
iomyemenpsumt@iom.int  http://www.iom.int/countries/Yemen Follow us

Yemen remains the world's worst humanitarian crisis with nearly five million people on the brink of famine and two-thirds 
of the population relying on humanitarian assistance. In August, the situation was aggravated by a weakened economy with 
the depreciation of the Yemeni Riyal and shortages of essential basic items. The increased costs of fuel, food and electricity 
triggered civil unrest, particularly in the south of Yemen. Humanitarian agencies reported that fuel support to health and 
WASH facilities were at risk of being cut due to critical funding shortfalls. This development would undermine access to 
essential health services and safe drinking water for millions of people across Yemen. 

Hostilities continued to drive further displacement and exacerbate humanitarian needs. IOM’s DTM reported that between 
January and August 2021, nearly 52,000 people have experienced displacement at least once across 13 governorates. In 
August, more than 1,600 people were displaced mostly within Ma’rib and from the neighboring governorates of Al Jawf and 
Al Baydah. In Ma’rib Governorate, local authorities estimate there are one million internally displaced persons (IDPs) living 
in last-resort camps and urban settings. The dire living conditions have impacted host populations who have grappled with 
the effects of the economic situation and scarce resources, forcing more to rely on humanitarian assistance. Along with 
daily arrivals to already overcrowded sites, hazards such as fire, extreme weather, and COVID-19 pose compounded the 
humanitarian situation in Ma’rib. If these trends persist, the crisis will continue to worsen.

Despite the ongoing conflict and humanitarian crisis, migrants continue to arrive in Yemen, although in smaller numbers 
than before the COVID-19 pandemic. IOM’s DTM estimates that 1,756 migrants arrived in Yemen during August, with an 
estimated total of 13,311 migrant arrivals since the beginning of the year. Most migrants are unable to access basic services 
and are in dire need of food, shelter, health and protection assistance. So far, IOM has facilitated the safe and voluntary 
return of 445 migrants to their home countries of origin – majority of whom were Ethiopian – through IOM’s Voluntary 
Humanitarian Return (VHR) programme, which has become a lifeline for migrants stranded in Yemen

IOM is scaling up multi-sectoral response activities, focusing on improving services in hard-to-reach areas, including the 
west coast of Yemen amid limited partner presence and eroding public services. In August, IOM expanded its response 
in undeserved sites and deployed mobile medical teams to provide basic healthcare services in Al Khukha, Al Tuhayta and 
Mawza districts. IOM also continued providing capacity building trainings to public health workers in three health facilities.

SITUATION OVERVIEW 

SITUATION REPORT AUGUST 2021

IOM YEMEN

A child migrant during a regular health check-up carried out by IOM mobile medical team in Ma'rib  
©IOM 2021/E. Al-Oqabi
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Primary health care 
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COVID-19 RESPONSE

COVID-19 cases have seen a significant spike as Yemen experiences a third 
wave. Despite severe underreporting, a total of 768 cases and 94 deaths were 
reported in August bringing the total number of reported cases in Yemen to 
7,829 cases and 1,469 deaths. The pandemic’s catastrophic impact on Yemen 
has weakened public health systems, particularly in displaced communities 
that already have limited access to hygiene and sanitation services. Because of 
the lack of access to testing and tracking of COVID-19 cases, the full extent 
of the spread of the virus in Yemen is expected to be much higher than the 
reported figures. 

In August, Yemen received 151,000 of the expected 504,00 doses of the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine as part of the global COVAX vaccine sharing 
programme. However, the ongoing conflict, limited vaccine supply and doubts 
around vaccine safety have slowed down the process in many areas of the 
country. 

IOM continued to work with the local authorities to increase testing capacity 
and essential health services through the provision of testing machines, 
personal protective equipment (PPE) and capacity building training to public 
health workers. 

In August, IOM conducted 2,500 awareness raising sessions (group and one 
on one) reaching over 18,000 individuals in eight governorates, with essential 
information on preventative measures and vaccinations. IOM-supported 
facilities also conducted over 22,000 COVID-19 screenings. In Ta’iz, IOM 
teams held awareness sessions on COVID-19 prevention measures and 
delivered a mask-making training to 52 trainees who have made 4,650 masks 
in Al Malekah and Dekharah displacement sites. 

7,869 Total cases reported

1,472 Total deaths reported
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IOM installed four testing machines in its Migrant Response Point (MRP) in Aden to ensure migrants have access to testing, 
particularly those identified for Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) assistance. The Organization advocates for equitable 
access to vaccines for IDPs and migrants regardless of their legal status.

