads, 
impacting people’s access to services and their freedom of movement.  Al-Abdiyah district in the south of Ma’rib, which 
borders Al Bayda and Shabwa governorates, has become isolated as a result.  Many routes have reportedly become 
cut off and the entry of essential supplies is severely limited. The district is one of the largest in the governorate, with a 
population of 13,000 pre-conflict. Today, local authorities estimate that some 31,500 people reside there. 

The situation is also concerning in Harib, Al Jubah and Rahabah districts, where more than 4,224 internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) are estimated to have fled this month. Conflict experts estimate that as many as 28,700 people have 
been impacted by infrastructural damage caused by the conflict in these areas. Humanitarian partners have very limited 
access to Al Abdiyah and Harib, and with access to critical basic services like health, water and food being obstructed, 
the situation is dire. 

While the increased hostilities drive displacements from southern Ma’rib, fighting is continuing to the west and north of 
the governorate as well, and this has meant that IDPs are arriving from across the governorate to safer areas in Ma’rib city 
and Ma’rib Al Wadi. Humanitarian partners are concerned about the impact this is having on communities that have been 
affected by the conflict for years. As in other parts of Yemen, communities are also faced with the added vulnerabilities of 
repeated displacement, a worsening economic situation and depleting resources. The Yemeni Riyal has depreciated from 
YER 1,000 to YER 1,300 this month alone and supplies and commodities are becoming scarce in Ma’rib city.
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1 According to IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix

Fatma shares a tent with 22 members of her family since being displaced by recent violence in Harib © IOM 2021 /E. Al Oqabi
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IDPs are settling in displacement sites and with relatives in surrounding communities wherever possible. In the 34 
displacement sites managed by IOM, there has also been an 11 per cent increase in IDP arrivals. For those arriving in 
displacements sites, multiple households are sharing shelters and the situation is likely similar for those settling in host 
communities. There are reports of people being required to apply for permits before they are allowed to move into IDP 
sites, forcing IDPs to stay in incomplete buildings or find the means to rent housing.  According to IOM’s Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM), the majority of IDPs report shelter as their top need, followed by food and water. 

IOM is working closely with partners and local authorities to expand the emergency response. The Organization has 
provided emergency multi-purpose cash assistance to 2,954 people and registered 2,450 people for shelter and NFI 
assistance in Ma’rib city and Al Wadi districts (900 of whom have received assistance so far). Through the IOM managed 
multi-sector contingency pipeline, IOM is deploying emergency shelter, water and sanitation items for distribution. IOM 
mobile health teams and emergency health facilities are also responding to an increased inflow of patients – more than 
700 new arrivals so far, many of whom have been injured or fallen sick on their journeys.

Since January 2020, IOM and partners estimate that close to 170,000 people2 have been forced to move from conflict-
affected areas in Ma’rib, many for the second and third time. Local authorities estimate that the governorate hosts some 
1 million IDPs. At least 190,000 people are living in 148 IDP sites.  With previously calm districts being heavily affected 
this month, it is clear that the situation is progressively worsening, threatening the stability of the governorate and the 
country’s peace process. IOM, along with the rest of the humanitarian community, is advocating for an end to hostilities 
in Ma’rib. Maintaining the governorate’s relative stability should be a priority to avert disaster. 

Newly displaced between January 
2020 to September 2021
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2 Using IOM RRM registration and DTM data



IOM YEMENDISPLACEMENT IN MARIB SEPTEMBER 2021

3

IOM YEMEN

ADVOCACY POINTS

• Maintaining the relative stability of Ma’rib is a priority and IOM is concerned about further displacement as 
well as the humanitarian impact on civilians. Those who have influence should continue to advocate against an 
escalation of hostilities. IOM echoes calls to all parties of the conflict to respect International Humanitarian Law 
and avoid at all costs the targeting of civilians. 

• IOM continues to call for partners to provide a dedicated response in Ma’rib. There are widespread, acute 
humanitarian needs that are not being met. At the same time, displacement forecasted last year for 2021 
humanitarian planning  is currently occurring and placing increased pressure on partners and local authorities. 
IOM, in line with humanitarian preparedness plans, anticipates further shocks and increased gaps in the months 
to come. IOM operates a shared humanitarian hub and can provide logistical support and office space to 
facilitate partner response. 

Newly displaced people receive emergency shelter items in Ma’rib © IOM 2021 /E. Al Oqabi
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KIND-HEARTED CARETAKER NURSES ABANDONED CHILD BACK TO HEALTH

The father put his child on a chair in the reception 
area and said he could no longer care for or afford 
his son’s treatment.

“It is a humanitarian organization’s job to take care 
of people in need” said Ayman’s father in despair 
before leaving the office.

“Please take care of my son.” 

According to IOM’s protection team, the father was 
displaced from Raymah, some 360 kilometres away. 
He had been living in Al Rumaylah displacement site 
for four years with his wife and four other children.

“I met the father when the team was conducting 
a protection assessment for the newly-displaced 
population in Al Rumaylah  last June,” recalled 
Mohammed Saeed, IOM Protection Project 
Assistant.

“It was obvious that he was suffering from 
psychological stress. He did not want us to enter 
the tent or to speak with his family or his children,” 
explained Mohammed. Ayman in his new home © IOM 2021 /E. Al Oqabi

The team managed to assess the family’s needs and discovered Ayman’s condition. The family was provided with cash 
assistance, in addition to personal hygiene materials and other essential items to care for his children.