An IOM team member carries out a COVID-19 sensitization campaign in Ma'rib ©IOM 2021 /E. Al Oqabi
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IOM continued providing CCCM support to 75 IDP hosting sites in August, including 
carrying out site improvements, coordinating service delivery and conducting 
community mobilization and committee empowerment activities. 

In Ma’rib, IOM completed the critically needed upgrades to the electricity network 
in Al Jufainah displacement site and officially handed over the project to the local 
authorities. The upgrades will provide reliable access to electricity for more than 
9,000 households while also reducing the fire risks of torn electrical lines. This project 
complements additional IOM activities in the site including improving the main road 
to Al Jufainah, constructing a flood prevention wall and establishing a primary school 
near the site. 

In Al-Jufainah site, the team provided awareness sessions to 418 IDPs on COVID-19 
and prevention measures in addition to a first aid training and kits to a total of 156 
trainees. IOM also organized a training on the basics of sewing to 28 women as part 
of its income generation activities. To reduce the risk of fire in overcrowded sites, 
IOM provided firefighting sessions to 347 IDPs, refilled 30 fire extinguishers, and 
distributed payments to 16 households to complete kitchen improvement works. 

On Yemen’s west coast, the CCCM teams continued flood risk reduction activities 
by completing 95 per cent of the embankments in Al Mahrooq village to benefit 30 
households. IOM is conducting further assessments to support four additional sites 
in Al Makha. A training session on flood risk reduction was provided to a total of 23 
workers in three IDP sites. In south Ta’iz, IOM conducted a first aid and basic lifesaving 

CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)

In a ceremony attended by the deputy governor of Ma'rib, IOM inaugurated a new power grid benefitting over 54,000 people in Al 
Jufainah site ©IOM 2021/E. Al-Oqabi

125,118 displaced 
people supported in 75 

IDP hosting sites

81%
Target 

Reached

2 infrastructure and 
maintenance projects 

completed in IDP 
hosting sites

98%
Target 

Reached

skills training followed by first aid kit distributions to 142 trainees in three sites. The training aimed to increase displaced 
communities’ preparedness to provide first aid assistance for IDPs in need of basic medical care in the event of accidents or 
injuries. 

In Ibb, the CCCM teams provided technical support to 130 households to protect their shelters from flooding by installing 
insulation sheets in five displacement sites. The team additionally provided seven awareness sessions on the impact of floods 
and heavy rains and ways of protecting shelters from these hazards to 214 households in seven sites. After heavy rains hit 
Lahj IDP site in early August, which affected 10 shelters, IOM provided site care and maintenance by providing a bulldozer 
that paved a drainage pathway from the site to allow the rainwater to flow out of the site. 

https://rocairo.iom.int/pbn/iom-brings-light-new-power-grid-benefitting-over-54000-people-yemens-largest-displacement-site
https://rocairo.iom.int/pbn/iom-brings-light-new-power-grid-benefitting-over-54000-people-yemens-largest-displacement-site
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HEALTH

To improve access to health services, IOM continued supporting 27 health facilities 
and 11 mobile medical teams (MMTs) through the provision of medical supplies and 
equipment, referral services, capacity building and incentives for healthcare workers in 
Aden, Lahj, Sana’a, Shabwah, Ta’iz, Al Hodeidah and Ma’rib governorates. In the IOM-
supported health facilities, 52,808 primary health care consultations were conducted, 
including 2,223 consultations for migrants. 

IOM deployed three MMTs in the west coast region to ensure basic healthcare provision 
in hard-to-reach areas in Al Khukha, Al Tuhayta and Mazwza districts. The Organization 
conducted several capacity building initiatives for local healthcare workers to ensure 
quality of healthcare provision. These included a Psychological First Aid training to 
18 health workers in the west coast region, and in collaboration with the National 
Malaria Control Programme a training was organized on Integrated Community Case 
Management (ICCM) of Malaria to 38 ICCM health workers. In addition, onsite training 
visits were conducted for 63 medical staff on the National Anti-Malarial Drug (AMDs) 
Policy and Treatment Guidelines of Severe cases in five health facilities in Ta’iz. 

IOM’s health teams play a key role in departure preparations for those wishing to return 
voluntarily via IOM’s Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) as well as in supporting 
resettlement movements.. IOM established a laboratory at the Aden Migrant Response 
Point (MRP) in which 272 tests were administered during the month of August. IOM 
also conducted pre-departure medical screenings for 115 migrants who returned home 
via the VHR programme and 8 refugees ahead of their resettlement. IOM conducts 
pre-departure medical screenings to ensure that individuals are fit to travel and special 
medical needs are addressed. 