About a month later, the father came to IOM’s office and left his son at the lobby. He also left the camp and disappeared 
with his family. No one knows his whereabouts

IOM staff brought to child to the nearest health facility, Al Shaheed Hail Hospital, in Ma’rib City for emergency treatment 
while they searched for his family to no avail.

At the same time Ayman was receiving treatment in the hospital, a 50-year-old woman named Fatima was visiting her 
nephew who was also suffering from malnutrition.

She was displaced from Hajjah governorate to Mar’ib five years ago. When she saw little Ayman lying in the bed next to 
her nephew’s, alone, she knew she had to help him.

“I saw him laying still as a tiny dead body on the big bed with no movement or reaction. I thought to myself, ‘This innocent 
soul should not struggle with death at this young age,’” Fatima said.

Fatima told one of Ayman’s caregivers that she was willing to take care of him as an alternative mother through a 
programme run by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) which supports community members who are 
willing to care for children in need of a guardian and a home.

“I am sure that many people would not hesitate to take care of Ayman or any abandoned child if it wasn’t for the harsh 
living conditions many of us who are displaced endure,” explained Fatima.

Now, Fatima brings Ayman to his weekly medical checkups and follows strict instructions to nurse him back to health, like 
buying him specific types of food and giving him three small meals a day.

“I’ve never seen a childlike Ayman. He is so compassionate, gentle and kind,” Fatima explained.

IOM supports alternative caretakers like Ayman who are willing to take in children in need. The caretakers receive cash, 
training, food and hygiene materials. Fatima has been provided with funds for Ayman’s monthly nutritional and other 
expenses as well as kits with essential items needed to care for a baby.
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RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS 

Displacement sites receiving IOM support

IOM has a team of 18 international and 246 national support and programme staff in Ma’rib as well as nearly 200 community 
mobilizers and enumerators. The team is leading response activities, prioritizing critical needs assessments and registering 
newly arrived IDPs for assistance through the Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM). Together with local authorities, the 
Organization is coordinating response efforts in Ma’rib through its leadership of the CCCM and Health sub-national clusters, 
co-leadership of the WASH sub-national cluster, Ma’rib-based focal point of the protection cluster, and as S-NFI Contingency 
Pipeline Manager.  
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17,457 households in 34 IDP hosting sites are receiving regular 
site care, maintenance and risk reduction support. Gaps are 
widespread, particularly as new sites continue to open and new 
IDPs move into already crowded sites; some 84 out of the 148 
IDP hosting sites (9,014 IDP HHs), are not supported by site 
management and coordination partners. IOM has a CCCM static 
team in Al Jufainah camp and three CCCM mobile teams in 33 
IDP sites in Ma’rib city and Al-Wadi. As more new arrivals arrive 
in displacement sites, IOM is focusing on registration and referrals 
to ensure people receive emergency support. The risks of 
overcrowding, fire and flooding incidents as well as site evictions 
are rising. Already, 60 fire incidents have occurred this year, four 
in the month of September alone. Some eight IDP sites are also 
facing eviction threats.  

SITE CARE & SITE MAINTENANCE

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE (WASH)

Around 50 per cent of IDPs in Ma’rib are estimated to be in 
need of reliable, safe water systems, and over 60 per cent of new 
arrivals lack access to adequate WASH services. IOM is prioritizing 
WASH assistance in IDP sites and for new IDPs, focusing on 
providing access to emergency water and sanitation solutions, 
expanding water networks and improving waste management. 
IOM has distributed 71 water tanks to households displaced in 
September, and hygiene kits are being included in RRM support.

RESPONSE OVERVIEW

One fixed clinic and five mobile outreach teams are covering 36 
IDP hosting sites, providing an average of 1,700 consultations per 
week. This covers only a small portion of the overall needs and 
leaves over 35 sites and 25 per cent of IDPs without sustained 
access to health services. IOM is also providing human and 
material resources in two secondary healthcare facilities in Ma’rib 
city to enable the provision of health services to IDPs, migrants 
and host communities. A new mobile team was established in Al 
Kaseef  to expand access to health services for IDPs, migrant and 
conflict-affected communities in remote areas. 

HEALTH

In 2021, TRU planned 25 community infrastructure projects in 
Ma’rib, of which 18 are now completed and handed over to the 
local authorities, including 11 schools in September. IOM is also 
working on improving the irrigation channel at the Ma’rib Dam.

TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

With only a limited number of protection partners responding in 
Ma’rib, gaps across the protection response are widespread. IDP 
and migrant women and children are some of the most vulnerable, 
and the IOM response is prioritizing food, cash, livelihood, and 
referral support for these vulnerable cases through its mobile 
team and migrant response point in Al Husoon. Two community 
response teams cover 13 sites in Ma’rib, a migrant response 
point is supporting migrant case management and referrals, and 
IOM has established a static protection desk in Al-Jufainah IDP 
camp in Ma’rib city to serve as a resource and response point for 
vulnerable IDPs.

PROTECTION

60 per cent of IDPs in Ma’rib are living in protracted displacement 
or experiencing secondary displacement and require sustained 
shelter support. Along with providing emergency shelter solutions 
to newly displaced persons, IOM is prioritizing prepositioning and 
emergency response activities and expanding transitional shelter 
support for IDPs who have been displaced for prolonged periods, 
as well as shelter rehabilitation support for IDPs living in worn 
out, damaged or makeshift shelters. More than 900 new IDPs 
have received emergency shelter assistance the last week of 
September, and this assistance is being scaled up to meet the 
growing needs. 

SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS
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Children learn hand-washing practices as part of a COVID-19 
sensitization campaign in Al Noor school in Al Jufainah site © IOM 
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