52,808 Primary health 
care consultations 

conducted

98%
Target 

Reached

1 Health facility received 
medical supplies and 

equipment

91%
Target 

Reached
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SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI) 

IOM’s cash assistance aims to help these households 
meet basic needs and reduce reliance on negative 
coping mechanisms which have been exacerbated 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. In August, 149 
newly displaced households were registered for RRM 
in Ma’rib City and Ma’rib Alwadi, and 101 displaced 
households received Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM) aid kits in Ma’rib City. Multi-purpose cash 
assistance (MPCA) support was also provided 
to 15 displaced households in Al-Hodeidah, 32 
displaced households in Al Bayda, and 83 displaced 
households in Ma’rib. Additionally, IOM supported 
2,996 displaced households with multi-round cash 
assistance in Ma’rib and 3,317 with the second round 
of cash assistance in Al-Hodeidah and Ta’iz. The 
cash transfers were conducted by a reliable financial 
service provider identified and contracted by IOM. 

CASH

865 HHs provided with 
emergency shelter materials

17%
Target 

Reached

684 HHs provided with 
essential non-food items 

(NFI) kits 

19%
Target 

Reached

6,534 HHs received cash 
for food assistance

88%
Target 

Reached

To support families to live in safe, secure, and dignified shelters, IOM conducted ground-
leveling activities in preparation for the construction of transitional shelters in south Ta’iz. 
The targeted displaced households currently reside in collective centres, makeshift shelters 
and informal settlements. The transitional shelters will be made using locally-sourced 
materials and will ensure community ownership and participation through community 

A recently displaced woman receives cash assistance in Ma'rib  
©IOM 2021 /E. Al-Oqabi

Through the IOM-managed nationwide Multisectoral Contingency 
Stock Pipeline, IOM and partners provided:

Plastic sheets

974622 
Essential household kits

Liters of fuel to Al-Hawasilah water 
project enabling around 518 households 
to have continued access to water6,000

Emergency shelters

331 

Mattresses and Blankets

802 

54 
Family tents 

Sleeping mats 

274

consultations to inform shelter design adapted to the local context. The team also carried out door-to-door shelter assessments 
and verified 180 households for the transitional shelter construction and 276 households for the rehabilitation of previously 
provided transitional shelters in south Ta’iz. In preparation for cash for shelter rehabilitation support, IOM continued verifying 
and holding focus group discussions with target communities in Dehewi displacement site in Al-Khawkha District. Moreover, 
the S-NFI team registered 517 households for shelter support in four displacement sites in Ma’rib. 
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

A newly displaced woman collects clean water from an IOM-supported water tanker in Ma'rib ©IOM 2021/E. Al-Oqabi

IOM’s WASH activities target displaced people, migrants, host communities, as well as 
people living in cholera or malaria-affected areas, and those most at risk of contracting 
COVID-19 or other infectious diseases. 

In August, IOM provided 18 million litres of safe water to 38,279 displaced people 
through vouchers and water trucking in 18 displacement sites in Ma’rib, Ta’iz and the 
west coast region. IOM also provided three water points (2000-liter water tanks) 
benefiting 570 displaced persons in Sirwah and provided three water tanks (500-liter) 
benefiting 18 IDPs in Ma’rib City. 

Due to overcrowding in most displacement sites, there is an increased risk of 
communicable disease outbreaks. To mitigate this risk and promote community 
ownership in hygiene and sanitation, IOM teams provided 2,240 hygiene promotion 
sessions in 24 IDP hosting sites in Ta’iz, Al Hodeidah and Ma’rib, reaching more than 
11,889 displaced persons. The teams also trained 40 hygiene volunteers on methods 
to further promote hygiene campaigns. 

IDPs also participated in focus group discussions about COVID-19, environmental 
hygiene, water preservation and effective maintenance of sanitation facilities. Awareness 
raising activities were complemented by the distribution of 1,182 consumable hygiene 
kits, 321 long-lasting insecticidal nets, 3,636 soap bars, and 25 basic hygiene kits to 
6,617 displaced people in 25 IDP sites in Ma'rib and Ta’iz. 

The teams supported community-led cleaning campaigns and the disposal of 110 cubic metres of solid waste in Lahj, 
benefitting 3,522 IDPs in two displacement sites. An additional 612 displaced persons benefited from the completed 
construction of 102 emergency latrines in Hoson Al Hadi displacement site, Ma’rib Al Wadi. To facilitate access to latrines 
and WASH facilities in the night, the IOM teams distributed 2,394 solar lamps to 2,394 households in Al Sowayda and Al-Sit 
displacement, as these sites do not have access to public electricity. 

38,279 People 
supported with access to 

safe water 

86%
Target 

Reached

3,522 people benefited 
from improved waste 
management services

59%
Target 

Reached
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PROTECTION

The ongoing conflict in Yemen continues to exacerbate protection risks for migrants 
and IDPs in the country. Thousands of migrants are estimated to be stranded across 
the country, with many being held in inhumane conditions with inadequate access to 
essential services and food. IOM continues to provide and refer migrants and IDPs 
requiring specialized assistance ranging from non-food items, food assistance, shelter 
support and medical assistance through referral pathways. 

In August, IOM provided protection and health assistance through the mobile medical 
teams and at the migrant response points (MRPs) to 122 migrants in Sana’a, 808 in 
Aden and 2,547 in Ma’rib. 

In Ma’rib, protection teams provided legal consolation to local authorities to support the process of facilitating civil 
documentation for IDPs. IOM continued to implement case management in 13 IDP sites in Ma’rib through a mobile team 
and a static protection desk in Al Jufainah displacement site. IOM is in the process of implementing Community Based 
Protection Networks to further increase its protection programming in its assigned camps. 

IOM continued prioritizing Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) flights, which provide a safe passage to home for many 
migrants. In August, IOM facilitated two VHR flights from Sana’a and Aden and transported 194 Ethiopian migrants safely 
to their home, bringing the total number of Ethiopian migrants who were assisted through VHR to 491 since March 2021. 
IOM plans to continue VHR flights to enable more migrants to reach home in a safe and dignified manner. 

IOM is working with officials from the Government of Ethiopia to conduct nationality verification for more than 4,000 
stranded migrants seeking VHR support from IOM. Preparations are ongoing for additional flights in the coming months in 
close coordination with the relevant authorities and the Government of Ethiopia. IOM also continued construction works 
on a VHR centre in Aden to provide temporary accommodation to migrants registered for return assistance. 

3,457 Migrants received 
protection assistance 

53%
Target 

Reached

Stranded Ethiopian migrants prepare for their journey home from Aden © IOM 2021 /M.Moahmmed



8

IOM YEMEN AUGUST 2021 SITUATION REPORT

IN FOCUS STRANDED IN YEMEN, HOPING FOR A BETTER FUTURE  

This was not Abdulrahman’s first time travelling through Yemen in hopes of making it to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). 
He managed to reach the Gulf country once before and lived there for two years until he was forcibly returned by the 
authorities. Yet, he decided to try his luck again in recent months – hoping to earn enough money this time to marry his 
true love. 

Raised by a single mother struggling to provide for her family, he could not complete his schooling as a child, giving him no 
other option but to work as subsistence farmer. Apart from his family, one shining light for Abdulrahman in Ethiopia was the 
woman with whom he fell in love. 

“I proposed to marry her, but her father refused. He said he wouldn’t let his daughter marry a poor man like me. That made 
me sad but it also motivated me to leave the country, search for work and earn money to be able to get married.” said 
20-year-old Abdulrahman. 

Yemen is a major transit point on the route between the Horn of Africa and KSA, with the majority of migrants originating 
from Ethiopia. Around 138,000 migrants made the journey to Yemen in 2019, but the COVID-19 pandemic led to a drastic 
reduction last year, with only around 37,500 arrivals. 

Abdulrahman is one of the estimated 5,000 people who are stranded in Ma’rib, near an active frontline. Despite trying three 
times, he could not make it across the border to KSA due to mobility restrictions. Now, like his fellow stranded migrants, he 
is living in a makeshift shelter and struggles to find enough food and water to survive. 

Abdulrahman, one of the 5,000 migrants from the Horn of Africa stranded in Ma'rib governorate 
and living in dire conditions ©IOM 2021/E. Al-Oqabi

“On our journey, we kept asking 
people for food along the way and 
sometimes they would give it to us 
but other times, we had nothing to 
eat. Now life here in this settlement 
[in Ma’rib] is just as hard.” 

IOM responds to the emergency 
needs of migrants in Yemen. In 
Ma’rib, IOM provided migrants, 
like Abdulrahman, with over 7,000 
food baskets in the first quarter of 
2021, in addition to healthcare and 
other services. 

“This help is very important to us 
and is what keeps us alive.” said 
Abdulrahman. 

Hoping to make it to KSA, 
Abdulrahman is thinking of his 
children, even though they are still 
a future goal of his. 

“If I am able to work in Saudi Arabia 
and improve my situation, I want 
to return to my country, gather my 
family together, get married and 
have children. I want to catch up 
with my friends who are already 
living their lives,” he added. 
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TRANSITION AND RECOVERY

The construction work in the Al Jeel school in Ma’rib is nearly done. The new school will provide education opportunity to more than 2,500 
students, including conflict-affected children in Al Jufainah site. © IOM 2021 / Elham AlOqabi

IOM supports the recovery of conflict-affected populations in Yemen 
through the rehabilitation and construction of schools and other 
community infrastructure, the provision of livelihood opportunities 
to increase household income and support conflict resolution at the 
community level. In August, IOM continued these activities in Lahj, Aden, 
Ma’rib and Hadramawt to improve access to services in displacement-
affected communities and support social cohesion among diverse 
community members. 

Of the 50 infrastructure activities at various stages of technical 
assessments, procurement, and implementation across Lahj, Aden, 
Ma’rib, and Hadramawt, 30 were under construction in August, including 
14 schools, one workshop, and two health facilities in Ma’rib; three 
schools, one health facility, and four WASH sites in Lahj; one school 
in Hadramawt; and four schools in Aden. Five schools were renovated 
in Ma’rib and handed over to local authorities. The completed schools 
will benefit an estimated 6,345 students, serving displacement-affected 
communities where overcrowding had previously increased community 
tension and deprived children of access to education. 

43 Public infrastructure 
projects completed or ongoing

61%
Target 

Reached

45,825 people benefited 
from access to improved basic 

services

13%
Target 

Reached

IOM’s consulting partner began deploying institutional capacity assessment tools for capacity and training needs assessments 
for 41 local public institutions in Ma’rib, Hadramawt, Aden and Lahj. The assessment will lead to the identification and 
implementation of needed capacity building activities implemented by IOM such as training and equipment provision. Data 
collection in Hadramawt, Aden, and Lahj was completed in August. 

In Ma’rib and Lahj, IOM, with a service provider, continued working on establishing nine conflict resolution committees to 
support social cohesion and peacebuilding in areas where infrastructure rehabilitation activities are ongoing. In August, IOM 
coordinated with the local authorities to nominate members for the committees and interviews were conducted where 
formation and training of the CRCs was largely completed in August. 
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Find all DTM reports on displacement and migration here. 

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)

IOM YEMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN AUGUST 2021 WERE SUPPORTED BY

MIGRANT ARRIVALS IN YEMEN

IOM's DTM team works to provide humanitarian actors with accurate and timely 
information about the location and needs of displaced populations. In Yemen, 
IOM’s DTM continues to lead the implementation on Multi Cluster Location 
Assessment (MCLA). The MCLA provides an evidenced-based needs analysis to 
support humanitarian partners to tailor their response to the needs of the most 
vulnerable populations. Once completed, the MCLA will provide nationwide data and 
evidence-based findings for the Humanitarian Needs Overview to better inform the 
Humanitarian Response Plan in Yemen. To date, data collection has been completed 
in southern governorates and shared with OCHA for further analysis by cluster 
partners. Moreover, a significant step forward was achieved in August as the MCLA 
framework was signed by local authorities in the north, allowing IOM to commence 
preparations to launch the activity in the northern governorates. 

6,126 Displaced
individuals tracked

1,756 Migrant arrivals

IOM’s DTM also implements Rapid Displacement Tracking (RDT) activities covering 13 governorates to provide key daily 
updates on number of households forced to flee. In August, IOM tracked 6,126 displaced individuals who mainly moved 
within and to Ma’rib, Shabwah, Ta’iz, and Ad Dhali governorates. Among those tracked, approximately 41 per cent reported 
that their main need as shelter, while 34 per cent reported food with household items (13 per cent) and financial support 
(9 per cent) as principal needs. 

Through flow monitoring, DTM also monitors migrant arrivals mainly in locations across Yemen's southern coastal border 
and northern border with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). The arrival of 1,756 migrants was observed through flow 
monitoring points (FMPs) during August, compared to 1,570 arrivals in July and 4,035 in June 2021. In Lahj and Shabwah 
governorates, the majority of migrants originated from Ethiopia (93 per cent) and Somalia (7 per cent). In total, 88 per 
cent of recorded migrant arrivals traveled through Djibouti, and the remainder from Somalia (12 per cent). Through the 
recently established flow monitoring point on the KSA-Yemen land border point Manfath Alwadeeah (Hadramawt) to track 
movements, an estimated 2,769 Yemeni returnees were reported to have entered Yemen from KSA in August comparing 
to 1,831 in July and 1,231 in June 2021. 

https://dtm.iom.int/yemen

